FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME
January 28, 2007

I will sing of your salvation, Lord!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian

Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann

is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:

TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
February 3 & 4

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, January 28 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary
Time/Catholic Education Collection
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

Monday, January 29 — Sts. Papias & Maurus
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center)

7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office
Center)

Tuesday, January 30 — St. Paul Ho Hyob
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
2:00 p.m. Historical Committee (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, January 31 — St. John Bosco
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Thursday, February 1 — Bl. Patrick O’Loughran
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Seton Room)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 2 — Presentation of the Lord
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

7:15 p.m. Baptism Prep (Church Center)

Saturday, February 3 — St. Blaise

Sunday, February 4 — Souper Bow! of Caring Weekend/
Paving Our Yellow Brick Road
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Celebrant...........oooovvviiieiiiiiiiiie e, Fr. Mickiewicz
[T o (o ] TP PUT R RSOPPPPPPPN M. Lynch
AIRAr SEIVEIS ..oooiiiiiiiiiieee e Vitale Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............. V. Olesiak, C. Drzewiecki,
........................................ D. Kelemen, T. Shick, A. Sawczuk
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant...........oooovvviiieeiiiiiiiiieee, Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (0] SOOIt R. Ditzel
ARAr SEIVET ..oviiiiiiiiiiiee e Sullivan Family
Ministers of the Eucharist........................ W. Minick, J. Sima,
..................................... D. Sima, R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant...........ooooevviieiiiiiii e Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o1 (o ] R G. Porto
ARAr SEIVET ..vviieieiiiiee e Malone Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............... B. Martalus, B. Martalus,
............................................... C. Carroll, C. Frey, M. McCall
Sunday 12:15p.m.
Celebrant........ccccccoeeeiieciiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
=T ox (0] U PR R. Maratta
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. Wickel, R. Wickel
FOUNDATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION
COLLECTION

This Weekend

The second collection this weekend is for The Foundation
for Catholic Education, a diocesan endowment fund which
was established in 1991. Your generosity to the
Foundation Collection enables the diocese to provide
tuition assistance grants to students in financial need in the
41 Catholic elementary schools and 4 Catholic high
schools in the Diocese of Metuchen. Without financial
assistance, these students might not receive the gift of a
Catholic education. Catholic education today needs the
support of everyone. Please be as generous as your
means will allow. Help us to continue to “Inspire the future
with faith, hope, love and knowledge.”

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

The nation’s nearly 8,000 Catholic schools will celebrate
Catholic Schools Week from January 28 through February
3. This year’'s theme is “Catholic Schools: the Good News
in Education.”

Father William Davis, a priest of the Oblates of St. Francis
de Sales and interim secretary for education at the
USCCB, said “High achievement rates, high retention
rates, high moral values and high student and parent
satisfaction are the distinctive marks of a Catholic school.
That’s the good news and we want to share it.”

National Appreciation Day For Catholic Schools will be
observed Wednesday, January 31.




FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year C

The foundation of our Christian community is the theological
virtue of love (CCC #1812-29, 2087-94). Paul's eloquent
description of love as the greatest gift to be sought for is a
challenging examination of conscience for all of us. As
Christians we are called to a life of love that permeates every

detail of our ordinary lives.

truly Christian.

GOD’S CHALLENGE
The Lord stiffens

Justice without love is not yet

the courage of
Jeremiah by calling him to prophesy, to
be a wall of bronze and a pillar of iron.
Jesus challenged his hometown folk to
respond to his work, but they chased
him away. God’s overwhelming love is
a strong challenge for people. They are
called to overcome obstacles, put away
childish things and seek perfection in
things that last: faith, hope and — the greatest — love. Today
the Lord challenges us to respond by following him.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
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MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, January 30
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, January 31
9:30 a.m. William Stasiulaitus req. Anita Sawczuk

Friday, February 2
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, February 3
5:30 p.m. May DeVito req. Mary Connolly

Sunday, February 4
8:00 a.m. Melinda Minnie Bush req. Robin Bush
10:30 a.m. Alberta Barno req. Suzanna Kosakowski
12:15 p.m. Gary Mucci req. Jacob Family

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, January 29
12:00 p.m. Deanery Meeting (High Bridge)

Tuesday, January 30
Bulletin
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, January 31
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
4:00 p.m. Meeting (Millstone)
7:30 p.m. Synod Conclusion (Plainsboro)

