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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 
1998-1999 

     FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
     NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian  
 Communities, 
     FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and, 
    STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 
is a jubilant people 

on a continuing spiritual journey of hope: 
    TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith 
    TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
    TO CHERISH all life 
    TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
 
 

 
THE WEEK THAT IS 

 
Sunday, September 2 – Paving Our Yellow Brick Road   
 
Monday, September 3 – St. Gregory the Great/Labor 

Day 
  Office Center Closed 
 
Tuesday, September 4 –  Bl. Dina Belanger  
 8:30 a.m. Lifeline Screening (Church Center) 
 9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
  No Mass  
 
Wednesday, September 5 – Bl. Teresa of Calcutta & Bl.  
                        Mary of the Apostles  
  No Mass  
 
Thursday, September 6 – St. Zechariah  
 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Saturday Catechist Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)  
 
Friday, September 7 – Bl. Louis Maki & John Maki  
  No Mass  
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center) 
 
Saturday, September 8 – Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
 
Sunday, September 9 – Twenty-Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time  
 9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School) 
 9:00 a.m. Family Faith Day (Valley View School) 
 10:30 a.m. Catholic Heart Work Camp Mass (Church 

Center) 
 4:00 p.m. Bishop’s Anniversaries (Cathedral) 
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) 
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“I am meek and humble of heart,” says the Lord. 

  
 

MASS SCHEDULE   
September 8 & 9  

  

Saturday               5:30 p.m.                                                 
 

Celebrant ................................................................. Fr. Šimo  
Lector ............................................................... C. Drzewiecki 
Altar Servers ................................................ Germino Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ....................... J. Simila, D. Simila, 
 ............................................... D. Lance, B. Garcia, L. Garcia 
Sunday                     8:00 a.m. 
 
 

Celebrant ........................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ....................................................................... R. Ditzel 
Altar Server ......................................................... F. Kennedy   
Ministers of the Eucharist ............... T, Klawunn, J. Klawunn, 
 ..................................................... A. Miele, J. Sima, D. Sima 

Sunday          Catholic Heart Work Camp Mass  10:30 a.m.                                                                                          

 

Celebrant ........................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ......................................................................... B. Hunt 
Altar Server ............................................... DeStefano Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ............... C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny, 
 ............................................. D. Torczon, C. Frey, M. McCall 

Sunday                         12:15 p.m.  
 

Celebrant ..................................................................... Fr. Šimo 
Lector ................................................................ K. Kucharski 
Ministers of the Eucharist  .................... M. Wickel, R. Wickel 

�
 
 
 

PAVING OUR YELLOW BRICK ROAD  

This Weekend 

This weekend is the first weekend of September and thus 
the second collection, after the Communion of the Mass, will 
be for Paving the Yellow Brick Road of our mortgage. 
We are extremely grateful for those who support this special 
collection. This collection helps us to pay the mortgage 
along with fundraisers without having to take the funds from 
our ordinary income. Last month 109 families gave 
$4,394.00 to help pay the $6,707.00 for the monthly  
mortgage.  Thanks again for your faithful sharing in 
stewardship. 
 
 

MONDAY – LABOR DAY – OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES  
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REMEMBERED AT MASS  
 

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and 
Eucharistic Prayer: John Francis Dodwell – Fr. Franjo 
Tomasevic – Lise Biel – Jason Shaible – Joseph 
DiMichele – Heddy McKnown – Betty Mehrhof – George 
F. Knight – Sister Joan of Arc – Rev. Charles Teufe l – 
Louis Iozzi – Jane Alpaugh – William F. Benwell – D arrel 
Lindenau – Anna Remon    

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME - Year C 

 

Suggested doctrinal themes:  Our Vocation: Life in the 
Spirit: …Social Justice (CCC #1928-1948); The Ten 
Commandments: The First Three Commandments – Loving 
God with All Your Heart (CCC #2083-2195). 
 

HUMILITY 
Today Jesus teaches us how to 
come to his heavenly wedding 
feast, not by crowding forward 
but by seeking a place after 
everyone else.  Humility, the 
confidence to be oneself, is a 
lifetime’s work.  This strategy, if 

used, allows all to find their best place before God.  Jesus 
himself did this at the Last Supper when he did the slaves’ 
job of washing the apostles’ feet.  The heart of a sensible 
person will reflect on the parables, an attentive ear is the 
sage’s dream.  Are we, are you, listening to the Lord today? 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Tuesday, September 4 
 7:00 p.m. No Mass 
 

