We are his people, the sheep of his flock!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, April 29 — Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

Monday, April 30 — St. Pius V
7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office
Center)

Tuesday, May 1 — St. Joseph the Worker
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, May 2 — St, Athanasius
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. First Eucharist Retreat (Church Center)
7:30 p.m. Fundraising Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, May 3 — Sts. Philip & James
No Quilting
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, May 4 — Bl. Marie-Leonie Paradis
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, May 5— BI. Nunzio Sulprizio
11:00 a.m. First Eucharist (Church Center)

Sunday, May 6 — Mortgage Collection/Mother’s Day
Intentions
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

May 5 & 6

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ..........oeeeeeiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
I <To3 (o] C. Drzewiecki
Altar SEIVErS .....ccoccvvieiieee e Germino Family
Ministers of the Eucharist................. J. McCabe, E. McCabe,
................................. D. Kelemen, J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ...........eeeeiiiiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I<To3 (o] T G. Wilson
AlAr SEIVEN ...cccoeeiiiiee et Sullivan Family
Ministers of the Eucharist....................... S. Janks, K. Malley,
.................................................. A. Miele, B. Minick, R. Bush
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Celebrant ...........ccviieeiiiiic e Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o (o | N G. Porto
Altar SEIVer......ooovviiiiiieeeeeeiee e DeStefano Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.............cc......... M. McCall, C. Frey,
........................................... E. Lacy, C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant.........ccccvviieii e Fr. Mickiewicz
I =Tox (o] SRR A. Sawczuk
Ministers of the Eucharist ..................... M. Wickel, D. Wickel

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

Next weekend is the first weekend of May and the weekend
for Paving Our Yellow Brick Road of our mortgage. Last
month we received $4,991.00 from 132 families towards
the $6, 707.00 that we need to pay the mortgage. We thank
all who are so faithful to this collection enabling us to meet
these payments along with our fundraising activities. The
annual Auction Weekend greatly aids in meeting this
payment.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CANDIDATES

You will notice the pictures of our First Holy Communion
candidates at the Prayer Station. Stop a moment to
familiarize yourself with their faces and say a prayer then
and there. Also remember them during the week at prayer.
They will spend an afternoon of reflection this coming week
and then celebrate on Saturday, May 5 at 11:00 a.m. You
are invited to share in this celebration. There will be plenty
of room since there are not many in this class.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is a special celebration of
World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The world-wide Church
honors all Christian vocations. We pray that our church may
be enriched by our commitment to remain faithful to God’s
call. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, guides and protects us on
our life journey.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER —
Year C

Today's readings focus on the Church’s “catholic” or
universal character (CCC #830-56). Acts recounts how
Paul widened his evangelizing to include not only Jews but
Gentiles as well. Since God wishes all people to be saved
(CCC #74, 1877-78, 2822), we cannot invent human
reasons to exclude persons. John’s vision of the
numberless saved dwelling in heaven with God anticipates
the fulfillment of this universal mission. The gospel affirms
that those who have entered into a personal relationship
with Christ belong to God and will receive eternal life.

GOOD SHEPHERD
On the walls of the underground corridors
and cemetaries where early Christians hid
from their Roman persecutors, the most
ancient representation of the risen Lord
was the image of the Good Shepherd.
Figures of a beardless young man bearing
a lamb on his shoulders or playing a flute
gave countless potential martyrs courage at
times of great danger. A shepherd leads
and protects. Two thousand years later who are our “good
shepherds?” Heroic men and women who make advances
at great personal cost? Older, wiser people who watch out
for us and teach us by their lives? Children who dare to
trust? Who is Christ for us today?