Thursday, February 1
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, February 2
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

7:15 p.m. Baptism Prep (Church Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and
Eucharistic Prayer: Al Stewart — Dorothy Daniel — Debra
Flannery — Henry M. Kmiec -- Nicholas Frodelly —
Tommassina Capparelli — Nancy Lazzaro — Raphalita
Garcia — Ralph Grillo — Francis J. Scott

Deceased: Raphalita Garcia mother of Lyle Garcia; Ralph Grillo, uncle
of Sharon Janks; Francis J. Scott, father of Rev. Michael P. Scott,
director of the Office of Prison Ministry. May they find peace and
comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength in
the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends.

PAVING OUR YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

Next weekend is the first weekend of the month and the
occasion for passing the basket after the Communion of
the Mass to collect the funds necessary for meeting our
mortgage of $6,706.52. Thanks to the 114 families who
gave $4,198.00 last month to help meet the mortgage. We
appreciate your generosity.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 — FEAST OF ST.
BLAISE

On the feast of St. Blaise it is tradition to bless throats.
Throats will be blessed after the 5:30 p.m. Mass. St. Blaise
is remembered for blessing a child who had a bone stuck
in his throat that was released at his blessing.

Through the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and
martyr, may the Lord protect you from aliments of the
throat and every other evil. In the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

EVANGELICAL POVERTY
and the Healing of the Nations (Part 2 of 2)

(Continued from last week’s bulletin) ... Gandhi once said
that if people had been less willing to go along with Nazi
Germany, millions of deaths could have been averted. Our
willingness to go along with the culture of death® structures
of sin (such as materialistic gluttony) is condemning
hundreds of millions in our own day to death, poverty, and
misery. Since the American Empire is such a money
dependent materialistic society, a significant factor in our
nonviolent, peaceful opposition to the culture of death must
be to not spend so much money, not buy so much stuff, not
store so much stuff, not live with so much stuff, not haul
around so much stuff, not use so much stuff, and then,
ultimately, not throw away so much stuff and not bury so
much stuff in the ground, where it becomes useless waste.
Our addiction to the mindless consumption of stuff is a
manifestation of disordered priorities and decadence, not of
strength and hard work.

Waste not, want not, our grandfathers and grandmothers
once advised us; now people snicker and roll their eyes
when they hear such quaint speech. The structures of sin,
which contribute so much to the problems of this era are fed,
one little bite at a time, by the voluntary choices of myriads of
people. In like manner, the structures of beauty and wisdom
that should replace these evils are planted and grown by the
voluntary choices of people who decide they will eliminate or
minimize their involvement with structures of sin and evil and
who go on to make a positive contribution to their
communities that is rooted in actual changes in the way their
households live. We got into this one bad decision at a time.
We will get out of it one good decision at a time.

If you think your own personal consumption doesn® really
matter in the long run and grand scheme of things because
you are only one person, and a special one at that, you are
wrong. You are telling yourself something that the system
has taught you in order to help you feel better about making
bad choices. No one is so special that they get a "waste all
the energy and consume all the resources you want" card
from the universe that entitles them to wage war on innocent
people to secure access to cheap resources such as
petroleum. The judgment of the Catholic Church is that
resource wars are unjust wars.

There is no way out of the culture of death without
conversion of heart and mind, and a subsequent change in
our ways of living. This is bound to involve considerable
personal inconvenience, pain, and sacrifice, and so we know
how popular this proposal will be. But the stakes are high, for
ourselves, our children, and our children® children. Despite
what the secular humanist culture of death capitalists say in
their glorification of greed and gluttony, we can® base our
economic life on the seven deadly sins and expect to not
have serious problems. Our life on this earth has physical
limits. The longer we delay confronting our personal and
household responsibilities, the more problems we will face.
The sooner we change the ways and manners in which we
live, the more secure and sustainable our families,
communities, cities and nations will become, and the more
hope, peace, and justice there will be in the world. And as
there is more hope, peace, and justice there will be less
violence, less greed, less arrogance, and more life, love,
beauty, and wisdom.

