The word of the Lord remains forever!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
October 13 & 14

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, October 7— Twenty-seventh Sunday in
Ordinary Time/Mortgage Collection
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, October 8 — Weekday
Columbus Day/Office Closed
10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center)

Tuesday, October 9 — Ss. Denis & Companions, John
Leonardi
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, October 10 — Weekday
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
2:40 p.m. Valley View Evacuation Drill (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, October 11 — Weekday
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, October 12 — Weekday
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, October 13 — Weekday
3:30 p.m. First Reconciliation Session 2 (Church
Center)
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Practice (Church Center)

Sunday, October 14 — Food Pantry Weekend
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)
12:15 p.m. Confirmation (Church Center)

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ... Fr. Mickiewicz
0= To3 (o SRR M. Lynch
AIAr SEIVETS ... R. Price
Ministers of the Eucharist ..................... B. Garcia, L. Garcia,
............................... C. Drzewiecki, D. Lance, M. MacKenzie
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ......oooooovviieiiieieee e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=To3 (o] G. Wilson
AlLAr SEIVEN ... Mastro Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ...........cccoevveennn.. J. Sima, D. Sima,
......................................... B. Gates, J. Klawunn, T. Klawunn
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant .....ccooooovviiiiiiec e Fr. Mickiewicz
LBCTON ...ttt J. Murray
AlLAr SEIVEN ... Hunt Family
Ministers of the Eucharist .............. B. Martalus, R. Martalus,
................................................... E. Lacy, M. McCall, C. Frey
Sunday Confirmation 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant........ccooveeei i Fr. Mickiewicz
I =Tox (o] OO PRURRR K. Kucharski
Ministers of the Eucharist .............. C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny,

......................................... D. Kelemen, M. Wickel, D. Wickel

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
This Weekend

Our attention focuses on the first weekend of October on
the road to Oz again. This monthly collection assists us in
meeting our monthly mortgage payment. This collection
along with our fundraisers make this payment possible.
Thanks to the faithful that make this possible every month.
Last month 126 families gave $5,000.00 for our mont  hly
need of $6,707.00. Thank you for your continued support.

2007 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

"Disciples of Christ...Stewards of His Gifts"

BY SUPPORTING THE BISHOP’'S ANNUAL APPEAL YOU
ARE HELPING...

OUR DIOCESE to sustain its ministries,

OUR PARISH to continue valuable pastoral outreach
programs,

YOURSELF to strengthen your relationship with Christ, the
Church and your neighbors.

It is important that we all support the 2007 Bishop’s Annual
Appeal.

Your gift or pledge — no matter the size —
will truly make a difference.

CONFIRMATION

Sunday, October 14, 12:15 p.m. Mass
Very Rev. J. William Mickiewicz, Celebrant
All are welcome!




TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME - Year C

God’s revelation to us is expressed not only in scripture but
also in our tradition of teaching and action (CCC #74-98).
Paul uses a familiar banking image to describe tradition as a
“deposit of faith” on which we can draw when our faith is
low. When we need an increase, God gives us the grace
that we need so that we might become servants of one
another as Jesus wanted his followers to be (CCC #1987-

2005).

INCREASE OUR FAITH

Today, faith, faithfulness and due
service are tied together. These
are parts of the bargain between
God and humankind. It is
ordinary to do what you are
supposed to do witnessing to the
Lord and relying on the power of

God.

Jesus did the same.

Extraordinarily, God is relying on
us to continue the work of the
Messiah, bearing hardships for the sake of the Good News
in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. We have
something precious to look after and proclaim — the Holy
Spirit living and working in us.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, October 9
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, October 10
9:30 a.m. Maynard Scott req. Grant Family

Friday, October 12
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, October 13
5:30 p.m. Anthony & Gloria Pannella req. Mastroianni
Family

Sunday, October 14
8:00 a.m. Marie Nieves Humaidan req. John & Pat
Anderson
10:30 a.m. Arlene Irace req. Carroll Family
12:15 p.m. Confirmation Class of 2007

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford
Katelynn Fortenbacker
Ted Gaardsmoe
Helen Galligan

Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Andrew Grant
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosalie Karkoska
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn

Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
James S. Quartuccio
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Benjamin Sawczuk
Gail Sawczuk

Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Woijcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, October 8
Office Closed
7:15 p.m. Film Symposium (Away)

Tuesday, October 9
Bulletin
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Spiritual Life (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, October 10
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, October 11
9:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, October 12
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, October 13
7:00 p.m. Confirmation Rehearsal (Church Center)

Sunday, October 14
12:15 p.m. Confirmation (Church Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Dr. Richard G. Jones -
Emily Woznica — Norma DiFranco - Joan
Constantino — Katy Parisi-Moore — Andrew
Ponsini — Frances Rishkofski

Deceased: Joan Costantino , friend of the Simila & Barbone
families; Katy Parisi-Moore ; Andrew Ponsini , friend of Pam &
Kevin Dean; Frances Rishkofski , friend of Lucille Zmuda. May
they find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and
may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.

Parish Office Closed
Monday, October 8, Columbus Day



SOCIAL MINISTRY

MONSTROUS

On September 6 the president of the Pontifical Academy for
Life said that the British decision to approve creation of
“hybrid” human/animal embryos is “a monstrous act against
human dignity.” Speaking on Vatican Radio, Bishop Elio
Sgreccia said the British government had “crumbled when
confronted by requests from a group of immoral scientists.”
The government backed away from plans to outlaw the
research on hybrid embryos (part human/part animal) under
heavy pressure from researchers. (see “Chimera” — Sept. 2
CCSJN-Bulletin)

Reporting media have quickly moved away from using the
word chimera to describe the hybrid embryo because of the
obvious negative association with Greek Mythology and
instead are using “cytoplasmic” hybrid to describe the
embryo. Julian Hitchcock, senior life sciences lawyer at Mills
& Reeves law firm London, said: “The thoroughness of the
HFEA’s (Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority)
consultation, which differed greatly from the government’s in
providing an explanation of the work involved, has reached
a very different — and welcome — result, which augurs well
for stem cell research and enterprise. It will hopefully
persuade the chief medical officer Sir Liam Donaldson, who
has previously voiced doubts about chimera/hybrid research
that the public truly is on board.” Fiona Fox, director of the
Science Media Centre in London, agreed: “The HFEA
consultation on public attitudes to human/animal embryos
shows that when the public feel they understand the science
and can see, which diseases the researchers are trying to
tackle, support swings strongly in favor of allowing
research.”

This issue is not just a question of understanding the
science and potential benefits of such research, but also the
potential risks, plus moral and ethical question that need to
be resolved before any such research is undertaken.
Chimeras have already been created and only God knows
what else. Research has been going on for several years in
China with the help of several national companies. The
world already faces potential problems before most of its
inhabitants are aware of what is taking place.

Undoubtedly, all these topics will become increasingly
important since they are “human life” issues and the Church
could find itself defending the right to life of a genetically
engineered being because of its human component. What
about a soul? In the months and years ahead, we will
certainly hear more on this subject. Let us pray and work
toward a prudent method of handling such research and
that it is in keeping with God’s will.

The British legislation was presented as containing no moral
or ethical problems! - Thus, the reason for the Bishop’s
comment concerning the scientist in his address.

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY TO HELP

The Bernadine Franciscan sisters operate The Villa of Our
Lady Retreat House in Mt. Pocono, Pennsylvania. They
have been given a unigque opportunity to obtain much
needed financial help with which they hope to replace a
seventy-year-old stove and kitchen equipment through a
special Pennsylvania State Gaming Commission licensing
program.

Earlier this year, Mount Airy Casino Resort located across

the street from the retreat house was awarded a state
gaming license for slots. As part of the state licensing
process two “test days” are required prior to the official
opening of the casino. Proceeds over and above that day's
expenses must be donated to a Pennsylvania charity and
Louis DeNaples, owner of the resort, has designated the
Villa as one of two designated charities.

The oval-shaped casino will house 2,500 electronic gaming
machines and the assortment of games goes way beyond
the old fashioned reel-spinning types. They will include
themed video slots, video poker, blackjack, craps, and
roulette games, with electronic dealers and celebrity slots.
According to CEO Joseph D'Amato, the $412 million Mount
Airy Casino Resort will include a 144 room hotel with
multiple dining and entertainment facilities. The doors are
scheduled to open to the public on Monday, October 15.
The test day involving the Villa donation will occur on
Saturday — October 13 from 4:00 p.m. until midnight and
admittance is by invitation only under supervision of the
Pennsylvania State Gaming Commission.