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, May 1
7:00 p.m. Leo Mickiewicz

Wednesday, May 2
9:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Friday, May 3
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, May 4
5:30 p.m. Robert Boccella req. Maureen & Phil Stout

Sunday, May 5
8:00 a.m. Nicholas Frodelly req. Sterphone Family
10:30 a.m. Stanley Weipzynski req. Brisson Family
12:15 p.m. Elmer Hingos req. Rita & Walt Price

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Jane Alpaugh
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Bette Berger
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Kenneth Casso
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Katelynn Fortenbacker

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Jim Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan

Phyllis Mucci
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Harvey Sliker
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Woijcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, April 30
7:30 p.m. Appointment (Away)

Tuesday, May 1
Bulletin
9:30 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Deanery Meeting
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, May 2
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. Communion Retreat (Church Center)
7:30 p.m. Fundraising Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, May 3
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)
6:00 p.m. Property and Maintenance Committee Walk
of Property

Friday, May 4
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, May 5
11:00 a.m. First Communion (Church Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Geraldine Farley -
Catherine Hebson — Katilyn Garside — Christine
D'Apolito — Joseph Pannella, Sr. — Michael
Scalone — Beatrice DuBois

Deceased: Beatrice DuBois, friend of Lynn & Don Mergen.
May she find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord
and may her family find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.



SOCIAL MINISTRY

ANGEL CERDENA

Angel, our parish’s sponsor child, who lives in Manila
celebrated her 12" birthday on January 23. She is the
youngest of four children born to Wilson and Lourdes
Cerdena. Wilson and Lourdes separated and neither
wanted the job of raising children so, they just deposited
them with the grandparents and left one day when Angel
was two months old. An aunt and uncle and their two
children were already living with the grandparents bringing
the total number of people living in a 100 square meters to
ten. Even though Angel was under underweight, small for
her age and described as a sad child when she first became
a Christian Foundation For Children & Aging sponsor child,
the latest report we received indicates that while she is still
undersized she is strong and often can be found dancing
and singing. It is also noted that she can be relied on to do
household chores.

Angel’s grandfather passed on at the end of last year and it
has been hard on both the grandmother and Angel since the
three were very close. Both still regularly attend Sunday
Mass.

The latest report received this week indicates that Angel is
“becoming aware of God and acts as a good, loving and
helpful daughter to her grandmother.” According to Jun
Tumamao, social welfare Officer Il who sent us the report,
with our help through C.F.C.A., she not only has a chance
for a longer life but a better one.

Please remember Angel in your prayers and with your
donations in the jar at the Social Ministry Station in the
Narthex.

L.B.N.H. OPPORTUNITIES

Job Opportunities:  Now Hiring Nurses (RNs and LPNs),
Certified Nurses Aides, and Activities Assistants

If you would like to know more about job opportunities
contact John Kasarda at 908-832-2220.

Volunteer Opportunities:  Bible Study, Friendly Visitor,
Recreational Activities, Adopt a Grandparent, Tuesday
Night Cabaret, Thursday Night Visitor, Day Assistant,
Manicurists, Special Events

If you would like to know more about the volunteer
programs contact Kim Minerley at 908-832-2220.

THANKS TO TOP ‘O ‘TH BARN

Sincere thanks to all those volunteering at Top ‘O ‘Th Barn
for their selfless work and to Mrs. Helene Ferguson for
their generous donation to St. John’s Social Ministry work.

WOMEN'S CRISIS SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033.
Pick up a brochure in the narthex.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that once you cross that line,
you can never go back without help!” If you or someone you
know has this problem Anderson House can help. Pick up a
brochure in the Narthex or call 908-534-5818.

SPRING GIVING TREE CONTINUES

Our “Spring Giving Tree” is in bloom. Please help by taking
a tag and filling the need of one of the institutions or families
that need our support! Please return the item before May
13. ltems can be bagged but please do not wrap any of the
items. This year we are assisting The Center for Great
Expectation, The Women’s Crisis Center, Elijah’s Promise
and nine local families.

GENNESARET RETREAT (update)
May 18-20, Princeton

Have you ever wanted to make a retreat but have been
unable to because of illness or disability? Consider the
GENNESARET retreat for the seriously ill at the Vincentian
Retreat Center in Princeton, N.J., to be held on May 18, 19
and 20 2007. There is no cost to you for the retreat. For
information please contact: Hilare Reinold 732-566-
7237, Mary Lou Merritt 732-290-9248, Peggy Walsh 90 8-
654-5575, Linda Capabianco 732-928-2989.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP? Gennesaret Retreat is in
need prayer and letters of support for those on the retreat.
Sometimes illness makes people feel alone in what they are
going through, when they hear that people they don’t even
know are praying for them it can lift their spirits and help
them feel God's Love. These notes are called Palanca
(Spanish word for lever). Palanca can be letters of prayer or
Scripture or reminders of prayer such as bookmarks, cards
or placemats. Because of the serious nature of some of the
illnesses, “God Loves You” or “You are in my prayers” is
more appropriate than “Get Well Wishes.”