Wednesday, September 5 
 9:30 a.m. No Mass 
 

Friday, September 7 
 7:00 a.m. No Mass 
 

Saturday, September 8 
 5:30 p.m. Margaret DiMizio req. Tagliareni Family 
 

Sunday, September 9 
    8:00 a.m. Salvatore Ponticelli req. Jill & Richard 

Prakopcyk 
 10:30 a.m. Henry & Marie Barwig req. Anita Sawczuk 
 12:15 p.m. Michael Scalone req. Giametta Family 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PASTOR’S SCHEDULE  
 

 
Pastor and Guests away until Saturday 

 
Saturday, September 8 
 1:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Family Blessing (Away) 
 
Sunday, September 9 
 4:00 p.m. Bishop’s Anniversary (Cathedral) 
  
 

 

��������������������DIOCESAN NEWS 
 

MASS OF THANKSGIVING  

Sunday, September 9, 4:00 p.m., Cathedral of St. 
Francis 

A Mass of Thanksgiving honoring Bishop Bootkoski on the 
anniversaries of his episcopal ordination and his 
appointment as Bishop of Metuchen is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 9 at 4:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of St. 
Francis in Metuchen.  A reception, with an opportunity to 
greet the Bishop, will follow the Mass in the Cathedral 
Community Room.  Tickets are available at the Parish 
Office. 
 

BLUE MASS  

Tuesday, September 18, 10:30 a.m., Bridgewater 

Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski in appreciation for their dedicated 
service cordially invites all local, county, state and federal 
law enforcement officials who live and work in the diocese 
to attend the Annual Blue Mass on Tuesday, September 18, 
10:30 a.m., at St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Route 22, in 
Bridgewater. Lunch will be served following Mass. For 
information, call 732-562-2461 or visit 
www.diometuchen.org.  
 
 
 
 

 

��� �  REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS ��� �  
Irene Adams 
Eleanor Angeline 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
John Ballard 
Matthew Ballistar 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Martha S. Beattie 
Frances Bihan 
Mary Bock 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Angie Caponetti 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Gerard Cook 
���������	�
����������
Natalia Cresti 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Annette Danziger 
Peter Demchur 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary Ditzel 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Elisse Erz 
Hannah Farrington 
Mary Feo 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Joe Ford 
Katelynn Fortenbacker 
Ted Gaardsmoe  
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 

Frank Ghiselli 
Jayne  Giese 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Andrew Grant 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Alison Heiberger 
Ed Hempling 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Travis Jacobs 
Ernest Jandersit 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
Rosalie Karkoska 
Garrison Keillor 
Jen Kennedy 
Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
George Kostecki 
Michael Lamotte 
Kevin Leahy 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Zaira Mazzoni 
Eileen McCann 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Natalie O'Hearn 

Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Rolv Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
James S. Quartuccio 
Jack Radin 
Albert Rayburn 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Rogelio Ruiz 
Denise Sanchez 
Benjamin Sawczuk 
Gail Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Paul Shubeck 
Marianna Sivori 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Felicia Steward 
Marla Stivers 
William Stortz 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Paul Talias 
John Toolan 
Brian Travis 
Brendan Treanor 
Rose Uricchio 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Raymond Wojcik 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY  
 

A CHIMERA?  

Great Britain - In June, the Academy of Medical Sciences 
threw its full support behind legislation allowing the creation 
of “hybrid embryos” combining human and animal tissue. In 
a report released on Sunday, June 17, the Academy of 
Medical Sciences endorsed the government's proposed 
Human Tissue and Embryos bill, which provides for hybrid 
cloning. 
The medical advisory group also endorsed the legislation's 
stipulations that the embryos created by the cloning 
technique must not be implanted in a woman's womb or 
allowed to live beyond 14 days. 
If those conditions are met, said Professor Martin Bobrow, 
who chaired the Academy's panel investigating the 
question, "There are no substantive ethical or moral 
reasons not to proceed with research on human 
embryos containing animal materials."  
Since Chinese scientists first produced embryonic 
chimeras* in 2003, very little if any attention has been given 
to the subject in this country by the mainstream media. 
Meanwhile several patents have been issued around the 
world for human/animal processes and products related to 
them. Where “transgenic animals and human/animal 
chimeras” are specifically prohibited on “public order and 
moral grounds” the resultant embryo or creature is simply 
referred to as “genetic material.” In 1999 Amrad, an 
Australian company, was granted a patent, which covered 
embryos containing cells from humans and from “mice, 
sheep, pigs, cattle, goats or fish.” It was later sold to the 
U.S. company Chemicon International, which describes 
itself as “the definitive source for chimera colonization.” 
Research in these areas range from tissue growth and 
regeneration to what Thomas Schweiger of Green Peace 
believes is an effort to grow human organs in an animal for 
transplantation.  
Robin Alta Charo, an associate dean of law and professor of 
bioethics at the University of Wisconsin is quoted as saying, 
“Short of putting one of these embryos into a woman’s body 
for development to term, I don’t think this work harms 
anyone alive.”  
It would seem that most everyone in America is clueless 
about what is going on in this area, even the American Bar 
Association’s website’s search engine does not recognize 
the word “chimera” or “hybrid embryo,” but it does still have 
a reference to a 2005 presentation on “Designer Babies.”  
In spite of what many seem to think is unbridled freedom to 
pursue cures for our ills, there are a few ethical and moral 
questions that need serious consideration and resolution by 
all concerned before we go much further in this or any 
similar area. Here are a few for the next round of political 
debates: 
Do we want to continue the development of research 
involving the creation of chimeras? If we do, will there be a 
central registry recording the initiation and conclusion of the 
experiments? What are the public health risks? What are 
the animal welfare risks? What are the public beliefs and 
attitudes about the definition of a species and the meaning 
of being a “human?” When will we begin to define it in law? 
How can we prevent and what will we do to a Doctor 
Moreau? And, for Catholic politicians, will you support the 
Church’s position on these issues? 
 

