THIRD SUNDAY

OF EASTER
April 22, 2007
Give thanks to the Lord; Praise His holy hame!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, April 22 — Aid to Church in Eastern Europe/Spring

Giving Tree Starts
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)
4:00 p.m. Catholic Heart Workcamp Meeting (Church
Center)

Monday, April 23 — Sts. George & Adalbert
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center)

Tuesday, April 24 — St. Fidelis
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Meeting (Office
Center)

Wednesday, April 25 — St, Mark
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Social Concerns (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Pastoral Council Discernment Meeting (Office
Center)

Thursday, April 26 — Sts. William & Perecrinus
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, April 27 — BIl._Anthony Patrizi
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
7:15 p.m. Baptism Preparation Program (Church Center)

Saturday, April 28 — Sts. Peter Chanel & Louis de Montfort
9:30 a.m. Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)
2:30 p.m. First Eucharist Session 6 (Church Center)

Sunday, April 29 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

April 28 & 29

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ...........ceeeeeiiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
0= Tox (o (OSSR UPRSPT M. Lynch
Altar SEIVEIS ....ccocviiviiiee e Olesiak Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............. C. Drzewiecki, J. Gardner,
............................................. V. Olesiak, B. Garcia, L. Garcia
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ...........cvviieiiiiiiiiie e, Fr. Mickiewicz
I =Tox (o] PR A. Sawczuk
AAr SEIVE ..coiiiiiiiiiiiee e F. Kennedy
Ministers of the Eucharist................ T. Klawunn, J. Klawunn,
............................................. R. Pojedinec, J. Sima, D. Sima
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Celebrant ..........ovvieeeiiiiiiicee e, Fr. Mickiewicz
I =Tox (o] PP M. Harrison
AlLAr SEIVEN ..coiiiiiiiiiiee e Hunt Family
Ministers of the Eucharist................... D. Torczon, C. Carroll,
................................................... C. Frey, D. Simila, J. Simila
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant.........ccccvviieii e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=Tox (o] PRSPPIt K. Skuza
Ministers of the Eucharist ............... A. Giametta, K. Gemma

AID TO THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND
EASTERN EUROPE/CATHOLIC HOME
MISSIONS

This Weekend

The Catholic Church in Central and Eastern Europe,
together with Montenegro, is working in 28 countries to build
the pastoral capacity of the church. Together, we are
bringing the light of God'’s love to places once covered by a
pall of darkness. Catholics in the United States help
through the collection to build parishes in many distant,
unknown places in Central and Eastern Europe.

The Catholic Home Missions Appeal supports those
Catholics in the United States where the Catholic Church
struggles just to keep parishes open and to educate children
in the faith. Some dioceses are incredibly short of priests,
sisters, and the money needed to run parishes. In addition,
the Catholic Home Missions Appeal provides funding for the
global Archdiocese of Military Services, which sends 982
chaplains to offer Mass, sacraments and counseling to
American Catholic soldiers and their families on 220 military
bases around the world. Please give generously to this
combined collection.

We extend a warm welcome to the following families who
have recently joined the Catholic Community of St. John
Neumann:
Glenn & Tracy Baykowski
Veronica Drucker
Barbara Epprecht & Richard Mager




THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER —
Year C

Commitment to God raises the issue of our Christian
response to legitimate worldly political and social authority.
The apostles experience this tension between obedience to
God or to human authorities as they carry out the mission
Jesus gave them (CCC #1897-1904, 2234-46). In the
gospel, Peter the fisherman learns what it takes to be a
shepherd of Christ’s flock (CCC #551-53, 880-96). He also
discovers that the condition for exercising any authority in
the Church is love.

FOLLOW ME — FISH FOR PEOPLE

Peter the fisherman — and fisher of people

— is put to a strange and difficult test

today. First, the Lord Jesus directs him

and the others how and where to fish.

They succeed greatly — a Messiah catch
for a Messiah nourishment. Then Simon Peter is asked
three times “Do you love me?” He answers wholeheartedly,
and Jesus says, “Follow me!” We, too, seek Messiah
nourishment in the Messiah Eucharist. With Peter, can we
answer wholeheartedly to the “Follow me,” “Fish for people”
of Christ Jesus?