Send your letters, cards, etc. to Hilare Reinold, 11 Anton
Place, Aberdeen, NJ 07747 — Questions call 732-566-7237
If we have someone with artistic ability who would like
to create a large card that all parishioners could sign
please contact Earl at 908-832-2513 or email
earlroberts@earthlink.net

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the first working referral number in New Jersey
and part of a National Initiative to Link People with
Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral,
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies.

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family in
need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
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donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won’t appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’s web page on the parish website.)
Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper’s Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO CALIFON
ISLAND PARK!

Saturday, May 12

This is a fun family event sponsored by the Califon School
PTA. The date is Saturday, May 12, 1:00 or 5:00 shows.
Ticket price is $10 each for adults and children 3 and up.
For advance ticket sales, please call Mary Beth Mea de
832-0253 or Maureen Folsom 832-5230.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES
OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, April 30 - I. Matthews a.m.
- Angel Needed p.m.
Tuesday, May 1 - M. McCall p.m.
Wednesday, May 2 - Angel Needed p-m.
Thursday, May 3 - L. Gerristead p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS
April 28 & 29 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m.
- S. Bumen 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
May 5 & 6 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- I. Matthews 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of April 29 - L. Livoti
Week of May 6 - A. Dalpe
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
May 4 - Team C
May 11 - Team D
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
May 4 - M. Sowa
May 11 - J. Stemple

COMMUNITY NEWS

LINDA CARDILLO PLATZER

Linda will be at the Clinton Book Store on Saturday, May 12

for the signing of her first book, Dancing On Sunday
Afternoons, a tale of food, magic and a woman who loved
two men." Linda is a former parishioner who has had her
first novel published. She has finished her second one and
is working on the third. "She is delighted to be back in the
old 'neighborhood,™ Stop by the Clinton Book Store and see
her.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, September 14, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is
present to welcome the child into the church and to pledge
their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — September
14 at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the
process please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or
use the online form from the parish website -

WWW.CCS|n.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST RETREAT
Wednesday, May 2, 4:00 p.m., Church Center

The First Eucharist children are meeting for their retreat on
Wednesday, May 2 at 4:00 p.m. in the Church Center. A
practice with parents will follow at 6:15 p.m.. Parents are
also invited to witness their child’'s renewal of baptismal
promises at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Center.

FIRST EUCHARIST
Saturday, May 5, 11:00 a.m., Church Center

The celebration of First Eucharist is May 5, at 11:00a .m.
in the Church Center. Pictures of this year's First
Communion children are in our Narthex. Please pray for
them and their families as these children prepare to receive
Jesus.

CONFIRMATION

CPIIl Day of Reflection — Saturday, May 12, 2:00 — 5:00
p.m. followed by the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Parent committees
should be finalizing their plans for this day.




EVANGELIZATION

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you know!

‘I SENT MY SON”

Jewish businessman in Chicago sent his son to Israel for a
year to absorb the culture. When the son returned, he said -
"Papa, | had a great time in Israel. By the way, | converted
to Christianity."

"Oy vey," said the father, "what have | done!" He took his
problem to his best friend. "lke," he said, "l sent my son to
Israel, and he came home a Christian. What can | do?"
"Funny you should ask," said lke. "I, too, sent my son to
Israel, and he also came home a Christian. Perhaps we
should go see the Rabbi."

They explained their problem to the Rabbi. "Funny you
should ask," said the Rabbi. "I, too sent my son to Israel,
and he also came home a Christian. What is happening to
our young people?”

Then they prayed, telling God about their sons, and asking
Him what they should do. As they finished their prayers, a
voice came booming from the heavens:

"Funny you should ask," said the voice. "I, too, sent my Son
to Israel....... 8

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Rober ts at
832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a
copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow
in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

All those thinking about becoming Catholic are invi ted.
Please contact Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for m  ore
information, call 908-832-2513.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2"° Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
May 20, 2006 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the May 20 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and present
information on the past history and present focus of the
parish. Important: It is essential that anyone wishing to
participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the Parish
Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish webs __ite —
www.ccsin.org . A packet of materials is prepared
especially for each family.

