May your love, Lord, make us what you have
called us to be!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, July 15 — Air Conditioning and Lawn
Maintenance Collection/Food Pantry
Weekend

Monday, July 16 — Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Tuesday, July 17 — Ss. Zoerard & Benedict
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
2:30 p.m. Parish History Committee (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Cookbook Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Maintenance Committee (Office Center)

Wednesday, July 18 — St. Camillus de Lellis
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Evangelization Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, July 19 — St. Aurea
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, July 20 — St. Apollinaris
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, July 21 — St. Lawrence of Brindisi
5:30 p.m. CHWC Sending Forth (Church Center)

Sunday, July 22 — Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

WE ARE A RECYCLING PARISH — PLEASE DO NOT
PUT TRASH IN THE RECYCLING CONTAINERS.

July 21 & 22
Saturday CHWC Sending Forth 5:30 p.m.
Celebrant .......ooooovvvveiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o1 (0] SH PPN R. Maratta
AlLAr SEIVEIS .....vvviiiie et F. Kennedy
Ministers of the Eucharist ............ J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle,
............................................... D. Lance, B. Garcia, L. Garcia
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=Tox (o] OO UURPR C. McVicker
AlLAr SEIVEN ... Mastro Family
Ministers of the Eucharist .................. C. Behrens, K. Malley,
........................................... R. Pojedinec, S. Janks, Needed
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant ... Fr. Mickiewicz
0= Tox (o (U UU S SPPRRR B. Andrejco
Altar Server......coovvvveeeeeeeecciiieeennn. Geerinck/Torczon Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ................. M. McCall, C. Zelesny,
.................................... W. Zelesny, D. Torczon, A. Sawczuk
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant.........ccoovvveeii i Fr. Mickiewicz
[I0=Tox (o] USROS C. Bitters
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. Wickel, R. Wickel
AIR CONDITIONING AND LAWN
MAINTENANCE
This Weekend

There will be two collections this weekend. The collection
after the communion of the Mass will be to help with the
expenses for the air conditioning and lawn care. We
appreciate your assistance to meet these added summer
expenses. If you cannot help at this time just drop the
envelope in the basket when you can. It is a delight to have
the church cooled and equally a pleasure to see the grass
all over the property cut. We used to only have the fields cut
3 or 4 times a season. Now that Art cuts it weekly it is easier
to maintain and adds to the finished environmental look.
Thanks for your help and generosity.

SUMMER VACATION

During the summer months please see that Church and the
Mass are a part of your weekly schedule. Check out the
web site for Masses that are being offered wherever you
may be \visiting, vacationing or staying --
www.masstimes.org. If at home make sure that the
community of St. John’s is present in your life.

During the summer months our bills and salaries are still
present, much as your mortgage even when you are not
home. Please remember us during these summer months
and help us to keep running in the black. We appreciate and
need your commitment to the treasure part of stewardship.
Thank you and enjoy the leisure time to recreate and
renovate your spiritual well-being as well as your bodily
needs.
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME - Year C

Suggested doctrinal themes: The Seven Sacraments:
Anointing of the Sick (CCC #1499-1532); Our Vocation: Life
in the Spirit: The Dignity of the Human Person (CCC #1700-
1775), ...Moral Conscience (CCC #1776-1802),...the
Virtues (CCC #1803-1829), The Human Community (CCC
#1877-1927), ...Social Justice (CCC #1928-1948); The Ten
Commandments: The Last Seven Commandments -
Loving Your Neighbor (CCC #2196-2557).

LOVE OF NEIGHBOR

The Lord Jesus presents wholehearted love of God

and neighbor as the key to eternal life. It is not a

law beyond us, but “in our mouth and in our heart

for our observance.” In the almost too-familiar

story of the good Samaritan, the priest and the

Levite pass by and the foreigner does the healing
work. “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us” is partially explained here. Our
neighbors tie us to the cross of Christ by which we are
saved and raised up. Itis an exacting joy!

