SIXTH SUNDAY

OF EASTER
May 13, 2007
May our lives be crowned with joy!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, May 13 — Sixth Sunday of Easter/Mother’s
Day/Giving Tree Ends/Flood Relief
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)

Monday, May 14 — St. Matthias
10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center)
6:30 p.m. Parish Town Meeting (Church Center)

Tuesday, May 15 — St. Isidore
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
No Mass

Wednesday, May 16 — St. Peregrine
No Mass
7:00 p.m. Evangelization Team Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, May 17 — Ascension of the Lord
7:30 p.m. Mass (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, May 18 — St. John |
No Mass
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, May 19 — BI. Augustine Novello
9:30 a.m. Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Scotch Bowling (Oakwood Lanes)

Sunday, May 20 — Food Pantry Weekend/Catholic
Communications/Catholic University
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center & Office
Center)

May 19 & 20

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ...........ocvieeiiiiiiiice e, Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=Tox (o] SRR K. Borris
Altar SEIVEIS ...cooviieiiiieee e Schick Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.......... C. Drzewiecki, L. Eacovalle,
...................................... J. Eacovalle, A. Sawczuk, D. Lance
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ...........oovieeeiiiiiiice e Fr. Mickiewicz
I =Tox (o] PP A. Sawczuk
AlLAr SEIVEN ...ccooiiiiiiiiiiee e Stanski Family
Ministers of the Eucharist................ J. Klawunn, T, Klawunn,
................................................ R. Bush, B. Minick, K. Malley
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Celebrant ...........eeeeeiiiiiiee e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I<To3 (o] K. Kucharski
AlAr SEIVEN ..cccceiiiiiiee et Malone Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.................... D. Torczon, D. Simila,
........................................... J. Simila, C. Zelesny, B. Zelesny
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant........ccooocveiieii e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (o] T K. Skuza
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. McCall, D. Wickel

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR FLOOD
VICTIMS

This Weekend

In light of the devastation suffered by several communities
in the diocese because of recent flooding, Bishop Bootkoski
has authorized that a special collection for diocesan flood
victims be taken up this weekend. Please be generous.

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS/CATHOLIC
UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA

Next Weekend

Heard the Good News today? Next week’'s second
collection supports the Catholic Communications Campaign.
Your gift helps the CCC and our diocese to provide
television, radio and print materials that spread the Good
News of Christ's abiding love for each and every one of us.
Visit www.CatholicCommunicationsCampaign.org for
program information. Please be generous!

ASCENSION THURSDAY
Thursday, May 17

Mass will be offered only in the Church Center on Thursday,
Ascension Day. Mass will be offered at 7:30 p.m. THERE
WILL NOT BE A MORNING MASS. This is a holyday of
obligation.




SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER —
Year C

In today’s readings, we discover the “holy” character of the
Church (CCC #823-29). Since God’'s unique divine
characteristic is holiness (CCC #2809-15), the Church
becomes holy because God dwells within it. For Judaism,
holiness meant being set apart from others through laws
and regulations that focus on what must be avoided. For
Christians, holiness means being united with Christ through
the new law of love that focuses on what must be done.
Our love for God is shown through our love for one another
(CCC #1822-29, 1889, 2196, 2822). The greatest attraction
of Christianity always was, and continues to be, the living
example of Christ (CCC #459, 520, 564, 618, 1694, 1709)
and of other people who love (CCC #893-94, 900, 932,
1173, 1195, 2030, 2473, 2683).

RSVP
“It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and
us...” God’s people have always been aware
of this Advocate — Paraclete, Holy Spirit —
teaching and reminding them of their main
job. Their work is to lead one another to do
right before the trinitarian God and so gain
entrance to the holy city, New Jerusalem, shining with glory.
The Holy Trinity creates us, guides us on our way, and
prepares our heavenly home: God's wedding feast.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, May 15
7:00 p.m. No Mass

Wednesday, May 116
9:30 a.m. No Mass

Friday, May 18
7:00 a.m. No Mass

Saturday, May 19
5:30 p.m. Kylie Andrejco req. Marlene Milko

Sunday, May 20
8:00 a.m. Tommassina Capparelli req. Roupenian
Family
10:30 a.m. William Stasiulaitis req. Barbara & Fred
Pfeufer
12:15 p.m. Alex Dowzycki Jr. req. DuBeau Family

Respond if you please!

