SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY
January 7, 2006

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
January 13 & 14

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, January 7 — Epiphany/Mortgage Collection
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis/FFD 3 (Valley View)
9:00 a.m. CPI Parent/Candidate Meeting (Valley View)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

Monday, January 8 — Baptism of the Lord
10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center)
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center)

Tuesday, January 9 — BIl. Philip Berruyer
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Fundraising Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 10 — BI. Ana De Los Angeles
Monteagudo
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, January 11 - St. __Anastasius/Muslim

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

CIBBIANT. ..o, Fr. Simo
[I=T03 (0] SO K. Borris
AlRAr SEIVEIS ..occoeeeiiiiiee e Germino Family
Ministers of the Eucharist..........c........... L. Garcia, B. Garcia,
..................................... J. Gardner, T. Shick, M. MacKenzie
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant...........ooooeuveiiiiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (0] G A. Sawczuk
ARAI SEIVET ..ovviieeeeciiee e Sullivan Family
Ministers of the Eucharist........... R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec,
................................................ B. Minick, R. Bush, K. Malley
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant............ooovviiieiiiiiiiice e, Fr. Mickiewicz
[T o (o] U TP UTT PP B. Andrejco
ARAr SEIVETN ..oviiiiiiiiieiee e Zelesny Family
Ministers of the Eucharist....................... J. Simila, D. Simila,
............................................ V. Olesiak, D. Torczon, E. Lacy
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
CIBDIANT ..ottt Fr. Simo
=T o (o | P S. Gemma
Ministers of the Eucharist ................ A. Giametta, M. McCall

Observance: Id al-Adha
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Seton Room)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, January 12 — St. Arcadius
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, January 13 — St. Hilary

Sunday, January 14 — Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time/Together in Charity Collection
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)
2:30 p.m. Benefit Concert (Church Center)

PAVING OUR YELLOW BRICK ROAD
This Weekend

This weekend is the first weekend of the New Year and the
month. There will be a second collection after the
Communion of the Mass for Paving Our Yellow Brick Road.
Our monthly need is $6,706.52. Thanks to the 140 families
who contributed $7,871.00 last month to meet this goal.
We appreciate your continued generosity.

TOGETHER IN CHARITY COLLECTION

Next weekend the “Together in Charity Collection” will be
taken up at all Masses. The proceeds of this collection will
help fund the Parish Emergency Assistance Program, a
program of Catholic Charities that provides 24 hour/seven
days a week assistance to all parishes faced with
individuals and families with serious and urgent financial,
housing or medical needs. In the last six months alone,
more than sixty percent of the parishes in the Diocese
availed themselves of this program. Please give
generously and contribute to making this a grace-filled new
year for a family or individual in crisis.

2007

We stand on the threshold of a New Year. The year 2007
has a significant meaning for us here at St. John Neumann
Church. This is the 25" year of the establishment of this
parish, October 22, 1982. We are planning a concert for
October 29 to commemorate that day.

This will begin a year-long celebration. Get in a festive
mood.



EPIPHANY —
Year C

The Epiphany (CCC #528) reminds us that God is also
mysteriously at work even in the lives of those who are not
Christians (CCC #27-29, 817-22, 839-56). In many and
diverse ways, God is always drawing all humanity into a
greater realization of the divine presence (CCC #74, 543,
1877-78). Just as the magi needed to inquire of those who
had the scriptures in order to understand the sign they were
following, so we Christians have the task of using our
Christian beliefs to aid others to find the God who is revealed
in the person and work of Jesus (CCC # 774-76, 849-56).

THE LIGHT SHINES
Today the Lord Jesus is revealed to all the nations
as a babe in arms — powerful and glorious in his
weakness. What a paradox! With their gold
frankincense and myrrh, the magi paid him
respect, honor and praise. They found him by following a
star and returned home by a detour to avoid the local
authorities. Jesus (God-Saves) is the Christ, the Messiah,
whose work defies time and space to shine before all. Today
we bask in his divine light. What mystery!

