SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
February 11, 2007

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
February 17 & 18

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, February 11 — Campaign for Human
Development/Church in Latin America
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
10:30 a.m. Baptism — Slomczewski (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

Monday, February 12 — BI. James Fenn/Lincoln’s Birthday
10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Tuesday, February 13 — St. Licinius
9:00 a.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
2:00 p.m. Anniversary Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Interview (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, February 14 — Sts. Cyril & Methodius
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Calendar Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, February 15 — St. Severus
10:00 a.m. Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Seton Room)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 16 — St. Marutha
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, February 17 — Seven Servite Founders
8:30 a.m. Pastoral Council (Office Center)

Sunday, February 18 — Catholic Spirit/Food Pantry Weekend

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant..........oooovvviiieeiiiiiiiie e, Fr. Mickiewicz
=703 (0] GRS D. Geerinck
Altar Servers ........cccvveveeeeeeiiiinne, Geerinck/Torczon Family
Ministers of the Eucharist....................... D. Simila, J. Simila,
....................................... D. Kelemen, D. Lance, D. Torczon
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant............oooevviiiiiiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (0] GO A. Sawczuk
ARAI SEIVET ..oviieiiciee e Mastro Family
Gift BEArEIS ....vvvvviieee e Osgood Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.........ccccccevvuunneen. J. Sima. D. Sima,
................................................. B. Minick, R. Bush, B. Gates
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant............oooevviiiiiiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
[T ox (0] (PRSP B. Hunt
AltAr SEIVET ..cccoviiiiiiiiiee e DeStefano Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............... B. Martalus, B. Martalus,
........................................ M. McCall, C. Zelesny, B. Zelesny
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant........ccccccoeeeiieciiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
LECTON .. J. Murray
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. Wickel, R. Wickel

10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)

CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT/
CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA

This Weekend

The collection after the Communion of the Mass this
weekend will be for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development and the Church in Latin America.

Through the Catholic Campaign for Human Development,
we can reverse the trend where 37 million Americans live
in poverty. Since 1970, CCHD has worked to help people
break the cycle of poverty, not just for a day, but for a
lifetime.

Your generous gifts to the Collection for the Church in Latin
America help fellow Catholics in Latin America and the
Caribbean — who are rich in faith but lacking in material
resources — to participate more fully in the life of the
Church and to share their faith with others.

Please be generous to this combined collection.

PRESIDENT'S DAY
Monday, February 19

The office will be closed on Monday, February 19 in honor
of President’'s weekend. The office will reopen on Tuesday,
February 20.



SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year C

The beatitudes of Jesus summarize the attitudes that must
guide the lives of his followers (CCC #1716-28). Because
these be-attitudes designate those who will receive God's
blessing, they reveal God's own values which are very
different from those of our culture. To embrace these
Beatitudes will lead to our participation in the kingdom
community that Jesus proclaims.
BLESSED

Luke’s Gospel tells how Jesus spoke to a large number of
people who had gathered to be healed and to hear him.
Jesus expanded the meaning of the golden rule, illustrating
with the “blesseds” — those goalposts of holiness. We come
closest to the reign of God by being poor or hungry or by
weeping. When we are hated or insulted on account of the
Son of Man, on that day can we rejoice and leap for joy!
Acting as God acts toward us opens us to great reward
through the Messiah, the Christ.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, February 13
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, February 14
9:30 a.m. Marian Zelinka req. Zelinka Family

Friday, February 16
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, February 17
5:30 p.m. Al Mucci req. Jacob Family

Sunday, February 18
8:00 a.m. Irene Brisson req. John & Charlotte Cole
10:30 a.m. George David req. Altavilla Family
12:15 p.m. Mildred Sterlacci req. Catholic Community
of St. John Neumann

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Jane Alpaugh
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Kenneth Casso
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Ed Damiani
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz

Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Katelynn Fortenbacker

Helen Galligan

Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
William E. Gllheany
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Jim Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan

Phyllis Mucci
Robert Olivetti
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Harvey Sliker
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Mildred Sterlacci
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Sunday, February 11
10:30 a.m. Baptism (Church Center)

Monday, February 12
Bulletin

Tuesday, February 13
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
1:00 p.m. Meeting (Millstone)
2:00 p.m. 25" Anniversary Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, February 14
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Calendar Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, February 15
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Allentown)
5:00 p.m. Appointment (Upper Black Eddy)

Friday, February 16
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, February 17

8:30 a.m. Pastoral Council (Office Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and

Eucharistic Prayer:

Nicholas Frodelly — Tommassina

Capparelli — Nancy Lazzaro — Raphalita Garcia — Ral ph
Grillo — Francis J. Scott — Sophie Golaszewski —
Margaret Benson — Barbara Danella — Deacon Carl S.
Suswal — Jane Hahn — Eileen Gray — Edward Franz —

Doris Freer

Deceased: Edward Franz, son of Joy Franz-Kin; Doris Freer , cousin of
the Sterphone family. May they find peace and comfort in the embrace
of the Lord and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort
and support from family and friends.