You_should receive an invitation in_the mail to thi S
event and will have the opportunity to participate in
support of the sister’s retreat house.

For those who may not be familiar with the Catholic
Church’s teaching on gambling the following excerpt is
offered from the P.A. Catholic Conference of Bishops:

“We wish to clarify, first of all, that the Catholic Church,
according to its traditional theology does not consider
gambling to be intrinsically evil. In fact, we recognize that
properly controlled, gambling can have positive aspects,
such as the provision of legitimate recreation, the
generation of funds for acceptable causes, and in some
cases, the enhancement of local economies. There are,
however, certain principles governing the intentions of the
person who gambles as well as the structure of the activity
itself which determine its morality in particular situations.
Traditional Catholic teaching maintains that gambling is
morally acceptable when all of the following conditions are
met:

1. The money or possessions wagered are not
needed to support one's family or to fulfill other just

obligations.

2. A person participates freely.

3. The revenues derived from gambling are not used
to support any illegal or immoral enterprise.

4. The games of chance are operated fairly and every
participant has an equal chance of winning or
losing.

The sisters who operate the retreat are all in their seventies
or eighties. Having retired from the teaching or nursing
ministries, they work full-time in the service of those
attending retreats and they need our help. If you enjoy this
type of activity please consider participating in this event.
Since there are strict controls during these test days, we are
not sure if the invitation can be given to another party.
Please consult the information contained in the invitation
when it arrives and if it is not prohibited and you cannot
attend, pass it along to someone who will use it.



COLD WEATHER CLOTHING DRIVE

Well, the cool breezes of fall have already made their way
through the valley and those short on cold weather clothing
will soon feel the sting of need. You can help by gathering
good new or useable cold weather clothing — coats, hats,
gloves or new thermal underwear (mens’ or ladies’ - any
size) and donating it during our “Cold Weather Clothing
Drive” beginning this Sunday — September 30 and ending
October 28.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, October 25, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.H.

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take
place on Thursday, October 25 from 10:00 a.m. until noon.
Please consider joining us and spending some time with the
residents - they really look forward to our visits. Children
are always welcome!! If you would like to provide a

snack or if you would like more information, please call
Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548. Nancy DuBubeau and Barb
Pfeufer will continue in this monthly ministry unti | the

end of the year while we wait for some new voluntee rs
to take their place. If_you can coordinate this onc e a
month visit, please call or email Earl.

SHIP
Monday, October 8, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, October 8. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items,

please call Anne Germino at 439-9335. All items must be
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning,
October 8. Thank you for your continued support of this

Ministry.

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND
Next Weekend

October 14 is our Food Pantry Weekend this month. The
following items in any quantity would help: cake mixes,
canned icing, cereal, canned coffee, tea, pasta, pa sta
sauce, grated cheese, salad dressing, canned veggie s,
canned fruit and snacks (nuts, granola bars, cookie S,
etc.)

As always, please remember to check the expiration date of
the item and be sure it extends past the scheduled delivery
date. We will not knowingly distribute anything that is out of
date. Our next large-scale food delivery will be the
November — Thanksgiving distribution to those in need.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the first working
referral number in New
Jersey and part of a National
Initiative to Link People with
Community Services. 2-1-1 is to Information & Referral,
what 9-1-1 is to emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1! Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a
loved one who is on military deployment. Several families in
St. John's community have lived with the emotional roller
coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact
Marian and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike
Mastro (537-6224), or Catherine McVicker (303-0907) at
any time .




EVANGELIZATION

SHOWING YOUR FAITH

When it comes to faith matters, what one says is often less
important than what one does. Actions are a powerful way
to spread the good news of Jesus the Christ in daily life.
People will take notice and be attracted to both us and the
faith if we apply it in our private and public life.

One way to do it is to see Jesus in all those in need without
qualification or judgment. Those who understand the
mission of Evangelization don't just write checks although
financial assistance is a key element of any undertaking.
Evangelizers reach out to the sick, homebound, troubled,
hungry, homeless and imprisoned. “Hands on” work in
service to the poor underscores to others that we take our
faith seriously.