 (*In Greek mythology the chimera was a fire-breathing she-
monster, with the head of a lion, the body of a goat, the tail 
of a serpent and an appetite for people. Killed by 
Bellerophon riding Pegasus, it has come to mean any hybrid 
of two or more species in genetics.) 
 

A VERY SPECIAL BOOK SALE  

Thanks to all those who purchased books at last week’s 
book sale in support of the Servants of the Lord and the 
Virgin of Matara. The four hundred dollars of books sold will 
provide over a hundred dollars of books for the sisters to 
use in their mission.  
If you missed the opportunity to purchase books, you can 
still make a purchase and have it count by going to the 
website before Sunday – September 9. 
www.ubah.com/BF21824 
Our thanks also to Lynn Coates, a member of St. Ann’s in 
Hampton, for giving us the opportunity to assist the sisters 
and at the same time procures some fine reading material 
for our children. If you have any questions or would like to 
purchase books directly from Lynn, she can be reached at: 
lmcoates@patmedia.net or call 908-730-6678. 
 

SHIP 
 

Monday, September 10, 10:00 a.m., Office Center 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the 
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for 
Monday, September 10. We will need hot casseroles, soup, 
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, 
please call Anne Germino at 439-9335.  All items must be 
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning, 
September 10. Thank you for your continued support of this 
Ministry. 
 

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND 

September 16 is our Food Pantry Weekend this month. The 
following items in any quantity would help: cake mixes, 
canned icing, cereal, canned coffee, tea, pasta, pa sta 
sauce, grated cheese, salad dressing, canned veggie s, 
canned fruit and snacks (nuts, granola bars, cookie s, 
etc.)  
As always, please remember to check the expiration date of 
the item and be sure it extends past the scheduled delivery 
date. We will not knowingly distribute anything that is out of 
date. Our next large scale food delivery will be the 
November – Thanksgiving distribution to those in need. 
 

MALAWI JAKE  

“Malawi Jake ” is home with his parents Greg and Dana 
Wilson and he is planning to address everyone shortly. 
Upon Jake’s return from Malawi he brought with him some 
items that he would like to sell for some starving artists in 
Malawi.  
Bracelets made by two young men who are trying to pay for 
university are well made and very attractive. They are 
available in the Narthex for $4.00 each. 
Note cards are also available in the same location for $2.00 
each.  
If these products sell well, Jake will encourage the artists to 
send more over. Your donations may be placed in a Social 
Ministry envelope, marked Malawi Jake and dropped in the 
Social Ministry Drop Box next to the Social Ministry Station. 
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APARTMENT NEEDED 

A two bedroom apartment in the Califon area is urgently 
needed that rents between $800 - $1000/mo. If you have 
or know of one please call Pam Stewart at 908-581-4 203 
or email: apstewart@att.net . 
 

ANDERSON HOUSE 

“The worst part of addiction is that once you 
cross that line, you can never go back without 
help!” If you or someone you know has this 

problem Anderson House can help. Pick up a brochure in 
the Narthex or call 908-534-5818. 
 

HUNTERDON HELPLINE 

2-1-1 was the first working 
referral number in New 
Jersey and part of a National 
Initiative to Link People with 

Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral, 
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies. 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse 
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance 
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See 
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1. 
 

