TWENTY-FOUTH SUNDAY IN

ORDINARY TIME
September 16, 2007
Have mercy, Lord, in your goodness!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999

MASS SCHEDULE
September 22 & 23

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, Saturday 5:30 p.m.
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian Celebrant ..o, Fr. Mickiewicz
Communities, [I=Tod (o] SRR R D. Geerinck
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and, 'I?/Ilitr?irstseergvgfriﬁé"é e Geerénclégr girgzﬁnggpgi';y
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit eevesreseiiessessesissenesensnseneeeenns T Shick, D. Kelemen, D. Lance
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann -
S Sunday 8:00 a.m.
is a jubilant people —

on a continuing spiritual journey of hope: E:(l:fgrram -------------------------------------------------------- Fr. MGICanglgﬁ
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith AT SEIVET...ooooovversoeoerveersoeseeeeesseeseseecrssennnnne. F. KENnedy
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures Ministers of the EUChariSt .......ovvovvvnn.. C. Behrens, J. Sima,
TO CHERISH all life e, D. Sima, K, Malley, A. Miele
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant .........ooovvvveiviiiiie Fr. Mickiewicz

THE WEEK THAT IS =T ox (0| SRR A. DeStefano

Sunday, September 16 — Food Pantry Weekend/Peter's Altar SEIVEN ... Zelesny Family
Pence Ministers of the Eucharist ................c....... D. Simila, J. Simila,

10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center) | oo C. Carroll, C. Frey, E. Lacy
) Sunday CPIIl Retreat Mass 12:15 p.m.

Mond'ay, September 17— St'. Robert} Bellarmine Celebrant.........ccocov e Fr. Mickiewicz
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center) Lector............ oo S. Gemma
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. Wickel, R. Wickel

Tuesday, September 18 — St. Dominc Trach
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
2:30 p.m. History Committee Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Property Management Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, September 19 — St. Januarius
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
6:00 p.m. Book Sale Set-up (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Evangelization Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, September 20 — St. Andrew Kim Taegon, Paul

Chong Hasang & Companions
10:00 a.m. Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
6:00 p.m. Book Sale Set-up (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Office Center)

Friday, September 21 — St. Matthew
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
3:45 p.m. Trout Lake Departure (Church Center)
5:00 p.m. Book Sale Set-up (Church Center)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, September 22 — Bl. Luigi Monza
9:00 a.m. Book Sale (Church Center)
9:00 p.m. Trout Lake Return (Church Center)

Sunday, September 23 — Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
9:00 a.m. First Reconciliation Parent Meeting (Valley
View School)
9:00 a.m. Book Sale & Clean-up (Church Center)
12:15 p.m. CPIll Retreat Mass (Church Center)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

PETER’'S PENCE
This Weekend

As a parish we will participate in the Peter's Pence
Collection for the Works of the Holy Father. This collection
enables the Holy Father to respond with emergency
financial assistance to our brothers and sisters in need
throughout the world. The Gospel continually challenges us
to lend a helping hand to those in need, to help build a
better world with justice for all. The special collection is an
opportunity to demonstrate justice as well as kindness to
our brothers and sisters in need. Please pray for the Holy
Father’'s works and contribute generously to the appeal.

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME - Year C

Through the parable of the “prodigal father” we recognize
the great mercy of God and find an example of how we can
become parents in God's image (CCC #210).
teaches that family relationships are not only a model of
God’s action toward us but also a place where conversion
and reconciliation are practiced (CCC #2201-13, 2232-33).
Our conversion demands a greater awareness of how God
acts with us and how we need to act toward others (CCC

#1439.)

The Golden Calf is a strong image, from the
Bible to Faustian legends, of rejecting God.
But God is faithful and patient in allowing the
prodigal to come back home. When we do,
Jesus says all creation rejoices because the
lost is found. We have sacramental healing
of the sinner and the sick, to lead us back to
the “great Feast of Heaven.” You are invited
to share in the wedding banquet of God. Are

COME HOME

you coming back to where you should be?

Jesus

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, September 18
7:00 p.m. Marty Breen req. Fred & Barbara Pfeufer

Wednesday, September 19
9:30 a.m. Sydney Decker req. Silakowski Family

Friday, September 21
7:00 a.m. Audrey Baumann req. Baumann Family

Saturday, September 22
5:30 p.m. Rafaelita Garcia reg. Alan & Sharon Janks

Sunday, September 23
8:00 a.m. Joe Troiano reg. Baumann Family
10:30 a.m. Bill Murphy req. Don & Lynn Mergen
12:15 p.m. Julia Sansone req. Catholic Community of
St. John Neumann

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford
Katelynn Fortenbacker
Ted Gaardsmoe
Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano

Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Andrew Grant
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Alison Heiberger
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosalie Karkoska
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn

Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

Kathy Parisi
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Benjamin Sawczuk
Gail Sawczuk

Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, September 17
7:15 p.m. Film Symposium (Away)

Tuesday, September 18
Bulletin
12:00 p.m. Deanery Meeting (Annandale)
2:30 p.m. History Committee Meeting (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Maintenance Committee (Office Center)

Wednesday, September 19
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
6:00 p.m. Leave for Airport

Thursday, September 20
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, September 21
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Office Center)

Sunday, September 23
12:15 p.m. Retreat Mass (Church Center)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Louis lozzi — Jane Alpaugh
— William F. Benwell — Darrel Lindenau — Anna
Remon -- Dr. Richard G. Jones .