RESPECT LIFE

Some contend that the pro-life issue is less important than
the war issue. Fr. Frank Pavone, director of Priests for Life,
comments, “How many innocent lives, and how many
children have been deliberately targeted for destruction in
the current war? By comparison, every abortion deliberately
targets and destroys a child. Otherwise it wouldn’t be an
abortion... Catholic teaching allows more than one position
on war, but it does not allow more than one position on
abortion.”




ADULT FORMATION
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD

The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally referred to as
Good Shepherd Sunday, because the Gospel for each year
of the Lectionary comes from the tenth chapter of Saint
John, in which Jesus speaks of himself as the Good
Shepherd. Jesus says that he knows his sheep and that
they follow him because he “give[s] them eternal life, and
they shall never perish” (John 10:28).

If we're not careful, the images of the shepherd and of
knowing can be lost on us in today’s modern, fast-paced
society. The shepherd would put his very life on the line for
his sheep. Their well-being, their safety, and providing for
their needs were the shepherd’'s chief responsibility.
Elsewhere in John’s tenth chapter, Jesus says that “a good
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep” (John 10:11,
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year B).

To know, in the biblical sense, is much deeper and more
personal than the sense with which we may use it today. In
the biblical sense, to know something or someone is to have
an intimate, personal experience of the thing or person that
is known. In the Bible, to know someone is to be in
relationship with that person.

In the Gospel today, Jesus says that he knows his sheep. It
is in this deeply profound, relational way that he speaks of
us — the sheep for whom he has laid down his life. On this
Fourth Sunday of Easter we continue to celebrate the great
love of God shown to us in the Paschal Mystery. In this we,
the members of Christ's body, find our hope and our
strength.

Written by D. Todd Wiliamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

DIOCESAN NEWS

SCOUT'S AWARD MASS
Saturday, June 16, 7:00 p.m., St. Francis Cathedral

The Annual Diocesan Scout Award’s Mass will be held on
Saturday, June 16, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St.
Francis, Metuchen. Awards will be presented by Msgr.
Michael J. Corona, Catholic Scouting Moderator for the
Diocese of Metuchen. If you have completed your Scout
workbook and would like to receive your award for Junior,
Cadette and Senior Scouts, please send your application by
May 1 to:

The Diocese of Metuchen

Catholic Scouting

PO Box 191

Metuchen, NJ 08840
For further information, call Virginia at 732-562-1 990 ext
1630 or Ruth Bielanski, Girl Scout Coordinator for the
Diocese of Metuchen at 908-874-8714.




CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Focus: The Lamb and the Shepherd
“God cares for us like a loving shepherd.”

Scripture : “My sheep hear my voice; | know them, and
they follow me...”
John 10:27-30

Question: What comfort do you find in the Good

Shepherd?
Song: “Shepherd Me O God” #476
Story : Final Exam

When Pauline Chen began medical school twenty years
ago, she dreamed of saving lives. What she did not count
on was how much death would be a part of her work. She
chronicles her wrestling with medicine’s profound paradox in
her new book, Final Exam: A Surgeon’s Reflections of
Mortality.

When a patient is dying in the intensive care unit, the
protocol is always the same: Doors and curtains are closed
around the patient and family, monitors are turned off — and
physicians make themselves scarce. But one death during
her internship dramatically changed Dr. Chen’s thinking.
Early one morning, a patient’s heart began to fail after his
long battle with colon cancer. Doctor Chen called the family
and the attending surgeon. The dying man’s wife arrived
first. Doctor Chen took her to her husband’s room and
quietly slipped out, as protocol dictated. But when the
attending arrived, he took the woman’'s hand and quietly
explained what was happening. She began to sob. But
then, contrary to the norm, the doctor closed the curtains
around all three of them.