REMINDERS 
 

Let Us Know – In order to minister to our community at 
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either 
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to 
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who 
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family 
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an 
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website 
– http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
Social Ministry Donations - When making donations 
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social 
Ministry function, program or fundraiser should be made out 
to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the 
intended program. This enables the parish to track your 
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the 
check payable to another organization then that 
organization tracks the donation and it won’t appear on the 
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann. 
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social 
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in 
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to 
the box. 
Sponsor Child  – Please pray for and drop your donation in 
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
(Our community has committed to a minimum of $30/month 
to sponsor Angel Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines. 
See our sponsor child’s web page on the parish website.) 
Haves ‘n Needs  – Member of the parish? List either your 
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org 
Coupon Clipper’s Corner – Please join our regular coupon 
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food 
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your 
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP 
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than 
anyone else. 

New Eyes for the Needy  – donate your old eyeglasses in 
basket at Social Ministry Station 
Rosary Beads & Medals  - basket at Social Ministry Station 
St. Jude’s Ranch  – please donate all your Campbell Soup 
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch. 
 
 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to 
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 , 
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please 
remember the following in your prayers: 
 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 

Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 

CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 

AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 

LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 

2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 

Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e 
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr. 

MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 

CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 

RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy 
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 

Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC 
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 

Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 
Maj. Martin, John, USMC 

ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 
Capt. David Omstead, USA 

Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 

EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Private Schultz, Joseph T. 
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 

Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 

Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 

2ND Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force 
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EVANGELIZATION 
 

ONE PERSON’S FAITH STORY 

I grew up in the Catholic Church, but quit going when I 
married my husband. He had a hard time with Catholics 
because of something that happened some years ago. The 
pain he carried was very deep. 
One day, my son, who regularly went to Church with my 
parents, asked me why he couldn’t receive Communion. I 
explained that to receive Communion, you have to go to 
religion classes and receive the Sacrament of Communion. 
He then asked, if he did that, could he become an altar 
server. I told him that I would think about it, but gave 
excuses to avoid the questions. I did miss going to Church 
and being involved, but most of all I felt like I was neglecting 
my son’s spiritual upbringing.  
One Sunday, when I was reading the newspaper, I came 
across an article about Catholics Returning Home. I read it 
thoroughly. I knew then that I wanted to return to the 
Catholic Church. When I mentioned this to my husband, he 
about went through the ceiling! But by the time the program 
began, he said that he would drive me there, but not come 
in. I began attending Mass on Sundays, and enrolled our 
son in Religious Ed classes. I felt relaxed, happy, and 
spiritually connected. Our son was feeling good too, but we 
both really missed my husband. One Sunday, he 
announced to me that he would go to Mass with us. 
From that point, our lives changed. We go to Church 
together.  Our son received First Holy Communion; he is 
also an altar server. Soon he will receive Confirmation. 
Attending the Catholics Returning Home sessions changed 
my life and my family’s. The last year we have faced many 
challenges, and I know deep inside that it is my Faith that 
keeps me strong and guides me in everything I do. 
 
(Watch for further details on the time and date when this 
program will be offered again here at St. John’s!) 
 

BAPTISM TEAM MEMBER(S) NEEDED  

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple 
willing to join our Baptism Ministry team. As a team member 
you assist in helping to equip parents attending St. John’s 
Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of 
the Sacrament. In addition each individual or team couple 
assists in a welcoming manner as host at an assigned 
infant’s Baptism. 
To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing 
member of the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 
with a desire to help parents and godparents understand the 
Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy 
associated with it. The program is currently offered quarterly 
based on need. 
If God’s grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this 
ministry please call Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or em ail > 
earlroberts@earthlink.net  ! 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation 
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and 
helping one another discern where God is leading.  It’s a 
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If 
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are 
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team 

on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey 
vary according to each individual’s starting point.  
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church 
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. 
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a 
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your 
faith. 
 

 
 

DISCOVERY SUNDAY 
September 23, 2007, 2:00 p.m. 

Church Center 
Newcomers are invited to attend the September 23 
Discovery  Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center.  At 
that time, staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers 
and present information on the past history and present 
focus of the parish.  Important:  It is essential that anyone 
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the 
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the pari sh 
website – www.ccsjn.org .  A packet of materials is 
prepared especially for each family. 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

 YOUTH MINISTRY 

The Pastoral Council will again be dialoguing about Youth 
Ministry. If you have ideas or would like to explore Youth 
Ministry at St. John’s please speak to Father. We need all 
the brainstorming we can get and discuss the challenges.��
 
HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS  

We have had a fairly good response to our request for high 
school and college students’ emails. I am working on the 
youth blog with Earl and so it will soon become a reality. If 
you haven’t responded, please do. Just email me at 
jwmickiewicz@earthlink.net. Good luck to those returning to 
college or going for the first time. It has been a delight to 
talk with you after Mass and I’m grateful that you have 
joined us for weekend worship during the summer months. 
We will miss your voices in our music ministry but will long 
for your return at Christmas. 
Those who are going back to high school or starting high 
school we wish you a good year. We invite you to take part 
in the liturgical ministry and any other ministry you take a 
liking to here at St. John’s. We welcomed Kevin Kucharski  
as a lector several weeks ago. He is a great addition to this 
ministry. 
 