LAST YEAR'S PALMS

Last year's palms are this year's ashes. Baskets will be
placed in the Narthex to collect your old palms. Drop them
off in the next few weeks. Ash Wednesday is on February
21.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 21, 2007

Ash Wednesday is next Wednesday, February 21. Mass
will be celebrated and ashes distributed at 7:00 a.m. at the
Neumann Residence and 7:30 p.m. in the Church Center.
There will be a Service and the distribution of Ashes in the
Church at 4:00 p.m.




THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT
Weekend of February 17 & 18

The annual subscription drive for our weekly, diocesan
newspaper, The Catholic Spirit, takes place during February,
Catholic Press Month. The Catholic Spirit has a special role
to play in your faith journey. Our diocesan newspaper is an
award-winning publication and we urge you to take
advantage of this opportunity to subscribe. If you are a
registered parishioner, and received a subscription envelope
in your weekly envelope packet, simply drop it in the
collection basket. The basket will be passed after the
Communion of the Mass. Or you can subscribe to The
Catholic Spirit by calling 732-562-2424.

TIME TALENT TREASURE RESPONSES

You will note on page 9 wunder STEWARDSHIP
SPIRITUALITY that only 35 responses have been made to
stewardship from 393 families. We are hoping that it just got
misplaced over the holidays. You can pick up the forms for
Time & Talent and Treasure in the Narthex or you can go on
line at our web site www.ccsjn.org to forms and fill out the
forms on line. We would greatly appreciate if you would fill
them out even if you have done it before. You may want to
change what is there or just confirm what you are already
doing. Thanks for the few minutes that this will take.

She lives with, as she puts it, her “only companion and
family” a fourteen year-old cat. If you have or know of a
reasonably priced apartment please call Earl Robert s
at the parish office or email -
earlroberts@eatrthlink.net

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, February 15, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.H.

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will
take place on Thursday, February 15 from 10:00 a.m. until
noon. Please consider joining us and spending some time
with the residents - they really look forward to our visits.
Children are always welcome!! If you would like to
provide a snack or if you would like more informati on,
please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

SHIP
Monday, February 12, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, February 12. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these
items, please call Anne Germino at 439-9335 . All items
must be at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday
morning, February 12. Thank you for your continued
support of this Ministry.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

STUCK IN THE CRACKS

What kinds of people most often come to us in search of
help? In most cases they are ordinary people who up until
recently, coped well with most things they encountered in life
but then they’re thrown a “curve ball.” Something happens to
upset the delicate balance of their life. They often find
themselves alone, jobless and they or another dependant is
often sick.

In many cases they are people who were living a fairly
comfortable life. Then, suddenly, they are in a struggle for
survival. When they are reviewed by governmental agencies
for help they are often disqualified from most things because
they earned too much the previous tax year. It makes no
difference that they are either in a new lower paying position
or surviving on the charity of family and neighbors.

For many the pain is short-lived and within a short time they
are managing on their own, others take longer because they
need to transition to a new way of life having to adapt to
conditions. And, still others reflect the desperation of a
drowning swimmer. They are often un-churched, little or no
family and referred to us without hope when someone who
was assisting them simply burns out, runs out of funds or
gives up for some other reason. All these people are “stuck
in the cracks” somewhere between their former station in life
and life in the governmental agency jungle. They have no
where to turn hence, after some struggles with pride, they
knock on our door or we get a referral call from a “Good
Samaritan” alerting us to the individual’s situation.

Our response is short-term needs-based assistance and
referral to individuals or agencies that can help in the long
term if needed.

One person we are currently working with is in need of a
place to live. A small apartment, or cottage would suffice.

SOCIAL CONCERNS EXECUTIVE BOARD
OPENING

Social Ministry at the Catholic Community of St. John
Neumann works to make Christ known in word and deed to
parishioners and members of the communities in which
they reside. We work to understand both the charitable
needs and social justice issues of the day and develop
programs, coordinators and volunteers to meet them.
We are currently looking for an individual interested in
working on the Social Concerns Executive Board.
Executive Board members meet quarterly on the fourth
Wednesday of the month to work toward the following
goals

Promoting a better understanding of the need for

peace, social justice and charity

Developing ministerial programs to meet the needs of

our parish and the greater community

To serve as a catalyst for social action in keeping with

the Gospel

Review financial accounts of the ministry
Wlth prayerful discernment, if you feel called to s erve
in this ministry please phone or email Earl at the
parish office. 832-2513 or earlroberts@earthlink.net

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that

once you cross that line, you can

never go back without help!” If you or

someone you know has this problem
Anderson House can help. Pick up a brochure in the
Narthex or call 908-534-5818.




FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND

February 18 will be Food Pantry weekend. As we refill the
pantry and prepare for Easter food deliveries we will try
something new in order to prevent an overabundance of one
item and shortage of another. Each month we will put out
tags that represent our food pantry’s immediate needs. If you
can help the food pantry that month please take a tag or tags
and return those items. By the time we get to packing for a
holiday food delivery our goal is to purchase only what we
need in fresh food items.

As always, please remember to check the expiration date of
the item and be sure it extends past the scheduled delivery
date. We will not knowingly distribute anything that is out of
date. The same is true of dented cans. The inside of cans
are spray coated with an compound that prevents the food
contents from coming in contact with the metal and solder of
the can itself. If a can is dented the coating can crack and the
food can become contaminated.

WOMEN'S CRISES SERVICES

Women, children, men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033. Pick up a brochure in the
Narthex

W.C.C. CORE STATISTICS

The Women's Crisis Center of Hunterdon reported the
following for 2005:

1235 clients were provided services — 6084 calls were made
to the 24 hour crisis hotline — 7460 individual and group
counseling sessions took place — 115 children participated in
the Advocacy Program — Close to 1500 child counseling
sessions were offered — 63 women and 68 children entered
the Safe House shelter, staying and average of 21 days — 78
Sexual Assault survivors were served — 25 Batterers
attended Compassion Therapy classes — less than 2% of
clients served were welfare recipients — less than 1 in 25
clients exhibited a history of substance abuse.

Nancy Connor, Executive Director has offered to make a
presentation at our parish in the spring. If you would attend a
presentation/training session please call or email Earl
Roberts so that we can determine the level of interest. The
session would be open to men, women and (high school
age) young adults.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or too
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family in
need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website —
http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations unless
directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social Ministry
function, program or fundraiser should be made out to St.
John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the intended
program. This enables the parish to track your donation(s) for
end of the year tax reporting. If you make the check payable
to another organization then that organization tracks the
donation and it won't appear on the tax statement you
receive from St. John Neumann. Donations for anything can

always be put in the Social Ministry Drop Box located at
the Social Ministry Station in the Narthex. Envelopes can
be found on the stand next to the box.

Sponsor Child - Please pray for and drop your donation
in the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of
$30/month to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the
Philippines. See our sponsor child's web page on the
parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular
coupon clippers in donating coupons in support of our
holiday food program and the local food pantries. You can
drop your coupons in the container in the Narthex.
PLEASE! CLIP THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no
less busy than anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry
Station

St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 17 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift
cards last weekend, for a total of $1,925.00 with $96.25
coming to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or
come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you
nothing and the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our
thanks to all who purchase these cards and to those who
are willing to stay after Mass to sell them.

AUCTION 2007

We are looking for someone to chair the Tricky Tray which
is held the night before the Grand Auction. That is Friday
June 1. There are experienced people to help but we need
a chair. If you want to know what it entails call Marybeth

Harrison . She has 3 children graduating this year from 8th
grade, high school and college. Her number is 537-

9601or email her at maryb1212@hotmail.com Thank
you for responding.

CALL FOR RECIPES

To celebrate the 25™ Anniversary of the Community of St.
John Neumann, the cookbook committee will publish a
special “25™ Anniversary Dessert Cookbook.” We hope
that the entire Community will submit their sweetest and
most delicious dessert recipes to be included in this special
edition. There are two options to submit recipes.
Whenever possible, we are encouraging parishioners to
submit recipes in an electronic version (i.e., either through
email or on a CD). Please complete the submission form
electronically and return it to Sharon Lohrmann at
sharonbill203@earthlink.net. If you do not receive an
email, but would like the form electronically please contact
Sharon at the above email address.

You can drop off recipe submissions in the basket in the
Narthex.