The future will grow from what we plant today. We®e seen
the effect of entire populations motivated to do evil, but
even a few people determined to do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly before their God can have an enormous
impact for good on the flow of events. This is one of the
truths of the story of the destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah; even ten righteous could have averted that
calamity, but they were nowhere to be found.
These are grave and terrible times in which we live. New
horsemen of the apocalypse ride about the world, seeking
the ruin of souls and the deaths of many: Economic
injustice and catastrophe, starvation, violence, revolution,
war, pestilence, embargoes and sanctions are in the news
every day.
In response to the ongoing deterioration of the situation of
the poor worldwide, Mother Teresa of Calcutta called upon
those who are rich to take and use less, so that there
would be more for others. Thus, instead of encouraging
fear and violence, we can plant gardens of abundance and
peace. Where others preach hate and fear, we can live in
love and respect. If greed is exalted, we should praise and
live an honorable and evangelical poverty, in the world, yet
not of the world.
If this be treason against the culture of death, then the
Devil can make the most of it, but our Catholic faith tells us
that even though death destroys the body, yet in your flesh
you shall see God. Yes, there is the valley of the shadows
of death, but it is not a place to fear any evil, for if we walk
there, God walks with us every step of the way. His staff is
there to comfort and protect, and he leads us to green
pastures. God restores our soul, and in the end, goodness
and mercy will reign in justice and peace. | know that® how
this all ends up. | read the Book all the way to the end.
"And the leaves of the trees were for the healing of the
nations."

(End Part 2 of 2) - The Catholic Worker 2006

SHIP
Monday, February 12, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, February 12. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these
items, please call Anne Germino at 439-9335. All items
must be at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday
morning, February 12. Thank you for your continued
support of this Ministry.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the
first working
referral number
in New Jersey
and part of a
National Initiative to Link People with Community Services.
2-1-1 is to Information & Referral, what 9-1-1 is to
emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline;
Abuse Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior
Assurance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more.
Questions? See website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call
2-1-1.




SOUPER BOWL OF CARING WEEKEND
February 3 & 4

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,
help us be mindful of those without a bowl! of soup to eat”

We are on a mission to fight hunger and
poverty. You can help. More than 15
years ago on a Super Bowl Sunday, a
simple prayer inspired a single youth
group. They started the Souper Bowl of
Caring, a youth-lead movement that is
now an international event.
Since 1990, the Souper Bowl of Caring
has raised more than $33 million for
individual charities across the country. It is also turning our
nation’s biggest weekend of football into its largest weekend
of giving.
Each year, tens of thousands of our nation’s youth put God’s
love into action through the Souper Bowl of Caring. You can
help them feel the significance of caring for others.
As you leave Mass on February 3 or 4, our Junior High youth
will be in the Narthex to accept your money donation and can
of soup. Then, during the month of February, our youth and
parent volunteers will serve the clients at Elijah’'s Promise
Soup Kitchen in New Brunswick to present them with our St.
John Neumann gifts!
With your help, more dollars will be raised, more lives will be
changed, and more young people will experience the joy of
serving Christ by serving others!
Thank you for helping us with this mission! From your Team
Leaders: Emily & Michael Blair, Nate Connolly, and
Angela Tagliareni

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or too
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family in
need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website —
http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations - When making donations unless
directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social Ministry
function, program or fundraiser should be made out to St.
John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the intended
program. This enables the parish to track your donation(s) for
end of the year tax reporting. If you make the check payable
to another organization then that organization tracks the
donation and it won't appear on the tax statement you
receive from St. John Neumann. Donations for anything can
always be put in the Social Ministry Drop Box located at the
Social Ministry Station in the Narthex. Envelopes can be
found on the stand next to the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’s web page on the parish website.)
Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org

Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular
coupon clippers in donating coupons in support of our
holiday food program and the local food pantries. You can
drop your coupons in the container in the Narthex.
PLEASE! CLIP THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no
less busy than anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy — donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry
Station

St. Jude’s Ranch — please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

WOMEN'’S CRISES SERVICES

Women, children, men experiencing domestic
violence, sexual assault call 888-988-4033.
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that

once you cross that line, you can

never go back without help!” If you or

someone you know has this problem
Anderson House can help. Pick up a brochure in the
Narthex or call 908-534-5818.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 13 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift
cards last weekend, for a total of $1,300.00 with $65.00
coming to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or
come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you
nothing and the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our
thanks to all who purchase these cards and to those who
are willing to stay after Mass to sell them.