RESPECT LIFE 
 
“The arrival of prenatal ultrasound and the sustained 
educational campaigns of pro-lifers have refocused the 
public’s attention on the humanity of the unborn child and 
the brutal facts behind ‘choice.’” (Wanda Franz, NRL News, 
June 07). 



6 

ADULT FORMATION 
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THE HEAVENLY BANQUET  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks a parable about a great 
banquet and who should be the guests at such an event.  
His teaching ends by noting that when there is a banquet, 
one should invite “the poor, the crippled, the lame [and] the 
blind” (Luke 14:13).  This parable reminds us of the 

heavenly banquet, of which our participation in the Eucharist 
is a foretaste.   
One aspect of the Church’s understanding of the Eucharist 
has always been that whenever and wherever it is 
celebrated, the Eucharist is a participation in the great 
messianic banquet that is being celebrated eternally in 
heaven.  Heaven, we believe, is the great unending banquet 
around the table of the Lamb.  There, no one goes away 
hungry; no one goes away with unmet needs. 
The great feast of heaven is an image of the reign of God, 
where there will be no more sadness, no more inequality, 
and no more injustice.  The great feast of heaven in an 
image of what we are journeying to in our lives of faith, here 
on earth. 
In the Eucharist we have a taste of what awaits us eternally, 
at the heavenly banquet.  There, when all wisom is given to 
us and we have eternal life, we will enter forever around the 
table of the Lamb, in true and complete communion with 
him.  When we gather on Sunday as the Church of Christ, 
and we eat and drink in memory of him, we are rehearsing 
for, we pray, what we will have and what we will do and who 
we will be for eternity: guests of the Lamb at his great feast 
of life, wisdom, and joy. 
 Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006, 
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications. 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sunday, September 30 

The parish picnic will be held on Sunday, September 30 
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until dusk.  Watch the bulletin for 
more information.  If anyone is interested in buying a 
spot on the hot air balloon ride on the day of the picnic, 
please call the Office Center.  We have two spots o pen. 
 

DUCK RACE 

Ducks for the rubber duck race held at the parish picnic will 
be available starting this weekend.  It's the same buck a 
duck, 6 for $5 and 13 for $10. 
 

YOUTUBE 

While catching up on the recent “Video” that put Califon in 
the news (which was very creatively done), I discovered that 
Father Ilija (please note I have been spelling it the way it is 
sounded rather then the correct way) has a young 
parishioner who put a video of the parish in Slatina together. 
You can view it at youtube.com/wath?v=84qq6rc20ds and 
see the parish, before the war, after the destruction of the 
war and what is being done to rebuild it. This will also lead 
you to a concert that Zeljko Juric performed. He comes to 
the village to take part in the parish’s yearly celebration. 
There are only about 50 people that have come back to the 
parish since the war. You will also see Fr. Ilija’s picture on 
the youtube performance. What things the computer holds if 
only you knew! 
 

25TH ANNIVERSARY DATES  

October 21, 2007 – Concert – 2:00 p.m. 
May 18, 2008 – 2:00 p.m. – Celebration Mass – Bishop 
Bootkoski 
October 4,  2008 – Gala Picnic to conclude the celebration 
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CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP WELCOME 
BACK  

Sunday, September 9, 10:30 Mass, Church Center  

Please join the summer volunteers on Sunday, September 9 
at the 10:30 Mass to celebrate their service.  It is a chance 
for me to brag about our teens!  Refreshments will be 
served afterwards with the opportunity to share pictures and 
stories. Questions, contact Mary Connolly at 
mandmconnolly@earthlink.net.  
 

FUND RAISING 
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 20 families  purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards 
last weekend, for a total of $2,250.00 with $112.50 coming 
to the parish.  Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to 
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and 
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  Our thanks to all who 
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay 
after Mass to sell them. 
 

TAG SALE HELP NEEDED  

Saturday, September 15 

The Califon/St. John's tag sale is right around the corner 
(Saturday, September 15).  Lots of help is needed to make 
this community and recycling event a success.  Please mark 
your calendar, and please SIGN UP to HELP in some way.  
Once the tent is up we need:�

�  People to help sort through and display donated items. 
�  Individuals to help on the day of the sale 
�  People to haul away good items to thrift stores, etc.  