Deceased: Dr. Richard G. Jones , father of Cindy Geiger. May
he find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may
his family find strength in the Lord and comfort and support

from family and friends.

Gavin Gerard Pascale
Son of Bryan & Dawn Pascale

Welcome this recently baptized baby into the Community
of St. John Neumann. We congratulate his parents and
offer our prayers and assistance in raising their child in the
Catholic faith.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

CARBONFREE

Catholic Relief Services recently announced that it has gone
“Carbon-Neutral.” What's that? Well they have partnered
with Carbonfree. (See www.carbonfund.org ) As the folks at
CRS put it, each year they ship thousands of envelopes and
boxes containing Fair Trade materials - catalogs, posters,
etc. via truck to every state. With each truckload of material
that leaves they increase their “carbon footprint” by causing
fossil fuel to be burned in delivery trucks. For an
organization founded on Social Justice this somehow did
not seem right.

These emissions have been identified by some scientists as
a ‘“global-warming” carbon. The same holds true of
everyone who drives a vehicle, heats or cools their home,
consumes most manufactured products, or participates in
an activity like watching TV, since the manufacturing,
broadcast and distribution processes generally require
power produced through the use of fossil fuel resources
such as coal or oil. Fifty-percent of our power in this country
and one-hundred-percent of our transportation is powered
by the burning of fossil fuel.

Through an estimating process Carbonfree calculates the
size of a carbon footprint from an individual to the largest
companies and organizations. Those wishing to reduce their
carbon footprint or go carbon free can purchase carbon
offsets through Carbonfree which are then invested in
projects in the areas renewable energy, energy efficiency
projects which focus on reducing existing energy use, and
reforestation which absorbs existing CO;,

Critics have charged that the whole process is a well
contrived bunko scheme designed to bilk money from
conscientious people who want to do the right thing and
reduce waste and be good stewards of the environment.
One even applied the famous P.T. Barnum quote about one
being born every minute. But, the truth of the matter is that
Carbonfree is a legitimate, non-profit, 501-C organization
that is leading the fight against global warming with a
specific program that allows patrticipants to select the project
area(s) that they wish their purchase to support. It is a well
thought out solution to a definite problem and that is the
CO, increase in our atmosphere due to the burning of fossil
fuels, which everyone agrees is bad for the planet. No
matter on which side of the global warming issue one finds
themselves standing, this is a viable approach to the
emissions problem.

After one goes as “green” as an individual or organization
can, they should seriously consider participating in this
program.

It is the best way for a capitalistic society to respond. The
only thing the government needs to do is be sure all the
provisions for 501C are adhered to and that the money goes
where participants indicate.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

The Visiting Nurse Association of Northern New Jersey
needs volunteers in your hometown to offer companionship,
family respite and support to terminally ill patients and their
caregivers receiving hospice services. In-house training will
prepare volunteers for this rewarding opportunity. To learn
more and participate in the fall training sessions that

begin on October 1, 2007, please contact Jennifer
Doherty 973-451-4120 or email jdoherty@vnannj.org

GENNESARET

Your help is required in response to a letter from Hilare
Reinold who works with those individuals going on the
Gennesaret Retreat on October 19-21. In her letter she asks
for your prayers and for a letter, note, bookmark, card, or
placemat containing your uplifting thoughts, prayer or
Scripture. Because these individuals suffer from some
serious life threatening illness, “God Loves You” or “You are
in_my prayers” is more appropriate then “Get Well” type
wishes.

A card or placemat with a thought and signatures from the
whole family, or friends and neighbors would be especially
encouraging. This would be a wonderful individual, family or
religious education class project.

Please send your support item to Hilare Reinold, 11 Anton
Place, Aberdeen, NJ 07747 to arrive by October 12 in time
for her to transport them to the Vincentian Renewal Center
for the retreat.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, September 20, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.  H.

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take
place on Thursday, September 20 from 10:00 a.m. until
noon. Please consider joining us and spend some time with
the residents - they really look forward to our visits.
Children are always welcome!! If you would like to
provide a snack or if you would like more informati on,
please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

APARTMENT NEEDED

A two bedroom apartment in the Califon area is urgently
needed that rents between $800 - $1000/mo. If you have
or know of one please call Pam Stewart at 908-581-4 203
or email: apstewart@att.net .

YOUTH MINISTRY

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

We have had a fairly good response to our request for high
school and college students’ emails. | am working on the
youth blog with Earl and so it will soon become a reality. If
you haven’'t responded, please do. Just email me at
jwmickiewicz@earthlink.net. Good luck to those returning to
college or going for the first time. It has been a delight to
talk with you after Mass and I'm grateful that you have
joined us for weekend worship during the summer months.
We will miss your voices in our music ministry but will long
for your return at Christmas.

