EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN

ORDINARY TIME
August 5, 2007
You give us bread from Heaven!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
August 11 & 12

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, August 5— Paving the Yellow Brick Road/Back

to School Giving Tree Starts
10:30 a.m. Welcome Rite (Church Center)

Monday, August 6 — Transfiguration of the Lord

Tuesday, August 7 —  Ss. Sixtus Il & Companions,

Cajetan
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)

7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, August 8 — St. Dominic
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, August 9 — St. Teresa Benedicta
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, August 10 — St. Lawrence
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
Saturday, August 11 — St. Clare

Sunday, July 12 — Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant .......ooooovvvveiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o3 (o] TR C. Drzewiecki
AlAr SEIVEIS ... Vitale Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ..................... B. Garcia, L. Garcia,
.................................... M. MacKenzie, J. Gardner, D. Lance
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ... Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (o] G. Wilson
AlLAr SEIVEN ... F. Kennedy
Ministers of the Eucharist .............cccceeeee... J. Sima, D. Sima,
......................................... D. Kelemen, W. Minick, K. Malley
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
LBCTON ...ttt J. Murray
Altar SErVer......ccocccceeeiiiiiieee e DeStefano Family
Ministers of the Eucharist .............cc........ J. Simila, D. Simila,
...................................... D. Torczon, C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant.........ccooveeeiiic e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I0=Tox (o] SO M. Wickel
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... R. Wickel, M. Wickel

10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)
7:00 p.m. Trout Lake Team Meeting (Church Center)

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

MARY

Feast, Wednesday, August 15 — a holyday of obligation
Masses will be offered at:
7:00 a.m. — Neumann Residence
(390 Rt. 513, next to Hickory Run Medical Practice)
7:30 p.m. — Church Center

MISSION COLLECTION

“The Franciscan Sisters of the Atonement, who appealed to
you last weekend on behalf of their missions at home and
abroad, wish to thank you for your very warm welcome and
generous response.
As the Psalmist sings, “The Lord is good and his mercy
endures forever.”
The Sisters are confident that, in gratitude, God’s love and
mercy will bless each of you in your daily life.
Be assured of the continued prayer of the Franciscan
Sisters of the Atonement for this and for all your intentions.”
Sister Roberta Southwick
The collection amounted to $3,011.00 from 85 famili  es. |
am sure that more will come in from those who use
envelopes and were not here last weekend. St. John’'s
thanks you for your generous response and warm welcome
to Sister Roberta.

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
This Weekend

This weekend the collection after the communion of the
Mass will be for Paving the Yellow Brick Road to our
mortgage. Our monthly need is $6,707.00 (That is an
average of $40.00 a family. If 125 families gave $53.00 we
could reach our monthly need. If 150 families gave $45.00
or 200 families gave $33.00 we would not have to worry
about the monthly mortgage. Of course the more who gave
the need from each family would decrease. Last month 111
families gave $4,502.00 towards the monthly need
Thanks for your faithful stewardship.



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME - Year C

Suggested doctrinal themes: Our Vocation:; Life in the
Spirit: ...Sin (CCC #1846-1876); The Ten Commandments:
The First Three Commandments — Loving God with All Your
Heart (CCC #2083-2195), The Last Seven Commandments
— Loving Your Neighbor (CCC #2196-2557); The Lord’s
Prayer: ...Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread (CCC #2828-
2845).

ABUNDANCE IN CHRIST
“Keep your eye on the main chance” is advice
for gamblers and followers of Jesus! The
pessimists who say “All is vanity,” the rich man
in today’s Gospel, and we need to follow that
simple rule. Living in the presence of God is
truly the only security necessary; all the rest will be filled in
later and better. Paul tells us to think about the life we have
hidden with Christ and how we will be revealed in all our
glory with him. “There is only the Christ: He is everything

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, August 7
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, August 8
9:30 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Friday, August 10
7:00 a.m. Anna Mae Kolibas

Saturday, August 11
5:30 p.m. Rafaelita Garcia req. Phil & Maureen Stout

Sunday, August 12
8:00 a.m. Lucy Hufford req. Lynn & Don Mergen
10:30 a.m. In memory of Baby Christopher Robert
Brynildsen req. Brynildsen Family
12:15 p.m. Catherine Hebson req. Catholic Community
of St. John Neumann

and in all.” He is our main chance of holiness!