Doctor Chen remembers:

“l peeked in. Inside, the woman was still sobbing, but she
was standing with her hand in her husband’'s. The surgeon
stood next to her and whispered something; the woman
nodded and her sobs subsided. Her shoulders relaxed and
her breathing became more regular. The surgeon
whispered again, pointing to the monitors and to the
patient's chest and then gently putting his hand on the
patient's arm. He was, | thought, explaining how life leaves
the body — the last contractions of the heart, the irregular
breaths, the final comfort of her presence...Thirty minutes
passed before the surgeon stepped out. Soon after, the
patient's wife appeared; her husband had died. She
thanked us, smiled weakly, and walked out of the ICU.”
What the attending surgeon did that morning had a
profound effect on Doctor Chen. She stopped slipping away
from her dying patients but stayed with them and their
families, answering questions, explaining what was
happening, offering comfort and consolation.

“From that moment on,” Doctor Chen writes, “I would
believe that | could do something more than cure.”

Christ the Good Shepherd calls us to listen consciously,
deliberately, wisely for his voice in the depths of our hearts,
to listen for his voice in the love and joy, the pain and
anguish, the cries for mercy and justice of those around us;
Christ the Son of God assures us that we are always safe

and accepted in the loving embrace of his Father. In turn, to
be disciples of Christ is to be the voice of Christ and the
embrace of God for one another, in the compassion, peace
and forgiveness we work for and offer in the Spirit of the
Risen One.

Connections, April 2007

OPERATION RICE BOWL

This is the last week for Operation Rice Bowl collection.
Thanks to your generosity we have raised $763.93 so far.
Please leave your rice bowls or donation envelopes in
the Operation Rice Bowl collection box in the Narth ex
or bring them to Religious Education class this
weekend.

PARISH NEWS

PARISH TOWN MEETING
Monday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend our Parish
Town Meeting on Monday evening, May 14. Our theme will
be “Building Community.” Come, listen, and participate in
this essential aspect of our Church, and defining
characteristic of our parish life at St. John’s.

The gathering will begin at 6:30 p.m. with a light supper
followed by presentations and discussion at 7:15 p.m..
More details to follow in subsequent bulletins.

25" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

IF YOU HAVE NOT PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR, you must do so today. The 25" Anniversary
will not be the same without your participation. It will be a
full year of celebration with three events occurring on dates
that are landmarks in our founding.

1. We begin with a CONCERT on October 21,
Sunday, at 2:00 p.m.. Hopefully a few of the
nearby church choirs will join us in this celebration.
On this date in 1982 Archbishop Theodore E.
McCarrick gave St. John Neumann its name. The
date had been changed a few times, but it is now
officially Sunday, October 21, 2007.

2. Bishop Bootkoski will join us for a formal
celebration of MASS at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May
18, 2008 to commemorate the first Mass that Fr.
Bill said at the Califon Methodist Church on River
Road. Remember that?

3. At our annual PICNIC we will celebrate the closing
of the year-long events with a super spectacular
picnic on October 4, 2008. On this day in 1983 we
were incorporated as a parish. (Actually it officially
occurred on October 25, 1983.) This will be our
Grand Finale. BE THERE!

THANK YOU

Thanks to Jen Serubbi, Martha McCall, Linda Gerristead
and Liz Livoti for helping with put together the Triduum
booklets. Also thanks to France Kennedy for labeling,
organizing, and setting up in Narthex the new offering
envelopes for parishioner pickup.




CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP HELP
NEEDED

The group is still short 2 chaperones. One must be a male.
We are now starting to beg for help! Even if you do not
have children attending, please consider this ministry. If
you are skilled in a trade you could be assigned as a
“trouble shooter” to oversee work sites. | will be happy to
speak with you about what is involved without pressuring
you to commit. The trip to Boston is from July 22-27.
Please contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or
mandmconnolly@eartlink.net

WALK THE LABYRINTH

We have a portable labyrinth this week for a week. We will
be using it for First Communion Retreat and Religious Ed
gatherings. We will also announce times that it will be
available to use as a group or individually. There will be a
brochure on how to use it. This is an introduction to the
permanent one that we will be installing in memory of our
25th anniversary. Feel free to stop by and walk the labyrinth
as a meditative experience. The labyrinth will be located on
the back patio outside of the Narthex.