If nothing else we need to pray for those who have the time
and ability to work on a day to day basis with those less
fortunate. Both those praying and those prayed for receive
the benefit of God’s loving grace. In addition those studying
the faith and seeking to experience a conversion of heart
need our prayerful support. We are, as children of God,
brothers and sisters. Keeping that in mind helps us show
respect and concern for each other including those we
dislike.

Disrespect because of race, sex or economic status not only
is anti-Christian but should move us to action to alleviate
such situations. By showing respect for others we have a
better chance of opening minds and hearts to the Gospel
message.

Evangelization begins at home with husbands and wives
helping each other to take their faith seriously and grow in it.
Later, some are blessed with children and given the
opportunity to teach them how to pray and practice their
faith, especially by attending Mass and receiving Jesus in
the Eucharist.

While most people would prefer not to be referred to as a
“religious fanatic” or “holy roller,” we should act in keeping
with the needs of those who are at risk of losing their souls.
We should do what we can to reach the “un-churched,”
“barely churched” and “submariners” (those who only
surface for holydays/holidays). Catholic Evangelization does
not require us to knock at every door, rather it requires us to
perform in the image of Christ and tug at every heart.

BAPTISM TEAM MEMBER(S) NEEDED

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple
willing to join our Baptism Ministry team. As a team member
you assist in helping to equip parents attending St. John’s
Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of
the Sacrament. In addition each individual or team couple
assists in a welcoming manner as host at an assigned
infant's Baptism.

To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing
member of the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
with a desire to help parents and godparents understand the
Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy
associated with it. The program is currently offered quarterly
based on need.

If God's grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this
ministry please call Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or em  ail >
earlroberts@eatrthlink.net !

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team is actually working on two videos,
the first is a remake of our Welcome Video for new
parishioners and the second is a 25" Anniversary Video.
The first project is allowing the team to perfect the process
of storyboarding and producing a video from which the
second and larger undertaking will benefit. The new
Welcome Video will be ready by the end of the year. If you
have any suggestions or wish to volunteer to work o n
this project please call or email Earl Roberts.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
December 2, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center
Newcomers are invited to attend the December 2
Discovery Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At
that time, staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers
and present information on the past history and present
focus of the parish. Important: It is essential that anyone
wishing to participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the
Parish Office, 832-2513 or _via the form on the pari _sh
website — www.ccsjn.org A packet of materials is
prepared especially for each family.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

RESPECT LIFE

On this Respect Life Sunday, the prophet Habakkuk speaks
directly to those involved in the struggle to promote respect
for human life: “Destruction and violence are before me,
there is strife, and clamorous discord,” the Lord replies,
“Write down this vision clearly upon the tablets...for the
vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will not
disappoint...” (Habakkuk, 1:2-3).
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ORDINARY TIME DURING FALL

As the season of summer begins to wane and the first signs
of autumn appear, one may notice the liturgies of the
Church begin to shift as well. In the readings and prayers
of Sunday Mass there is a change of focus and attention.
Where the scriptures of summer spoke of discipleship and
the way a follower of Christ should live, the readings of
autumn begin to point us to the end times and the return of
Christ in glory.

Notice that a sense of urgency begins to creep into the
readings and texts of the Sunday Mass. In just a few
weeks, we will hear the Gospel in which Jesus asks, “When
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18, the Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time,
October 21.)

These references to the eschaton (the term theologians use
for the “end times”) begin to enter more and more into the
readings and texts of the liturgy. As the liturgical year winds
down, we are pointed toward the end of time when the
kingdom of God will be established in its entirety. This is
the kingdom which God established in Eden, which was
altered by original sin. This is the kingdom of God about
which John the evangelist wrote when he described a “new
heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 21:1).

These themes will dominate the Sunday liturgy until we
celebrate the end of the liturgical year and the great
solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King on the last

Sunday of Ordinary Time. The closer we get to this
solemnity, the more we will be drawn into the life we are
meant to live through our Baptism: the life of joy and
happiness, which has been the promise to those who are
faithful since the creation of the world.