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Jane Alpaugh
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell

John Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz

Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford

Katelynn Fortenbacker
Ted Gaardsmoe

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Alison Heiberger
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janoski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosalie Karkoska
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Freda Leary
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri

Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Michael Pocius
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Woijcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, August 6
1:00 p.m. Mass (Prison)
Confirmation Interviews (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)

Tuesday, August 7
Bulletin
Confirmation Interviews (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, August 8
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Confirmation Interviews (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, August 9
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, August 10
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Confirmation Interviews (Office Center)

Saturday, August 11
Confirmation Interviews (Office Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and
Eucharistic Prayer: Anthony Sirianni — Marty Breen —
Jenny DiGiorgio-Freer — Walter J. Krupik — George
Christie — Joseph Lohr — Phillip X. Eagan — Harold Doerr
— Anna Mae Kolibas — Jackie Lynch — William Costell o0 —
Anna Swirsky — Sydney Decker

Deceased: Jackie Lynch ,

wife of Jim Lynch; William

Costello , father of Kathleen Bergmann; Anna Swirsky , aunt of
Cheryl Silakoski; Sydney Decker , friend of Cheryl Silakoski.
May they find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord
and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.

SUMMER VACATION

During the summer months please see
that Church and the Mass are a part of
your weekly schedule. Check out the
web site for Masses that are being
offered wherever you may be visiting,
vacationing or staying --
www.masstimes.org. If at home make
sure that the community of St. John’s is present in your life.
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SOCIAL MINISTRY

THE GRAYING OF AMERICA

It was not too long ago that the term “Graying of America”
referred to the average age of its citizenry increasing.
Today, it has a new meaning and it refers to the minimizing
of the use of any term that specifically defines an individual
or group. For instance a recent Federal Court refers to
“lllegal Aliens” (someone having broken a law and owing
allegiance to a foreign country — Webster) as “The
Undocumented.” It's an effort in our “Feel Good Society” to
make everyone feel good. The problem is that these new
labels offer no description or actual reference to a group or
individual. Thus the “Undocumented” range from an lllegal
Alien to someone who left home without their wallet. Any of
the great detectives or fictional sleuths would tell you that
everyone associated with a murder is a suspect in the
beginning. Today, we have “People of Interest” For a
society that for generations has had a love affair with the
use of descriptive labels, we are, practically overnight,
removing all specific meaning from them. If someone
referred to themselves as a sinner, we would instantly know
their meaning. Perhaps in the future they can be referred to
as “fun loving souls.” Let's see “pray for us “fun loving
souls.” No, | don't think that works. People who do wrong
should feel some offence and remorse for having done so,
just as we are called to forgive. If the world were gray
nothing would be perceived.

It appears this “graying” is symptomatic of our society
adopting a more individual focus, where the need to come
together in groups as family, church, etc. are minimized and
we surrender to a sociological theory marked with emphasis
on the individual, informality, self-expression and self-
concern? One thing is for sure any such world will be anti-
Christian since it discounts one in the body of Christ, family
and social concerns. Perhaps this is where we are headed
when it is too much trouble in our “high tech” world to email
or call an elected representative or corporate leader and let
them know where we stand on important issues. It would go
a long way to explain why as a nation we sit idle while
billions of our tax dollars flow into foreign governments
bilked by many of their officials while children and seniors
here and around the world starve; where millions of people
are killed in genocide without so much as a gesture to
prevent it and God’s spectacular gift of life is so
disregarded.

As Catholic Christians and good citizens we need to pray for
clarity of vision taking as fully an informed position as
possible on moral and social justice issues, moving to action
when required. Our obligations begin with God extending to
our family, church and world. There is a right and wrong to
most things; very few do not fall on one side of the line or
the other. When we see a wrong, call it what you will, in
good conscience we need to act. If we're in doubt we need
to let Jesus be our guardrail...sorry guiderail.

BACK TO SCHOOL GIVING TREE

This weekend marks the beginning of our annual Back to
School Giving Tree, which is in full bloom in the Narthex.
Please pick a tag from the tree, sign the log and return your
donation in the envelope provided (it protects the magnetic
strip), no later than August 31. You can leave your

donations in the Social Ministry Drop Box in the Narthex or
at the Parish Office Center during the week.