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Jane Alpaugh
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Bette Berger
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Kenneth Casso
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Katelynn Fortenbacker

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Jim Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan

Phyllis Mucci
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius

James S. Quartuccio

Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Harvey Sliker
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Away on vacation until Saturday, May 19

Saturday, May 19
a.m. Preparation for Weekend
7:00 p.m. Scotch Bowling

Sunday, May 20
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)

We extend a warm welcome to the following families who
have recently joined the Catholic Community of St. John
Neumann:

Glenn & Tracy Baykowski
Veronica Drucker
Richard Mager & Barbara Epprecht

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’'s death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Joseph Pannella, Sr. —
Michael Scalone — Beatrice DuBois

NO WEEKDAY MASSES

There will not be any weekday Masses on the week of May
13.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

GOOD NEWS HOME FOR WOMEN

St. John's, as well as several other churches in the area,
has been asked to help with support for The Good News
Home for Women located at 33 Bartles Corner Road in
Flemington. The Good News Home is a Christian residential
drug and alcohol treatment center for women over the age
of eighteen and residents of New Jersey. Applicants must
have completed a detox program immediately prior to
admission or have abstained from alcohol and/or drugs for a
long period of time to preclude problems with withdrawal.
The home is actually a farmhouse that is situated on
grounds that include the farm buildings. The front of the
barn has been converted into offices and the rear of those
farm buildings are going to be rebuilt to provide housing for
more than the twelve the farmhouse currently holds. This is
part of the phase Il development currently underway.

The program provided includes Bible studies, addiction
classes, Christian 12-step support group meetings, group
and individual counseling, work therapy programs and
personal activities. Medical, dental and legal services are
provided as well as family counseling, discharge planning,
including an aftercare relapse prevention plan, follow-up
and outpatient counseling.

It costs the individual $300 per month for a minimum of
three months to attend the program. Those in need turn
toward their family, friends and churches to help cover this
cost. Our parish has offered to help in this process. If you
would like to donate to this effort please use one of the
envelopes at the Social Ministry Station, mark it “For the
Good News Home” and drop it in the wooden Social
Ministry Drop-box to the right. ...More on this later.

ANGEL CERDENA

Angel, our parish’'s sponsor child, who lives in Manila
celebrated her 12" birthday on January 23. She is the
youngest of four children born to Wilson and Lourdes
Cerdena. Wilson and Lourdes separated and neither
wanted the job of raising children so, they just deposited
them with the grandparents and left one day when Angel
was two months old. An aunt and uncle and their two
children were already living with the grandparents bringing
the total number of people living in a 100 square meters to
ten. Even though Angel was under underweight, small for
her age and described as a sad child when she first became
a Christian Foundation For Children & Aging sponsor child,
the latest report we received indicates that while she is still
undersized she is strong and often can be found dancing
and singing. It is also noted that she can be relied on to do
household chores.

Angel’s grandfather passed on at the end of last year and it
has been hard on both the grandmother and Angel since the
three were very close. Both still regularly attend Sunday
Mass.

The latest report received this week indicates that Angel is
“becoming aware of God and acts as a good, loving and
helpful daughter to her grandmother.” According to Jun
Tumamao, social welfare Officer Il who sent us the report,
with our help through C.F.C.A., she not only has a chance
for a longer life but a better one.

Please remember Angel in your prayers and with your
donations in the jar at the Social Ministry Station in the
Narthex.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT

Thursday, May 24, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.H.

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take
place on Thursday, May 24 (please note the change of
date) from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Please consider joining us
and spending some time with the residents - they really look
forward to our visits. Children are always welcome!! If you
would like to provide a snack or if you would like more
information, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

SPRING GIVING TREE ENDS!