Those who are going back to high school or starting high
school we wish you a good year. We invite you to take part
in the liturgical ministry and any other ministry you take a
liking to here at St. John’s. We welcomed Kevin Kucharski
as a lector several weeks ago. He is a great addition to this
ministry.




EVANGELIZATION

OVERJOYED

Whenever someone has something wonderful happen to
them in their life, one of the first actions they take is to share
that joy with someone they know or love. A child may come
home from school with their first “A” on a report, yelling
excitedly as they enter the house; a husband may excitedly
tell those around him that he and his wife have just had a
baby; or a woman may have landed a position that she had
longed to obtain and takes her family and friends out to
dinner to share in her joy.

This is but a portion of the excitement that the Apostles felt
following Easter, Pentecost and the Ascension. They are so
excited that Jesus arose from the dead, accomplishing a
task they now more fully understood, that they could hardly
control their desire to run out and spread “the good news.”
“Have you heard about Jesus of Nazareth? They crucified
him and three days later he arose from the dead. | was
there and | saw him.” And so the “Good News” concerning
Jesus nearly always started with the story of his Passion,
Death and Resurrection which fulfilled the prophesies and
made possible our salvation. It is this story, this “singularity”
that pulls all else towards it like the center of a black hole.
Ultimately, nothing and no one will escape it.

More often than not we are led to believe that the Apostles
might not have been the brightest group of guys. But the
truth is that they all were earning a living before meeting
Jesus, which they gave up to tramp around the countryside
listening to him preach and learning from him.

It is safe to believe that many if not most knew two, three or
maybe four languages. How? Since the predominate
language in the area was Aramaic (1) they surely spoke it
and being good Jewish men they would have learned to
read from the Torah, Hebrew (2). Since Galilee was a
crossroad of trade, Greek (3) would have been required to
communicate to some extent and with everything governed
by Roman law and solders, they may have even had some
knowledge of Latin (4). For instance at Capernaum, a town
that Jesus will come to think of as home after he leaves
Nazareth, he is approached by a centurion and they
converse about the centurion’s servant. This man is a
gentile probably in the service of Herod Antipas.

It is far more likely that Jesus and the Apostles who traveled
the area were more conversant than many others in so far
as language goes. Nowhere does the New Testament say,
“and they sent for Zorba the interpreter who...”

The important thing to remember though is that all the
Apostles saw, believed and then understood what Jesus
was teaching. Between these events and God's grace
imparted to them by the Holy Spirit, their faith was so strong
that they and many of the disciples worked tirelessly and
ultimately gave their lives for Christ and the early Church.
These were the same people who only a short time before
hid in fear of their lives. What changed them? The Christ
experience and the opening of their hearts to God’s grace
had transformed them. The result is a selfless love for
everyone, seeing Christ within everyone.

Preached of nearly two-thousand years now, Christians
know that one’s actions should be predicated on fulfilling
relationships first with Jesus and then with: spouses,
parents, children, parishioners, employers, employees and
strangers. The needs of others become more important to
us than our own. Once we look at all our relationships as

“love relationships” and start to act and react out of love, we
become the evangelistic light of the Church reflecting Jesus
to others.

BAPTISM TEAM MEMBER(S) NEEDED

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple
willing to join our Baptism Ministry team. As a team member
you assist in helping to equip parents attending St. John’s
Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of
the Sacrament. In addition each individual or team couple
assists in a welcoming manner as host at an assigned
infant’s Baptism.

To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing
member of the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
with a desire to help parents and godparents understand the
Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy
associated with it. The program is currently offered quarterly
based on need.

If God's grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this
ministry please call Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or em  ail >
earlroberts@earthlink.net !

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
December 2, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center
Newcomers are invited to attend the December 2
Discovery Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At
that time, staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers
and present information on the past history and present
focus of the parish. Important: It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the pari _sh
website — www.ccsjn.org A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.
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AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

On Friday of this week, the Church celebrates the feast of
Saint Matthew, an apostle and evangelist (that is, one of the
four authors of the Gospel). Since the earliest years of the
Church, we have honored and observed the apostles during
the liturgical year. They were the first witnesses to Christ:
they were there to hear his teachings, they witnessed his
miracles, and they hear his preaching on the kingdom of
God. After the Resurrection, and especially after Pentecost,
they were the ones who went out into the world and
preached about all that they had seen Jesus do and all that
they had heard Jesus preach and teach. They were the link
between Jesus Christ and the early Church. They still are
that for us, in the twenty-first century.

The feast days of the apostles are special days for
Catholics. All that we believe in our faith comes to us from

the apostles. All that we know of Jesus comes from their
experience of him, their memories of what he said and what
he did. Our faith is, literally, built upon what they believed of
Christ.

Because of that, the Church is apostolic. What we profess
on Sunday (the Creed) has its roots in the teaching and
preaching of the apostles after the death, Resurrection and
Ascension of Christ. So, of course, the days upon which we
honor them are observed with a special solemnity, a unique
celebration.