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, January 9
7:00 p.m. Christmas Intentions

Wednesday, January 10
9:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Friday, January 12
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, January 13
5:30 p.m. Thomas Sterlacci req. Rita & Walt Price

Sunday, January 14
8:00 a.m. James Cullinane req. Bilicki Family
10:30 a.m. Intentions of Richard & Mary Borelli req.
Herbert & Ruth Feinberg
12:15 p.m. Christmas Intentions

Irene Adams Helen Galligan Erica Morgan
Jane Alpaugh Frank Ghiselli

Eleanor Angeline Jayne Giese Phyllis Mucci
Joe Angeline William E. Gllheany Robert Olivetti
Pat Arat Robert Govett Rolv Omstead

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Kenneth Casso
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Ed Damiani
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz

Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Joe Ford

Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Jim Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer

Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius

James S. Quartuccio

Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Harvey Sliker
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Mildred Sterlacci
Felicia Steward
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, January 8
Away

Tuesday, January 9
Bulletin
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, January 10
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Meeting (East Millstone)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council (Office Center)

Thursday, January 11
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, January 12
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

2006 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
“l Give You Thanks, O Lord” Isaiah 12:1

For electronic gift-giving using a credit card,
please visit the Diocese of Metuchen website at
www.diometuchen.org.

$26,034.95 pledged from 133 families toward our goa |
of $46,300. (56.23% of goal ) Thank you!

Katelynn Fortenbacker  Michael Milto Michael Zocchi

Nina Montouri

REMEMBERED AT MASS
.. We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and
@ Eucharistic Prayer: Stanley Maslenko — Sophie
Radomski — Sister Joanna Kerwin — Bob Boccella —
Rohert O’Neill Ir  — Al Stewart

Deceased: Al Stewart , husband of Pam Stewart. May he find peace
and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may his family find strength
in the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends.

The Office is closed on January 15, the birthday of
Martin Luther King, Jr.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

SOCIAL JUSTICE ITEMS

The Department of Justice reported on November 30 that in
the year ending December 31, 2005 the U.S. prison and jail
population increased to 2,193,798 people. This continues an
unprecedented rise in the incarcerated population which
began more than three decades ago. A companion DOJ
report also released the same day found that the U.S.
correctional population, which includes people on probation
and parole, topped 7 million for the first time. For the first
time ever, the number of incarcerated women has surpassed
200,000. The rate of increase in women’s incarceration is
nearly double that for men since the 1980s.
The United States now incarcerates its citizens at a rate five
to eight times that of most industrialized nations. The rate of
737 out of each 100,000 people is the highest ever recorded.
This rate compares to Russia at 611, United Kingdom at 148,
Canada at 107, Germany at 95 and France at 85.
Simply putting people in the care of the state for a period of
time does nothing to rehabilitate the individual nor address
the conditions that may have helped drive them there in the
first place. A weakening of the moral fiber of our society,
coupled with an increase of those marginalized and
impoverished is fueling this “fire.” African-Americans are
incarcerated at more than ten times the rate of whites in
seven states: lowa — 13.6; Vermont — 12.5; New Jersey —
12.4; Connecticut — 12.0; Wisconsin —10.7; North Dakota —
10.1; and South Dakota — 10.0.
There is a decline in the crime rate in many states and areas
but it does not correlate to incarceration. For instance Idaho
increased those incarcerated by 174% in ten years but its
crime rate went up 14%. New York on the other hand
lowered its jail population by one third and its murder rate
went down by two thirds.
There is no shortage of things to study in this world and our
government has been noted for funding some real bizarre
ones in the recent past. This would certainly be a good one
to study along with recommendations for alternative
sentencing; morals based education, stimulus for the low
income impoverished and drug use reduction programs.
_______ P S
Kofi Annan has launched a United Nations appeal for $3.9
billion to help 27 million people in 29 countries. Last year's
appeal for $4.7 billion was at $3 billion received in October.
In McDonalds-like fashion they listed how many starving
were served, but nowhere does it report what, if any
programs, were initiated to make those helped self-sufficient
or deal with the displaced, many of whom represented the
most desperate situations. Charitable relief is fine but one of
the primary purposes of the U.N. is to work to solve the long-
term causes. How much is being spent on solutions?