We look forward to receiving your recipe submissions by
April 15. Thank you!!!
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EVANGELIZATION

WE GIVE HIM THANKS AND PRAISE

It is important to understand fully the words recited in the
beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer at every Mass if we hope
to live the kind of Christian life that leads others to Christ.
“Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. Let us give
thanks to the Lord our God. It is right that we give Him thanks
and praise.” How do we give thanks, show our appreciation
to God our creator? We are not thanking someone for doing
something like holding a door nor exchanging presents
where someone gives us something and we reciprocate.
What can we give to God that God does not already have? In
this case the answer is not in the giving but in our receiving.
The best way to give thanks is by receiving in gratitude the
gift of salvation through Jesus with a thankful disposition of
heart. It is the best that we can do as free-willed, created
beings. This open heart then allows the power of the Holy
Spirit to enter into and assist us to live, not our will, but
God’s. We find the wisdom of this in Solomon’s prayers “O
Lord you have given me life itself, what can | ask for except
the wisdom and grace to be an influence for good in the lives
of all | meet.”

Praise is a whole new thing to many people because it is not
the “at-a-boy/girl” we get from our boss, friends or family.
Again, it is not a gift we are giving but a state of being in awe
that we are achieving. Being in awe means an emotion
variously combining dread, veneration, and wonder that are
inspired in us by the sacredness of God. It is the original,
“Truly Awesome!”

Understanding the meaning and meaning what we say at the
Eucharistic Prayer are the first steps of Evangelization.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a time
to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. All those
thinking about becoming Catholic are invited. Conta ct
Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for more information

BECOMING CATHOLIC:
THE JOURNEY OF FAITH

If you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual's starting point. If you
or someone you know would like to find out more about
becoming Catholic, call the parish office at 832-2513.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team will coordinate the development of
a new parish community video to be ready for our 25"
Anniversary next year. One of the things we would like to do
is video record all events between now and next spring as
well as special Masses and sacraments. Whether you're a

professional or gifted amateur, if you can voluntee r your
time to help accomplish this, contact Earl Roberts ora
member of the team.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Rober ts
at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a
copy of a “Handbook for Today’'s Catholic” to help you
grow in your faith.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY

March 25, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the March 25 Discovery

Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and
present information on the past history and present focus
of the parish. Important; It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the pari sh
website — www.ccsjn.org A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, April 27, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Disciple Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate
the program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular
weekend Mass, except in special circumstances. The
Community is present to welcome the child into the church
and to pledge their support to the new parents as they
raise their child in the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered members of The
Community of St. John Neumann. At least one Godparent
needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next scheduled
Baptism Prep Program is Friday — April 27 at 7:15 p.m.
For more information or to begin the process please call
the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the online form
from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

CONFIRMATION

CPIII Confirmation candidates will meet in the parking lot in
front of the church for the St. John Neumann Shrine trip at
7:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 24. Parents if you have
not yet returned your notarized permission slip, please do
so!

FOURTH GRADE RECONCILIATION

Classes to prepare fourth graders for individual
Reconciliation will be held February 28, March 7 and 14,
from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the Church Center.




ADULT FORMATION
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THE LITURGY OF THE HOURS — MORNING

Both of the Gospel canticles are from the Gospel of Luke.
In Morning Prayer, we sign the Canticle of Zechariah
(Benedictus). At the close of the day, in Evening Prayer,
we sing the Canticle of Mary (Magnificat).

Following the singing of the Gospel canticle, petitions are
offered, followed the Lord’s Prayer, a Closing Prayer, a
blessing, and the dismissal. In Morning and Evening
Prayer, the Church both praises God for the day and
thanks him for her many blessings. In this she participates
in Christ's eternal prayer of praise and thanksgiving to
God.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

SPIRITUAL LIFE

Tuesday, February 13, 7:30 p.m., Neumann Residence

Please note that the Spiritual Life Group will meet on
Tuesday, February 13 at 7:30 p.m. instead of February 6.
The topic will be Part Il Opening To Mystery: New Images
of the Holy, "Gathering the Fragments,” page 51.

COMMUNITY NEWS

BLOOD DRIVE
March 3, 9:00 a.m., Valley View School

Girl Scouts from Lebanon Township, Tewksbury, Califon
and High Bridge are organizing a blood drive! The blood
drive will be held on March 3 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.at
the Valley View School on Route 513. Donors must be at
least 17 years old and in good health. Snacks and
babysitting will be provided.

Please come out and give the gift of life, and support the
girls in this worthy endeavor. For more information,
please call Mary Cutri-French at 832-5182.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, February 12 - Angel Needed a.m.

- J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, February 13 - Angel Needed p.m.
Wednesday, February 14 - A. Sawczuk p.m.
Thursday, February 15 - B. Pannone p.m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

AND EVENING PRAYER

In the Liturgy of the Hours, Morning and Evening Prayer are
the two hours that are the hinges upon which the whole
liturgy moves. In the morning, the community gathers to
commend the day to God, to ask God to bless it. In the
evening, the community again comes together to give God
praise for blessings received throughout the day.