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, April 24
7:00 p.m. Tom Riordan req. O’Malley Family

Wednesday, April 25
9:30 a.m. Christine D’Apolito req. Janks Family

Friday, April 27
7:00 a.m. Easter Intentions

Saturday, April 28
5:30 p.m. Bob Boccella req. Catholic Community of St.
John Neumann

Sunday, April 29
8:00 a.m. Mary Ponticelli reg. Jill & Richard Prakopeyr
10:30 a.m. William Birkenberger req. Barbone Family
12:15 p.m. Lauren Colgen req. Barbone Family

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Jane Alpaugh
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Bette Berger
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Kenneth Casso
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Jim Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri

Phyllis Mucci
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Harvey Sliker
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, April 23
1:00 p.m. Mass (Prison)
7:15 p.m. Film Symposium (Away)

Tuesday, April 24
Bulletin
4:00 p.m. Interviews (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Religious Ed. Advisory Board (Office Center)

Wednesday, April 25
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
4:00 p.m. Interviews (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Social Concerns (Office Center)

Thursday, April 26
8:30 a.m. Appointment (Away)
12:00 p.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, April 27
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
1:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. Interviews (Office Center)
7:15 p.m. Baptism Prep (Church Center)

Saturday, April 28
10:00 a.m. Interviews (Office Center)

Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

Katelynn Fortenbacker  Erica Morgan

Deceased: Joseph Pannella, Sr., father of Joseph Pannella;
Michael Scalone , friend of the Giametta family. May they find
peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their
families find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from
family and friends.

REMEMBERED AT MASS
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and
Eucharistic Prayer: Ralph Maratta, Sr. — Elizabeth Henne
— Margaret DiMizio — Ed Damiani — Richard Thoma —
Ronald Morin — Josephine Kozak — Danny Murphy —
Kenneth R. Malone — Martha Dolbier — Geraldine Farl ey —
Catherine Hebson - Katilyn Garside - Christine
D’Apolito — Joseph Pannella, Sr. — Michael Scalone




SOCIAL MINISTRY

A DETOUR TO REALITY

We are blessed with, if not abundance, certainly sufficient
food, shelter and clothing. It is hard to believe how a short
drive can place you in an area where many do not. Take for
instance the father who was preparing to take his family to
an amusement park. Since his work took him out on the
road all over the East Coast, he was familiar with quite a
few off-interstate locations. So when one of his children
laughed at a gentleman who was telling their father about a
family that needed help putting in indoor plumbing, the
father decided to detour the longer scenic route to the
amusement park. The father and his friend had been
discussing the Virginia legislature passing a bill requiring all
homes to either be connected to a city sewer or a state
inspected septic system. Only one small problem, they
forgot that several thousand homes in their state did not
have indoor running water let alone a waste system.

The family started out as usual but it was not long before
they were in South Philadelphia and some people were
gathered around an old oil drum — now outdoor wood burner
— keeping warm. There was an older gentleman with an
equally old worn-torn topcoat and a middle-aged woman
pushing a shopping cart. As the car stopped for a traffic light
two of the more nimble looking characters hotfooted it to the
driver’'s side of the car and asked if they could “spare some
loose change™? The mother suggested they lock their doors
and the dad get them out of there quickly. The father gave
them some change and drove off. The kids had seen their
first street people and they spent the next two hours off and
on talking about all that they observed.

As lunchtime approached they continued south toward their
amusement park goal. Just south of Parksley, Virginia the
father turned off the state highway and they went through
what might have been some sort of old “whistle stop”
railroad town eighty years ago. The houses were run down
and the father pointed to the fact that just about everyone’s
house had an outhouse behind it. “Wow!” The son
exclaimed as he pointed out the car window, “someone
actually lives in that fallen down tar-paper house and it has
an outhouse too.” The high school age children never saw
such extreme poverty. The family stopped at an old style
“Lunch Room” (soda fountain on one side, tables and
jukebox on the other) and ate lunch. In two more hours they
were at the amusement park.

Now twelve years have passed and the memory of the
family visit to the amusement park has long gone but the
sights that the teens saw on the way, they still talk about
today and they have never laughed at someone’s plight
again. Too bad the fathers of the members of the state
legislature did not take their families for a ride once and a
while. They were so out of touch with reality that when they
built their new state house they had to replace a sculptured
seal that adorned it right before the dedication, it seems a
map of Virginia they left off the two poorest counties where
many of those houses were — Accomack and Northampton.