We need help in getting these leftover, usable items to 
sites other than the Top of the Barn which gets 
overloaded after the town wide sale. The goal is to 
donate items that still have lots of life left in them to 
local thrift/donation centers.   

PLEASE, NO WHITE GOODS (old AC units, etc.) If you 
have large items such as a furniture set, consider bringing 
an 8.5x11, large-font description w/ digital photo -- we will 
happily post it at the tent entrance.  
Sign-up sheets are located in the Narthex.  THANK 
YOU! 

  
10th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING  

Saturday, September 19, 8:00 a.m., Minebrook Golf 
Course 

The St. John's Golf Outing will again be held at Minebrook 
Golf Course in Hackettstown. Format is an 8:00 a.m. 
Shotgun Start. The cost will be $100 per player and includes 
greens fee, cart, lunch and prizes. 
Sign up sheets are in the Narthex with an envelope for your 
checks.  We are also soliciting additional sponsors at $100 
per hole.   Any  questions contact Dick Hopkins at 832-
9079, email: dhopkins1@earthlink.net . 
 

BOOK SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Linda Gerristead  is in need of volunteers to help set up 
September 19, 20 & 21 for the annual book sale and to 
clean up on September 23 around noon. Confirmation 

students are encouraged to donate their time as one (or 
two) of their service projects.   We will also be looking for 
donations of books, especially newer books. 
 

LOOKING FOR CRAFT DONATIONS  

It's time to start thinking about St. John's annual craft show.  
This year's show is going to feature a number of new 
innovations. For starters the new name of the show is the   
craft and quilt show featuring a showing of handmade quilts 
and quilting demonstrations.  Although the show is a few 
months away, now is time to think about a special talent you 
can share.  At this year's show we hope to raise $250.00 
from the sale of items made by parishioners.   To reach this 
goal, the craft show committee is looking for handmade 
items that can be sold at the St. John's craft table.  Please 
share your talent and help us reach our goal. Please 
contact Sharon Lohrmann at 908-537-7340 or 
sharonbill203@embarqmail.com to submit items.  
 

SAINT JOHN NEUMANN'S FIRST ANNUAL 
WINE, BEER AND FOOD FEST����

Save the date...October 5, 2007...7:00-10:00 p.m. 

Saint John's will he hosting a fabulous wine, beer and food 
festival on October 5 right here in the Church Center.  We 
will feature over 80 wines and beers from around the world 
as well as culinary delights from a number of Hunterdon 
County restaurants. Live music will be played as you enjoy 
sampling to your hearts content!  A silent auction will take 
place during the event featuring a wide range of items. 
This evening will be a wonderful night out for all our 
parishioners and community members, age 21 and older. 
However, we cannot do it without you!  We need items for 
our silent auction...if you would like to make a donation, 
contact Bruce Stewart at brucestew326@patmedia.net.  
Sign up sheets will be out in the Narthex for volunteers to 
assist the evening of the event as well as for other needed 
items to make the evening a success.  Please be on the 
lookout in September. 
Thanks to committee members Anthony Destefano, Marie 
Dowd, Phillis Baker, Diane and Bruce Stewart, Mary 
Connelly and Fran Barbone and also the Wades for their 
help. 
Any questions or suggestions...please contact Chris ta 
Bachman at cpbachman@earthlink.net or Diane Stewart  
at dianebrock@patmedia.net. 
 

THANKS TO OUR AUCTION SPONSORS  

THIS WEEK 

La Casa Bianca Land of Make Believe 
144 Main Street Great Meadows Road 
Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889 Hope, NJ 07844 
908-534-8384 908-459-5100 
 
Linens N Things Long Valley Pharmacy 
6 Brighton Road Route 24 
Clifton, NJ 07015-5108 Long Valley, NJ 07853 
   908-876-9000 
 

USE CHECKS NOT CREDIT CARDS – IT 
DOESN’T DECREASE YOUR 

CONTRIBUTION 
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CATECHESIS 
 

“Who Do You Say That I Am” 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 

Focus:  Greater compassion for the poor and needy 
 
Scripture : “When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed indeed 
will you be because of their inability to repay 
you.”                                         Luke 14: 1, 7-14 

 
Reflection:  Do the poor, crippled, lame and blind have a 

‘right’ to go to the banquet?  Who do they 
represent in this parable?  Does anything 
cripple you or are you blind sometimes? 