On these days we remember with reverence the first
followers of Christ. We praise God for their witness and for
their steadfastness in the faith.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

DIOCESAN NEWS

BLUE MASS
Tuesday, September 18, 10:30 a.m., Bridgewater

Bishop Paul G. Bootkoski in appreciation for their dedicated
service cordially invites all local, county, state and federal
law enforcement officials who live and work in the diocese
to attend the Annual Blue Mass on Tuesday, September 18,
10:30 a.m., at St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Route 22, in
Bridgewater. Lunch will be served following Mass. For
information, call 732-562-2461 or visit
www.diometuchen.org

FAMILY DAY — A DAY TO EAT DINNER
WITH YOUR CHILDREN

September 24, 2007

All families are encouraged to celebrate Family Day by
eating dinner together on Monday, September 24 and
everyday. More importantly, talk with your children. During
dinner, turn off the TV and let the answering machine record
your calls. Involve the entire family in planning and cooking
the meal if possible. Start a family tradition of beginning
family meals with a prayer or by lighting candles.
Remember to have dessert or consider playing a board
game after dinner to keep the conversations going.

2007 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
"Disciples of Christ...Stewards of His Gifts"

This week marks the beginning of the 2007 Bishop's Annual
Appeal, the campaign to fund the Ministries of the Diocese
of Metuchen. This year's theme invites us to come together
as stewards in response to Christ's call to discipleship. In
today's Gospel, Jesus delivers the parable of the lost son.
This parable speaks to what is important in life—our family
and our faith. Material possessions come and go, but a Son
lost and then found is everything and the father wants to
share whatever he has to celebrate this joyous occasion.

Do we give joyfully and generously as God gives to us?
Please prayerfully consider making your family's gift today!
For more information, please visit the diocesan website at
www.diometuchen.org and click on the BAA banner.

"As each one has received a gift, use itto serve 0 ne
another as good stewards of God's varied grace.”
1 Peter 4:8-10




CATECHESIS

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

“Encountering the Living Christ”

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: Found by God
“Heaven celebrates when we return to God”

Scripture : “Rejoice with me because | have found my lost
sheep . . . because | have found the coin that |
lost . . . because your brother was lost and has
been found.” Luke 15: 1-32

Reflection:  When have you felt the joy and relief at finding
something (or being found) as the shepherd
and the woman in today’s parable felt?

Song: “l Have Loved You” #622
Story : For the light of Dad’s life

Imagine walking away from $21 million in order to get your
child a few hundred miles closer to medical care.

That's exactly what Derek Fisher of the Utah Jazz did for his
infant daughter Tatum, who is battling a rare form of cancer
in her left eye. In April, Tatum was diagnosed with
retinoblastoma, a cancer so rare that only 300 children in
the United States are diagnosed with it each year. Little
Tatum underwent surgery in New York in May and
completed three rounds of chemotherapy. Fisher asked the
Jazz and the NBA to release him from his contract so the
family could be closer to one of the few hospitals in the
country equipped to monitor Tatum's progress.

Twenty-one million dollars is a lot of money for anyone to
walk away from - but Fisher felt it was his duty as Tatum's
dad to do whatever he had to do to make sure she got the
best medical care. He did not consider it a gamble.

"l think the decision was easier because it's about Tatum,
and it's about my family," the veteran guard says. "l think
that [because of] the faith that | have in God, and the faith
that | have in things always working out as they should, | felt
confident we'd be okay as a family.

"l don't feel that basketball is the only way to make a living.
| feel like I'm capable of doing many things to help people
around the country and around the world. | felt confident |
could make the decision not knowing what was to come . . .
Not just as a basketball player but as a man, more than
anything - learning how to be a husband and learning how
to be a father - those are the sacrifices you make for your
family, and you just work it out."

[MSNBC/The Today Show, July 23, 2007.]

Every parent understands Derek Fisher's decision and
would not hesitate to do the same thing. In the three
parables that make up today's Gospel, Jesus reminds us
that it is in just such complete and total compassion for
those we love that we come to know what it means to be
fully human, to realize that we have been made in God's
image, to embrace and be embraced by the Spirit of God's
love that the Father extends to everyone of his sons and
daughters. Faith is the trust to let God open our hearts to
experiencing the joy that comes with putting ourselves last
for the sake of others.

Connections, September 2007

CATECHETICAL SUNDAY

16 September 2007
ENCOUNTERING THE LIVING CHRIST

This weekend we celebrate Catechetical Sunday. This year
the theme is “Encountering the Living Christ.”

Where do we encounter Christ? In many places - in the
Catechetical program however we encounter him basically
in the catechists and the leaders of the Catechetical
programs. Dr. Rose Fay is our director and Annette
Tagliareni is our office administrator. We recognize them
and thank them for their service. We also appreciate the
volunteers who share their faith and other talents to make
the process enjoyable and safe. We thank the catechists
and all those involved in making our program run.