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, July 17
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, July 18
9:30 a.m. Sick of the Parish

Friday, July 20
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, July 21
5:30 p.m. Rafaelita Garcia req. Mary & Pete Cangelosi

Sunday, July 22
8:00 a.m. Barbara Danella req. Kearns Family
10:30 a.m. Rafaelita Garcia req. Catholic Community of
St. John Neumann
12:15 p.m. John Henry Schmitt req. Rosary & Tom
Gilheany

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams Theresa Galvano Erica Morgan
Jane Alpaugh Frank Ghiselli Natalie O'Hearn
Eleanor Angeline Jayne Giese Robert Olivetti
Joe Angeline Robert Govett Gloria Omstead
Pat Arat Rose Gradone Rolv Omstead

Antonia Baasten Angela Grieco Floyd Opdyke

Kate Bachman Christina Grillo Daisy Ort

John Ballard Alison Heiberger John Pfeufer
Matthew Ballistar Ed Hempling Steve Plume
Peter Barbieri Anita Horan Michael Pocius

Agnes Barhart Richard Hughes James S. Quartuccio

Martha S. Beattie Brittney lanitto Jack Radin
Frances Bihan Travis Jacobs Albert Rayburn
Mary Bock Ernest Jandersit Pat Roach
James Burns Robert Jandersit Julie Ruby

John Burns Nona Janks Rogelio Ruiz
Eileen Caflin Diana Janoski Denise Sanchez
Angie Caponetti Harry Kaemmerer Ed Scharf

Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
John Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Katelynn Fortenbacker

Helen Galligan

John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosalie Karkoska
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro

Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Sunday, July 15
Return from Rome in the evening

Monday, July 16
Jet lag

Tuesday, July 17
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Office Center)
11:00 a.m. Appointment (Office Center)
2:30 p.m. Historical Committee (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Maintenance Committee (Office Center)

Wednesday, July 18
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, July 19
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)
1:00 p.m. Appointment (Away)
Friday, July 20
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, July 21
5:30 p.m. Mass of Sending for CHWC (Church Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and
Eucharistic Prayer: Henry Fierst, Jr. — Sheila Haliburton -
- Joseph Kuchta, Sr. — Jim Janowski — Anthony Siri  anni

Deceased: Anthony Sirianni, Sr.

, father of Rev. Anthony

Sirianni, pastor, St. Theodore Church, Port Murray. May he find
peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may his
family find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from
family and friends.

MISSION CO-OP APPEAL
July 28-29

Sr. Roberta Southwick , a Franciscan Sister of the
Atonement, will be here to speak at the weekend Masses on
July 28 & 29. The Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement
were founded in 1898 near Garrison, New York as a
missionary congregation dedicated to serving God’s poor
and striving for the unity of all God’s people. In the United
States and Canada, the Sisters are found in inner cities and
rural areas where their ministry may include religious
education, pastoral outreach, social service and community
development. Please be generous with your financial
support.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

A CRISIS IN COOKING

It is a little known fact that millions of women and children
spend many hours a day collecting wood and cooking in
smoke filled cookhouses or cooking areas. If wood is in
short supply they make do with dung or crop residue. As
they struggle to survive, they shorten their lives by breathing
the resulting smoke. According to the World Health
Organization every twenty seconds a person dies from this
condition known as Indoor Air Pollution (IAP). The cooking
condition is also responsible for countless lung ailments,
cataracts, bronchitis, TB, infant mortality, asthma,
pneumonia and other respiratory infections, which are the
biggest killers of children under five years of age in the
developing world. Secondary afflictions of women and
children such as back and neck injuries as well as burns are
related directly to this type of cooking.

In many areas, families must purchase their cooking fuel
and spend up to one-quarter of their income on wood or
gas. As supplies dwindle, foraging for fuel requires more
and more time; time which could have been spent on
education or more productive activities. Thus the quality of
life and prospects for a better future decline.

When one considers that three billion people, half the
world’s population, rely on cooking fires, the magnitude of
CO, release coupled with the unsustainable level of wood
consumption paint a dismal picture for the environmental
future.

Solar Household Energy (SHE) is a non-profit corporation
based in Maryland that is working on its own, as well as with
other NGOs to provide solar cooking equipment to people in
locations throughout the world. They provide a safer and
beneficial method of cooking.

If you wish to know more or to donate directly to this effort
check out www.she-inc.org. You may wish to purchase a
solar cooking unit yourself for camping or emergencies.