COMPUTER COLLECTION &
REFURBISHING
We had a limited response to the computer collection &

refurbishing during March and therefore we will extend the
call for used computers through April 28. If you are

purchasing a new computer please consider donating the
old one, any make any model to this effort. We could
especially use an old Power Mac!

You can drop off your equipment anytime at the Carriage
House. Donations will also be accepted to cover any
hardware or software upgrades required to put them in a
“second-life” condition. If you wish to make a donation
please use a Social Ministry donation envelope at the Social
Ministry Station in the Narthex or mail. Questions? Call or
email Earl at 832-2513 or earlroberts@earthlink.net

SPRING GIVING TREE BEGINS THIS
WEEKEND

Our “Spring Giving Tree” is in bloom. Please help by taking
a tag and filling the need of one of the institutions or families
that need our support! Please return the item before May
13. ltems can be bagged but please do not wrap any of the
items. This year we are assisting The Center for Great
Expectation, The Women’s Crisis Center, Elijah’s Promise
and nine local families.

A HABITAT REQUEST

Our solicitation to raise funds
for Katie  through  April
continues. She wrote to us about
a Habitat project that she will be
working on in The Pueblos, a
Native American community in
New Mexico. This is part of the
Collegiate Challenge program
operated by Habitat of Humanity. She asks that we solicit
donations for building materials for this project. Please
consider donating to Katie’s Habitat work. Please
deposit your donations in the “Habitat House” box located
at the Social Ministry station. With the salt and road dirt
currently on everyone’s vehicle this would also be an
excellent time for some young folks to help raise money with
a Habitat - Car Wash!
Other students from Sacred Heart University in Fairfield,
Connecticut will also be working on projects in Florida and
North Carolina to rebuild homes destroyed by earlier
hurricanes. A total of fifty-five students have signed up to
work in one of these locations this summer. If you would like
to know more about the program visit the Habitat website at

www.habitat.org.
$500 RECRUITMENT BONU$

The Visiting Nurse Association of Northern New Jersey is
pleased to announce a FREE training course for individuals
interested in becoming certified home health aides. The
class will run May 7 through May 22 2007 from 8:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. where attendance is mandatory each day. In
addition, you may be eligible for a $500 recruitment bonus
(restrictions apply). For further information and details,
please call me at 973-451-4147.

BLOOD DRIVE THANKS

Thanks to all those who made our blood drive a success.
Special thanks to Mary Beth Meade for coordinating,
Lauren Pepperman, Danielle DeSantis, Pat Meade for
volunteering to assist. Twelve pints were collected from the
fifteen participants.




GENNESARET RETREAT (update)
May 18-20, Princeton

Have you ever wanted to make a retreat but have been
unable to because of illness or disability? Consider the
GENNESARET retreat for the seriously ill at the Vincentian
Retreat Center in Princeton, N.J., to be held on May 18, 19
and 20 2007. There is no cost to you for the retreat. For
information please contact: Hilare Reinold 732-566-
7237, Mary Lou Merritt 732-290-9248, Peggy Walsh 90 8-
654-5575, Linda Capabianco 732-928-2989.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? Gennesaret Retreat is in
need prayer and letters of support for those on the retreat.
Sometimes illness makes people feel alone in what they are
going through, when they hear that people they don’t even
know are praying for them it can lift their spirits and help
them feel God’s Love. These notes are called Palanca
(Spanish word for lever). Palanca can be letters of prayer or
Scripture or reminders of prayer such as bookmarks, cards
or placemats. Because of the serious nature of some of the
illnesses, “God Loves You” or “You are in my prayers” is
more appropriate than “Get Well Wishes.”

Send your letters, cards, etc. to Hilare Reinold, 11 Anton
Place, Aberdeen, NJ 07747 — Questions call 732-566-7237
If we have someone with artistic ability who would like
to create a large card that all parishioners could sign
please contact Earl at 908-832-2513 or emalil
earlroberts@earthlink.net

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the first working referral number in New Jersey
and part of a National Initiative to Link People with
Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral,
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies.

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

WOMEN'S CRISIS SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033.
Pick up a brochure in the narthex.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that once you cross that line,
you can never go back without help!” If you or someone you
know has this problem Anderson House can help. Pick up a
brochure in the Narthex or call 908-534-5818.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social

Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’'s web page on the parish website.)
Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES
OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, April 23 - Angel Needed a.m.
- J. Santoro p.m.

Tuesday, April 24 - S. Bumen p-m.

Wednesday, April 25 - Angel Needed p.m.