If you missed the opportunity to get a tag you can still
contribute by placing a donation in an envelope at the Social
Ministry Station and dropping it in the wooden Social
Ministry Drop Box located to the right. Donations will be
divided between the families and agencies that we are
supporting this year. They are: The Center for Great
Expectation, The Women’s Crisis Center, Elijah’s Promise.
Your donations are due this weekend. If you forgot
please drop them off at the Office Center by this
Tuesday, May 15.

SHIP
Monday, May 14, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, May 14. We will need hot casseroles, soup, tossed
salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items,
please call Anne Germino at 439-9335 . All items must be
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning, May
14. Thank you for your continued support of this Ministry.

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND
Next Weekend

May 20 is our Food Pantry Weekend this month. We need
to restock our pantry following our Easter Food Distribution.
The following items in any quantity would help: cake mixes,
canned icing, cereal, canned coffee, tea, pasta, pasta
sauce, grated cheese, salad dressing, canned veggies,
canned fruit and snacks (nuts, granola bars, cookies, etc.)
As always, please remember to check the expiration date of
the item and be sure it extends past the scheduled delivery
date. We will not knowingly distribute anything that is out of
date. The same is true of dented cans. The inside of cans is
spray coated with a compound that prevents the food
contents from coming in contact with the metal and solder of
the can itself. If a can is dented the coating can crack and
the food can become contaminated.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that

once you cross that line, you can

never go back without help!” If you or

someone you know has this problem
Anderson House can help. Pick up a brochure in the
Narthex or call 908-534-5818.




L.B.N.H. OPPORTUNITIES
Little Brook Nursing Home — Sliker Road

Job Opportunities:  Now Hiring Nurses (RNs and LPNs),
Certified Nurses Aides, and Activities Assistants

If you would like to know more about job opportunities
contact John Kasarda at 908-832-2220.

Volunteer Opportunities:  Bible Study, Friendly Visitor,
Recreational Activities, Adopt a Grandparent, Tuesday
Night Cabaret, Thursday Night Visitor, Day Assistant,
Manicurists, Special Events

If you would like to know more about the volunteer
programs contact Kim Minerley at 908-832-2220.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the
first working
referral number
in New Jersey
and part of a
National Initiative to Link People with Community Services.
2-1-1 is to Information & Referral, what 9-1-1 is to
emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

WOMEN'S CRISIS SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic
violence, sexual assault call 888-988-4033.
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won’t appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’s web page on the parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, May 14 - Angel Needed a.m.

- J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, May 15 - F. Kennedy p-m.
Wednesday, May 16 - Angel Needed p.m.
Thursday, May 17 - B. Pannone p.m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

May 12 & 13 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- R. McShane 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

May 19 & 20 - J. Lindabery 5:30 p.m.
- V. Santoro 8:00 a.m.
- F. Cook 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of May 13 - M. Cangelosi
Week of May 20 - M. Stout
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
May 18 - Team E
May 25 - Team A
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
May 18 - A. Tagliareni
May 25 - J. Stemple

RESPECT LIFE

A new mother facing an unexpected pregnancy is often
anxious and afraid. Those around her are called to be
messengers of God’s word in action and deed. Then she
will experience Jesus’ promise: “Peace | leave with you, my
peace | give to you...Do not let your hearts be troubled or
afraid.” (John 14)

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES

#1$ % &' "& &'
()

* + *#
% +




EVANGELIZATION

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you know!

THE TWELVE

5745 miles from here and a little
over 2000 years ago, twelve men
with God'’s help set out to CHANGE

THE WORLD.
They did and CHANGED YOUR
LIFE.

Think of what we are capable of, with His help!

We need to tell someone about Jesus and live ourli  fe in

His image.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the
Church after a long absence, please call Earl Rober ts at
832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide a
copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow
in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

All those thinking about becoming Catholic are invi ted.
Please contact Earl Roberts or Fr. Mickiewicz for m  ore
information, call 908-832-2513.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team will coordinate the development
of a new parish community video to be ready for our 25"
Anniversary next year. Please watch for more information
on how you might contribute to that production. One of the
things we would like to do is video record all events
between now and next spring as well as special Masses
and sacraments. Whether you're a professional or gifted
amateur, if you can volunteer your time to help accomplish
this please, contact Earl Roberts or a member of the team.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
July 29, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the July 29 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and present
information on the past history and present focus of the
parish. Important: It is essential that anyone wishing to
participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the Parish
Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish webs __ite —
www.ccsjn.org . A packet of materials is prepared
especially for each family.