SANDWICH BOARDS

As you are aware we have someone put out the Sandwich
Boards to announce our fundraisers. Phil Bitner has been
responsible for seeing to their repairs and the correct
information on these boards. In the near future Phil will be
moving. We truly appreciate the time he has given to this
project. We need a replacement. Is there anyone out there
who could take on this responsibility on the upkeep of these
Boards? It is a vital part of our advertising. Please call the
parish office if you can help with this job.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 24 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $2,600.00 with $130.00 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

AUCTION NEWS
Saturday, June 2

We have been gathering wonderful items for the Grand
Auction through the creativity and generosity of our
parishioners and local merchants. Included on the list is a
wonderful Italian dinner, a visit from Santa and, if you ended
your tax season with a promise to get help next year, a tax
preparation package! What can you think of to bring
enjoyment to the Grand Auction Weekend? Join your
friends to come up with an idea that will make people smile,
and let you enjoy the giving as well. We need your support
for this awesome fundraiser! Remember, Donation forms
need to be in hand by May 20 and items delivered by
May 27. Keep on the look out for the wonderful raffle
prizes! They will be on display soon!

TRICKY TRAY NEWS
Friday, June 1

Thanks to Mary D’Avella and Carolyn Johnson who
volunteered to chair the kitchen for the Tricky Tray. If you
have any items to donate, please drop off at the Office
Center in the Seton Room and label the item. We will let
you know when we will be putting baskets together. Please
think about how you might be able to help. Thanks,
Marybeth and Carole

WE WANT YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT
RECIPE!

Thanks to everyone who has submitted a recipe for the St.
John’s 25" anniversary cookbook. Thus far we have 60
very yummy recipes! But it's just not enough to satisfy our
appetite. We are still looking for more submissions and
hope that parishioners will continue to contribute their
favorite recipes. Got a great chocolate chip cookie recipe?
How about key lime bars? Anybody for apple pie? So, get
out those recipes and submit them by either: printing the
form from www.ccsjn.org, picking a form up in the Narthex,
or by getting an electronic version from
sharonbill203@earthlink.net. You can return forms by email
to Sharon Lohrmann (email above), mailing them into the
Office Center, or dropping them off at the Narthex. Looking
forward to your recipe contribution!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION THEME BASKETS
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

It's Tricky Tray time at St. John’s so please mark your
calendars for Friday, June 1, check your child’s grade
below, and purchase an item relating to their specific theme.
Last year these “special” baskets were a BIG hit and we
hope to continue offering great baskets once again. If you
would like to help put the baskets together, please call the
Office Center. After Easter there will be boxes in the
Narthex to place your items! Your donations help make the
Tricky Tray a success! This year's themes are:

Kindergarten - “Disney” (dolls, movies, toys, figurines,
etc.)

1st Grade - “Beach Blanket Bingo” (towels, sunscreen,
beach toys)

2nd Grade - “Bookworm” (books, bookmarkers, night
lights)

3rd Grade - “The Puzzler” (boxed puzzles, crossword
puzzles, brain teasers)

4th Grade - “Are We There Yet?” (travel & card games)
5th Grade - “Making Memories” (scrap booking materials)

CP_ 1 - “Chocoholic” (candy, brownie mix, cocoa,
Hershey’s syrup)

CP 1l - “We Got the Beat” (family-friendly CD’s, music
books)

CP Il - “Last Picture Show” (Movies-G, PG, PG-13)
Saturday Program - “Nickelodeon (Sponge Bob, Dora,
Bob the Builder, etc.)

Look for the boxes in the Narthex AFTER Easter. Place
your items in the boxes by May 1. Thank you for supporting
the Tricky Tray ~ hope to see you there!



STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
St. Paul on Stewardship

The first-generation church in Jerusalem
was made up of Jews who still practiced
Judaism but also believed in Jesus as
Messiah and Lord.  When Gentiles were drawn to
Christianity, the question was whether they had to become
Jewish in order to become Christian.
Paul decided that they did not. This created considerable
tension between the Christians in Jerusalem (strongly
Jewish) and the Gentiles elsewhere whom Paul was
converting to Christianity. (Peter and Paul even had a
public confrontation about this.)
In the late 40's AD, a famine swept across the Jerusalem
area. The Jewish Christians there suffered the most
because they were a minority and were discriminated
against because of their belief in Christ.
Paul saw an opportunity here. He called upon his Gentile
converts in far-away Greece to give money which he would
personally deliver to the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem. He
asked them to give according to their means.
Paul saw this as far more than simply a matter of money. It
expressed their love for these people, their unity with them
despite their differences.
But it went even beyond that. Paul says that they were not
only supplying the needs of these Jerusalem Christians.
They were performing an act of “thanksgiving to God.”
Gratitude to God. It's at the heart of stewardship.