SHIP
Monday, January 8, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, January 8. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items,
please call Anne Germino at 439-9335. All items must be
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning, January
8. Thank you for your continued support of this Ministry.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, January 19, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.H.

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will
take place on Thursday, January 19 from 10:00 a.m. until
noon. Please consider joining us and spend some time
with the residents - they really look forward to our visits.
Children are always welcome!! If you would like to
provide a snack or if you would like more informati on,
please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

Saint John’s will support Spruce Run Lutheran Church for
the Interfaith Hospitality Network. The network provides a
temporary home for families or individuals in need. The
guests will be at Spruce Run from Sunday January 21
through Sunday February 4. Our parish is responsible
for coverage on Tuesday January 23, Wednesday
January 24, Friday January 26 and Saturday morning.
Volunteers are needed to provide meals and/or hospitality
to the guests. Look for sign up sheets in the narthex. The
sheets will be on a clipboard on the Social Ministry table.
This is a great opportunity for service for families as well as
individuals. Please call Eileen Papson with any
questions. (832-7290)

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish
website — http://www.ccsjn.org

Sponsor Child - Please pray for and drop your donation
in the Jar at the Social Ministry Station. (Our community
has committed to a minimum of $30/month to sponsor
Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines. See our
sponsor child’s web page on the parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular
coupon clippers in donating coupons in support of our
holiday food program and the local food pantries. You can
drop your coupons in the container in the Narthex.
PLEASE! CLIP THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no
less busy than anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry
Station

St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

CHRISTMAS SPIRITUAL BOUQUET MASS
REMEMBRANCES

Sister Miriam Gloricz




EVANGELIZATION

QUESTION ON BAPTISM

A non-Catholic was recently invited to attend the Baptism of
a friend’s child. Their response left the friend feeling both hurt
and unresponsive, as he would later say. The non-Catholic
said that holy water, oil and the like, even the idea of Baptism
are just superstitions.

As Catholics we commit ourselves to a way of life that Jesus
promised will ultimately lead us back to God and eternal
salvation. What we do is not done out of superstition but as
rite and ritual, which bestow on us the grace necessary to
prepare ourselves for that reunion.

Even though Jesus was born without sin, to fulfill the
prophecies and be an example for us, John baptized him in
the Jordan River. “Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.” (Matt. 3:13)
Throughout numerous civilizations and Old Testament
stories anointing was shown as a way of investing someone
with power. “And they cast out many demons, and anointed
with oil many that were sick and healed them.” (Mark 6:13)
Jesus allowed himself to be anointed by a woman in the
house of Simon the leper. “In pouring this ointment on my
body she has done it to prepare me for burial.” (Matt. 26:12)
If he allowed it then it is certainly not superstition. As the
dictionary explains, “actions based on superstition are done
out of ignorance, fear of the unknown or irrational abject
attitude of mind and a notion maintained despite evidence to
the contrary.” Through Christ and His Church, we have both
a model and explanations for what we are asked to do.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a time
to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. All those
thinking about becoming Catholic are invited. Pleas e
contact Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for more
information.

BECOMING CATHOLIC:
THE JOURNEY OF FAITH

If you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual's starting point. If you
or someone you know would like to find out more about
becoming Catholic, please call the parish office at 832-
2513.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team will coordinate the development of
a new parish community video to be ready for our 25"
Anniversary next year. Please watch for more information on
how you might contribute to that production. One of the
things we would like to do is video record all events between
now and next spring as well as special Masses and
sacraments. Whether you're a professional or gifted
amateur, if you can volunteer your time to help
accomplish this please, contact Earl Roberts or a
member of the team.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Rober ts
at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a
copy of a “Handbook for Today’'s Catholic” to help you
grow in your faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you
know!