It is important to remember that they, along with those
involved in the Liturgy of the Word for Children set the
model of catechesis at St. John’s. What they do in a formal
setting parents are to do on the off weeks at home or in the
car as they travel home from Mass. Mass is essential for our
catechetical program. It is the source that invigorates all the
catechesis that goes on formally or informally. We are a
Lectionary based program - which means that we take our
source from the Weekend readings. The bulletin always
contains expand reflection of the readings and provide
insight and reflection for the weekends when there are no
formal gatherings.

Then we encounter Christ in our families. It is important to
ask ourselves — “What would Jesus do?” (WWJD)

The way we interact in families has a great bearing on how
Jesus is seen, experienced and encountered. The end
result is that we become aware that others will encounter
Christ through us. During this year of catechesis let us
become more aware of our encounter with Christ. This is
not just for families with children. We are all catechists and
all involved in catechesis by what we say and what we do.
Support this ENCOUNTER WITH CHRIST with prayer and
example.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ADVISORY
BOARD

We are now in search of new members for the Religious
Education Advisory Board. Please consider volunteering
your time to help improve the catechesis of our children.
Contact Rose or Annette at 832-2162 or email:
rosefay@earthlink.net _ for more information.

VALLEY VIEW TRAFFIC VOLUNTEER

We are still in need of at least one more traffic volunteer to
help guard the safety of our children arriving and leaving
Religious Education classes at Valley View School. Please
notify the Office of Catechesis: 832-2162, if you ¢ an
help.

RESPECT LIFE

“Every 38 seconds in America a woman lays her body
down, feeling forced to choose abortion out of a lack of
practical resources and emotional support. Abortion is a
reflection that we have not met the needs of women.”
(Refuse to Choose, Feminist for Life)




FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 15 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $1,275.00 with $63.75 coming to
the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

CALLING ALL QUILT WINNERS!

Would you be willing to put your prize on display? In
conjunction with this year's craft show and quilt raffle, the
Sacristy Stitchers will exhibit their personal handiwork along
with as many formerly raffled quilts as they can gather. The
quilts will be hung on Friday, November 2 and be taken
down after 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 3. If you are
interested in exhibiting your prize, call Barbara G  ates
832-6423, Arminda Barbone 537-2637, or the Parish
Office.

THE RAFFLE TICKETS ARE COMING, THE
RAFFLE TICKETS ARE COMING SOON!

Raffle tickets for this year's quilt will be mailed before the
end of the month. You can participate in this important
fundraiser by purchasing or selling the 2 books of raffle
tickets that will arrive at your homes shortly. Extra tickets
are available. Returns, both money and unsold tickets,
should be made by October 28.

BOOK SALE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Linda Gerristead is in need of volunteers to help set up
September 19, 20 & 21 for the annual book sale and to
clean up on September 23 around noon. Confirmation
students are encouraged to donate their time as one (or
two) of their service projects. We will also be looking for
donations of books, especially newer books.

TAG SALE CLEAN UP HELP NEEDED

Help is needed to clean out items from the tent after the tag
sale this weekend to get ready for the book sale next
weekend. Please help with disposal of items to thrift shops,
groups or people who can use them. If, while you are
helping with the cleaning, you find anything that you would
enjoy owning, consider it yours. As always, THANK YOU
for your support!

10" ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Saturday, September 29, 8:00 a.m., Minebrook Golf
Course

The St. John's Golf Outing will again be held at Minebrook
Golf Course in Hackettstown. Format is an 8:00 a.m.
Shotgun Start. The cost will be $100 per player and includes
greens fee, cart, lunch and prizes.

Sign up sheets are in the Narthex with an envelope for your
checks. We are also soliciting additional sponsors at $100
per hole. Any questions contact Dick Hopkins at 832-
9079, email: dhopkinsl@earthlink.net

LOOKING FOR CRAFT DONATIONS

It's time to start thinking about St. John's annual craft show.
This year's show is going to feature a number of new
innovations. For starters the new name of the show is the
craft and quilt show featuring a showing of handmade quilts
and quilting demonstrations. Although the show is a few
months away, now is time to think about a special talent you
can share. At this year's show we hope to raise $250.00
from the sale of items made by parishioners. To reach this
goal, the craft show committee is looking for handmade
items that can be sold at the St. John's craft table. Please
share your talent and help us reach our goal. Please
contact Sharon Lohrmann at 908-537-7340 or
sharonbill203@embargmail.com to submit items.

SAINT JOHN NEUMANN'S FIRST ANNUAL
WINE, BEER AND FOOD FEST

Save the date...October 5, 2007...7:00-10:00 p.m.

Saint John's will he hosting a fabulous wine, beer and food
festival on October 5 right here in the Church Center. We
will feature over 80 wines and beers from around the world
as well as culinary delights from a number of Hunterdon
County restaurants. Live music will be played as you enjoy
sampling to your hearts content! A silent auction will take
place during the event featuring a wide range of items.