The structure of both these hours is similar. The Introductory
Rites are followed by the singing of two psalms and a
canticle from the New Testament. The psalms are the heart
of the Liturgy of the Hours. By placing these scriptural
prayers of praise, thanksgiving, lament, and hope on our lips,
the Liturgy of the Hours invites us into the prayer of God’'s
people through the ages.

Next, a short passage of scripture is proclaimed and a
response to the reading is recited. All stand for the singing of
the Gospel canticle, which is the proclamation of the Gospel
in Morning and Evening Prayer.

February 10 & 11 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
February 17 & 18 - P. Sullivan 5:30 p.m.
- S. Bumen 8:00 a.m.
- S. Niemiec 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE

Week of February 11 -
Week of February 18 -

K. Borris
J. Pennucci

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

February 16 - Team B

February 23 - Team C
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

February 16 - C. Carroll

February 23 - L. D’Armiento




CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: The Upside-Down Kingdom
“Jesus offers a new way to relate to God and
others.”

Scripture : “Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom
of God is yours...but woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.”

Luke 6:17, 20-26

Question:  Which beatitude is easiest for you to live out?

Hardest?
Song: “We Are the Light of the World” #603
Story : The war in the ward

In the new book The Soul of a Doctor: Harvard Medical
Students Face Life and Death, a medical student recounts an
incident he witnessed during his training:

An oncologist and a palliative care doctor entered the room
of the mother of two children who was being treated for
cancer. With her was her husband, a Marine Corps officer.
After quick introductions, the oncologist began the
explanation she had given much thought and time to
prepare, but still sounded so inadequate as she spoke. The
husband focused his laser-beam stare on the two doctors as
the oncologist explained that his wife’'s kidneys were
functioning at less than 25 percent and that chemotherapy
was no longer a viable option.

The husband’s silent anxiety then materialized into vocal
anger. How could this have happened? Why had no one in
the hospital noted my wife’s kidney status before it became
too late? Wasn't this hospital supposedly one of the best in
the country? Why could they not cure her?

The doctors responded the best they could. Looking directly
at the Marine, the doctor explained how they had done their
best to monitor his wife’s kidneys but that sometimes the
unexpected happens with cancer. The most they could do
now was to lay out the options so they could make the best
informed and appropriate decisions about how to spend the
time she had left.

The patient herself then spoke. With an eerie calm she said
that she could not possibly be terminally ill because her
husband was about to be deployed to Afghanistan.
Someone had to be home to care for their children. She had
to get better. That was the only option.

That’'s when the Marine Corps husband broke down. Unable
to contain his shock, distraught at his wife’s complete denial,
agonizing over the care of his children, he cried like a lost
child. The two doctors quietly stood by with him; one found
some tissues for him. When he had composed himself, he
politely told the doctors he needed some time to speak to his
wife alone.

Then this same husband, who minutes earlier had been
consumed with rage and distraught with grief, thanked the
doctors for doing their jobs well and for explaining his wife’'s
prognosis in a humane and honest way. He was grateful for
their clarity and compassion. Giving bad news was one of
the most difficult tasks he could imagine, and the doctors had
done well.

The doctors thanked the Marine for his own kindness,
moved by such a profound gratitude from a man about to
go to war in Afghanistan while facing the terminal illness of
his beloved wife, the mother of his children.

Both the doctors and the husband display the spirit of
“blessedness” of today’s Gospel. Moved by compassion,
the doctors put aside their own need to justify their
prognosis to let the poor man assault them with questions;
when he breaks down, they provide a safe place and time
for him to grieve. The Marine then puts aside his own
anger and hurt to recognize how hard this situation is for
the doctors and expresses his gratitude for the compassion
and support they had extended to him and his wife and
would continue to provide. To be among the “blessed”
envisioned by Jesus means to put aside our own poverty
and hunger in order to extend the care and compassion of
Jesus to another; to provide, regardless of the cost, havens
for the lost to return, for the grieving to mourn, for the
wounded to heal. Only in imitating the servanthood of
Christ do we experience the true depth of our faith; only in
embracing his compassion and humility in our lives do we
enable the Spirit of God to renew and transform our world
in God’s life and love.

Connections, February 2007

CATECHETICAL PARENT-STUDENT
HANDBOOK

The St. John's guide to Religious Education for parents
and students was mailed out to all Religious Education
families. Please read this handbook, share the applicable
parts with your child/children and sign and return the
enclosed parent - student agreement to your child's
catechist or to the Religious Education drop-off box in the
Seton Room.