DISCOVERY SUNDAY

January 28, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the January 28
Discovery Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At
that time, staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers
and present information on the past history and present
focus of the parish. Important: It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the pari _sh
website — www.ccsjn.org A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

RESPECT LIFE

HUNTERDON COUNTY CHAPTER OF NJ
RIGHT TO LIFE PRESENTS:THE CULTURE
OF LIFE SERIES

The Truth about Embryonic Stem Cell Research

Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m., Immaculate
Conception Church

Presented by Dr. Adolf Schimpf, scientist, national
authority, who has testified before the US Senate on this
topic. You will leave with complete clarity and perspective.
Msgr. Andy invites the entire Parish community and
beyond, so that we might speak intelligently about this, and
more importantly guide our children on this crucial ethical
area. The topic is presented from an intellectual basis, and
this discussion received an outstanding response from our
Council of the K of C in December.

Wednesday January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at Immaculate
Conception Church.
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Today is a feast of light! Images of light surround us in
today’s liturgy. In fact, the meaning of the word “epiphany”
means ‘“revelation” or ‘“illumination.” What was once
darkness is now light; what was once hidden is now
revealed.

Christ, the light of God, has come into the world. John’s
Gospel tells us that “the darkness has not overcome [the
light] (1:5). Indeed, that is what today's solemnity
acknowledges and celebrates: that God's Light has come
into the world and has overpowered the darkness; that God,

through Christ, has literally transformed the darkness into
light!

Today's celebration gives us hope! The darkness that
exists in the world is all too real: darkness of war, of
terrorism, darkness of an increasing disregard for human
life; darkness of oppression and of violence. Sometimes
the darkness is strong and threatens to actually overcome
the Light that is Christ, the Light that is his Gospel, the
Light that is God’s love. But, we have a promise from God
and today we remember that promise: The darkness will
never overcome the Light! Today we proclaim that God
shines upon us and, in his love, his glory will always
appear over us (see Isaiah 60:2)!

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 16 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift
cards last weekend, for a total of $2,200.00 with $110.00
coming to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or
come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you
nothing and the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our
thanks to all who purchase these cards and to those who
are willing to stay after Mass to sell them.

You can also use these cards and with $1.00 purchase gift
certificates for various stores like Home Depot, Olive
Garden, Red Lobster, etc. We still get 5% of the value but
it costs you no more.

ST. JOHN'S ITALIAN DINNER DANCE
Friday, January 26

% Tickets are on sale for the St.

~ John's ltalian dinner/dance on

<(\ Friday, January 26. Music will be led

) by Mike Griffin and the GB's. The

~ dinner preparation will be organized
\-&/ by the famous Lyle Garcia .

Individual tickets are $30.00 each.
We are selling tables of 8 for $ 200.00. If you are
interested in reserving a table, contact Jim Murray by
e-mail at Jim@JamesMMurraycpa.com or call 908-
832-5273.

TEEN HELP NEEDED

Many hands are needed for the Italian Dinner for set up
(Thursday night 1/25), serving (Friday, 1/26) and clean up
(Saturday morning 1/27). Please contact Mary Connolly if
you can spare an hour or two on any of these dates. | will
feed all volunteers! Adult help is also appreciated. 537-
2032 or mandmconnolly@earthlink.net

ST. JOHN'S COOKBOOK

Thanks to both Sharon Lohrmann and Carolyn
Pepperman who have volunteered to work on the St, John
Neumann 2007 Cookbook. Please start gathering your
recipes to share.




CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Epiphany of the Lord

Focus: God’s light for all nations
“God'’s light breaks into our darkened world”

Scripture : “Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
‘Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We
saw his star at its rising and have come to do
him homage.”

Matthew 2:1-12

Question:  Where do you find light for the dark places in

your life?
Song: “We Three Kings” #101
Story : Stranger Than Fiction

The new film Stranger Than Fiction, with Will Farrell and
Emma Thompson, is a gently absurdist fable that, despite its
implausible premise, is a thought-provoking meditation on
the meaning and purpose of life.

Farrell plays Harold Crick, a colorless, compulsive I.R.S.
auditor. His life is one of unvarying routine and a rapid,
computerlike facility with numbers. His apartment is
meticulously neat and austere. He is unfailingly polite and
cooperative — and terminally lost and lonely.