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SSgt. Lambertin, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro I, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1" Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army




ADULT FORMATION

SACRAMENT PREPARATION
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MOTHER'S DAY BLESSING

Today in the United States we celebrate Mother's Day. Of
course, during the month of May the Church remembers, in
a particular way, Mary, the Mother of God. In the Book of
Blessings the Church provides for a blessing of mothers to
be used at Mass. She recognizes, in this secular
celebration, an opportunity to uphold and bless the
important role of motherhood.

In the Mass, the observance may take place at the final
blessing and dismissal. Those present at Mass who are
mothers may be invited to stand. After an introduction by
the priest, he offers the blessing, particularly for those
women who are mothers, grandmothers or godmothers.

In this way the Church recognizes the blessings that
mothers are to us. With the Blessed Virgin Mary as an
example, we acknowledge and honor them this day.
Indeed, may their faith and example be an inspiration to the
whole Church.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, September 14, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — September
14 at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the
process please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or
use the online form from the parish website -

WWW.CCS|N.org.

MOTHER'’S DAY

How old is your mother? Do mothers grow old or do we
keep them in our minds as we saw them in our youth? Of
course how old do mothers see themselves? Some
mother’s after a horrific day may feel like they are 105 even
though they may be in their mid-thirties. The dilemma is that
if our mothers are not as old as the calendar says then we
may not be as old as we feel. For those whose mothers
have died especially at a younger age, they never grow old;
we see them as we remember them to be. If a computer
changed their appearance to what they would look like we
may never recognize them. Another side of this query is
how does the Blessed Mother appear to the various times
and places in history. How did the children recognize her?
How do you see your mother and how do others see her?
Love sees things differently. “It is only with the heart that
one can see clearly. What is essential is invisible to the
eye,” so says the fox to THE LITTLE PRINCE. Isn't this
true? This is the difficulty of Alzheimer's or dementia. They
can’'t remember and so people are not recognized. This is
extremely difficult for the child no matter what the parent’s
age. We keep pictures around to help us remember even
when we don't have a debilitating disease. When we look at
pictures we can't believe that we looked so young. That
spirit of being young still resides in each of us and we need
to give it space.

So today as you remember your mother think of how you
remember her no matter what her age or if she is alive or
dead. This best of times is what still exists in our memory
and in our hearts. Another exercise is to give understanding
to the things that you may remember that are not so
pleasant. Ask yourself if you have done any better with all
that you have at your disposal. The gift of understanding
can help us to see with the heart, give forgiveness and lead
us to a unique kind of loving.

Mother’'s Day is about a special kind of loving. Celebrate
that love! Live that love!

Happy Mother’s Day to all who have mothered us into
existence and keep us close to their hearts here or in
heaven.




CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Focus: The Holy Spirit
“God empowers us through the Spirit of Christ”

Scripture :  “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my
Father will love him, and we will come and
make our dwelling with him.

“Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to

you. Not as the world gives do | give to you.

Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”
John 14:23-29

Question:  How do Jesus’ words today help ease your

fear?
Song: “You Are Mine” #470
Story : Lunch with Mom

The mother of two was having lunch with a friend. The
friend says that she and her husband are thinking of
“starting a family.”

“We're taking a survey,” she says, half-joking. “Do you think
| should have a baby?”

“It will change your life,” she responds, keeping her tone
neutral.

“I know,” her friend says, “no more sleeping in on the
weekend, no more spontaneous vacations...”

But that is not what she meant at all.

“I wanted to tell her what she would never learn in childbirth
classes: that the physical wounds of childbearing heal, but
that becoming a mother will leave her with an emotional
wound so raw that she will be forever vulnerable.