Thursday, April 26 - Angel Needed p.m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

April 21 & 22 - C. Crescenti 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- R. McShane 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

April 28 & 29 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m.
- S. Bumen 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of April 22 - P. Palmer
Week of April 29 - L. Livoti
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
April 27 - Team B
May 4 - Team C
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
April 27 - H. & L. Patterson
May 4 - M. Sowa

RESPECT LIFE

Prenatal testing for some 450 medical conditions is now
available. While prenatal screening may seem to give
couples more power, it often takes choices away. “Society’s
demand for physical perfection places enormous pressure
on couples to ‘conform to the norm’ by aborting less-than-
perfect children.” Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., The
Southern Cross, 8/17/06.




EVANGELIZATION

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you know!

‘MIRACLE GROW”

Most people who returned to their Catholic Faith or became
a Catholic will tell you that they did so because of an action
or response of one individual or group to their inquiry. That
new or returning Catholic, while responding to God’s grace
and gift of faith, looks for and needs support, validation and
a sense of community. In many cases they do not initially
contact a priest rather they begin by speaking with a family
member, friend or friendly parish member. The response to
that all important initial contact is critical to a formative
decision process that is going on in the heart and intellect of
that person. Negative or indifferent responses can work
against God’s grace so, we should be careful to always take
the time to positively respond to such inquiries. No one has
all the answers, so we should trust that God will help us give
a good response and inspire us to point that individual in the
right direction or better yet offer to accompany them to
make introductions to others in the parish who may be
better equipped to handle such inquiry.

These queries present opportunities for us to act as “Miracle
Grow” in these faith situations rather than weeds. Our
response or lack of it must never choke off faith formation
but rather be an enriching encounter, one that helps faith
bloom and grow!

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Rober ts at
832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a
copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow
in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

All those thinking about becoming Catholic are invi ted.
Please contact Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for m  ore
information, call 908-832-2513.

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Force
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro I, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1* Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2"° Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
May 20, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the May 20 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and present
information on the past history and present focus of the
parish. Important: It is essential that anyone wishing to
participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the Parish
Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish webs __ite —
www.ccsin.org . A packet of materials is prepared
especially for each family.

COMMUNITY NEWS

THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO CALIFON
ISLAND PARK!

Saturday, May 12

This is a fun family event sponsored by the Califon School
PTA. The date is Saturday, May 12, 1:00 or 5:00 shows.
Ticket price is $10 each for adults and children 3 and up.
For advance ticket sales, please call Mary Beth Mea de
832-0253 or Maureen Folsom 832-5230.
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UNPACKING EASTER — MYSTAGOGY

Father in heaven, author of all truth, / a people once in
darkness has listened to your Word / and followed your Son
as he rose from the tomb. / Hear the prayer of this newborn
people / and strengthen your Church to answer your call. /
May we rise and come forth into the light of day / to stand in
your presence until eternity dawns.

-- Alternative Prayer, Third Sunday of Easter
As an opening prayer, these words call to mind the heart of
the great mysteries we are celebrating through the Easter
season.
The Easter season is the time for us to deeply and seriously
reflect on the events that we have just celebrated, the
sacraments through which Christ has once again met us
and transformed us, just a bit more, as his disciples. We
reflect deeply upon these events because for us they are no
less than experience of conversion and salvation.
For the neophytes, those who have been fully initiated
through the Easter sacraments, this aspect of reflecting
deeply upon the mysteries they have experienced has its
own name. It's called mystagogy, and it is the name given
to this postbaptismal period of their initiation process. The

word comes from a Greek term referring to the mysteries in
which they have participate: the mystery of God’s love and
mercy, shown to us through Christ.

Easter calls all of us — neophytes and baptized alike — to
ponder anew the great mysteries through which we have
known Christ and his life-giving death and Resurrection.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, September 14, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is
present to welcome the child into the church and to pledge
their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — September
14 at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the
process please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or
use the online form from the parish website -

WWW.CCS|N.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST

First Eucharist Catechesis Session 6 has been
rescheduled . The new date is Saturday, April 28 at 2:30
p.m. Celebration of First Eucharist is May 5, at 1  1:00
a.m. in the Church Center.

FIRST EUCHARIST RETREAT
Wednesday, May 2, 4:00 p.m., Church Center

The First Eucharist children are meeting for their retreat on
Wednesday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. in the Church Center. A
practice with parents will follow at 6:15 p.m.. Parents are
also invited to witness their child’'s renewal of baptismal
promises at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Center.