AUCTION 2007

We are looking for someone to chair the Tricky Tray which
is held the night before the Grand Auction. That is Friday
June 1. There are experienced people to help but we need
a chair. If you want to know what it entails call Marybeth
Harrison. She has 3 children graduating this year from 8th
grade, high school and college. Her number is 537-96010r
email her at maryb1212@hotmail.com Thank you for
responding.




EVANGELIZATION

SLOW TO GROW

Most of us are impatient. We want what we want, when we
want it and it is no different in Evangelization. But the speed
of success is not even a consideration. The success of
individual evangelization efforts is not based on great
numbers of people joining the church or becoming Christian.
It is about planting the seeds of faith; making another aware
by word and deed that Jesus is “The light, the truth and the
way.” Ultimately, it is the Gospel message and God’s grace
that helps an individual have a conversion of heart and
accept the message. When he was still a cardinal, Pope
Benedict XVI wrote, “Evangelizing is not merely a way of
speaking, but a form of living: living in the listening, and
giving voice to the Father.”

Prayer, reading and studying the Bible are key elements to
success. A good priest once wrote, “Jesus preached by day,
but prayed by night.” Following the way Jesus showed us,
we give up our way of life and over time we succeed for Him.
"Whoever loses his life for my sake and the Gospel® will
save it" (Mark 8:35).

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a time
to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. All those
thinking about becoming Catholic are invited. Please
contact Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for more
information.

BECOMING CATHOLIC:
THE JOURNEY OF FAITH

If you are thinking about becoming Catholic, you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point. If you
or someone you know would like to find out more about
becoming Catholic, please call the parish office at 832-
2513.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team will coordinate the development of
a new parish community video to be ready for our 25"
Anniversary next year. Please watch for more information on
how you might contribute to that production. One of the
things we would like to do is video record all events between
now and next spring as well as special Masses and
sacraments. Whether you're a professional or gifted
amateur, if you can volunteer your time to help
accomplish this please, contact Earl Roberts or a
member of the team.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at
832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a

copy of a “Handbook for Today’'s Catholic” to help you
grow in your faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you
know!

DISCOVERY SUNDAY

March 25, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the March 25 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and
present information on the past history and present focus
of the parish. Important; It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish
website — www.ccsin.org. A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, February 2, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an
outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John® Baptism
Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial
pastoral visit at the parish office
with either the Pastoral Assistant
for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the
Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, parents
attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly.
Baptism Disciple Couples from St. John® Baptism Team
facilitate the program and assist on the day of Baptism as
well.

All St. John® Baptisms are celebrated at a regular
weekend Mass, except in special circumstances. The
Community is present to welcome the child into the church
and to pledge their support to the new parents as they
raise their child in the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered members of The
Community of St. John Neumann. At least one Godparent
needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next scheduled
Baptism Prep Program is Friday — February 2 at 7:15
p.m. For more information or to begin the process please
call the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the online
form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST

First Eucharist Catechesis Session 2 — Saturday, February
10, 3:30- 5:00 p.m. in the Church Center.




ADULT FORMATION
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THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF
THE LORD

This Friday the Church will celebrate the feast of the
Presentation of the Lord. In this feast, we recall and honor
the bringing of the infant Christ to the temple by Mary and
Joseph for the prescribed offering. According to Jewish
law, this was to take place 40 days after the child’s birth. It
is in the midst of this ritual action that two holy prophets,
Anna and Simeon, beheld the Christ child and recognized
him for who he was: the promised Messiah who would
redeem and save all people.

In a sense, this feast is an epiphany, an illumination, or
revelation of Christ as the fulfillment of God's ancient
promises. It is not surprising then, that in this feast the
Church has traditionally made great use of candles, which
represent and symbolize Christ as the Light of the world.
Candles are blessed before the procession of the Mass,
and, if possible, the people gathered for this Mass walk in
the procession with these candles lit. (This is also when
the candles to be used for the blessing of throats on
Saturday, the optional memorial of St. Blase, are blessed.)
Forty days ago we celebrated the Light of the Word, Jesus
Christ, coming in his birth at Bethlehem. This week we
continue honoring him as the Light which no darkness can
overcome (see John 1:5). Throughout the year, let us be
reminded, often, of Christ’s promised presence in our lives.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