“I consider telling her that she will never read a newspaper
again without asking What if that had been MY child? | look
at her carefully manicured nails and stylish suit and think
that becoming a mother will reduce her to the primitive level
of a bear protecting her cub, that the urgent call of Mom! will
cause her to drop a soufflé or her best crystal without a
moment’s hesitation.

“l want to warn her that no matter how many years she has
invested in her career, she will be professionally derailed by
motherhood. She might arrange for child care, but one day
she will be going into an important meeting and she will
think about her baby’s beautiful smile, sweet smell and
loving embrace — and it will take every ounce of discipline
she possesses not to run home.

“l want to assure my attractive friend that eventually she will
shed the pounds of pregnancy but she will never feel the
same about herself. That her own life, now so important,
will be of less value once she has a child. That she would
give it up in a moment to save her offspring, but will also
begin to hope for more years — not to accomplish her own
dreams, but to watch her children accomplish theirs.

“I want her to realize that a Caesarean scar or shiny stretch
marks will become badges of honor.

“lI want her to know that her relationship with her husband
will change, but not in the ways she thinks. | wish she could
understand how much more you can love a man who is
always careful to powder the baby or never hesitates to play
with his child. 1 think she should know that she will fall in

love with him again for reasons she would now find very
unromantic.

“I wish my friend could sense the bond she’ll feel with
women throughout history who have worked desperately to
stop war and prejudice and drunk driving. | hope she will
understand why | can think rationally about most issues but
become temporarily insane when | discuss the threat of
nuclear war to my children’s future.

“I want to describe to her the exhilaration of seeing your
child learn to ride a bike. | want to capture for her the belly
laugh of a baby who is touching the soft fur of a dog or cat
for the first time. | want her to taste joy that is so real it
actually hurts.”

But the mother of two says nothing more. Her friend looks
puzzled as she sees the tears that have formed in her eyes.
Instead, she reaches over and squeezes her friend’s hand
and says, “You'll never regret it” and finds herself offering a
prayer of gratitude for her friend and herself and for all
women who stumble their way into the vocation of
motherhood.

[Source unknown. Adapted from The Story Bin.]

The love of a mother for her child mirrors the love of God for
us, his sons and daughters. In the midst of a parent’s
complete and unconditional love, God — Father and Son —
dwells. On this Sunday, we as a nation honor the generous,
committed women who have taken on the vocation of
motherhood. In our mothers’ love, we also come to realize
what it means to love as God has loved us. Our identity as
“children of God” and brothers and sisters in the Risen
Christ is centered in our striving to imitate that love; in
embracing Christ’'s spirit of unconditional, sacrificial love,
God makes his dwelling with us.

Connections, May 2007

PARISH NEWS

PARISH TOWN MEETING

N.B. —the date on the monthly calendar is incorre  ct—
the correct date is Monday, May 14, 6:30 p.m.

Please join the Pastoral Council for our program on
“Building Community.” Ray Chimileski, a deacon from the
Paterson Diocese, will be speaking on this topic followed by
personal accounts of community at St. John’s from several
parishioners. The evening will conclude with small group
discussions on this vital topic. A light picnic supper will
begin at 6:30 p.m. The program will run from 7:15 p.m. to
9:15 p.m. Donations of finger desserts would be
appreciated! Come to listen, to reflect, and to be heard.

SANDWICH BOARDS

As you are aware we have someone put out the Sandwich
Boards to announce our fundraisers. Phil Bitner has been
responsible for seeing to their repairs and the correct
information on these boards. In the near future Phil will be
moving. We truly appreciate the time he has given to this
project. We need a replacement. Is there anyone out there
who could take on this responsibility on the upkeep of these
Boards? It is a vital part of our advertising. Please call the
parish office if you can help with this job.
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25" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

IF YOU HAVE NOT PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR, you must do so today. The 25" Anniversary
will not be the same without your participation. It will be a
full year of celebration with three events occurring on dates
that are landmarks in our founding.