This evening will be a wonderful night out for all our
parishioners and community members, age 21 and older.
However, we cannot do it without you! We need items for
our silent auction...if you would like to make a donation,
contact Bruce Stewart at brucestew326@patmedia.net.
Sign up sheets will be out in the Narthex for volunteers to
assist the evening of the event as well as for other needed
items to make the evening a success. Please be on the
lookout in September.

Thanks to committee members Anthony Destefano, Marie
Dowd, Phillis Baker, Diane and Bruce Stewart, Mary
Connelly and Fran Barbone and also the Wades for their
help.

Any questions or suggestions...please contact Chris ta
Bachman at cpbachman@earthlink.net or Diane Stewart

at dianebrock@patmedia.net.

DONATIONS NEEDED

We are in need of items for the silent auction for the
October 5 Wine/Beer Food Fest. Some ideas could be:

1. Iltalian basket with everything needed to make a romantic
dinner.

2. Basket of wines with bottle bags to have a wine tasting
game with friends.

3. Season pass to Mountain Creek or other ski areas. (If
purchased now, pre-season they are reasonably priced. )

4. Anything you would like to bid on, someone else will also.
Our goal is 25 items, and have 7 items so far. Please
contact Diane Stewart if you can donate 908-713-042 O
or distewart@sbhcs.com

USE CHECKS NOT CREDIT CARDS - IT
DOESN'T DECREASE YOUR
CONTRIBUTION



THANKS TO OUR AUCTION SPONSORS
THIS WEEK

MJ’s Small Engine Repair  James Murray, CPA

456 County Road 513 PO Box 297

Califon, NJ 07830 Califon, NJ 07830
908-832-7242 jim@jamesmurraycpa.com

New York Football Giants New York Jets, LLC.
Giants Stadium 1000 Fulton Ave.

East Rutherford, NJ 07073 Hempstead, NY 11220
201-935-8111

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

COMMUNITY NEWS

FIRST RECONCILIATION PARENT MEETING

The First Reconciliation Parents Meeting  is scheduled for
Sunday, September 23 at 9:00 a.m. in the Valley View
cafeteria.

First Reconciliation Session 1 — Saturday, September 29,
3:30 p.m. in the Church Center

First Reconciliation Session 2 - Saturday, October 13, 3:30
p.m. in the Church Center

CONFIRMATION TROUT LAKE RETREAT

Permission slips (yellow), release (pink) and/or me dical

LADIES DAY OUT

“A Fashion Show & Tea,” Saturday, November 3,
2:00 p.m., Califon Public School

Please help Califon School's 8" grade Girl Scout Troop
#967 raise money for their trip to the Carolinas by coming to
their “Ladies Day Out Fashion Show & Tea” on Saturday,
November 3 from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. at Califon Public
School. What a great day to bond with your mom,
daughter, grandma, aunt, sister, or girlfriends! Admission
is $8.00 for adults and $6.00 for senior citizens o r
children. Tea sandwiches, dessert, and refreshments will
be served. Call Kathy Altavilla at 832-2943 to place your
reservation.

IMMACULATA HIGH SCHOOL HOSTS OPEN
HOUSE

Sunday, October 7, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

On Sunday, October 7 from 1:.00 to 4:00 p.m.,
Immaculata High School located at 240 Mountain Avenue in
Somerville will host its Annual OPEN HOUSE. All middle
school students and their families are encouraged to learn
about Immaculata’s 46 year tradition of excellent
academics, phenomenal campus ministry program with a
strong emphasis on spirituality and service, a highly
regarded marching band, powerhouse athletics, vast array
of clubs, including an award winning Model UN Team, and a
nurturing, caring community. Visit our website at
www.immaculatahighschool.org or call Matt Pitucco,
Director of Admissions at (908) 722-0200, x 218.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF
Beginning Monday, September 24 from 7:00to 9:00 p. m.

A Bereavement Support Program will be held at Immaculate
Conception Church, Annandale, beginning Monday,
September 24 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and will meet for eight
consecutive Mondays. Sessions are confidential and are
held in the lower level of the rectory. Weekly attendance is
encouraged but not mandatory. If you have lost a loved one
by death and are in the stages of grief, you may wish to
consider being a part of this program. For information,
please call Christopher Seitz at 734-2216 or Joan S yron
at 735-4162 or 735-7319.

(green) forms are now DUE to Religious Education.
Confirmandi are to arrive at the Church Center to leave for
their overnight retreat promptly on Friday, September 21st
at 3:30pm. They will return Saturday, Sept. 22nd evening
at approximately 9:00pm. Special thanks to Gerry Brisson
for once again heading up the Trout Lake Team, and to his
team members who have worked hard to make this a
special weekend for the Confirmandi. They are: Chris
Bitters, Gary Porto, Jack Lacy, Cathy Gagen, Tanya
Dainoski, Nate Connolly, Angela Tagliareni, John La  cy,
John Niemiec, Carol Lamperti and Pat Dattler . Any last
minute questions please contact Annette or Rose at 832-
2162.

The Confirmandi Retreat Mass  will be celebrated
September 23 at 12:15 p.m.. All teens in the parish are
invited to celebrate this Youth Mass, especially those
preparing for Confirmation (CP Il & CPIII).