This year we are requesting gift certificates from: Wal-Mart,
K-Mart, Penney’s or Payless Shoes. These gift certificates
will be distributed via Catholic Charities in Phillipsburg and
Social Services in Flemington. Our Goal is to provide the
parents of 80 children a $25 gift card each to purchase
clothing or supplies to begin the school year.

If you cannot get out to purchase a gift certificate or you
wish to make a donation by cash or check, please take an
envelope from the Social Ministry stand, enclose your
donation and tag, and drop it in the Social Ministry Drop
Box. (That's the wooden box to the right of the Social
Ministry Station.) Please memo your check “back to
school.”

If you have any questions or suggestions, please call Earl
Roberts at 908-832-2262 or email
earlroberts@eatrthlink.net.

MALAWI JAKE

“Malawi Jake " is home with his parents Greg and Dana
Wilson and he is planning to address everyone shortly.
Upon Jake’s return from Malawi he brought with him some
items that he would like to sell for some starving artists in
Malawi.

Bracelets made by two young men who are trying to pay for
university are well made and very attractive. They are
available in the Narthex for $4.00 each.

Note cards are also available in the same location for $2.00
each.

If these products sell well, Jake will encourage the artists to
send more over. Your donations may be placed in a Social
Ministry envelope, marked Malawi Jake and dropped in the
Social Ministry Drop Box next to the Social Ministry Station.

SHIP
Monday, August 13, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, August 13. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items,
please call Anne Germino at 439-9335. All items must be
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning, August
13. Thank you for your continued support of this Ministry.

BLOOD DRIVE THANKS

On behalf of the Red Cross and all those who will ultimately
benefit, sincere thanks to those who gave of their time and
blood to help make our “Summer Blood Drive” a success. A
total of eighteen units were collected from the more than
twenty possible donors that took part. Thanks to those who
volunteered to setup and assist at the drive including: Sean
and Ben Mullen, Pat Meade, Lauren Pepperman, Sharon
Lohrmann, Mike Meade and to Mary Beth Meade for
coordinating the program.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that once you

cross that line, you can never go back without

help!” If you or someone you know has this
problem Anderson House can help. Pick up a brochure in
the Narthex or call 908-534-5818.
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HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday, August 18, 8:30 a.m., Flemington

The Good News Home for Women will hold its 5™ Annual
Harvest Festival on Saturday, August 18 from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at 33 Bartles Corner Road, Flemington. This
year’s festivities will include games, dunk tank, pony rides,
face painting, puppet shows, food, shopping, silent auction,
children’s IDs. Questions call 908-806-7913.

WOMEN'’S HEALTHCARE SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the first working
referral number in New
Jersey and part of a National
Initiative to Link People with
Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral,
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station.

(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines.
See our sponsor child’'s web page on the parish website.)
Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper’s Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.

LITURGY

LITURGICAL NEEDS

Since the Liturgical Committee did not work out | would like
to elicit help with various Liturgical needs.

1. We need someone to take care of flowers for the
altar. They can either be store bought or from the
garden or even wild flowers or flowers that are
around the church. It would be good to have a
group of people join in this effort, thus distributing
the labor during the year.

2. The change of the environment at the various
seasons and a few times during Ordinary Time in
order to vary the green that is used.

3. Change of the vessels for Mass is needed
according to the season as well as the altar
coverings and other paraments.

4. A few people could also plan for the various
seasons.

5. People who could act as sacristans when visiting
priest are expected, showing them around, making
them welcome, answering their questions and
following up after they leave since they don’t know
procedures for closing up, turning off lights, etc.

6. We have remnants of hospitality people who greet
people but this should be expanded. We also are in
need of table servers and Offertory people at the
12:15 Mass especially when we have Vvisiting
priests.

7. People are delighted with our new high school
lector. Do we have any other high schools students
who would like to share in liturgical ministries —
lector, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion?

Please speak to Father or call the Parish Office.

WE NEED YOull

Our Children’s Liturgy of the Word Committee has dwindled
down to less than 4 people at our monthly planning
meetings. This parish ministry is designed to supplement
the religious education program through child-centered
homilies, twice a month at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. During that
Mass we process out to the Narthex and then we break
open the word and through an exchange of questions and
reflections, the children hear the message of God in their
language, from their point of view and application to their
place in life. We meet once a month, on Monday evenings
from 7:30 — 9:30 p.m. We read the scriptures for the
coming Sundays and reflect on what message the readings
might have, that a child can learn and grow in their own
walk with God. In addition to coming to the monthly
meetings we hope you can help during the Narthex
gatherings of the Children’s Liturgy. Being on this
committee is spiritually uplifting. Please consider joining
this worthwhile committee. If interested, please call
Regina DeStefano at 713-6839. WE NEED YOU!