1. We begin with a CONCERT on October 21,
Sunday, at 2:00 p.m. Hopefully a few of the
nearby church choirs will join us in this celebration.
On this date in 1982 Archbishop Theodore E.
McCarrick gave St. John Neumann its name. The
date had been changed a few times, but it is now
officially Sunday, October 21, 2007.

2. Bishop Bootkoski will join us for a formal
celebration of MASS at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May
18, 2008 to commemorate the first Mass that Fr.
Bill said at the Califon Methodist Church on River
Road. Remember that?

3. At our annual PICNIC we will celebrate the closing
of the year-long events with a super spectacular
picnic on October 4, 2008. On this day in 1983 we
were incorporated as a parish. (Actually it officially
occurred on October 25, 1983.) This will be our
Grand Finale. BE THERE!

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP HELP
NEEDED

FATHERS, BROTHERS, UNCLES, MOTHERS, SISTERS,
AUNTS

We need you! There are 34 teens willing to give up a week
of summer work and vacation, sleep on the floor, eat
mediocre food, and serve those in need. We need 2
chaperones; one must be a male. The volunteers must be
at least 21. The cost can be covered. If you have been
thinking about joining us — just do it . It will be rewarding, |
promise. The trip to Boston is from July 22-27. Please
contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or
mandmconnolly@eartlink.net.

EXPERIENCE THE LABYRINTH — BUY
YOUR COMMEMORATIVE STONE

After any of the masses this weekend and for many
weekends to follow. Help us build the Path to the
Labyrinth. Cash, check or charge will be accepted. See
special brochure to tell you all about it.

FUND RAISING

AUCTION NEWS
Saturday, June 2

The Grand Auction Weekend is now 3 weeks away!
Have you asked someone to join you to enjoy the weekend
with your St. John Neumann family? New items added to
the list of prizes through the creativity and gener osity
of our parishioners and local merchants include a W ii
game system, a week at LBI, and a gourmet dinnerfo r8
delivered to your home! Can you see yourself enjoying
one or more of these items with family and friends? We
continue to need your support for this important fundraiser
in the way of help before and on the Auction weekend, as

well as with prizes. We are also looking for bottles of
wine from the following years: 1994, 1995, 1996, 19 97,
2000, 2001, 2003, 2005, and 2006! Please call Marian
Ditzel at 908-638-4640 or Cathy McVicker at 908-303-0907
if you can help in any way. Remember, Donation forms
need to be in hand by May 20 and delivered by May 2 7.
Keep on the look out for the wonderful raffle prizes! They
will be on display soon! They are:

1. Sapphire and diamond necklace (Value $2,500)

2. Apple MacBook Laptop Computer (Value $1,400)

3. Weber Summit S420 Stainless Steel LP Grill (Value

$1,200)

4. Xbox 360 Pro (Value $600)
If you're short on time and/or inspiration, you can still be a
BIG help to the auction committee by contributing to the
Auction "Sugar Bowl!" (located in the Narthex). The
Committee can then dip into the Sugar Bowl to acquire
additional auction items.

TRICKY TRAY NEWS
Friday, June 1

Thanks to Mary D’Avella and Carolyn Johnson who
volunteered to chair the kitchen for the Tricky Tray. Thanks
to the Religious Ed. Families who donated items for the
Tricky Tray Special baskets! We really need EVERYONE
to bring in an item to make the baskets "special." If you
have not donated an item, PLEASE get it to us soon! We
will be putting baskets together on Monday, May 14 and
Monday, May 21. If you can help or if you would like to

help on the night of the Tricky Tray, please call

Marybeth 537-9601 or Carole 638-4077. It is a fun
evening! We look forward to hearing from you.....thanks!

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 24 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $3,150.00 with $157.50 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

SCOTCH BOWLING
Saturday May 19, 7:00 p.m., Oakwood Lanes

"St. John's Annual Crazy Scotch "fun" Bowl, Oakwood
Lanes, Washington, Saturday May 19, 7:00 p.m. Games,
shoes, food and prizes all for $30. Jr & High schoolers
welcome. Make up your own teams now! Sign up in the
Narthex. For more info call Joan at 537-2763.