CONFIRMATION PRAYER SPONSOR
LETTERS

Parishioner letters, along with parent and sponsor letters,
will be handed to the candidates at the Trout Lake Retreat
on September 21. These letters are now overdue. If you
have yet to hand in a letter, please do so promptly and bring
it to the Office of Catechesis in the Office Center. Prayer
sponsors: please keep the candidate’s picture in your home
and continue praying for them as they journey towards
celebrating Confirmation on October 14 at the 12:15 p.m.
Mass.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, December 7, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — December 7
at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the process
please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or use the
online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

Thoughts on Stewardship

The father in today’s Gospel searches for
his son. Even though his youngest son is
“dead” to his family, the father never stops
looking for him, or hoping that his beloved
child will return to life among them. When
the son returns, his father runs to embrace
him. What gives us hope is that God never stops looking for
us. We, too, are greeted with open arms and a royal
banquet each time we gather for Mass.
As we reflect on Stewardship we may ask how this parable
is lived out in life. We are the arms and hands, feet and
voice of Christ. We are the ones who make Christ present.
In the liturgical celebration we greet people at the entrance
of the church or as they sit among us. We miss them when
they are not there. We inquire where they are and if
everything is all right. This sharing of time and interest are
about stewardship. We may extend this by giving them a
call or making a visit. Those involved in the ministry of the
liturgy also reach out by distributing communion or
practicing and proclaiming the Word of God so that it can be
heard and understood. All of this is a ministry of time.
Preparing the readings, being present to each individual
who comes to communion, greeting those around us,
stopping to talk to others after Mass. How do you share your
Time in weekly worship and prayer? How do you touch
others?

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

78 Responses from 393 Families
69 Time & Talent, 65 Treasure, 21 Youth

We can hear God speaking to us today in the words of the
father to his elder son: “You are with me always, and
everything | have is yours.” What is my response to such
remarkable generosity? Do | give joyfully and generously
as God gives to me?

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS
Monday, September 17 - Angel Needed a.m.
- J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, September 18 - F. Kennedy p.m.

Wednesday, September 19 - Angel Needed p.m.
Thursday, September 20 - B. Pannone p.m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

September 15 & 16 - M. Stout 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- J. Varcadipane 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

September 22 & 23 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m.
- V. Santoro 8:00 a.m.
- C. Manbeck 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of September 16 - L. Livoti
Week of September 23 - A. Dalpe
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
September 21 - Team C
September 28 - Team D
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
September 21 - D. Chin
September 28 - A. Giametta

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For September 10, 2006

112 Weekly DONOTS........ovvveeeeiiiiiiiieeee e $2,998.00
49 Monthly DONOTS........ceeeiiiiieeiiieee e $8,564.00
LOOSE MONEY......oeieeciiiiieciiie ettt $81.00
Total oo $11,643.00

For September 9, 2007 (393 Families)

109 WeeKly DONOIS......cceeviriiieeeiee e siveesiee e $3,079.00
36 Monthly DONOIS.......cccveeiiieeiieeciie e $3,098.00
LOOSE MONEY......oiiiiiieeeciiiee et $140.00
B o] v= | OOt $6,317.00
WEEKIY NEEU ......cveeiiiieciee e eevive e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
AUGUSE ...ttt e $7,212.00
JUIY o $6,103.00
JUNIE oo $7,029.00
VY .o $6,439.00
ADIIL e $6,234.00
MarCh ...ooooiiiiiie $6,926.00
FEBruary......oooov i $7,126.00
JANUATY ©.eiviiieiee et e $6,699.00
DECEMDEY ... $7,868.00
NOVEMDE ... $6,845.00
(@01 0] 1= SE PR P PSR PPPPPPPPPPPRPIR $6,556.00
SEPEMDET .o $7,430.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For September 9, 2007

Weekly Monthly
8 5.00 | = 40.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
13 10.00 | = 130.00 2 20.00 | = 40.00
2 12.00 | = 24.00 1 25.00 | = 25.00
8 15.00 | = 120.00 1 33.00 | = 33.00
25 20.00 | = 500.00 2 40.00 | = 80.00
22 25.00 | = 550.00 6 50.00 | = 300.00
4 30.00 | = 120.00 3 60.00 | = 180.00
5 35.00 | = 175.00 1 70.00 | = 70.00
5 40.00 | = 200.00 2 75.00 | = 150.00
7 50.00 | = 350.00 2 80.00 | = 160.00
1 60.00 | = 60.00 8 | 100.00 | = 800.00
3 75.00 | = 225.00 2| 125.00 | = 250.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00 2| 150.00 | = 300.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00 2 200.00 | = 400.00
3 100.00 | = 300.00 1 300.00 | = 300.00
1 110.00 | = 110.00 | 17 3735.00
109 3079.00




PARISH NEWS

SUMMER THANKS

Thanks to all who did work to make summer alive and well
groomed this past season

The Zelesny family, the Rojas family, the Germino
family, the King family, Bruce Stewart, Eleanor Hor  an,
Lauren Mullen, Art Slinger, Al Sterphone, Bill Zele  sny
who cut the Neumann Residence lawn, Rita Price,
Maureen Stout, Veronica Drucker, Anita Sawczuk , and
anyone else that has slipped my mind but not my prayers
and God'’s recognition.