SUMMER BLOOD APPEAL

OUR SECOND “SUMMER BLOOD APPEAL” NEEDS
YOU!

To help meet the continued need
in Red Cross blood banks, we
have scheduled our second annual
Summer Blood Drive. Junior high
catechist students are encouraged
to help in the drive. To volunteer

call Mary Beth Meade to sign up 832-0253.

Those wishing to give blood please sign up in the Narthex.

The life you help to save could be a family member, friend,

neighbor or your own!

Time and Place: MONDAY - JULY 30 — 4:00 p.m. until

9:00 p.m. - Church Center

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND

This is our Food Pantry Weekend. If you forgot you can
drop off your donation in the social ministry hamper located
in the Narthex. We are still restocking following our Easter
Food Distribution. The following items in any quantity

would help: cake mixes, canned icing, cereal, canne d
coffee, tea, pasta, pasta sauce, grated cheese, sal ad

dressing, canned veggies, canned fruit and snacks
(nuts, granola bars, cookies, etc.)

As always, please remember to check the expiration
date of the item and be sure it extends past the
scheduled delivery date. We will not knowingly distribute
anything that is out of date. The same is true of dented
cans. The inside of cans are spray coated with an
compound that prevents the food contents from coming in
contact with the metal and solder of the can itself. If a can is
dented the coating can crack and the food can become
contaminated.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the first working
referral number in New
Jersey and part of a National
Initiative to Link People with
Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral,
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

WOMEN'S HEALTHCARE SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’'s web page on the parish website.)
Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper’'s Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
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coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

meetings we hope you can help during the Narthex
gatherings of the Children’s Liturgy. Being on this
committee is spiritually uplifting and it is always a joy to hear
children respond in faith about what God is saying to them
in the readings of our faith. Please consider joining this
worthwhile committee. If interested, please call Regina
DeStefano at 713-6839. WE NEED YOU!

LITURGY

FUND RAISING

LITURGICAL NEEDS

Since the Liturgical Committee did not work out | would like
to elicit help with various Liturgical needs.

1. Especially when | am away the first three weekends
of July we need someone to take care of flowers for
the altar. They can either be store bought or from
the garden or even wild flowers or flowers that are
around the church. It would be good to have a
group of people join in this effort, thus distributing
the labor during the year.

2. The change of the environment at the various
seasons and a few times during Ordinary Time in
order to vary the green that is used. E.g. Easter has
not been put away. Remnants of the Easter flowers
need to be planted or shared.

3. Change of the vessels for Mass is needed
according to the season as well as the altar
coverings and other paraments.

4. A few people could also plan for the various
seasons.

5. People who could act as sacristans when visiting
priest are expected, showing them around, making
them welcome, answering their questions and
following up after they leave since they don’t know
procedures for closing up, turning off lights, etc.

6. We have remnants of hospitality people who greet
people but this should be expanded. We also are in
need of table servers and Offertory people at the
12:15 Mass especially when we have visiting
priests.

7. People are delighted with our new high school
lector. Do we have any other high schools students
who would like to share in liturgical ministries —
lector, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion?

Please speak to Father or call the Parish Office.

WE NEED Youl!

Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word Committee has dwindled
down to less than 4 people at our monthly planning
meetings. This parish ministry is designed to supplement
the religious education program through child-centered
homilies, twice a month at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. During that
Mass we process out to the Narthex and then we break
open the word and through an exchange of questions and
reflections, the children hear the message of God in their
language, from their point of view and application to their
place in life. To do this well, we need to plan. That's where
you come in to help. We meet once a month, on Monday
evenings from 7:30 — 9:30 p.m. We read the scriptures for
the coming Sundays and reflect on what message the
readings might have, that a child can learn and grow in their
own walk with God. In addition to coming to the monthly

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 16 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $1,550.00 with $77.50 coming to
the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

With Phil Bitner's move we are minus a person and indeed
the chair of the Fundraising Committee. The Committee
meets several times during the year to review, evaluate and
coordinate fundraising activates. It does not require that you
run a fundraiser unless you want to. The committee is also
visioning and stirring up creative juices, and planning. If you
have an interest please talk to Father or anyone on the
committee - Fran Barbone, Marybeth Harrison, Janice
Stemple and Dana Wilson . Or call the Parish Office and let
us know. Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