WE WANT YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT
RECIPE!

Thanks to everyone who has submitted a recipe for 25"
anniversary cookbook. Thus far we have 60 very yummy
recipes! But it's just not enough to satisfy our appetite. We
are still looking for more submissions. So, get out those
recipes and submit them by either: printing the form from
www.ccsjn.org, picking a form up in the Narthex, or by
getting an electronic version from
sharonbill203@earthlink.net. You can return forms by email
to Sharon Lohrmann (email above), mailing them into the
Office Center, or dropping them off at the Narthex. Looking
forward to your recipe contribution!

8



STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

The Jewish Temple

There are many synagogues throughout the

world, but there was only one Jewish Temple
—and it is no more.
Synagogues (from the Greek “assembly”) are gathering
places for instruction and prayer. The Temple, however,
located in Jerusalem, was the religious center for the Jewish
people. It was only there that sacrifices could be offered.
The Temple was first built by Solomon 900 years before
Christ. Destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C., it was
rebuilt some 60 years later. In 167 B.C. the Temple was
desecrated by the King of Syria, but two years later it was
restored and rededicated — an event celebrated by the feast
of Hanukkah. In 20 B.C., Herod the Great began a
magnificent renovation and enlargement of this Temple. It
wasn'’t fully completed until 62 A.D.
The Romans destroyed the Temple in 70 A.D., and it had
never been rebuilt. Jewish sacrifice ceased. A Moslem
mosque built in the seventh century now stands on the
Temple site. Only one of the supporting walls of the Temple
platform remains — popularly referred to as the “Wailing
Wall” because religious Jews pray there to lament the
destruction of the Temple and pray for its restoration.

Then Jesus entered the temple area and proceeded to
drive out those who were selling things, saying to them,
“It is written, ‘My house shall be a house of prayer, but
you have made it a den of thieves.” (Lk 19:45-46)

We're all familiar with the cleansing of the Temple. Let's try
an experiment. Without looking again at the above text,
picture how Luke described it. Now, re-read Luke’s text
above.

You probably pictured Jesus making a whip, driving out
oxen and sheep, knocking over the money-changers’ tables.
Those are details in the other Gospels, but not in Luke.
Because we're so familiar with most Gospel stories, we tend
to read them quickly, without close attention. We can miss
so much, like simply glancing at a miniature painting.
Praying the Scriptures means reading very slowly to see if
God speaks to us through some words, phrases, details.
Remember in Chapter 2 of Luke when 12-year-old Jesus
was lost and Mary and Joseph found him in the Temple?
Jesus made clear that this was his Father’'s house. Which
means Jesus can say, “My house shall be a house of
prayer.”

When we are in Church at Mass, we are indeed making
Jesus’ house a house of prayer. During the Eucharistic
Prayer, we and the entire assembly join with the Lord in his
act of giving himself completely to the Father. One of the
Eucharistic Prayers expresses this very clearly: “father in
heaven, accept us together with your beloved Son.”

When we practice stewardship, we join with the Lord in his
giving of himself to God.

Stewardship expresses the very heart of the Eucharist, and
what we do at Eucharist — in this house of prayer — is at the
heart of stewardship.

Spend some quiet time with the Lord.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

64 Responses from 393 Families
58 Time & Talent, 57 Treasure, 21 Youth

Today'’s reading from Revelation offers a vision of the City of
God, the new Jerusalem. “But,” the bishops’ pastoral on
stewardship reminds us, “that ‘life to come’ is in continuity
with this present life through the human good, the worthy
human purposes, which people foster now.”