GERTRUDE HAWK FUNDRAISER

All Gertrude Hawk brochures for Sunday Programs will be
distributed this weekend to the youngest child in each
family. Brochures for the Saturday Program families are in
the mail. Parishioners who do not have children in
Religious Education but wish to participate in this
fundraiser, brochures are displayed in the Narthex for your
convenience. All orders are due no later than the
weekend of March 11. Please return orders through
Religious Education, the collection baskets or drop them
off at the Office Center. Any questions call Annette
Tagliareni at 832-2162.

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
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DIOCESAN NEWS

SAVE THE DATE — BREAD AND ROSES
GALA

Friday, May 4, Hunterdon Hills Playhouse

The Bread & Roses Gala is a fun-filled event that includes
dinner and dancing, a live and silent auction, entertainment,
50/50 raffle and presentation of the Immanuel Award. Mr.
Daniel Torrone (Dr. D) will be the recipient of the 2007
Immanuel Award. The proceeds from this event help support
the social service programs of Catholic Charities, Diocese of
Metuchen in Hunterdon and Warren Counties. For more
information, please visit the diocesan website at
www.diometuchen.org _ or call 732-562-2436.

DIOCESAN YOUTH DAY
Saturday, March 3, 12:00 p.m., South Plainfield

The Diocese of Metuchen Office of Youth Ministry Presents:
Diocesan Youth Day, “Extreme Makeover: Faith Edition” .
Saturday, March 3, 2007. Noon — 9:00 p.m. Event Location:
Sacred Heart Parish in South Plainfield.

Featuring: Mass with Bishop Paul Bootkoski, workshops,
Reconciliation, dinner, a concert with internationally
acclaimed Catholic contemporary musician: Steve
Angrisano, Fun and Fellowship!

Some teen reviews from our previous Diocesan Youth Day:

“I had a great time.”, “The music was awesome!”,
“Inspirational!” “Enlightening.” “The presenters were terrific.”
“A+++"

Open to all diocesan teens in grades 8-12.

Registration: $20 before February 15; $25 thereafter.

To register contact your parish youth minister or ¢ all the
Diocesan Youth Ministry Office at 732-562-1990 ext  1627.
For more details check www.yandyam.com .

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY
Sunday, February 11

World Marriage Day is sponsored by Worldwide Marriage
Encounter. On this Day we remember all married people
and those planning to be married. This is reflected in the
General Intercessions. The theme, “Love One Another”
challenges every married couple to live their vocation by
making a daily decision to love their spouse as Christ loves
His Church. Sunday, February 11, 2007 is the date for this
year’s celebration.

2007'S FIRST QUARTERLY DIOCESAN
YOUTH MASS

Sunday, February 11, 4:30 p.m., Laurence Harbor

FREE! Pray and worship together at the 4:30 pm Teen
Mass and meet Other Faith Filled Teens! Mass will be
followed by a pizza party, fun activities and a live concert
with "The Castoffs" !

Graciously hosted by our friends at Saint Lawrence Parish
Hall, 109 Lawrence Parkway, Laurence Harbor, NJ.

(Just ten minutes south of Raritan River's Rt. 9 or Parkway
Bridges)

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us
to remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1" Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2MP | t., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army

RESPECT LIFE

The battle to save Terri Shiavo’'s life prompted Pat
Anderson, an attorney on the case, to rethink her position
on abortion. “Killing babies is not the way out of social
problems or personal problems. Killing off your elderly or
disabled is not the way to keep your healthcare budget in
balance,” she stated. (LifeNews.com, 4/11/06).




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

Golden Rule stores

James Cash Penny was the son of a Baptist

minister and his wife who left their Missouri
home to preach the faith in Kentucky. After high school, the
young man was apprenticed to a local storekeeper where he
showed a flare for sales. He next worked at a dry-goods
chain. When the company opened a new store, Penny was
offered a partnership.
He accepted, but wanted the business to be built on
“Christian principles.” His belief in the values of preparation,
hard work, and treating people the way you'd want to be
treated was why he called his new store Golden Rule. His
first Golden Rule store opened April 14, 1902, in Wyoming.
Within 10 years, Penny owned a chain of 34 Golden Rule
stores, with that number more than doubling in the next two
years. By 1919, the chain’s name was changed to JC
Penny, in honor of its chairman.
As his personal fortune grew, he donated significantly to
charities. Penny died in 1971 at the age of 95.