GALA WINE, BEER, FOOD TASTING

At the Fund Raising Committee meeting it was suggested to
try a full-blown WINE, BEER, FOOD TASTING. Christa
Bachman wants to get some input, reactions and planning
for same. She would like to brainstorm via email, call or
gathering. If you might be interested or can lend some
experience, support or ideas please contact her or the
Parish Office or email cccsin@earthlink.net 908-832-2513
Christa - cpbachman@earthlink.net 908-735-2680

THANKS TO OUR AUCTION SPONSORS

THIS WEEK
Califon General Store Califon Lumber
72 Main Street 48 Main St.

Califon, NJ 07830
908-832-2114

Califon, NJ 07830
908-832-2111

Califon Natural Foods
& Supplements
Victorian Square

438 County Road 513
Califon, NJ 07830
908-832-2

Casa Maya

1 Main Street

High Bridge, NJ 08829
908-638-4032

Please support our sponsors and tell then you are from St.
John's.

The Auction is for raising money!




EVANGELIZATION

Share your “Faith Story” with someone you know!

THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER

One of the largest national holidays has once again
provided an opportunity for families to come together. For
most, it meant good times, good outdoor cooked food and
good stories. It was also an opportunity to reach out to
family members and friends that could not or that would not
come to the family “cookout.” We cannot call ourselves
followers of Christ if we do not continue to reach out to
family and friends that for whatever reason have grown
apart. Like “Nephew Fred” in a Christmas Carol, we need
keep our heart open and extend the invitation, annually if
necessary, to someone that has closed his or her heart in
conflict and hatred. By leaving the door open we help to
keep our perspective and heart open in Christian love.

Each gathering is a time for family prayer, even if it is just
grace with meals, it provides an opportunity to acknowledge
and give thanks to God. A group prayer is also an especially
powerful way of demonstrating to young people both the
unity and strength to be found in it. As Fr. Patrick Peyton
founder of Holy Cross Family Ministries would say, “The
family that prays together stays together.”

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions — July

General: “That all citizens, individually and in groups, may
be enabled to participate actively in the life and
management of the common good.”

Mission: “That, aware of their own missionary duty, all
Christians may actively help all those engaged in the
evangelization of peoples.”

BAPTISM TEAM MEMBER(S) NEEDED

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple
willing to join our Baptism Ministry team. As a team member
you assist in helping to equip parents attending St. John’s
Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of
the Sacrament. In addition each individual or team couple
assists in a welcoming manner as host at an assigned
infant's Baptism.

To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing
member of the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
with a desire to help parents and godparents understand the
Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy
associated with it. The program is currently offered quarterly
based on need.

If God's grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this
ministry please call Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or em  ail >
earlroberts@earthlink.net !

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team will coordinate the development
of a new parish community video to be ready for our 25"
Anniversary next year. Please watch for more information

on how you might contribute to that production. One of the
things we would like to do is video record all events
between now and next spring as well as special Masses
and sacraments. Whether you’re a professional or gifted
amateur, if you can volunteer your time to help accomplish
this please, contact Earl Roberts or a member of the team.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
July 29, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the July 29 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and present
information on the past history and present focus of the
parish. Important: It is essential that anyone wishing to
participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the Parish
Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish webs _ite —
www.ccsin.org . A packet of materials is prepared
especially for each family.

YOUTH MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

The Pastoral Council will again be dialoguing about Youth
Ministry. If you have ideas or would like to explore Youth
Ministry at St. John’s please speak to Father. We need all
the brainstorming we can get and discuss the challenges.