RESPECT LIFE

“In our service of charity, we must be inspired and
distinguished by a specific attitude: we must care for the
other person for whom God as made us responsible. As
disciples of Jesus, we are called to become neighbors to
everyone (cf. Lk 10:29-37), and to show special favor to
those who are poorest, most alone and most in need. In
helping the hungry, the thirsty, the foreigner, the naked, the
sick, the imprisoned — as well as the child in the womb and
the old person who is suffering or near death — we have
the opportunity to serve Jesus. He himself said, ‘As you
did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to
me’ (Mt 25:40). Hence we cannot but feel called to
account and be judged by the ever relevant words of Saint
John Chrysostom: ‘Do you wish to honor the body of
Christ? Do not neglect it when you find it naked. Do not
do it homage here in church with silk fabrics only to neglect
it outside where it suffers cold and nakedness."”

- The Gospel of Life, Pope John Paul Il, no. 87
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CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Focus: Jesus the Teacher

“Encouraged by Jesus’ example, we can reach
out to others.”

Scripture: “No prophet is accepted in his native place.”
Luke 4:21-30

Question: What makes me uncomfortable about Jesus’
words or actions?

Song: “God Has Chosen Me” #371
Story: Schools in the shadows...

Gul Khanum is 11 years old. She lives with her parents on
their small farm in Mollai, a little village in Afghanistan. Every
day this eleven-year-old risks her life to realize her dream of
one day becoming a doctor:

She goes to school.

Gul attends a small elementary school built last summer by
the U.S. Army — the first school ever in her village. The
village of Mollai has nothing — no paved roads, electrical
power, water wells, clinics — but this school is the village’s
highest priority. Gul and her friends are the first girls in their
families to attend school: her parents and most of the parents
of Mollai’s 300 students cannot read.

There are those in Afghanistan who do not want Gul and her
friends going to school. They seek to control Afghanistan
and its economy by keeping the people poor, illiterate and
dependent. In the 1990s, the ruling Taliban eliminated
education for girls entirely, maintaining schools for boys in
Islamic studies only.

Since the Taliban was overthrown in 2001, the struggling
new democracy has done an exceptional job in establishing
schools for all the nation’s children. But over the past six
months, Taliban insurgents have launched a campaign to
destroy Afghanistan’s gains in education. Schools have
been bombed and burned; teachers have been killed and
students have been threatened. Nearly half of Afghanistan’s
public schools have been closed. By attacking schools, the
Taliban is attempting to weaken ordinary Afghans’
confidence in their fledgling government.

But Gul's community and villages like hers refuse to buckle
under. They have opened schools in private homes, away
from public view. An Afghan math teacher, whose own
school was bombed, said they are determined to pay
whatever price to educate their sons and daughters. “If our
people do not get educated, it will be a disaster for our
country. We see how far ahead other countries are getting,
and we are just falling farther behind.”

One day, eleven-year-old Gul will be a doctor because of her
own determination and that of her family and village.

[From “Afghan Girls, Back in the Shadows” By Pamela
Constable, The Washington Post, September 23, 2006.]

The determination of Gul and her fellow students and their
families and teachers to preserve education for all children is
nothing less than “prophetic.” Acting “prophetically” begins
with embracing what is right and just and then being willing to
confront whatever evil seeks to destroy that good. All of us

are called to be prophets, whether we are elementary
school students like Gul or physicians or the sons and
daughters of carpenters. May we possess the wisdom to
listen to God speaking to us in the example and the grace
of the prophets in our midst who proclaim God’s Word to all
of us by the integrity of their lives; in turn, may we assume
our call to be “prophets,” as well, revealing the love of God
in our love of others, proclaiming the justice and peace of
God in the humility and selflessness in which we seek to
live our lives, celebrating God's forgiveness in our new
struggle to forgive and be reconciled with others.
Connections, January 2007

CATECHETICAL PARENT-STUDENT
HANDBOOK

The St. John® guide to Religious Education for parents
and students was mailed out this week to all Religious
Education families. Please read this handbook, share the
applicable parts with your child/children and sign and
return the enclosed parent - student agreement to your
child® catechist or to the Religious Education drop-off box
in the Seton Room.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
ATTENTION: Junior High Students & Parents

We still have openings for our Souper Bowl of Caring
service opportunity. Junior High youth are needed to help
serve the clients at Elijah’s Promise Soup Kitchen in New
Brunswick on Thursday, February 8 and Thursday,
February 22. The February 8 date is almost full and we
have parent drivers. Please consider this wonderful
opportunity. You will need to leave St. John’s no later than
4:30 p.m. on those days. Adjust your schedule and make it
happen! Sign-up sheet in the Narthex as you leave Mass
today. If you have any questions, Annette Tagliareni at
832-2162.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS
- Angel Needed a.m.