They kept lawn, church plaza and Project Earth garden,
blooming, producing, beautifying, picked and watered.
Thanks from all at St. John’s but especially the pastor.

THANK YOU

Thanks to Tom Bennett, Pete Cangelosi, Lyle Garcia,
Fred Heimall, Dick Hopkins, Alan Janks, Lou Livoti,
Mike Lynch, and Ed Minch for putting up the tent on the
Church grounds. Also thanks to Doug Hingos for helping
to put up the tables and Al Sterphone for coming in to help
out with some of the maintenance items around the Church.

PARISH HISTORY COMMITTEE
Tuesday, September 18, 2:30 p.m., Office Center

The next meeting of the History Committee will be at 2:30
p.m. on Tuesday, September 18 in the Seton Room at the
Office Center. To discuss/decide:

Preferred outline of Anniversary Brochure.

Display of programs at Concert?

Participation in Parish Historian's workshop 9/22

We still need pictures of dedication, and sacraments

in host churches.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, September 30

The parish picnic will be held on Sunday, September 30
after the 12:15 p.m. Mass until dusk. Watch the bulletin for
more information. If anyone is interested in buying a
spot on the hot air balloon ride on the day of the picnic,
please call the Office Center. We have two spots o pen.

DUCK RACE

Ducks for the rubber duck race held at the parish picnic will
be available starting this weekend. It's the same buck a
duck, 6 for $5 and 13 for $10.

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

October 21, 2007 — Concert — 2:00 p.m.

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass — Bishop
Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — Gala Picnic to conclude the celebration

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP THANKS

This marked the 15" year of CHWC. It was started in
Florida by Steve and Lisa Walker with 100 teens. This year
there were approximately 10,000 participants at 35 sites.

In July, 39 of us traveled to Groton, MA and joined about
200 others from lllinois, Minnesota, Ohio, Connecticut and
Massachusetts for a week of service, faith and fun. As one
interesting aside, the next smallest parish to St. John’s had
over 2,000 families. On Sunday, September 9 we gathered
at Mass to share some of our experiences.

The summer volunteer experience for our teens has roots
and hopefully wings. In recent years SIN has participated
in CHWC, Young Neighbors in Action, and the Appalachian
Service Project. We would not be here without the early
involvement of Marybeth Harrison, Marion Ditzel, Susan
Schessler, Gerry Brisson, Anne Germino, Judy Wade,
Maggie Reluzco, Tom Novak, Eileen Papson, Mike
Connolly, France Kennedy, Jim Murray, Cathy Dauvis,
Pam Casserly, Patti Sullivan, Ron Manbeck, Bill
Harrison and Fr. Simo.

Thank you to everyone who has worked to make this year's
program possible: Fr. Bill, Maureen Stout, Sharon Janks,
Rita Price, Annette Tagliareni, Bernice Rude, Miche lle
Pennucci, the breakfast Moms, our generous gas/toll
donators, the Italian Dinner crew, the Music Minist ers,
and the Boy Scout Council who loaned us their trailer.
This year my gratitude also goes to the chaperones:
Maureen Ferraro, Roger Malone, Cathy Bennett, Joan
Eacovalle and double time to Flory Cook , who returned
after going to Lancaster last year. They all took a leap of
faith this summer without having any idea where they would
fall.

We certainly plan on offering this opportunity next summer,
although the destination and dates have not yet been
determined. Earl Roberts will be adding a section to the
parish web site for CHWC information and updates as soon
as | create it. We need adult help as chaperones, so please
consider this ministry. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact Mary Connolly at
mandmconnolly@earthlink.net.

One final note: the teens were fabulous!

FATHERS SIMO AND ILIJA RETURN

Father Simo Marsi (fondly known as Father Boomerang)
and Father llija Orkic return to Bosnia on Wednesday.
Father Simo goes back to Sarajevo to continue Youth
Ministry (Campus and high school groups in parishes and
maintenance of the John Paul Il Youth Center) and Father
llija to his parish in Slatina.

We appreciate their visit and their help and company over
the past month. Not only do they put us in touch with the
church in Bosnia-Herzegovina but bring joy and a different
perspective to our community. We thank them for joining us
and pray for their safe return and a good year in ministry.
We hope that they will boomerang back to us in the near
future. May God go with them.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

You will notice that the heads of Christ have returned to the
Stations of the Cross with a new look. Thanks to Scott
Mastroianni (who originally placed the stations as an Eagle
Project) they have been refurbished. The first attempt at
waterproofing them failed. Scott made inquiries and
restored them with a new waterproofing. Thanks to Scott
and whoever assisted him in this project. We appreciate his
concern in keeping up with his Eagle Scout project.
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