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
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THE GOSPEL OF SAINT LUKE

Each year, the Gospel readings of the Sunday liturgies are
dominated by a particular evangelist (Matthew, Mark, Luke
or John). In Year A we predominately hear from the Gospel
of Saint Matthew. In Year B we primarily hear from the
Gospels of Saint Mark and Saint John. In the current
liturgical year, Year C, the Gospel is from Saint Luke. On
Thursday of this week we celebrate the feast of Saint Luke.
Luke’'s Gospel is known by a number of specific
characteristics: the author's emphasis on the Holy Spirit;
Jesus’ ultimate journey to Jerusalem as a context for the
whole Gospel (chapters 19-21); and emphasis on the
marginalized and the outcast; those who are poor; sinners
(see Mary’'s Magnificat in ch. 1; Jesus’ experience in the
synagogue of Nazareth, ch.4); an emphasis on Gentiles and
others who were considered outsiders.

In the course of this liturgical year we have Luke as a
prominent companion. They are his eyes through which we
see Jesus this year, his ears through which we hear Jesus’
teaching and preaching. His accounts of Christ's mission
on earth fuels our understanding of what we are called to as
disciples. “Blessed are those who hear the word of God
and observe it” (Luke 11:28).

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

SPIRITUAL LIFE

THERE ARE NO SPIRITUAL LIFE GATHERINGS DURING
THE SUMMER. They will resume in September.

PROJECT EARTH

The Project Earth garden in the
back of the church was started
many years ago by a group from
religious ed. The purpose was to
teach ecology and organic
planting. The produce was to go to
the food pantries of the area. We
have given pounds of produce
over the years.

The original group has dwindled
and this year has fallen on hard

times.

Are there any people who would like to enter into this
project? The main purpose will be to grow flowers for church
and food for the hungry or just to help those struggling with
food prices and lack of revenue. Please consider this
worthwhile project. Please call the parish office or speak to
Fr. Bill.




CATECHESIS

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: Who are my neighbors?
“The law of love is not something beyond our
reach.”

Scripture :  “a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was
moved with compassion at the sight.™
Luke 10:25-37

Reflection:  The way | understand the relationship between
love of God and love of neighbor is...

The challenge for me in the parable of the good
Samaritan is...

Some of the obstacles to loving neighbor as
the gospel challenges me are...

Song: “You Have Called Us” #647
Story : A first lesson in motherhood

Elizabeth and Matt Fitzsimons longed to start a family.
Unable to have a child of their own, they decided to adopt a
baby girl from China. After a fourteen-month application
process, they were approved and received a picture of their
daughter, whom they named Natalie.

They traveled to China and, at a hotel in Nanchang,
Elizabeth and Matt received little Natalie. But something
was wrong. The baby had a large scar along her back.
There was a rattle in her chest. She was thin and pale.
She was a year-old but could not sit up or hold a bottle.
She suffered from the worst case of diaper rash the couple
had ever seen.

A doctor was summoned. He confirmed that the baby was
severely ill. The scar was the result of a poorly-performed
surgery to remove a tumor from Natalie's spine. She would
be paralyzed from the waist down; she had a form of spina
bifada, as well.

The embarrassed orphanage director assured the couple
that "in cases like these, we can rematch with another
baby." The process would be expedited and the Fitzsimons
would go home on schedule.

Elizabeth and Matt were devastated at what bringing Natalie
home would entail. But, as Elizabeth wrote about the
experience in The New York Times [May 13, 2007]: "[H]ow
could we leave her? Had | given birth to a child with these
conditions, | wouldn't have left her in the hospital . . . |
pictured myself boarding the plane with some faceless
replacement child and then explaining to friends and family
that she wasn't Natalie, that we had left Natalie in China
because she was too damaged, that the deal had been a
healthy baby and she wasn't.

"I knew this was my test, my life's worth distilled to this
moment. | was shaking my head no before they finished
explaining. We didn't want another baby, | told them. We
wanted our baby, the one sleeping right over there. 'She's
our daughter,' | said. 'We love her.' Matt, who had been
sitting on the bed, lifted his glasses, and, wiping tears from
his eyes, nodded in agreement."”

The story has a happy ending. Two years later, Natalie has
battled back to develop into a bright, happy little girl. The

diagnosis by the Chinese doctor proved to be wrong. She is
walking and talking and doing fine.

Elizabeth writes: "It's tempting to think that our decision
was validated by the fact that everything turned out O.K.
But for me that's not the point. Our decision was right
because she was our daughter and we loved her. We
would not have chosen the burdens we anticipated . . . but
we are stronger than we thought.”