All that changes when he begins to hear a woman'’s voice
narrating his life. He can’t shake the dry, British female voice
in his head telling the story of his empty days as he is living
them. Becoming more and more unhinged by the voice in
his head, Harold discovers that he is a character in a novel
being written by a once bestselling writer (Thompson)
struggling through an epic case of writer’s block.

As the writer unfolds her story of Harold, Harold has to make
some decisions as to the direction his life will take. He has to
decide whether his life is a comedy or a tragedy, whether he
is cast as a romantic lead or the selfless hero. With that
unshakable voice in his head narrating every step, Harold
becomes a puzzled but hopeful seeker of love, friendship
and the small joys of life he has somehow missed — like
homemade chocolate-chip cookies.

Without giving away the ending, Harold becomes the kind of
human being who willingly gives his life to save another. The
narrator/novelist discovers that Harold is “exactly the kind of
man [a storyteller] should keep alive.”

In all the accounts of Jesus’ baptism, the evangelists
describe the Holy Spirit as “descending” upon Jesus,
hovering over him ‘“like a dove.” The same Spirit that
descends and rests upon Jesus after his baptism descends
and rests upon us, as well. The Spirit hovering within us is
like the voice that Harold Crick hears — the Spirit of God is
the narrator of our own lives, prompting us to live our
“stories” with compassion and mercy. God’s Spirit speaks to
us in the deepest and most hidden part of our hearts; it is the
very life of God animating us and leading us; it is a wellspring
of grace and wisdom, of courage and perseverance, enabling
us to become the man and woman of justice, peace and
goodness God created us to be.

Connections, January 2007

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
TEEN LEADERS

Thanks to our high school teen leaders: Emily & Michael

Blair, Nate Connolly, and Angela Tagliareni who
volunteered to organize this year's Souper Bowl of Caring
Weekend. We will need participation from our
Confirmation candidates to promote and implement this
project. The Teen Leaders will meet with the Junior High
students on January 7 to get started. Parents, look for
details in your emails after Christmas. Any questions

contact Annette Tagliareni at 832-2162.

OBLIGATION

I am sure that | have had the same experience before but
this year it hit me in an entirely different way. Is January 1
a holyday of obligation? Of course it is a holy day, the first
day of the New Year, the feast of the Mother of God and
the day to pray for world peace. But are we obliged to go to
Mass? Not if it falls on Monday or Saturday. That is the rule
for all holydays except the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception, December 8 and Christmas Day, December
25. They are holydays of obligation no matter where they
fall. Of course this is true of the Diocese of Metuchen and
many other dioceses in the United States but not in the rest
of the world where the holydays are observed on the
closest Sunday (much like the Feast of the Epiphany which
is January 6 but is usually celebrated on the closest
Sunday.) Of course, the Feast of the Epiphany is not a
holyday of obligation in this country.

Why did | have such a reaction? Even good practicing
Catholics who go to church regularly were debating about
this. | really thought that we were beyond this sense of
obligation and more in the mode of celebrating Mass
because it was prayer, community gathering and a
response to God's love. Was | rudely awakened! Do we
only go to church because of obligation? | guess we need
a great deal more catechesis.

| wondered if the reaction of prayers after 9/11 was out of
obligation. | know it wasn't. It came from a felt need. Why is
that need there only in disaster? We don't just respond to
our health needs only when there is a crisis. We deal in
preventative medicine. | guess we are less prophylactic
than we think.

Are we a people of prayer? Do we see the Mass as the
highest form of prayer and a way of uniting with community
to meet a need? Do we pray for peace or just complain that
there is no peace? Is a feast of Mary at the beginning of a
new year a non-entity? What did you do because you
“didn’t have” to go to Mass?

| guess we are still in the obligation, guilt mode of the past!
How far have we come? We certainly have a long way to
go. Maybe people do what they do out of obligation and not
love, devotion or faith. | think that we are in a sorry state in
our culture and this is manifested in our religious practices.
I guess we have to ask people if they are loving us or
responding to us out of obligation, need or some other self
serving purpose. May the New Year find us changing our
hearts towards God and those we love.




VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, January 8 - Angel Needed a.m.

- J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, January 9 - M. McCall p.m.
Wednesday, January 10 - A. Sawczuk p.m.

Thursday, January 11 - D. Zigmantanis p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

January 6 & 7 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- P. Sullivan 8:00 a.m.
- F. Cook 10:30 a.m.
- I. Matthews 12:15 p.m.
January 13 & 14 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- C. Manbeck 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of January 8 - M. Stout
Week of January 15 - M. Buniva

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

January 12 - Team B

January 19 - Team C
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

January 12 - C. Savage

January 19 - Patterson Fam.

GREAT ADVENTURE BIBLE TIMELINE
SEMINAR

February 10, 8:30 a.m., St. John Neumann Pastoral
Center, Piscataway

Tools for a lifetime of enriching Bible study, prayer and
devotional reading. Presenter: Jeff Cavins, author,
theologian and Catholic television personality. Registration
fee of $45.00 includes seminar materials and lunch.
Contact the Office of Evangelization at 732-562-199 0
ext. 2469.

DIOCESAN NEWS

MASS FOR RACIAL HARMONY
Sunday. January 14, 12:00 p.m., St. Francis Cathedr al

The Diocese of Metuchen will celebrate a Mass for Racial
Harmony on Sunday, January 14 at 12:00 p.m. in St.
Francis of Assisi Cathedral, Metuchen.

The Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, Bishop Emeritus of
Metuchen, will be the principal celebrant and homilist at the
Mass. The choir and liturgical dancers from St. Jerome
Parish of the Diocese of Brooklyn will join in the celebration.
For information, call 732-562-1990, x1630

PLAN YOUR FAMILY NATURALLY

Engaged? Married?

Are you interested in a highly effective method of avoiding or
postponing a pregnancy while remaining faithful to the
Church's teachings? Ready to build your family and don't
want to spend months "trying?" Looking for a method of birth
regulation that is completely safe and has no medical side
effects?

Discover the Creighton system and learn how to enhance
your couple relationship while effectively spacing the birth of
your children. For more information, attend one of the
following “free” Introductory Sessions

Tuesday, January 23 — 7:30 p.m.
St. John Neumann Diocesan Center, Piscataway
or
Wednesday, January 31 — 7:30 p.m.
St. Bartholomew Church Rectory, East Brunswick
To register call Elizabeth Smith, 732-877-6905. (Sponsored
through the Family Life Office/Diocese of Metuchen)

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us
to remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
ITSN Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP3 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSqt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2NP | t., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army




PARISH NEWS

CHRISTMAS DECORATING

Thanks to everyone who came out and helped decorate the
Church Center for Christmas. They were: The Nanna
Family, Mary and Pete Cangelosi, Cindy Geiger, the
Mullen Family, Kathy and Amanda Altavilla, Liz and Lou
Livoti, Mike and Sue Griffin, Moe Bilicki, The Simi la
Family, Ann, Kate and Sarah LaCorte, Mary and Andy
Koslowski, Fred Heimall, Paul Fabiano, Ann & Joseph
Germino, George VanDyke, the Malone Family, Phil
Bitner , and Rita Price .

Thanks though to those who helped place the Poinsettias
and did that 4™ Sunday of Advent decorating in the few hours
that we had. The Mergens donated some of the poinsettias
from their son’s wedding the previous week. The McCabe’s
donated the rest and Brook Run Farm gave us the wreaths
and greens that we needed. The Germinos, Fred Heimall,
Joe Sima, Liz Harmon, Mary Pat Mackenzie, Alexis Gr  ant
and Doug Hingos teamed together to put it all in place by
the 5:00 p.m. Mass.

MUSIC MINISTRY FOR CHRISTMAS

Thanks to all who made the church full of music for our
Christmas celebrations and all the Masses throughout the
year. They are: Sean Mahoney, Becky Germino, Neil
McDonald, The Barbones, Maggie Baumann, Ron
Pojedinec, Greg Minerowicz, Barbara Jirouschek, Joy  ce
Owens, Tanya Dainoski, Linda Wisnewski, Rosary
Gilheany, Jude Hingos, Jen Evanko, Anita Sawczuk, T  he
Freys, Gerry Brisson, and Jack Horan, under the direction
of Jim Weber .