Monday, February 5

- S. Griffin p.m.
Tuesday, February 6 - M. McCall p.m.
Wednesday, February 7 - E. Vigilante p.m.

Thursday, February 8 - D. Zigmantanis p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

January 27 & 28 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m.
- S. Bumen 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
February 3 & 4 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- C. Manbeck 10:30 a.m.
- I. Matthews 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of January 22 - K. Borris
Week of February 4 - M. Buniva

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

February 2 - Team E

February 9 - Team A
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

February 2 - J. Stemple

February 9 - A. Tagliareni
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DIOCESAN NEWS

SAVE THE DATE — BREAD AND ROSES
GALA

Friday, May 4, Hunterdon Hills Playhouse

The Bread & Roses Gala is a fun-filled event that includes
dinner and dancing, a live and silent auction, entertainment,
50/50 raffle and presentation of the Immanuel Award. Mr.
Daniel Torrone (Dr. D) will be the recipient of the 2007
Immanuel Award. The proceeds from this event help support
the social service programs of Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Metuchen in Hunterdon and Warren Counties. For more
information, please visit the diocesan website at
www.diometuchen.org or call 732-562-2436.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR
CONSECRATED LIFE

Sunday, February 4, 4:00 p.m., St. Francis Cathedral

The men and women in Consecrated Life in the diocese
invite you to join with them and Bishop Bootkoski in a
celebration for World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life on
Sunday, February 4 at St. Francis Cathedral, Metuchen. The
celebration begins with evening prayer at 4:00 p.m. and will
be followed by a light reception.

2006 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Please note that our goal for the Bishop’s Annual
Appeal has been reduced to $25,000, due to the
fact that we have lost 2 large contributors. We
appreciate the Bishop’s and the Appeal Board’'s
consideration of this loss and readjusting our goal.

Thanks to all who have contributed to this yearly Appeal.

$26,709.95 pledged from 138 families toward our goal

of $25,000. (111.82% of goal) Thank you!
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MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us
to remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro I, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1°' Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD'S GIFTS

A true story
He always said that if you play for money —
not big money, but some money — it made
the game more interesting. He played golf,
bridge or gin rummy, and whenever he did, some friendly
bets were part of the game.
Some people, when they win money, give 10 percent right off
the top to charity. That's a fine thing to do.
This fellow had a different approach. He gave half of his
winnings to charity. But that's not the main difference.
If he lost money at golf, bridge or gin rummy, before he went
to bed that night he wrote a check for the same amount to be
given to charity.
A friend learned of this and asked why he did this. His
answer? ‘| figure that, if | can afford to lose whatever
amount | lose, | can afford to give that much to the Lord.”

The wealthy in Jesus’ time

According to Scripture scholar John P. Meier, society during
Jesus’ time would have had a small rich minority, and 90
percent of the people would have been considered “poor.”
Jesus probably was not poor, but he wasn't rich. Fishing and
carpentry — the occupations of Jesus and many of his
apostles — were middle-class professions.

“The official replied, ‘All of these | have observed from
my youth.” When Jesus heard this he said to him, ‘There
is still one thing left for you: sell all that you have and
distribute it to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.” But when he heard this
he became quite sad, for he was very rich.” (Lk 18:21-
22)

When the official tells Jesus that he had kept the Law from
his youth, Jesus extends a particular and personal call
(“there is one thing left for you”). Note that Jesus doesn’t
say, as in Matthew, “If you wish to be perfect...” No. Jesus
is not dealing here with levels of perfection. He is simply
calling this man to sell what he has, distribute it to the poor
and travel with Jesus.

Now this raises an interesting question.

We tend to think of the Lord’s “call” as coming to us when
we're young — and it's a matter of choosing a vocation. (But
remember, in Luke’s account this is not a young man.)

Could it be that further along the way, God calls me
personally to some particular good work? It might be to get
deeply involved in something at my parish or the civic
community. It might be to give a lot of money to a good
cause. It might be to spend a week or two helping out in a
Third World country.

We're talking here about particular calls — like with the official
in the above Gospel passage.