Almsgiving and Stewardship

The Gospels were written in Greek. When Jesus speaks of
giving “alms,” the Greek word is “eleamosyna” — the root
meaning of which is “pity.” (The English word “alms” is
taken from the first few letters of that long Greek word.)

The origin of the word “alms” provides an insight into the
difference between almsgiving and stewardship.

Almsgiving results from feelings of pity and compassion for
someone in need. It is a good step in the right direction,
and it is one of the seven corporal works of mercy.
Stewardship goes one step further. It is an action caused
not simply by feelings of tenderness toward a needy person.
It is an expression of gratitude to God for everything we
have (including life itself), and of the belief that the earth

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
64 Responses from 393 Families
58 Time & Talent, 57 Treasure, 21 Youth

Paul and Barnabas encountered both violent rejection and
joyful acceptance of the message that they preached. We,
too, may meet with mixed reactions when we use our gifts in
the service of God. But, the Gospel assures us, the reward
for those who follow faithfully is eternal life.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For April 23, 2006

106 Weekly DONOTS.........ccvvvieeeeeiiciiiiis e $2,941.00
24 Monthly DONOIS ........ceeeiiiiiieiiiiee e $2,070.00
LOOSE MONEBY....ccuvviieiiiie et e ettt $120.00
TOtaAl vt $5,313.00

60 Special Collection (CCEE/American Missions) . $9  05.00

For April 22, 2007 (393 Families)

98 WEEKIY DONOIS ....ccvveeiirieiiiesiieesieesiee e sneens $2,855.00
36 Monthly DONOIS .........cceeviiiieiiie e $4,934.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuvvieeiitiie ettt et $67.00
TOtaAl vt $7,856.00

64 Special Collection (CCEE/American Missions)$1,20 0.00

Weekly NEEA .......cvveeeiiii et e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:

IVIBITCIY e $6,926.00
February......coooveiiiiii e $7,126.00
JANUATY .ot e e e e $6,699.00
DECEMDET.....ciiiiiiiiiiice e $7,868.00
NOVEMDE ... $6,845.00
(@161 70] =1 S $6,556.00
SEPLEMDET .. it $7,430.00
AUGUSE ..ottt e e e e e $6,524.00
JUIY o $5,902.00
JUNE e $6,352.00
Y SRS $6,651.00
F Y o PR UPPRRN $6,324.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For April 22, 2007

and all that is in it belongs to God. Weekly Monthly
Almsgiving flows from compassion. Stewardship flows from 3 5.00 | = 15.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
the recognition that all human beings belong to one family 1 8.00 | = 800 | 1 15.00 | = 15.00
(and DNA now proves this to be true). This moves us to 16 10.00 | = 160.00 | 1 24.00 | = 24.00
take part of what we have (off the top) and share it with the 7 15.00 | = 105.00 | 2 30.00 | = 60.00
family. 28 20.00 | = 560.00 | 1 40.00 | = 40.00
To see things that way, and to act that way, is stewardship. 14 25.00 | = 350.00 | 7 50.00 | = | 350.00
2 30.00 | = 60.00 2 60.00 | = 120.00
1 32.00 | = 32.00 6 100.00 | = 600.00
STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES 4 35.00 | = 140.00 1 110.00 | = 110.00
6 40.00 | = 240.00 1 125.00 | = 125.00
7 50.00 | = 350.00 1 130.00 | = 130.00
] " 2 75.00 | = 150.00 2 150.00 | = 300.00
1S % &' "o & 1] 8500 = 85.00 | 5| 200.00 | = | 1000.00
() 1 90.00 | = 90.00 3 300.00 | = 900.00
* 4 T 4 100.00 | = 400.00 1 500.00 | = 500.00
% + 1 110.00 | = 110.00 1 650.00 | = 650.00
% 98 2855.00 | 36 4934.00
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