The story of the Good Samaritan begins with a vision that
mirrors the vision of God, a vision that sees every man,
woman and child as a son and daughter of God, our brother
and sister in God's Christ. No one is expendable, no one is
ever written off; everyone matters, everyone counts. As the
Samaritan traveler took the beaten and robbed man into his
care, as Elizabeth and Matt welcomed Natalie into their
home and hearts come what may, Christ calls us to
embrace that same vision: to recognize and honor the
sacred dignity that every human being possesses as a child
of God. Connections, July 2007

2007- 2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION

Families, who have not registered, please do so ASAP. A
late fee of $20 per family should be included. If you are
having financial difficulties, please register with a note
attached explaining your circumstances. As always we are
in need of adult and teen catechists and volunteers
Please indicate on the bottom of the registration form which
particular service you wish to volunteer for.

2007-2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
VOLUNTEERS

We are in need of Sunday Morning Catechists and Assistant
Catechists, another Traffic Control Volunteer for Sunday
Morning and Catechists and Assistant Catechists for Junior
High. Attention men of the parish : Junior High boys need
good Christian male role models. Please consider at least
assisting a Junior High Catechist. The sharing of your faith
would be invaluable to these young teens.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, September 14, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — September
14 at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the
process please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or
use the online form from the parish website -

WWW.CCS|N.org.




PARISH NEWS

SUMMER — AND THE BILLS GO ON . ..

While you are on vacation you pay your mortgage, your
utilities and may even have someone cut your grass. The
bills go on even when you are not at home.

The bills go on in the summer as well here at St. John’s
even when parishioners are away or just decide to not come
to church because this is summer.

Please remember your parish during the summer and the
people you leave to carry the burden, otherwise we may not
be here when you come back. When you think of us share
with us some of your blessings. There are 2 months of
summer. Keep us in mind when you pay your monthly bills,
Thank you.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND ENJOY THE FRUITS OF
YOUR LABOR.

Remember the parishes where you go to Mass this
summer. You want AC, good music and a pleasant
welcome. They have bills too and have to make hay while
the summer sun is shinning and leaves them when the
visitors all go home.

HELP NEEDED WITH OUTDOOR PLANTING

I am finding it difficult to find the energy to keep the front
plaza blooming. Not only do we need some planting but also
watering and spraying so that the deer do not devour the
plants. | will even buy the plants if someone or two would
plant. | would also like to add a few hanging baskets to
extend the environment of the Plaza as the first step to
enter the Church for worship. Please see Father or call the
Office. Thank you.

CHWC SENDING FORTH
Saturday, July 21, 5:30 p.m., Church Center

Please join us at the 5:30 p.m. Mass next Saturday as we
offer a special blessing and sending forth for our youth and
their chaperones who are participating in the Catholic Heart
Work Camp.

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

October 21, 2007 — Concert — 2:00 p.m.

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass — Bishop
Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — Gala Picnic to conclude the celebration

25™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

IF YOU HAVE NOT PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR, you must do so today. The 25" Anniversary
will not be the same without your participation. It will be a
full year of celebration with three events occurring on dates
that are landmarks in our founding.

1. We begin with a CONCERT on October 21,
Sunday, at 2:00 p.m. Hopefully a few of the
nearby church choirs will join us in this celebration.
On this date in 1982 Archbishop Theodore E.
McCarrick gave St. John Neumann its name. The
date had been changed a few times, but it is now
officially Sunday, October 21, 2007.

2. Bishop Bootkoski will join us for a formal
celebration of MASS at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May
18, 2008 to commemorate the first Mass that Fr.
Bill said at the Califon Methodist Church on River
Road. Remember that?
At our annual PICNIC we will celebrate the closing of the
year-long events with a super spectacular picnic on
October 4, 2008. On this day in 1983 we were incorporated
as a parish. (Actually it officially occurred on October 25,
1983.) This will be our Grand Finale. BE THERE!

PARISH HISTORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, July 17, 2:30 p.m., Office Center

The Parish History Committee will meet at 2:30 p.m. in the
Seton Room to review the "final" layout of the anniversary
brochure. This will be the last meeting of the summer. No
new interviews are scheduled. All invitees are requested to
send in their questionnaires to Rosary Gilheany at the Office
Center.