Written by D. Todd Williamson, Copyright 2006,
Archdiocese of Chicago, Liturgy Training Publications.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

FIRST RECONCILIATION

First Reconciliation Session 2 - Saturday, October 13, 3:30
p.m. in the Church Center
First Reconciliation Session 3 - Saturday, October 27, 3:30
p.m. in the Church Center

CONFIRMATION
Sunday, October 14, 2007, 12:15 Mass

The Confirmation Class of 2007 will celebrate the
sacrament on Sunday, October 14. Father Mickiewicz has
been delegated by the Bishop to celebrate the sacrament
for 32 of our confirmandi. The celebration will take place at
the 12:15 p.m. Mass. All are welcome to join in the
celebration and pray for the confirmandi and the parish.
Please keep them in your prayers. Their pictures are posted
at the Prayer Station in the Narthex.

CONFIRMATION PRACTICE AND
RECONCILIATION

Saturday, October 13, 7:00 p.m.

Confirmation practice for Confirmandi and their sponsors
will be held in the Church Center on Saturday, October 13
at 7:00 p.m. If your sponsor cannot make the practice,
someone from your family needs to stand in for them and
communicate their part to your sponsor. The celebration of
Reconciliation for all Confirmandi will follow the practice.
Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, October 14 at
the 12:15 p.m. Mass.

SPECIAL THANKS

Last weekend our 2007 Confirmandi attended an overnight
retreat in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania to prepare them for
their final journey to Confirmation. A special thank you goes
to Gerry Brisson who was the Team Leader for the
weekend. Gerry’s team consisted of adult and teen leaders:
Chris Bitters, Nate Connolly, Tanya Dainoski, Cathy
Gagen, Jack & John Lacy, John Niemiec, Gary Porto,
Angela Tagliareni, and parent chaperones, Pat Dattler
and Carol Lamperti. The team did a fabulous job
preparing the Confirmandi for their Sacrament. Thanks to
everyone who was involved in its success.

A Retreat Youth Mass was celebrated on Sunday to
culminate the weekend. Thanks to the Confirmandi who
participated in the ministries of the Mass and did a fabulous
job:  Jacquelyn Arndt, Gabrielle Benson, Brittany
Dattler, Shane DeStefano, Sarah Fleming, Kristen
Harrison, Katherine Hill, Andrew Hopkins, Christen
Kelemen, Laura King, Laura Lacy, Laura Lamperti,
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Jason Minch, Brad Newman, Nick Porto, Patrick
Richardson, Paul Vitale, Clare Zelesny, and also our adult
and teen leaders Maggie Baumann, Gerry Brisson, Jack
Lacy, John Niemiec, Tanya Dainoski, and Tammy
Housel who lead the music ministry.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, December 7, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — December 7
at 7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the process
please call the parish Office Center at 832-2513 or use the
online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

Patrick Gallic, a young missionary from our diocese. Call
732-562-19007 ext. 1707 for more information.

FUND RAISING

DIOCESAN NEWS

HELP WANTED

The Catholic Spirit , the official newspaper of the Diocese
of Metuchen, seeks a Part Time Sales Associate to solicit
advertising for its weekly publication.

Reporting to the Editor In Chief, you will be responsible for
meeting with and soliciting advertising sales from
businesses and organizations throughout Somerset,
Middlesex, Hunterdon, and Warren counties. You will also
be responsible for preparing and presenting effective and
professional ad campaigns.

The ideal candidate will be a well organized, detail oriented,
and reliable self-starter; possess strong interpersonal and
communications skills; have an outstanding ability to
organize, multi-task; have a proven record of consistently
meeting sales objectives; and possess solid PC skills.
Compensation includes a base salary with
commissions. Interested candidates should forward their
resume to personnel@diometuchen.org

DRAFT STUDY OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

To read a draft of the strategic plan proposed for Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Metuchen, please Vvisit
www.diometuchen.org and then click on the box "Draft
Study of Catholic Schools.”

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY FAMILY
CELEBRATION

Sunday, October 21, 10:45 a.m.

Meet at St. Francis Cathedral in Metuchen to walk through
the neighborhood, “going the extra mile for kids in need of
Jesus” and back to the cathedral for noon Mass with Bishop
Hughes and share a simple mission lunch and listen to

CALLING ALL QUILT WINNERS!