EVANGELIZATION

WHAT ARE WE PREPARED TO DO?

If anyone thought Dan Brown would dry up and blow away
after earning in excess of two-hundred and sixty million
dollars authoring, publishing and cinematizing “The Da Vinci
Code,” think again. “Angels and Demons,” another best
seller, will soon come to the silver screen. It will be
interesting to see what heresy and blasphemy make it to the
big screen this time. One thing is for sure, like its
predecessor it will generate questions about the Catholic
Church, which many feel is a catalyst for thought and
discussion. The trouble is that it can plant seeds of doubt in
many who have not studied or are not secure in their faith.
Compounding the work is the way in which it is presented
and hyped by the media. A “documentary” — produced by
ABC titled “Jesus, Mary, and Da Vinci"- was hosted by a
Catholic reporter, Elizabeth Vargas, who remarked, “Gosh,
what if these things are true!”

What many believe is a pre-hype for the new picture began
last month when it was reported that some clergymen in the
Italian village of Civitavecchia filled a complaint against Dan
Brown and director Ron Howard for religious obscenity in
the Da Vinci Code more than a year after its release.
Recent reports indicate that Tom Hanks and Ron Howard
will be back for the sequel, and the biggest paychecks of
their life to date, in spite of major letter writing campaigns by
many Christian groups. So the question once again will be,
“Are we prepared to respond to the questions, our own and
from others, generated by these works of fiction?”

We will only be as prepared to meet the challenge as the
study and prayer we put to the task.

BAPTISM TEAM MEMBER(S) NEEDED

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple
willing to join our Baptism Ministry team. As a team member
you assist in helping to equip parents attending St. John’s
Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of
the Sacrament. In addition each individual or team couple
assists in a welcoming manner as host at an assigned
infant's Baptism.

To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing
member of the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
with a desire to help parents and godparents understand the
Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy
associated with it. The program is currently offered quarterly
based on need.

If God's grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this
ministry please call Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or em  ail >
earlroberts@eatrthlink.net !

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
September 23, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center
Newcomers are invited to attend the September 23
Discovery Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At
that time, staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers
and present information on the past history and present
focus of the parish. Important: It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the pari _sh
website — www.ccsjn.org A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

YOUTH MINISTRY

YOUTH MINISTRY

The Pastoral Council will again be dialoguing about Youth
Ministry. If you have ideas or would like to explore Youth
Ministry at St. John’s please speak to Father. We need all
the brainstorming we can get and discuss the challenges.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE YOUTH

Father will be sending out a letter requesting email
addresses of high school and college students. He would
like to begin some kind of contact as a prelude and support
for Youth Ministry and to keep in touch with the students.
We will also be establishing a Youth Ministry blog. We need
to start somewhere and do something until we get someone
to coordinate youth activities.

RESPECT LIFE

California’s stem cell institute revealed recently that not one
embryonic stem cell therapy is expected to be approved for
market within the next 10 years. This is in stark contrast to
the arguments made before California voters approved
Proposition 71 that allocated three billion dollars to
embryonic stem cell research. During the campaign for
passage, proponents of the measure clearly implied that
miraculous cures were just around the corner (San Diego
Union-Tribune, 10/5/06).




ADULT FORMATION
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A BLESSING FOR TRAVELERS

The summer months are high times for travel for many of us
in the United States. Vacations and other excursions take
us to difference areas, different states, and different
countries. Work and business calls us to the roads and to
the air. In the midst of these comings and goings, the
Church provides a context for asking for God’s care and
watchfulness over those who travel.

In one sense, every trip, every vacation, every reason to
travel can be seen as an image of our own journey through
life. As such, we continually seek God'’s favor and blessings
as we make these journeys. We call to mind the great
travelers of the scriptures, whom God guided in some way:
Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Aaron, Miriam and all the

Israelites, the three magi. As God guided them, so do we
ask for God's presence and protection. We might also call
to mind the many journeys that Jesus made in his public
ministry: from Galilee to Jerusalem, from Samaria to
Jericho, from Jerusalem to Emmaus with the three disciples.
As he journeyed with his disciples and others, so do we ask
for his company and guidance.