Song:  “Table of Plenty” #312 

Story :    Being a mom in Blacksburg 

 
Monday, April 16, was that horrible day earlier this year 
when 32 people, mostly students, were gunned down by a 
fellow student at Virginia Tech.  The next morning, NBC's 
Meredith Vieira and Matt Lauer broadcast the TODAY Show 
live from the Blacksburg campus.  Ms. Vieira says the 
experience was the toughest assignment of her career:  
While trying to report on the facts of the tragedy she couldn't 
escape being a parent and thinking about her own kids, 
especially her son who would soon be heading off to college 
himself.  �
Ms. Vieira remembers when she could finally step out of her 
role as journalist and return to the role of "mom."�
"As Tuesday wore on, the magnitude of the tragedy began 
to take over.  That evening, I walked over to the vigil.  The 
students had erected 'writing boards' on the field, and 
people were asked to leave a message - whatever was in 
their heart.  I noticed one student standing there, with the 
marker frozen in her hand.  She told me she was at a loss 
for words, and didn't want to write the 'wrong' thing.  I told 
her I didn't believe there was a wrong thing to say, that any 
words would probably be appreciated.  Finally, she knelt 
down and wrote We will miss you.�
"Then a girl came up to me and handed me a candle.  I tried 
to give it back to her.  'You'll probably need this for some of 
the others,' I said.  'Take it,' she insisted.  I did.  My candle 
was lit by another candle until all of us standing there - there 
must have been hundreds of us - were illuminated as if by a 
single light.  A silence - a wonderful, peaceable, healing 
silence - came over the crowd.  We could all feel a 
presence. . .�
"That's when one girl came over to me and asked, 'Can you 
give me a hug?'  I wrapped my arms around her and she 
broke down.  For the first time since coming to Blacksburg I 
was able to cry too, feeling her pain and the pain of the 
others around me, but so grateful that I could somehow 
offer them comfort.  That scene was repeated several times 
with other students - each time they would come up to me, 
needing to be hugged.�
"I finally figured out why they may have sought me out: 
these kids were away from home, most of their parents 
weren't there, they knew me from television and they 
needed an adult, someone safe to tell them that it was 
okay.  That's when I broke down, because I realized they 
are my kids, they're everybody's kids.  And they are deeply 
saddened.  And they are scared."�

[From Guideposts, August 2007 and 
meredithtoday.ivillage.com.]�
 �
God's banquet table extends through every Blacksburg, and 
it includes places of honor for every hurting, confused soul.  
In today's Gospel, Jesus calls each one of us to be both a 
guest and a server at his table, to be both parent and child 
when called upon.  The spirit of humility as taught by Jesus 
is the realization that we share with every human being the 
dignity of being made in the image and likeness of God; 
Christ-like humility is the ability to see one another as God 
sees us and to rejoice in being able to help one another 
through the struggles we all encounter.   �

 Connections, August 2007 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVISORY 
BOARD 

We are now in search of new members for the Religious 
Education Advisory Board.  Please consider volunteering 
your time to help improve the catechesis of our children.  
Contact Rose or Annette at 832-2162 or email: 
rosefay@earthlink.net  for more information. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES  

Religious Education classes will resume on September 9 for 
Sunday  & Junior High Catechesis.  Saturday Catechesis 
will resume on September 15.  Class assignments and 
schedules for families who have registered were sent out in 
the middle of August. Please remember to review your 
Parent-Student Handbook and return your family’s 
handbook agreement to your child’s catechist on the first 
day of class.  We are still looking for a few volunteers: a 
Sunday Morning Catechist, Teen Assistant and Traffic 
volunteer; a Junior High Assistant Catechist and snack 
volunteers. Please contact the Office of Catechesis: 832-
2162 or email rosefay@earthlink.net  to volunteer.  

 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CATECHISTS 

MEETING 

The Saturday Gathering Catechists (K-6th) will meet this 
Thursday, September 6 in the Drexel Room of the office 
center at 7:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENT PREPARATION 
 
 

CONFIRMATION PRAYER SPONSOR TREE 

On Sunday, October 14 at the 12:15 p.m. Mass our ninth 
grade candidates will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.  The community of St. John’s is invited to 
participate in their Confirmation Prayer Sponsor Tree, 
which is set up in the Narthex.  Parishioners are asked to 
sponsor a candidate by writing a letter to them expressing 
their pride and support.  As you leave Mass today, log your 
name next to the candidate's name you wish to sponsor and 
take their picture from the tree.  The parishioner letters, 
along with parent and sponsor letters, will be handed to the 
candidates at their retreat the end of September.  Letters 
must be returned to the basket provided near the tree or to 
Office Center no later than September 14.   Please keep the 
candidate’s picture in your home and pray for them as they 
journey to Confirmation.���� �
 

 



9 

STEWARDSHIP – TIME & TALENT 
 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