Would you be willing to put your prize on display? In
conjunction with this year's craft show and quilt raffle, the
Sacristy Stitchers will exhibit their personal handiwork along
with as many formerly raffled quilts as they can gather. The
quilts will be hung on Friday, November 2 and be taken
down after 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, November 3. If you are
interested in exhibiting your prize, call Barbara G ates
832-6423, Arminda Barbone 537-2637, or the Parish
Office.

ANNUAL QUILT RAFFLE

Raffle tickets should have arrived at your homes. You can
help to make this important fundraiser a huge success by
purchasing and/or selling the two books of tickets. All
tickets need to be accounted for, so please return your
money or unsold tickets by October 28.

WANT HELP SELLING QUILT RAFFLE
TICKETS?

Check Out the Website!

Go to www.ccsjn.org and click on "Down the Road" to see a
picture of this year's raffle quilt.

By right-clicking on the image then clicking on "Copy Image"
you can paste a copy it into an email that you can send to
your family and friends to help you sell your raffle tickets!

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 21 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $2,400.00 with $120.00 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

USE CHECKS NOT CREDIT CARDS - IT
DOESN'T DECREASE YOUR
CONTRIBUTION

THANKS TO OUR AUCTION SPONSORS
THIS WEEK

Pelican Swim & Ski Center Pets Pets Pets

PO Box 36 Victorian Square
Route 22 East 438 County Route 513
Whitehouse, NJ 08888 Califon, NJ 07830
www.pelicanski.com 908-832-0533
908-534-2534

Phil's Pizzeria & Ristorante  Pine Creek Miniature Golf
Long Valley Plaza 394 Route 31 North
Route 513 West Amwell, NJ 08551
Long Valley, NJ 07853 609-466-3803
908-876-4418




CATECHESIS

“Encountering the Living Christ”

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: The Impossible Made Possible
“Jesus challenges us to recognize the power of
faith”

Scripture :  “If you have faith the size of a mustard see, you
would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted
and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you."

Luke 17: 5-10

Reflection: How can we increase our faith when faith is a
gift?

Doubt is an invitation to a deeper faith. What
do you think?

Song: “Your Words are Spirit and Life” #536
Story : Stone Soup: “You matter”

Jan Eliot's daily comic strip Stone Soup chronicles the
adventures of two middle-aged sisters, Valerie and Joan,
and their families.
In a recent story line, Grandma Stone has dragooned
teenagers Holly and Andy into working on a Habitat for
Humanity project. It is the teens' first experience doing this
kind of work - and for the benefit of someone they don't
even know! But, under Grandma's watchful eye, they put
aside their adolescent angst and get into the spirit of the
project.
As they see the house take shape, Andy and Holly are
struck by what they have done.
"Wow, Holly," Andy says, "we helped put up the walls of this
house!"
"Truly amazing, huh?" Holly agrees.
"In three weeks, a family that needed a home will move in
here . . . and we made it happen!!"
In the last panel, the pair stands in the midst of the new
house, awed by what they have been a part of. And Andy
simply says:
"Kinda makes you think you matter."
[Stone Soup by Jan Eliot, August 11, 2007.)
The message of the Gospel mustard seed is exactly what
Andy and Holly discover in their contributions to the Habitat
house: each one of us matters. The nails we pound to
provide a home for the poor, the casseroles we make for
families struggling through difficult times, the hours we
spend simply listening to the hurting, the lost and
despairing, all matter. Every simple act of ours in which the
love and compassion of God emerges matters. The
mustard seed challenges us to grab hold of the
opportunities we have for planting and reaping a harvest of
justice, compassion and reconciliation in our own piece of
the earth.

Connections, October 2007

RELIGIOUS ED ADVISORY BOARD

We are now in search of new members for the Religious
Education Advisory Board. Please consider volunteering
your time to help improve the catechesis of our children.
Contact Rose or Annette at 832-2162 or email:
rosefay@earthlink.net  for more information.

VALLEY VIEW TRAFFIC VOLUNTEER

We are still in need of at least one more traffic volunteer to
help guard the safety of our children arriving and leaving
Religious Education classes at Valley View School. Please
notify the Office of Catechesis: 832-2162, if you ¢ an
help.

PARISH NEWS

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

October 21, 2007 — Concert — 2:00 p.m.