During this time of late summer, may God watch over us
and guide us in all our travel, in all our journeys.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

SPIRITUAL LIFE

THERE ARE NO SPIRITUAL LIFE GATHERINGS DURING
THE SUMMER. They will resume in September.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, September 14, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — September
14 at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the
process please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or
use the online form from the parish website -

WWW.CCS|N.org.

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
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CATECHESIS

Contact Rose or Annette at 832-2162 or email:
rosefay@earthlink.net _ for more information.

“Who Do You Say That | Am”
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: The only wealth worth acquiring is to become
“rich in what matters to God.”

Scripture :  “You fool, this night your life will be demanded
of you; and the things you have prepared, to
whom will they belong?’ Thus it will be for all
who store up treasure for themselves but are
not rich in what matters to God.”

Luke 12: 13-21

Reflection:  Where greed temptS me is...........cccovvvvvne e,

| have learned the folly of storing up
possessions because...........ococoviiie i,

In order to become “rich in what matters to
God,” INeedto....c.cvvviiiiiiiii i

Song: “Rain Down” #628
Story : You, the empty cup

A very successful merchant was moved to seek the way of
holiness. He traveled to the hermitage of an abbot, deeply
respected for his humility and wisdom. The abbot
welcomed the rich man and invited him to sit at the table in
his small hovel. As the merchant explained the reason for
his visit, the monk prepared tea. When it was ready, the
monk slowly poured the tea into the cup he had placed
before his visitor. When the tea had reached the brim, the
abbot continued to pour. Tea overflowed onto the table and
then onto the floor.

“Father, the cup is overflowing,” the confused merchant
said. “It cannot take anymore.”

The abbot replied, “Just as you, too, are full. When you are
empty, come back and | will teach you the ways of God.”

We, too, are “overflowing” with possessions and schedules;
we are overwhelmed both with pursuing “more” and building
new “barns” in our lives to store “more” in. As the monk
teaches the merchant, to be men and women of faith, to be
real disciples of the Gospel Jesus begins with “emptying”
ourselves of our “stuff” to create the place for God to dwell
and fill. All three of today’s readings warn of the futility of
the “vain” pursuit of wealth and celebrity. The most tragic
kind of poverty is the emptiness of a life filled with things but
possessing nothing of God. Christ calls us to “set our minds
on the things of God” — love, forgiveness, compassion,
gratitude. God has given us this precious, wonderful life in
order to embrace and be embraced by his selfless and
affirming love, to discover how to love one another as God
loves us: totally and completely, without condition nor limit.
Connections, August 2007

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVISORY
BOARD

We thank Kathy Borris and Marion Kucharski for their
service to the Religious Education Advisory Board and wish
them well. We are now in search for new members to take
their place. Please consider volunteering your time and
talent to help improve the catechesis of our children.

2007-2008 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
VOLUNTEERS

We are in need of Sunday Morning Catechists and Assistant
Catechists for grades four and five, another Traffic Control
Volunteer for Sunday Morning and one eighth grade
Catechist and 2 Assistant Catechists for Junior High. ATTN
Men of the parish: Junior High boys need good Christian
male role models. Please consider assisting a Junior High
Catechist. The sharing of your faith would be invaluable to
these young teens.

PARISH NEWS

THANKS

To Anita Sawczuk who hosted Sister Roberta Southwick
last weekend. Her house was more comfortable and
pleasant than the pastor's office. Thanks also for the
delicious dinner we shared on her deck.

To Doug Hingos for helping Art out this week to pick up the
plow from being refurbished.

SUMMER — AND THE BILLS GO ON .. ..

While you are on vacation you pay your mortgage, your
utilities and may even have someone cut your grass. The
bills go on even when you are not at home.

The bills go on in the summer as well here at St. John’s
even when parishioners are away or just decide to not come
to church because this is summer.

Please remember your parish during the summer and the
people you leave to carry the burden, otherwise we may not
be here when you come back. When you think of us share
with us some of your blessings. There are 2 months of
summer. Keep us in mind when you pay your monthly bills,
Thank you.

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND ENJOY THE FRUITS OF
YOUR LABOR.