Watson Scholarship

In 1920, John Watson came to Saginaw, Mich. to open the
first JC Penny store there. Watson and his wife Rose were
fiscally prudent, venturing into investments, such as Penny’s
and Kresge's stock. Soon their net worth expanded. In
1953, they established a scholarship foundation to help
diocesan Catholic high school graduates go to college,
something the childless couple (neither of whom had finished
high school) hadn’t been able to do.

For more than 50 years, the Watson Scholarship has helped
more than 700 students attend college.

At her funeral Mass, the celebrant noted, “Rose Watson
taught us how to handle the difficulty of being rich.”

“Those who heard this said, ‘Then who can be saved?’
And he said, ‘What is impossible for human beings is
possible for God.” (Lk 18:26-27)

Here we go again — back to the pivotal principle: All good
things come from God as a gift. That includes salvation.
So...those of us who are rich? By God’s gift, even we can
be very holy. Even we, by God’s gift, can be saints. Even
we can be saved.

But it's not a cakewalk. We can get stung by our
possessions and we almost go into a trance. For instance,
ever notice at a social gathering how people talk about their
investment strategies or their latest purchase? There's
nothing wrong with that. But it may give you a picture of their
values.

No matter what our investments, or our purchases, or our
lifestyle, what it comes down to is this:

All that exists comes from God, including my own existence.
Because of this, | am not the real owner. | am the steward of
all God has placed in my hands. This fundamental
awareness brings a sense of freedom. To make this more
than theory, | consciously and up front and consistently give
part of everything | have to God, because it belongs to God.
Stewardship is very, very basic, closely related to our
fundamental belief in God. If you want to know what
someone values, ask them what they do with their time,
money and talent. And maybe | should look at how | spend
mine.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

35 Responses from 393 Families
32 Time & Talent, 20 Treasure, 10 Youth

The words of the Psalmist echo the theme of all today’s
readings. “Happy are they who hope in the Lord.” As good
stewards, firmly grounded in that hope, may we bear fruit in
due season — assisting the poor, feeding the hungry, and
consoling the sorrowful when we have a chance.

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For February 5, 2006

113 WeeKly DONOIS ......vvvevieeiie e eciee e iee e $2,722.00
29 Monthly DONOIS ........ccoveveviiiieeeccieee e, $5,705.00
LOOSE MONEY ....oeeeeiiiieciiiee et se e $40.00
TOtal o $8,467.00
For February 4, 2007 (406 Families)
102 Weekly DONOIS .....ccveveeeiiiiiiiie e cciiiiiee e $2,686.50
35 Monthly DONOIS ........cocvveeeiiiiieecieee e $3,620.00
LOOSE MONBY ....oeeeeeiiiicciiee ettt $96.00
Total oo $6,402.50
Weekly NEEd .......ccoeeiviiiiiiiiee e e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
JANUATY ...t eceeeeeiet ettt se et e et esbeeaeeeeaeeans $6,699.00
DECEMDET ... $7,868.00
NOVEMDET ...ttt $6,845.00
OCLODET ...t $6,556.00
SEPLEMDEN ...iiviiiiie et $7,430.00
AUGUSLE ettt e e e saeene e sraeeaee e $6,524.00
JUIY <o $5,902.00
JUNB.cciiiie et $6,352.00
Y PSP $6,651.00
Y o] PRSP UPPRRRN $6,324.00
MAICH . $7,246.00
FEDIUAIY ... $6,772.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For February 4, 2007

Weekl Month ly
2 2.00 | = 4.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
5 5.00 | = 25.00 2 20.00 | = 40.00
1 6.00 | = 6.00 1 30.00 | = 30.00
1 750 | = 7.50 1 35.00 | = 35.00
18 10.00 | = 180.00 3 40.00 | = 120.00
2 12.00 | = 24.00 6 50.00 | = 300.00
9 15.00 | = 135.00 1 60.00 | = 60.00
24 20.00 | = 480.00 1 70.00 | = 70.00
14 25.00 | = 350.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
5 30.00 | = 150.00 8 | 100.00 | = 800.00
4 35.00 | = 140.00 1| 125.00 | = 125.00
2 40.00 | = 80.00 3| 150.00 | = 450.00
6 50.00 | = 300.00 | 4| 200.00 | = 800.00
1 70.00 | = 70.00 1| 300.00 | = 300.00
2 75.00 | = 150.00 | 1 | 400.00 | = 400.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00 | 35 3620.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00
3| 100.00 | = 300.00
1| 110.00 | = 110.00
102 2686.50