LUMINARIES 2006

Many thanks to Linda and Hunt Patterson and their
children Hunt Patterson IV , and Colin Patterson for helping
to set up the luminaries on the entrance road for Christmas
Eve this year. Lighting the luminaries this year, prior to our
Christmas Eve masses were Dick Hopkins, Andrew
Hopkins and Nick Porto . Last but not least, | thank Rita
Price for keeping me apprised of the volunteers who wanted
to help out as the magical night approached. To all those that
donated milk containers...thank you!! The weather was quite
cooperative this Christmas Eve which was only exceeded by
the great committee of folks listed above. Thanks to all!
Steve Bauernfeind

DEDECORATING

It is always sad to see Christmas end the decorations taken
down. But we must move on. The Church's celebration of
Christmas goes beyond the secular calendar. We conclude
the celebration on the Baptism of the Lord. So dedecorating
will take place on Tuesday January 16 at 6:30 p.m. and
continue on Wednesday the 17th at 6:30 p.m. if it is not done
on Tuesday. Please sign up in the Narthex. Until then enjoy
the season and the reason for the season and the Christmas
finery.

25" ANNIVERSARY NEWS

The 2nd meeting of the 25th Anniversary Committee was
held on Tuesday, December 12 at 2:00 p.m. Though event
dates have not been set, committees are formulating plans

for three separate dates. Please keep in mind that October
20, 2007 sets off the celebration with a concert - put that
date on your calendar. This will be orchestrated by our own
Jim Weber . Once the Bishop tells us when he will come to
celebrate the Anniversary Mass in May 2008 we will
apprise you of the date. Anita Sawczuk is chairing the
Anniversary  committee. The committees are
Entertainment/Fundraising - Jim Murray, Paul Gagen, Bill
Harrison, Mike Griffin and Maggie Baumann .
Refreshments/Catering - Judith Regan and Sally
Graham. Memorial Booklet - Rosary Gilheany and
Martha McCall . Invitations - Mary Pat Mackenzie . The
celebration will culminate with a dynamic picnic on October
4, 2008. The Labyrinth will play an important part in our
25th Anniversary. Please read on about the significance of
the labyrinth.

FOUR HAND CONCERT
Sunday, January 14, 2:30 p.m., Church Center

For the benefit of Habitat for Humanity. Program includes
Waltz (Aram Khachaturian), Grande Sonata (Franz
Schubert), Bolero from the Spanish Dances (Moskowski),
Fugue in C minor (Mozart) and Altair and Vega (Bob
James). Pianists: Richard Mcintyre and Maggie
Baumann . Reception follows.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, February 2, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Disciple Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate
the program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular
weekend Mass, except in special circumstances. The
Community is present to welcome the child into the church
and to pledge their support to the new parents as they
raise their child in the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered members of The
Community of St. John Neumann. At least one Godparent
needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next scheduled
Baptism Prep Program is Friday — February 2 at 7:15
p.m. For more information or to begin the process please
call the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the online
form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER REMEMBRANCES

Dolores Gillen
Deceased Members of the Notaroberto and D’Armiento

Families
Daniel Raimondo
Nellie Van Volkenburgh




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD'S GIFTS
A True Story

He and his wife were in their late forties,
raising a large family. And raising them
well. Theirs was a family that spent a lot of
time together, and anyone who ever visited
their home couldn’t help but notice that
they had a good time together.
Job-wise he was doing fine — an office job with a large
company. He wasn't at the executive level, but it was
enough to make his family “middle income.” The lower end
of that bracket, but still middle-income. And he liked what he
was doing.
The whole family was involved in their parish in lots of
different ways. Faithful to Sunday Mass, of course, but also
ready to lend a hand in whatever needed to be done.
One day while having lunch at work, some of the fellows said
to him, “You know, you've got a lot of talent, and the bosses
like you. But you don’'t work much overtime, and you just
don't seem to have the drive. You're still middle-aged and
you've got a shot at bettering yourself. You ought to go for it.
You'll have to give up some of the time you spend with your
family and the other things you're involved in for a while, but
it'll be worth it. You'd got to make some changes. Other
wise you'll never get ahead...”
He said, “Ahead of what?”