CONFIRMATION

CPIIl Day of Reflection — Saturday, May 12, 2:00 — 5:00
p.m. followed by the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Parent committees
should be finalizing their plans for this day.




CATECHESIS

PARISH NEWS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Third Sunday of Easter

Focus: Christ's Abiding Presence
“The living Christ lives with and within us.”

Scripture : “Peter was distressed that Jesus had said to
him a third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said to
Jesus, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know
that | love you.™
John 21:1-19

Question:  When have you known Jesus in a stranger?
When have you missed him?

Song: “Now We Remain” #516
Story : Soar like an eagle

A farmer found an eagle’s egg and put it in the backyard
nest of a hen. The eaglet hatched with the brood of chicks
and grew up with them.

All his life the eagle did what the backyard chickens did,
thinking he was a backyard chicken. He scratched the earth
for worms and insects. He clucked and cackled. He would
thrash his wings only to glide a few feet into the air.

Years passed and the eagle grew very old. One day he
saw a magnificent bird far above him in the cloudless sky. It
glided with a graceful majesty among the powerful wind
currents, with scarcely a beat of its strong golden wings.
The old eagle looked up in awe. “Who's that?” he asked.
“That’s the eagle, the king of the birds,” one of the chickens
said. “He belongs to the sky. We're chickens — we belong
to the earth.”

So the eagle lived and died a chicken, for that is what he
believed he was.

[Anthony deMello]

In the light of his resurrection, the Easter Christ shows us
the fullness of the life of God. We are not meant to be
“chickens” grounded by fear, cynicism and selfishness but
“eagles,” giving flight to the justice, compassion and peace
of God. Christ lifts Peter from his betrayal and entrusts to
him the care of his church; he calls the fishermen from their
nets on Tiberias to embark on a new expedition that will
take them across every sea and ocean. Like Peter and the
disciples, may we rise above whatever limits us or
discourages us from realizing the fullness of Easter joy in
our lives.

Connections, April 2007

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Thank you for your generosity to Operation Rice Bowl.
Please visit www.crs.org to learn more about the countries
we celebrated and find out how you can stay connected with
the mission of Catholic Relief Services all year round.
Please leave your rice bowls or donation envelopes in the
Operation Rice Bowl collection box in the Narthex or bring
them to Religious Education class.

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: 2007-
2010

“Discernment Evening”
Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 p.m., Office Center

If you're interested in becoming a member of the Pastoral
Council this May, please plan on attending the Wednesday,
April 25 “Discernment Evening”  that will take place at the
Office Center at 7:30 p.m. This session is designed to help
potential candidates decide whether they are called to this
ministry. It will also focus on some practical considerations
that will help in your decision-making. The session is open
to all parishioners who may have an interest in serving on
the Pastoral Council. This session is different from the
“Inquiry Night” which was held on March 28; seven
parishioners participated in that session which was a
general information sharing session about the role of the
Pastoral Council and member responsibilities. Thanks to all
who participated. Attendance at the “Inquiry Night” is not a
requirement for participation in the “Discernment Evening.”

If you are interested in attending the April 25
“Discernment Evening” please call Rita Price at the
Parish Office at 832 2513 .

25" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

IF YOU HAVE NOT PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR, you must do so today. The 25" Anniversary
will not be the same without your participation. It will be a
full year of celebration with three events occurring on dates
that are landmarks in our founding.

1. We begin with a CONCERT on October 21,
Sunday, at 2:00 p.m.. Hopefully a few of the
nearby church choirs will join us in this celebration.
On this date in 1982 Archbishop Theodore E.
McCarrick gave St. John Neumann its name. The
date had been changed a few times, but it is now
officially Sunday, October 21, 2007.

2. Bishop Bootkoski will join us for a formal
celebration of MASS at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May
18, 2008 to commemorate the first Mass that Fr.
Bill said at the Califon Methodist Church on River
Road. Remember that?

3. At our annual PICNIC we will celebrate the closing
of the year-long events with a super spectacular
picnic on October 4, 2008. On this day in 1983 we
were incorporated as a parish. (Actually it officially
occurred on October 25, 1983.) This will be our
Grand Finale. BE THERE!