Remember the parishes where you go to Mass this
summer. You want AC, good music and a pleasant
welcome. They have bills too and have to make hay while
the summer sun is shinning and leaves them when the
visitors all go home.

25" ANNIVERSARY DATES

October 21, 2007 — Concert — 2:00 p.m.

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass — Bishop
Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — Gala Picnic to conclude the celebration

25" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

IF YOU HAVE NOT PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR
CALENDAR, you must do so today. The 25" Anniversary
will not be the same without your participation. It will be a
full year of celebration with three events occurring on dates
that are landmarks in our founding.

1. We begin with a CONCERT on October 21,
Sunday, at 2:00 p.m. Hopefuly a few of the
nearby church choirs will join us in this celebration.
On this date in 1982 Archbishop Theodore E.
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McCarrick gave St. John Neumann its name. The
date had been changed a few times, but it is now
officially Sunday, October 21, 2007.
2. Bishop Bootkoski will join us for a formal
celebration of MASS at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, May
18, 2008 to commemorate the first Mass that Fr.
Bill said at the Califon Methodist Church on River
Road. Remember that?
At our annual PICNIC we will celebrate the closing of the
year-long events with a super spectacular picnic on
October 4, 2008. On this day in 1983 we were incorporated
as a parish. (Actually it officially occurred on October 25,
1983.) This will be our Grand Finale. BE THERE!

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
JULY 18, 2007

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the Parish

website (www.ccsjn.org) under Pastoral Council.

Highlights of the meeting:

- Christa Bachman recently joined the Fundraising
Committee.
Fr. Bill hopes to have a St. John’s Youth Blog soon.
This would be maintained for the teens in the parish to
keep up with news/events in the church and will be
written by Fr. Bill. There were 18 teens (34 in total) and
6 adults from our parish who participated in the Catholic
Heart Week in Lowell, MA, this past week.
A discernment process will be held at the PC meeting in
August. This is held for the members of the Council to
help determine who the Co-Chair (along with Mary
Connolly ) will be for the 07-08 year.
The Historical Committee is busy working on the 25"
Anniversary. There is a booklet and will also be a St.
John’s magnet associated with the 25™ Anniversary.
There will be “wooden nickels” for the Labyrinth. These
are round wooden discs with the labyrinth on one side
and St. John’s name on the other. They will be given
out when people walk the labyrinth.

FUND RAISING

FINANCIAL THOUGHTS

It is so easy and convenient to use a credit card.

One of the advantages is that you get points, credit or
savings.

The downside is that if you don't pay your bill on time you
are paying more for the item and it goes to the credit card
company.

The downside when you use it for Fundraising at the church
is that we have to pay for you to use it. Thus our profit
lessens. Our recent Auction use of the credit card took
$637.03 away from our grand total.

The use of the credit card for the Labyrinth cost us $44.37.
Along with this we pay for the ability to use the credit card
machine.

It would be helpful if you used a check or asked us for
credit. That way we all profit.

Thanks for the time to think about this Financial Thought.

LOOKING FOR CRAFT DONATIONS

It's time to start thinking about St. John's annual craft show.
This year's show is going to feature a number of new

innovations. For starters the new name of the show is the
craft and quilt show featuring a showing of handmade quilts
and quilting demonstrations. Although the show is a few
months away, now is time to think about a special talent you
can share. At this year's show we hope to raise $250.00
from the sale of items made by parishioners. To reach this
goal, the craft show committee is looking for handmade
items that can be sold at the St. John's craft table. Please
share your talent and help us reach our goal. Please
contact Sharon Lohrmann at 908-537-7340 or
sharonbill203@embargmail.com to submit items.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

We are in need of a chair for the Fundraising Committee.
The Committee meets several times during the year to
review, evaluate and coordinate fundraising activates. The
committee is also visioning and stirring up creative juices,
and planning. If you have an interest please talk to Father or
anyone on the committee - Fran Barbone, Marybeth
Harrison, Janice Stemple and Dana Wilson . Or call the
Parish Office and let us know. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration.

GALA WINE, BEER, FOOD TASTING

At the Fund Raising Committee meeting it was suggested to
try a full-blown WINE, BEER, FOOD TASTING. Christa
Bachman wants to get some input, reactions and planning
for same. She would like to brainstorm via email, call or
gathering. If you might be interested or can lend some
experience, support or ideas please contact her or the
Parish Office or email cccsin@earthlink.net 908-832-2513
Christa - cpbachman@earthlink.net 908-735-2680.