PARISH NEWS

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY

The Pastoral Council met on Wednesday, January 10, 2007.
A complete copy of the minutes is available on the
Parish website (www.ccsjn.org) under Pastoral Council.
nghllghts included:
Laurie Slinger provided information for the Pastoral
Council on the Spirituality group. Frustration was noted
for limited participation among parishioners.
The Pastoral Council will host a social coffee gathering
on Sunday, February 25 after the 10:30 Mass.
Minor changes were made to the Pastoral Council
Covenant. The revised document is available on the
web site.
The Pastoral Council had a lengthy discussion about the
complexities of developing a Youth Ministry program at
St. John Neumann’s. Information will be gathered from
other parishes for further reflection.
Three new Pastoral Council members will be needed for
May, 2007. Please prayerfully consider this ministry and
contact any current members through the Parish office
for more information. There will be an information
session in late March.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE
PASTORAL COUNCIL?

General Information Meeting, Wednesday, March 28

This May, three of our current Pastoral Council members will
have served their terms, and as a result, we will be recruiting
three new members to replace them. If you have thought
about the possibility of serving as a member of the Pastoral
Council you should note the following information.
The Pastoral Council provides an opportunity to participate in
the governance of the Catholic Community of St. John
Neumann and to foster the development of the seven areas
of parish life which include:
- Worship & Spirituality

Formation

Social Ministry

Evangelization

Community Life

Stewardship

Leadership
To explore whether you are called to serve in this way,
please consult the parish website for information about
becoming a member of the Council. (Click on “Pastoral
Council” on the home page of the parish website; then, click
on “Membership” in the left hand column). On the website
you will find a great deal of information about the Pastoral
Council including the posting of a new piece, “Frequently
Asked Questions About Pastoral Council Membership.”
There will also be a “General Information Evening” on
Wednesday, March 28 to give those interested an
opportunity to learn more about Pastoral Council
membership. Finally, feel free to talk with any member of the
Pastoral Council to have your questions answered; their
names are listed on the Parish website or call the Office for
telephone contact information.

MONTHLY COFFEE AFTER MASS

Sunday, February 25 after the 10:30 a.m. Mass

On Sunday, February 25'at the 10:30 a.m. Mass the
Pastoral Council will kick off Monthly Coffee After Mass.
What a great way to connect with other parishioners who
you don'’t get a chance to talk to! Delicious baked goods,
bagels, coffee and juice will be available. So, mark your
calendars now!

A PILGRIMAGE TO BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA

Bill Harrison is organizing a trip to Bosnia Herzegovina for
early July 2007. Father Bill will be attending and we will be
visiting and touring with Father Simo. Early plans suggest a
7-10 day tour of Bosnia starting in Sarajevo with an
itinerary that will include some of the following cities:
Sarajevo, Vidovica, Dakovo, Vukovar, Zabreb, Plitvice,
Split, Dubrovnik, Madugorje and Mostor.

Flights will originate from NY/Newark airports or
Philadelphia (wherever the best fares might be). Estimated
costs are $1000.00 for airfare and $1000.00 for hotels and
transportation. Meals and incidentals are additional.
Depending on interest we might be able to get group
airfare and hotel pricing.

If you are interested, please call Bill Harrison at 908
537 9601 or email at hotelcalifon29@hotmail.com.

PARISH HISTORY COMMITTEE

Next meeting: Tuesday, February 27 at 7:30 p.m., Seton
Room

Interviews continue: Tuesday, February 13, 7:30 p.m.,
Seton Room

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE

As part of our parish Five Year Plan we intend to establish
a “Community Life Committee.” The purpose of the
committee is to review our existing social and community
activities to ensure that they are meeting the needs of our
parish community, including all ages and life situations. In
addition, the committee will consider opportunities for
collaboration with other parishes in our area, as well as
with other religious and community organizations. Those
interested should contact Rita Price in the Parish Office.

ST. JOHN NEUMANN'S GOT TALENT
CONTEST

We are planning an exciting new venue for our upcoming
St. Patrick's Day dinner and would like to invite you or your
family members to join in the fun. On March 17, as part of
our dinner program, we will hold our very first "St. John
Neumann's Got Talent" contest. There will be prizes for the
top three performers as voted on, by all those in
attendance. Contestants are invited to sing a song, dance,
play aninstrument, tell an Irish joke, recite a poem or
limerick, perform magic or compete with whatever "G-
rated" talent God has blessed you with. Extra points will be
added for Irish themed performances. Children and adults
of all ages are welcome to compete. To enter the
competition, contact Sharon (908) 832-2513 by

February 21, to let her know your talent and whether
you plan to provide your own music or if you require
special equipment or accompaniment. We'll take care of
the rest! Mike Griffin & Bernadette Andrejco
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