PARISH HISTORY MEETING
Tuesday. April 24, 7:30 p.m., Office Center

There will be a Parish History Committee Meeting Tuesday,
April 24, at 7:30 p.m. Seton Room. Work Session.
PARISIONERS bring in pictures of activities: Baptisms,
Weddings, Picnic, Auction, etc. Needed for Booklet.




CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP HELP
NEEDED

The group is still short 2 chaperones. One must be a male.
We are now starting to beg for help! Even if you do not
have children attending, please consider this ministry. If
you are skilled in a trade you could be assigned as a
“trouble shooter” to oversee work sites. | will be happy to
speak with you about what is involved without pressuring
you to commit. The trip to Boston is from July 22-27.
Please contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or
mandmconnolly@eartlink.net

PICTURES - PICTURES - PICTURES

As we are preparing the 25th anniversary booklet we are
looking for pictures, pictures and more pictures of our 25
year history. If you have any please bring them around.
Make sure that you mark them with your name so that we
can return them. Also the date and the subject. Please
name the people if you know them. Thanks for taking the
time to search your drawers, albums or boxes.

SANDWICH BOARDS

As you are aware we have someone put out the Sandwich
Boards to announce our fundraisers. Phil Bitner has been
responsible for seeing to their repairs and the correct
information on these boards. In the near future Phil will be
moving. We truly appreciate the time he has given to this
project. We need a replacement. Is there anyone out there
who could take on this responsibility on the upkeep of these
Boards? It is a vital part of our advertising. Please call the
parish office if you can help with this job.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 20 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $2425.00 with $121.25 coming to
the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

AUCTION NEWS
Saturday, June 2

We have been gathering wonderful items for the Grand
Auction through the creativity and generosity of our
parishioners and local merchants. Included on the list is a
wonderful Italian dinner, a visit from Santa and, if you ended
your tax season with a promise to get help next year, a tax
preparation package! What can you think of to bring
enjoyment to the Grand Auction Weekend? Join your
friends to come up with an idea that will make people smile,
and let you enjoy the giving as well. We need your support
for this awesome fundraiser! Remember, Donation forms
need to be in hand by May 20 and items delivered by
May 27. Keep on the look out for the wonderful raffle
prizes! They will be on display soon!

TRICKY TRAY NEWS
Friday, June 1

We are in need of someone or two to chair the kitchen on
the night of June 1 for the Tricky Tray. Also if you have any
items to donate, please drop off at the Office Center in the
Seton Room and label the item. We will let you know when
we will be putting baskets together. Please think about how
you might be able to help. Thanks, Marybeth and Carole

WE WANT YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT
RECIPE!

Thanks to everyone who has submitted a
recipe for the St. John's 25™ anniversary
cookbook. Thus far we have 60 very
yummy recipes! But it's just not enough to
satisfy our appetite. We are still looking
for more submissions and hope that
parishioners will continue to contribute
their favorite recipes. Got a great chocolate chip cookie
recipe? How about key lime bars? Anybody for apple pie?
So, get out those recipes and submit them by either:
printing the form from www.ccsjn.org, picking a form up in
the Narthex, or by getting an electronic version from
sharonbill203@earthlink.net. You can return forms by email
to Sharon Lohrmann (email above), mailing them into the
Office Center, or dropping them off at the Narthex. Looking
forward to your recipe contribution!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION THEME BASKETS
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

Its Tricky Tray time at St. John’s so please mark your
calendars for Friday, June 1, check your child’s grade
below, and purchase an item relating to their specific theme.
Last year these “special” baskets were a BIG hit and we
hope to continue offering great baskets once again. If you
would like to help put the baskets together, please call the
Office Center. After Easter there will be boxes in the
Narthex to place your items! Your donations help make the
Tricky Tray a success! This year's themes are:

Kindergarten - “Disney” (dolls, movies, toys, figurines,
etc.)

1st Grade - “Beach Blanket Bingo” (towels, sunscreen,
beach toys)

2nd Grade - “Bookworm” (books, bookmarkers, night
lights)

3rd Grade - “The Puzzler” (boxed puzzles, crossword
puzzles, brain teasers)

4th Grade - “Are We There Yet?” (travel & card games)
5th Grade - “Making Memories” (scrap booking materials)

CP | - *“Chocoholic” (candy, brownie mix, cocoa,
Hershey’s syrup)

CP 1l - “We Got the Beat” (family-friendly CD’s, music
books)

CP Il - “Last Picture Show” (Movies-G, PG, PG-13)
Saturday Program - “Nickelodeon (Sponge Bob, Dora,
Bob the Builder, etc.)