AUCTION LEFTOVER!

Do you need a good laugh? Do you like comedy shows?
Have you ever been to the Stress Factory Comedy Club,
Bar & Grill In New Brunswick? We have located 4 gift
certificates good for up to 10 people each for a Thursday
show starting at 8:00 p.m. (doors open at 7:00 p.m.). These
gift certificates are only good through 10-16-07. They are
valued at $120.00 and they will go to the best offer. They
are great for any kind of group interested in a party! If you
are interested, call the Parish Office 908-832-2513

THANKS TO OUR AUCTION SPONSORS
THIS WEEK

Doherty Enterprises, Inc./ Door Décor of Bernardsville

Applees 67 Minebrook Road

7 Pearl Court Bernardsville, NJ 07924

Allendale, NJ 07401 &&& + #
908-204-9550

Gerald Fox, DDS

1887 Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314
www.drgerry.com
718-761-5600

Farrell Design Associates
Philip F. Farrell, President
100A Seventh Street
Garden City, NY 11530
516-741-0360

The Auction is for raising money!




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

Thoughts on Stewardship

If you listen carefully, you might hear the
sounds of hammers and power saws in
communities across the United States this
weekend. That's the sound of Habitat for
Humanity providing affordable housing for
people who wouldn’t have it otherwise. Making this possible
are volunteers, many of whom have no previous
construction experience, working under the supervision of
skilled managers. Homes are generally built by coalitions of
businesses or churches. At a Midwest parish, members
constructed a home for Habitat at the same time they were
building their new church. For them, the foundation for their
new spiritual home had to be their love for Christ and their
willingness to make him present to others. Habitat for
Humanity can use whatever “treasure” you have to share.
Don't store it up. Go to www.habitat.org to see how you can
help.
As you observe St. John’s you will see many people sharing
their gifts in like manner. The Catholic Heart Work Camp
that our youth and adults just completed is a part of this
image. People in the parish have been involved in Habitat
and continue to anticipate opportunities to continue in this
sharing. There are people who reach out to those who need
assistance with household jobs, especially the elderly.
Sometimes this is done by neighbors but this is no different
than organized outreaches. “The gifts we have are given to
share . . . we are many parts, we are all one body.” These
are treasures that we store up where neither rust nor moth
will destroy.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

78 Responses from 393 Families
69 Time & Talent, 65 Treasure, 21 Youth

Seeing Jesus transfigured made Peter want to do
something to mark the event. But the Voice from the cloud
said clearly that the first task of those who recognized Jesus
as Lord is to listen to Jesus — and then act!

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, August 6 - Angel Needed a.m.

- L. Gerristead p.m.
Tuesday, August 7 - P. Sullivan p.m.
Wednesday, August 8 - E. Vigilante p-m.
Thursday, August 9 - Angel Needed p-m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

August4 &5 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- R. McShane 10:30 a.m.
- I. Matthews 12:15 p.m.
August 11 & 12 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of August 5 - A. Dalpe
Week of August 12 - M. Cangelosi

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

August 10 - Team B

August 17 - Team C
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

August 10 - C. Carroll

August 17 - L. D’Armiento

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For July 30, 2006

86 Weekly DONOIS..........ccovveeeiiiiee e $2,238.00
33 Monthly DONOIS.........cooviieeiiiiee e $3,734.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuveeivieiiieesiiiesreesiveentneesiveesaneees $120.00