The Gospel passage below appears with some differences in
Matthew, Mark and Luke, but it is never read on a Sunday.

“People were bringing even infants to him that he might
touch them, and when the disciples saw this, they
rebuked them. Jesus, however, called the children to
himself and said, “Let the children come to me and do
not prevent them; for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. Amen, | say to you, whoever does not
accept the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.”
(Lk 18:15-17).

Let's place ourselves inside this scene and see what details
we notice. You are someone who happened to be passing
by the synagogue where Jesus had been doing some
teaching. Waiting for him on the outside were a couple of
women who had brought their infants for a blessing. Some
other women noticed this and hurried off to get their infants
too.
When Jesus came out and saw this, he beamed. He took
each infant in his arms, spoke to each baby as one does to
an infant, and placed a hand on its head as be prayed a
blessing with his eyes closed.
When the disciples saw other woman coming with their
infants, they went over to them and said that Jesus could
only do the ones already there. He had to be moving on.
Jesus saw this as he was handing an infant back to its
mother. He acted quickly. Totally ignoring his disciples, he
looked straight at the women arriving and said not to worry —
he had plenty of time for all of them.
I's not simply that Jesus loved infants. He wanted everyone
to know that the way a mother loves these little ones — that's
how God loves us.
Back to the pivotal truth: It's all a gift from God.

Spend some quiet time with the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

35 Responses from 393 Families
32 Time & Talent, 20 Treasure, 10 Youth

The three kings in today’s Gospel traveled a great distance
at considerable cost to offer their richest gifts to the infant
Jesus. How far will I go and what will | offer to do homage
to this newborn King and Savior?

EINANCIAL UPDATE

NO COMPARISON
Weekly Average for December 2005................... ..$6,692.00

For December 31, 2006 (406 Families)

93 WEEKIY DONOIS .....eeoveeeiiie e sie e $2,447.50
23 Monthly DONOIS .......ccocvvieeiiiiie e $5,134.00
LOOSE MONBY .....eeeiiiiieciiiie et e st $92.00
TOtal o $7,673.50
Weekly Average for December 2006................... ..$7,868.00
Weekly NE€d ........ouvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiie s e e e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
NOVEMDET ... $6,845.00
OCTODE ... $6,556.00
SEPIEMDET ...t $7,430.00
AUGUST ...t e e e $6,524.00
O 11 ]SS $5,902.00
ST Y=Y $6,352.00
MY .ttt $6,651.00
Y o] PSP SSUPPPPRRRN $6,324.00
MAICH Lo $7,246.00
FEBIUAIy ... $6,772.00
JANUAIY . ...eeceeeeeieee ettt steesve e eteesbe e s e e saeeaeaesaeeans $6,302.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For December 31, 2006

Weekl Month ly

5 5.00 | = 25.00 1 20.00 | = 20.00
1 7.50 | = 7.50 1 24.00 | = 24.00
14 10.00 | = 140.00 1 25.00 | = 25.00
5 15.00 | = 75.00 1 30.00 | = 30.00
29 20.00 | = 580.00 1 45.00 | = 45.00
13 25.00 | = 325.00 5 50.00 | = 250.00
4 30.00 | = 120.00 1 60.00 | = 60.00
8 35.00 | = 280.00 6 | 100.00 | = 600.00
2 40.00 | = 80.00 1| 110.00 | = 110.00
6 50.00 | = 300.00 1| 240.00 | = 240.00
3 75.00 | = 225.00 1| 380.00 | = 380.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00 1| 500.00 | = 500.00
2| 100.00 | = 200.00 1| 1250.00 | = | 1250.00
93 244750 | 1 | 1600.00 | = | 1600.00
23 5134.00
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