EMAIL CHANGES

Recently | emailed 2 different people only to have them
returned because we had an incorrect email address.
Please if you change your email address let the office know
so that we can make that change in our records. In each
case of was supplying information that was requested.
Thanks for your consideration. We do not sell email address
lists.

EXPERIENCE THE LABYRINTH — BUY
YOUR COMMEMORATIVE STONE

After any of the masses this weekend and for many
weekends to follow. Help us build the Path to the
Labyrinth. Cash, check or charge will be accepted. See
special brochure to tell you all about it.

THANKS

We would like to thank the family of Marie Amman, a
recently deceased resident at the Little Brook Nursing Home
for the vestment that was given in her name. We shall
remember her at the altar especially when we wear the
vestment.

COMMUNITY NEWS

TRIP TO OCEAN CITY, MD
September 10-13, 2007

Bethlehem Township Seniors are presenting a 4-day/3-night
trip to Ocean City, MD from September 10-13, 2007.
Package includes accommodations, 3 breakfasts, 2
dinners, baggage handling, hotel taxes, motor coach
transportation, meal gratuities, admission to Ocean City
Jamboree, a guided tour of Assateague Island to see the
wild ponies, a visit to the Tanger Outlet Center, a visit to
Midway Slots Casino and a one-way ferry ride on the Cape
May-Lewes ferry (en route home). Cost is $335 per person
double occupancy ($60 single supplement). Payment is
due by July 30. For more information and reservation,
call lole Matthews at 908-735-4059.




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

Thoughts on Stewardship
While today’s Gospel tells of extraordinary
acts of mercy offered to someone who has
been robbed and brutally beaten, even the
simplest actions can have a great impact.
The Peoria (lllinois) Journal-Star
demonstrates that each day in a series
detailing” random acts of kindness.” One mother told of the
stranger who fixed a flat tire when she had a carload of kids.
She thanked her Good Samaritan for giving her family back
precious time. Another person told of how her lunch tab had
been paid by someone who noticed the despair on her face
after she received bad news. These simple stories remind
us that hope comes in all shapes and sizes. You don't have
to have superhuman strength to change the world. You just
have to have the willingness to love with all the strength you
have” and to share with others simple acts of kindness from
your blessings. This is also good stewardship.
There is a commercial for an insurance company that
illustrates that people’s acts of kindness are only a glimpse
of what they can do for you if you hold their insurance. In
the movie EVAN ALMIGHTY God illustrates to the modern
day Noah that Acts of Random Kindness spell ARK.
Stewardship is not just about sharing Treasure. In the above
illustrations Time and/or Talent are shared. In fact there is
more time shared than talent or just plain observation and
going to where the person is. We can be good stewards in
ways we least expect. When has another shared their time
with you? When have you shared your time with others to
make present living stewardship? Be open to the
opportunities.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

78 Responses from 393 Families
69 Time & Talent, 65 Treasure, 21 Youth

The Good Samaritan was also a good steward, giving his
time and his treasure to meet his neighbor's need. At the
end of this familiar story, Jesus urges his hearers — and us —
to go and do the same!

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, July 16 - Angel Needed a.m.

- J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, July 17 - D. Zigmantanis p.m.
Wednesday, July 18 - Angel Needed p-m.
Thursday, July 19 - B. Pannone p-m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

July 14 & 15 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- C. Schaumburg 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

July 21 & 22 - J. Lindabery 5:30 p.m.
- S. Bumen 8:00 a.m.
- C. Zelesny 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of July 15 - M. Stout
Week of July 22 - M. Buniva
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
July 20 - Team D
July 27 - Team E
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
July 20 - M. Sowa
July 27 - J. Stemple

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For July 9, 2006

88 Weekly DONOIS..........ccovvieeiiiiee e $2,487.00
24 Monthly DONOIS........ccovviiieiiiiee e $2,790.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuveeivieiiieesiiiesreesiveentneesiveesaneees $130.00

TOMAl eeeeeeee e $5,407.00

Special Collection (Church in Africa)........c.... ... $559.00

For July 8, 2007 (393 Families)