Total oo $6,092.00
85 Special Collection (Mission Co-0p) ............. .... $3,009.00
Weekly Average for July 2006............cccccevees cenreeen. $5,902.00
For July 29, 2007 (393 Families)
87 Weekly DONOIS.........ccoveiieeiiiiee et $2,479.00
27 Monthly DONOIS........ccoviiieeiiiiie e $2,748.00
LOOSE MONEY......oeieeciiiieeciieee s cteee et $51.00
Total oo $5,278.00
85 Special Collection (Mission Co-0p) ............. ... $3,011.00
Weekly Average for July 2007.........cccceeeevies cvvneeen. $6,103.00
WEEKIY NEEU ......ceveeiiiieciec e et $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
JUNE Lo s $7,029.00
IMIBLY ettt $6,439.00
ADL e $6,234.00
MAICH e $6,926.00
FEDIUAIY....cciieeiiie ettt $7,126.00
JANUATY ©.eiviiieiee ettt $6,699.00
DECEMDET ..ot $7,868.00
[N [0 3YZ=T 111 o 1= TR $6,845.00
O C 0D e $6,556.00
SEPLEMDE ..ot $7,430.00
AN 1o U S $6,524.00
FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN
For July 29, 2007
Weekly Monthly
1 2.00 | = 2.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
4 5.00 | = 20.00 2 40.00 | = 80.00
12 10.00 | = 120.00 1 48.00 | = 48.00
7 15.00 | = 105.00 4 50.00 | = 200.00
20 20.00 | = 400.00 3 60.00 | = 180.00
17 25.00 | = 425.00 | 11 100.00 | = | 1100.00
4 30.00 | = 120.00 2 200.00 | = 400.00
6 35.00 | = 210.00 1 220.00 | = 220.00
5 40.00 | = 200.00 1| 250.00 | = 250.00
3 50.00 | = 150.00 | 1| 260.00 | = 260.00
1 75.00 | = 75.00 | 27 2748.00
1 77.00 | = 77.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00
4 | 100.00 | = 400.00
81 2479.00




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
SSqt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EMS3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
2NP | t., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
SSG. Wynings, Mark A. U.S. Army

dinners, baggage handling, hotel taxes, motor coach
transportation, meal gratuities, admission to Ocean City
Jamboree, a guided tour of Assateague Island to see the
wild ponies, a visit to the Tanger Outlet Center, a visit to
Midway Slots Casino and a one-way ferry ride on the Cape
May-Lewes ferry (en route home). Cost is $335 per person
double occupancy ($60 single supplement). Payment is
due by July 30. For more information and reservation,
call lole Matthews at 908-735-4059.

THE WELLNESS COMMUNITY

For anyone living with cancer, experiencing the effects of
cancer treatment or caring for someone who has cancer,
there's a wonderful resource in Bedminster, NJ called the
Wellness Community. It's a national non-profit organization
that provides FREE, professionally led support groups,
educational workshops, nutrition & cooking classes,
mind/body classes and more. Here, people can learn vital
skills that enable them to regain control, reduce isolation &
stress and restore hope regardless of the stage of their
disease.

Speaking from personal experience, this place is an oasis in
a storm. The facility is an inviting, beautifully restored, Early
American home in a great setting and full of friendly people.
There are comfortable chairs in the reading room (and
lending library) with a wealth of information about cancer,
CD's and books by individuals like Lance Armstrong, who
are survivors and living well with their disease.
Events and classes are held in the evening, during the day
and on weekends. In addition, there is even an online
Virtual Wellness Community with support groups and
educational resources.

Visit: www.thewellnesscommunity.org or call 1-888-793-
well. If you would like more information, there are
pamphlets and schedules in the Narthex, You may als o
call me, Suzanne Kosakowski at 832-5464 or the
Wellness Community in Bedminster at 908-658-5400.

DIOCESAN NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

TRIP TO OCEAN CITY, MD
September 10-13, 2007

Bethlehem Township Seniors are presenting a 4-day/3-night
trip to Ocean City, MD from September 10-13, 2007.
Package includes accommodations, 3 breakfasts, 2

MASS OF THANKSGIVING

Sunday, September 9, 4:00 p.m., Cathedral of St.
Francis

A Mass of Thanksgiving honoring Bishop Bootkoski on the
anniversaries of his episcopal ordination and his
appointment as Bishop of Metuchen is scheduled for
Sunday, September 9 at 4:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of St.
Francis in Metuchen. A reception, with an opportunity to
greet the Bishop, will follow the Mass in the Cathedral
Community Room. Tickets are available at the Parish
Office.

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL CHOIR

The Diocesan Festival Choir invites interested singers to
join them as they prepare to prepare to sing for the
anniversary celebration. Requirements include a blending
tone, ability to learn music quickly and a joyful spirit!
Rehearsals will be held on August 21, 28 and 30, 8:00 p.m.
— 9:30 p.m. at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center in
Piscataway and on September 4 , 8:00 p.m. — 9:30 p.m. at
the cathedral. Contact Lisa Mary Andrade at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1634 to RSVP no later than Monday, August
20.
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