Have | paid attention to the possibility that along the way God
calls me to some particular work?

All my gifts come from God. And | am to use them for God’s
good work.

Spend some quiet with the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as a way of life.”

35 Responses from 393 Families
32 Time & Talent, 20 Treasure, 10 Youth

Jeremiah declares that the Lord knew him before he was
born and dedicated and appointed him to his role as
prophet even before he drew breath. We, too, are known
and sent by the Lord. What deeds of love and service are
mine to perform?

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For January 22, 2006

112 Weekly DONOIS .......vvvvveeeiiiciiiiieiee e $2,965.00
39 Monthly DONOTS ......cccveeiiiieiiee e $4,056.00
LOOSE MONEY ..ccvvveiiiieeitie e estee e sieeetee e sivaenaee e $145.00
Total oo $7,1660.00

For January 21, 2007 (406 Families)

114 WeeKly DONOIS ......vveveveeciiresieesiiesee e siveesiee e $3,071.00
26 Monthly DONOIS ......ccvvevvieiiee e $3,084.00
LOOSE MONBY .....oeeeiiiieeeciiiee et $116.00
TOtAl coveeeieeeee s $6,271.00
WeeKIly NEEd ......ccceeeviiveeiee e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
DECEMDBET ..o $7,868.00
NOVEMDBET .....ccoiiiiiiiiei $6,845.00
OCTODE ... $6,556.00
SEPLEMDEN ...t $7,430.00
AUGUST ...ttt e a e $6,524.00
JUIY o $5,902.00
JUNIB. s $6,352.00
VY e $6,651.00
AT oo $6,324.00
MAICH . $7,246.00
FEBIUAIy ... $6,772.00
JANUAIY ...euviiiie et $6,302.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For January 21, 2007

Weekl Monthly
6 5.00 | = 30.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
1 9.00 | = 9.00 2 20.00 | = 40.00
20 10.00 | = 200.00 1 24.00 | = 24.00
10 15.00 | = 150.00 1 25.00 | = 25.00
30 20.00 | = 600.00 1 30.00 | = 30.00
16 25.00 | = 400.00 2 40.00 | = 80.00
5 30.00 | = 150.00 6 50.00 | = 300.00
6 35.00 | = 210.00 1 60.00 | = 60.00
6 40.00 | = 240.00 4 100.00 | = 400.00
1 47.00 | = 47.00 1 125.00 | = 125.00
4 50.00 | = 200.00 1 130.00 | = 130.00
3 75.00 | = 225.00 1| 170.00 | = 170.00
5| 100.00 | = 500.00 1| 200.00 | = 200.00
1| 110.00 | = 110.00 1| 250.00 = 250.00
114 3071.00 1 300.00 | = 300.00
1 350.00 | = 350.00
1 600.00 | = 600.00
26 3084.00




PARISH NEWS

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, January 10, 2007.

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the

Parish website (www.ccsjn.org) under Pastoral Council.

Highlights included:

- Laurie Slinger provided information for the Pastoral
Council on the Spirituality group. Frustration was noted
for limited participation among parishioners.

The Pastoral Council will host a social coffee gathering
on Sunday, February 25 after the 10:30 Mass.

Minor changes were made to the Pastoral Council
Covenant. The revised document is available on the
web site.

The Pastoral Council had a lengthy discussion about the
complexities of developing a Youth Ministry program at
St. John Neumann’s. Information will be gathered from
other parishes for further reflection.

Three new Pastoral Council members will be needed for
May, 2007. Please prayerfully consider this ministry and
contact any current members through the Parish office
for more information. There will be an information
session in late March.

MONTHLY COFFEE AFTER MASS
Sunday, February 25 after the 10:30 a.m. Mass

On Sunday, February 25" at the 10:30 mass the Pastoral
Council will kick off Monthly Coffee After Mass. What a
great way to connect with other parishioners who you don’t
get a chance to talk to! Delicious baked goods, bagels,
coffee and juice will be available. So, put mark your
calendars now!