Look for the boxes in the Narthex AFTER Easter. Place
your items in the boxes by May 1. Thank you for supporting
the Tricky Tray ~ hope to see you there!



STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

How we use our time

Studies have examined how people in the
U.S. use the 14,880 minutes that make up a
week. Here are some results:

Sleeping: 3,115 minutes

Working: 1,288 minutes

Watching TV/Videos: 1,078 minutes

Household chores: 462 minutes

Eating at home: 371 minutes

In transit/commuting: 357 minutes

Grooming: 343 minutes

Reading: 301 minutes

Preparing meals: 238 minutes

Child and pet care: 175 minutes

Hobbies: 126 minutes

Grocery shopping: 112 minutes

Exercising: 110 minutes

Worship: 105 minutes

“Jesus proceeded on his journey to Jerusalem. As he
drew near to Bethpage and Bethany at the place called
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples. He
said, ‘Go into the village opposite you, as you enter it
you will find a tethered colt on which no one has ever
sat. Untie it and bring it here.” So they went off and
found everything as he had told them.”  (Lk 19:28-32)
All four Gospels describe Jesus entering Jerusalem in a
kind of procession that has some characteristics of the entry
of the Messiah. The details vary. (Only John has palm
branches.)
Luke’s long description of the journey of Jesus to Jerusalem
(it began 10 chapters ago) is finally over. He has come as a
pilgrim, along with many other pilgrims to the Holy City for
the feast.
He is looking down on the city from the Mount of Olives. It
will be the city of his death.
Although the Gospel authors, writing after the fact, added
specific details to Jesus’ predictions of his death, he

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
64 Responses from 393 Families
58 Time & Talent, 57 Treasure, 21 Youth

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells Peter again and again, “If you
love me, feed my sheep.” He says the same to each of us,
“If you love me, use the gifts | have given you to serve your
brothers and sisters.”

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For April 16, 2006

55 WEEKIY DONOIS......ceevvieiieeiieeiieesieesieesneeans $4,426.50
Easter — No Comparison

For April 15, 2007 (393 Families)

87 WEEKIY DONOIS ....ccvveeievieiieesieesieesieesiee e $2,428.00
16 Monthly DONOIS ......cccveeiiieeiie e $1,695.00
LOOSE MONEY....cuvvieeitiie ettt $69.00
B Ie] = | OO $4,192.00
10 Special Collection (Easter) ........ccccceveees weveveeeeennne $625.00
Weekly NEEA .......cvveeiiiii et e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
IMIBITCIY e $6,926.00
FEDIUAIY ....eeeiiii e $7,126.00
JANUATY .ttt e e e e s $6,699.00
DECEMDEN.......ciiiiiiieeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeveveeeresareseraaaaens $7,868.00
NOVEMDET ......coiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerereveeereeeraaanens $6,845.00
(@161 70] =] S $6,556.00
SEPLEMDET ... .iciiiiciieeie e $7,430.00
AUGUSE oot $6,524.00
JUIY o $5,902.00
JUNE oo $6,352.00
VY e $6,651.00
AP e $6,324.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For April 15, 2007

certainly knew that death at the hands of the authorities was 1 Wleglély — 100 1M0nthllé 00 = 10.00
very likely. Still, when he enters the city, he will go straight 5 5'00 - 25'00 1 30'00 - 30'00
to the temple. : - : : - :
What was he thinking as he approached the site of his 10 10.00 — 10000 | 2 40.00 — 80.00
. : 4 15.00 | = 60.00 2 50.00 | = 100.00
death? He is as healthy as could be, yet in a matter of days - -
. . . : 25 20.00 | = 500.00 5 100.00 | = 500.00
he will be dead. Everything probably seems different to him _ -
. . . 15 25.00 | = 375.00 3 125.00 | = 375.00
now. When he prays, he is talking to the God he is about to 3 30.00 | = 90.00 11 25000 | = 250.00
meet face-to-face. That can make one big difference. 7 35.00 | = 245.00 1| 35000 | = 350.00
Try putting yourself in that situation. 5 40.00 | = 200.00 | 16 1695.00
Spend some quiet time with the Lord. 1 47.00 | = 47.00
5 50.00 | = 250.00
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES TR T
3 100.00 | = 300.00
87 2428.00
]
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