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For May 7, 2006

114 Weekly DONOIS......cccueeiiiieiieesiveesieesieeseee s $2,908.00
30 Monthly DONOIS ......cccvvreiieeeireciee s e eiee s $5,078.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccivieiiieeieeeieesteeesiaeeveesneae e $156.00

I ] = | OO $8,142.00

For May 6, 2007 (393 Families)

96 WeeKly DONOIS........uveeeiiiieeieiiiee e $2,782.00
30 Monthly DONOIS .........ceeiiiiiieiciiee e $3,240.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuvviieiteie ettt $89.52
B o) = | $6,111.52
WeEEKIY NEEU .....coovieiiieeiie e e rive e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
AP $6,6234.00
IMIBITECIY e $6,926.00
FEDIUAIY ....cee i $7,126.00
JANUATY .ot e e e $6,699.00
DECEMDEN.......ciiiiiiieiieeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeererevarareaereaanens $7,868.00
NOVEMDE ... $6,845.00
(@161 70] =] S $6,556.00
SEPLEMDET ... .iciiiicie e $7,430.00
AUGUSE ..ot e e e e e e $6,524.00
JUIY o $5,902.00
JUNE oo $6,352.00
IVIBLY .ttt et $6,651.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For May 6, 2007

Weekly M onthly
7 5.00 | = 35.00 6 40.00 | = 240.00
12 10.00 | = 120.00 2 50.00 | = 100.00
2 12.00 | = 24.00 2 60.00 | = 120.00
6 15.00 | = 90.00 2 70.00 | = 140.00
25 20.00 | = 500.00 1 75.00 | = 75.00
18 25.00 | = 450.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
3 30.00 | = 90.00 7| 100.00 | = 700.00
5 35.00 | = 175.00 2| 150.00 | = 300.00
5 40.00 | = 200.00 1 195.00 | = 195.00
5 50.00 | = 250.00 4 200.00 | = 800.00
1 75.00 | = 75.00 1 240.00 | = 240.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00 | 1| 250.00 | = 250.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00 | 30 3240.00
5| 100.00 | = 500.00
1 110.00 | = 110.00
96 2782.00




2007/ MOTHER'S DAY MASS REMEMBRANCES

Edna Altavilla
Eleanor Angeline
Elvira Angeline
Eileen T. Armstrong
Mary Baker
Mary Barbone
Audrey Baumann
Kathryn Baurenfeind
Mary Jo Bennett
Evelyn D. Bitters
Lorraine Boccella
Frances Boettcher
Alma Boland
Gloria E. Brisson
Jean Butler
Patricia Carnrike
Nelsy Chin
Margherita Crescenti
Lydia D’Armiento
Marie Dean
Pam Dean
Margaret M. Dill
Josephine Dios
Isaura Dominques
Rose Donofrio
Wanda Dowhan
Theresa Eacovalle
Elenor Fazekas
Rose Felitti
Pauline Fotta
Mary Furlong
Margaret Gates
Marjorie Geerinck

Living and Deceased

Sophie Geist
Eleanor Gemma
Helen Girard
Margaret Hebling
Lorraine Herrig
Gertrude Heyman
Magdaline Jankauskas
Alice Kanzler
Jennifer Keefe-Andersen
Lucy Kelemen
Walburga Ketcham
Mary Klimek
Anna Kulis
Helen Laban
Dorothy Lambert
Helen Lance
Betty Livoti
Margaret Lowick
Doris Lynch
Margyerite MacDonald
Margaret Mark
Anna Mae McCabe
Frances McCormack
Marion McCormack
Helen Mercer
Boleslawa Mickiewicz
Ella Milko
Lulu Mills
Marion Mocarski
Mildred Murphy
Florence Nee
Mary Nee
Helen Notaroberto

Elsie O’'Neill
Beatrice Opdyke
Gina O'Toole
Charlotte Owens
Annette Patterson
Geraldine Pellegrino
Carmen Perez
Anna Pocius
Elizabeth Prosdocimi
Mary Pyskaty
Wanda Pyskaty
Virgal Quick
Mary Ann Radomski
Eva Rooney
Mary Roupenian
Janet Royal
Arminda Ruibal
Anna Scaglione
Susan Scaglione
Anne Schettino
Ruth Shump
Alice Sklenar
Jean Sliegel
Edith Smeenk
Donna Sterphone
Mary Sterphone
Eva Testa
Mary Jo Torczon
Winnie Triplett
Katherine Waddleton
Anne R. Wickel
Emma Willean
Marian Zelinka
Eileen Zocchi

10