 
Thoughts on Stewardship 
 
For most of us, work gives structure to our 
lives as it provides a sense of identity. On 
the first Monday of September, as a nation 
we consider the rights and benefits we enjoy 
as a result of our labors and the blessings 
God has bestowed on us. While you’re 

celebrating what your blood, sweat, and tears have made 
possible, don’t forget that blood is a gift that can be shared. 
The American Red Cross estimates that someone is the 
United States needs blood every two seconds, and on 
holidays the need is likely to be greater. Giving blood is 
fairly easy and it saves lives. Go on line to www.givelife.org 
to fins out more about this practice of sharing. 
Sharing blood may not seem like a work in stewardship but 
it really is the epitome of sharing, isn’t it. While we usually 
are squeamish about blood this is a time when we look at it 
differently and see it as the life giving source that it is. Is it 
not a paradigm of all stewardship? We are not usually 
directed to give so much of our very selves. We usually 
don’t hesitate to give it and other bodily parts to loved ones 
when they are in need. It may even happen that one might 
offer a kidney to someone who is not family. What a 
supreme and extreme act of stewardship this is. How all 
else pales in comparison and makes us think of how easy 
the act of sharing time, talent and treasure really is! 
 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 
 

OFFICE ANGELS 
Monday, September 3 - Office Closed  a.m. 
 - Office Closed  p.m.  
Tuesday, September 4 - P. Sullivan p.m.  
Wednesday, September 5 - Angel Needed  p.m. 
Thursday, September 6 - P. Anderson  p.m. 
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  
September 1 & 2 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m. 
 - P. Sullivan  8:00 a.m. 
 - C. Zelesny 10:30 a.m. 
 - D. Hingos 12:15 p.m. 
September 8 & 9 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m. 
 - J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m. 
 - F. Cook 10:30 a.m. 
 - D. Hingos 12:15 p.m. 
 

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE 
Week of September 2 -  J. Pennucci 
Week of September 9 -  P. Palmer 
 

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM  
September 7  -  Team A 
September 14  -  Team B 
 

BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS  
September 7  -  P. Nanna 
September 14  -  P. Stark 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP – TREASURE 
 

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY  
  “We are a Stewardship Parish sharing          

                  Time, Talent, and Treasure as a w ay of life.” 
 

78 Responses from 393 Families 
69 Time & Talent, 65 Treasure, 21 Youth 

            
In the Gospel today, Jesus warns us not to give in hopes of 
repayment, but to give open-handedly’ to the poor and 
needy.  That sort of giving mirrors the bountiful giving of 
God, and Jesus assures us it is blessed indeed!  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
 

For August 27, 2006 
 

    92 Weekly Donors ................................................ $2,329.00 
    34 Monthly Donors ............................................... $3,314.00 
          Loose Money ..................................................... $114.00 
                Total ......................................................... $5,757.00 
 
Weekly Average for August 2006 .................... ...... $6,524.00 
 

For August 26, 2007 (393 Families) 
 

    90 Weekly Donors ................................................ $2,811.00 
    26 Monthly Donors ............................................... $2,760.00 
          Loose Money ..................................................... $115.00 
                Total ......................................................... $5,686.00 
 
Weekly Average for August 2007 .................... ...... $7,212.00 
 
 Weekly Need ....................................... ................... $7,034.00 
 
Weekly Averages: 
July ........................................................................... $6,103.00 
June ......................................................................... $7,029.00 
May .......................................................................... $6,439.00 
April .......................................................................... $6,234.00 
March ....................................................................... $6,926.00 
February ................................................................... $7,126.00 
January .................................................................... $6,699.00 
December ................................................................ $7,868.00 
November ................................................................ $6,845.00 
October .................................................................... $6,556.00 
September ............................................................... $7,430.00 
 

 FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN  
For August 20, 2007  

       Weekly                                 Monthly  
1 2.00 = 2.00 1 10.00 = 10.00 
5 5.00 = 25.00 1 30.00 = 30.00 

10 10.00 = 100.00 3 40.00 = 120.00 
1 12.00 = 12.00 4 50.00 = 200.00 
5 15.00 = 75.00 1 70.00 = 70.00 

21 20.00 = 420.00 2 75.00 = 150.00 
14 25.00 = 350.00 1 90.00 = 90.00 
7 30.00 = 210.00 5 100.00 = 500.00 
4 35.00 = 140.00 1 105.00 = 105.00 
6 40.00 = 240.00 3 150.00 = 450.00 
6 50.00 = 300.00 1 185.00 = 185.00 
1 60.00 = 60.00 1 200.00 = 200.00 
1 77.00 = 77.00 1 300.00 = 300.00 
1 90.00 = 90.00 1 350.00 = 350.00 
6 100.00 = 600.00 26   2760.00 
1 110.00 = 110.00     

90   2811.00     
        
        

 



10 

 

 