87 WEEKIY DONOIS......ceeceeeeiieesieeesiieesieeesiraeniee e $2,995.00
8 Monthly DONOIS ......cccevieiiiecie e e $2.095.00
LOOSE MONEY......oiiiiiieeeciiee e $153.00
TOtAl e $5,203.00
Special Collection (Church in Africa)........ccc.. oo $389.00
Weekly NEEd.........oeeiiiiieeeiie s e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
JUNIE e $7,029.00
VY .o $6,439.00
APTIL e $6,234.00
MAICH Lot $6,926.00
FEBruary......oooovv i $7,126.00
JANUANY .eeeiieeeie et et et a e $6,699.00
DECEMDEY ... $7,868.00
NOVEMDE ... $6,845.00
OCLODET ..o $6,556.00
SEPEMDET ..o $7,430.00
AUGUSE et ee et e e $6,524.00
JUIY e $5,902.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For July 8, 2007

Weekly Monthly
4 5.00 | = 20.00 1 60.00 | = 60.00
14 10.00 | = 140.00 1| 100.00 | = 100.00
6 15.00 | = 90.00 1 185.00 | = 185.00
16 20.00 | = 320.00 3 200.00 | = 600.00
17 25.00 | = 425.00 1 500.00 | = 500.00
2 30.00 | = 60.00 | 1| 650.00 | = 650.00
2 35.00 | = 70.00 8 2095.00
8 40.00 | = 320.00
9 50.00 | = 450.00
1 60.00 | = 60.00
1 75.00 | = 75.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00
3| 100.00 | = 300.00
1| 150.00 | = 150.00
1 300.00 | = 300.00
87 2955.00




DIOCESAN NEWS

DIOCESE OF METUCHEN YOUTH SUMMER
FEST AND CATERED PICNIC AT DORNEY
PARK & WILDWATER KINGDOM

Monday, August 13, Dorney Park

Take your youth group, altar servers, parishioners, or family
on a day of fun and excitement at Dorney Park and
Wildwater Kingdom. The day begins at 10:00 a.m.

Tickets paid for by Friday, August 3, cost $38. Any tickets
purchased after August 3 cost $45. (This new incentive
exists because Dorney Park requires an accurate meal
count guarantee by August 3.) $25 for kids under 4’ tall
Children under 3 years old are free.

The ticket price includes admission to the water park and
theme park and an “all you can eat” meal pass from noon till
5:00 p.m. The park closes at 10:00 p.m. and the waterpark
closes at 7:00 p.m. Parking costs $9 per car.

For tickets please call Chris Burns at the Youth Mi  nistry
Office 732-562-1990 ext 1635 or emalil
cburns@diometuchen.org.

THINKING OF PRIESTHOOD?

Saturday, July 21, 11:00 a.m., St. Augustine of
Canterbury Church, Kendall Park

If you are high-school age, twenty-something, thirty-
something and up and are thinking of priesthood, please
come join Bishop Bootkoski at a picnic on Saturday, July 21
at 11:00 a.m. Come join other men, like yourself, who are
open to listening to the voice of Jesus as you think about
your future and what God wants for you. This will be a fun-
filled afternoon of prayer, eating, sharing and playing
games. Bring your appetite and your willingness to hear
God’s call. Dress is casual.

The picnic will be held at St. Augustine of Canterbury
Church on 45 Henderson Road, Kendall Park, rain or shine.
Please RSVP by Friday, July 13 to the Office of
Vocations at 732-562-2457 or
vocations@diometuchen.org

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
July 20-22

Why not take the opportunity this summer to enrich your
marriage? The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend will be held July 20-22. Early registration is
advisable as space is limited. Phone 1-888-827-NJME for
registration and information. Visit
www.wwmecentralnj.org _ for more information.

RESPECT LIFE

Columnist David Brooks in a New York Times column,
“Postures in Public, Facts in the Womb,” writes that, “the
abortion rights forces” cannot “even look [the issue of when
life begins] in the face...They are terrified of having an
honest discussion about human life, so they have built this
lofty etiquette of evasion that treats abortion as the moral
equivalent of a tonsillectomy.” (New York Times, 4/22/07)

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army
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