PARISH HISTORY COMMITTEE
Wednesday, January 31 at 2:00 p.m., Office Center

The Parish History Committee will meet on Wednesday,
January 31 at 2:00 p.m. in Seton Room to discuss the book
and interviews. This year we will concentrate on the newer
members of the parish. Let us know if you are interested.
Committees:  Lists of members, committee duties
and minutes needed for Archives and History. Send to
Rosary S. Gilheany, gilheanaigh@earthlink.net (note
change of address)

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE

As part of our parish Five Year Plan we intend to establish a
“Community Life Committee.” The purpose of the committee
is to review our existing social and community activities to
ensure that they are meeting the needs of our parish
community, including all ages and life situations. In addition,
the committee will consider opportunities for collaboration
with other parishes in our area, as well as with other religious
and community organizations. Those interested should
contact Rita Price in the Parish Office.

wWOow! WHAT A SURPRISE!

| truly was surprised! | asked Fr. Simo what he would have
done if | didn't suggest that we go in to listen to the last part
of the Concert. He said he was creative and he would have

thought of something. | am sure that may have given it
away. | really am 70 if | didn’t pick up on anything.

Thanks for the many well wishes, travel purse, and the
genuine hospitality to my family and friends that is
customary to St. John’s. It was an enjoyable evening and |
was emotionally and physically tired. Of course | didn't get
my customary Sunday afternoon nap even though | didn’t
have to say all the Masses, thanks to Fr. Simo. His ability
to be here for 9 days, at the generosity of a parishioner,
was a special gift as well.

| had not seen some of the pictures of me and my family
for a long time. That was also emotionally moving. Sorry
about the dance. | should have used my better judgment
but | was so distracted.

Thanks also to those who supplied the food and those who
served in the kitchen. | am still enjoying the leftovers.
Thanks to all who put the presentation together and the 2
emcees. | thought | was at the Oscars or This Is Your Life.
I will remember my seventieth as long as | have left in my
life and as long as | don’t lose my mind. My prayers will last
all that time as well.

One of the great surprises of my lifel Thank you from the
fullness of my heart.

THANK YOU

Thanks to all who were participated in the planning for Fr.
Bill's surprise party. They are: Bernadette Andrejco,
Phyllis Baker, Maggie Baumann, Pete and Mary
Cangelosi, Mary Connolly, Anthony DeStefano, Janice
DeVersterre, Tanya Dianoski, Joan Eacovalle, Bonnie
and Lyle Garcia, Kristin Gemma, Mike Griffin, Marybeth
Harrison, Alan and Sharon Janks, Sharon Lohrmann,
MaryPat MacKenzie, Mike and Mary Mastro, Marlene
Milko, Jim Murray, Violetta & Jarek Olesiak, Dorothy
and Joe Sima, Diane Brock Stewart, Ellen Vigilante and
Judy Wade.

Thanks also to the following individuals who were also
involved in the party: Christa Bachman, Fran and
Arminda Barbone, David Baumann, Judy Bilicki, Kevin
Bilicki, Mike and Emily Blair, Nate Connolly, Katie
Davis, Ben Dixon, Paul Fabiano, Mary & Bob
Fakelmann, Rose Fay, Kelly Galligan, The Germino
Family, Fred and Kristin Heimall, Tom Klawuun, Tyler
Loftus, Ralph Maratta, Fr. Simo Marsi , Patrick Meade,
Lynn Mergen, Sean Mullen, Alan& Carolyn
Pepperman, Ron Pojedinec, Rita Price, Earl Roberts,
Dorothy Rogers, Anita Sawczuk, Therese and Eric
Shick, Maureen and Phil Stout, Angela Tagliareni,
Annette Tagliareni, Mike Uss, and George Van Dyke.
Special thanks to all who donated food and drinks. If your
name was inadvertently missed, please accept our
apologies and know that your contribution was greatly
appreciated!

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
Dr. Rose Fay, Pastoral Asst. for Catechesis......... rosefay@earthlink.net

Kristin Gemma, Bulletin Coordinator.................... kagemma@earthlink.net
Sharon Janks, Pastoral Administrator..................... sjanks@earthlink.net
Rev. J. William Mickiewicz, Pastor ... wmickiewicz@earthlink.net
Rita Price, SECIetarny ........couoeveeureerseerseesseennns ritaprice2@earthlink.net
Earl Roberts, Pastoral Asst. for Evangelization

and Social MINISLY ........cveneeeineeineenineeeeneenens earlroberts@earthlink.net
Maureen Stout, Financial Administrator ...... maureenstout@earthlink.net
Annette Tagliareni, Office of Catechesis .......... reledsec@earthlink.net
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