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass — Bishop
Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — Gala Picnic to conclude the celebration

WHAT A DAY FOR A PICNIC!

Thanks be to God for the great weather last Sunday.

The duck race was won by the Upwood family and
Veronica Upwood went up in the balloon with 3 other
parishioners.

Thanks to all who made the day possible under the direction
of Jim and Joanne Murray and Pete and Mary Cangelosi .
Their names are listed below.

| think this was our 24™ picnic. What a great tradition! |
hope that none of those live animals stayed behind. | know
that the pig didn't make it out of here except in the full
bellies of those who enjoyed the delicious meat supplied by
the Brock-Stewart Family .

PICNIC THANK YOUS

Tent Crew: Pete Cangelosi, Ron Pojedinec, Alan Janks,
Art Slinger, Fred Heimall

Kitchen: - Mary Cangelosi Arminda Barbone, Barbara
Gates, Phyllis Baker, Martha McCall, Therese Shick

Set up and clean up: - Tents, tables, chairs etc.

Pete Cangelosi, Ron Pojedenic, Alan Janks, Gabriell e
Benson, Peter Benson, Kevin Bilicki, Mo Bilicki, Ja rek
Olesiak, Lou Livoti, Art Slinger, Fred Heimall.

Christa Bachman's son Ben ran the snow cone machine
and Ron Pojednik's grandson Kyle  was the clown and
snow cone machine helper. Rita Price and Eileen McCabe
sponsored the animal show. Mary Pat MacKenzie and
Mike Griffin sponsored the hot air balloon ride. Tom
Klawunn ran the duck race and contributed financially
toward the cost. Chip and Josh Mullen and Doug Hingos
coordinated the duck collections. Jim Vigilante took care
of the music. Pete Cangelosi coordinated the grills, tents,
setup - cleanup. He had many helpers. Diane Brock and
Bruce Stewart contributed and cooked the pig roast.

JoAnn Murray assisted with coordinating the rentals,
balloon ride, animal show, shopping.

Thank you to anyone we may have forgotten.

BOOK SALE THANKS

Thanks to the following parishioners who helped with the
book sale this year: Daniel and Leslie Brady, Amanda
and Kathy Altavilla, Art Slinger, Marian Ditzel, Hu nt
Patterson, Angie D'Armiento, Tori Sansone, Erin Mil  ler,
Steve Gemma, Erin Shannon, Patrick Richardson,
Regina DeStefano, Liz Livoti, Andy and Mary Kozlows ki,
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Veronica Drucker, lole Matthews, Claire & Ricky Cow  an,
Nicolette Niemiec, Aleece Behr, Jessica Tursi, The
entire Mullen Family, Mike, Pat & Tressa Meade, Ste ve
Carroll, Doug Hingos.

FRUIT PLATTERS NEEDED

We are requesting donations of fruit platters for the
refreshments after the October 21 concert beginning our
21st Anniversary celebration. Please call Judith Regan,
236-6446, if you can help.

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
September 15, 2007

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the Parish

website at www.ccsjn.org under Pastoral Council.

Highlights of the meeting:

- The Pastoral Council reviewed the Leadership section
of the 5 Year Plan. Most areas in this section have

begun to be addressed. For a more detailed
explanation of the discussion, please go to the church
website.

Fr. Bill has continued to have encouraging results in his
attempts to reach out to the young adults of our parish.
So far, 7 high school and 9 college students have
accepted Fr. Bill's invitation to communicate via the
Internet. Fr. Bill hopes to have a blog up and running
soon. Fr. Bill also discussed the declining attendance
at Mass.

There will be a Town Meeting on Monday November 5.
Details will follow.

The stones for the Labyrinth have been delivered and
the magnets for the 25" Anniversary celebration are in.

FUND-RAISER FOR “JESUS CAMP ‘08"
(Better known as Catholic Heart Workcamp “CHWC”)

For several summers, volunteers from St. John’s and
surrounding parishes have opened their hearts to help
people in need at CHWC. Steve and Lisa Walker started
the camp 15 years ago in Florida with 100 teens. This past
summer approximately 10,000 volunteers participated at 35
CHWOC sites. Thirty-nine of those volunteers were St. John
participants.

Beginning this weekend, all Religious Education Families
will receive a Gertrude Hawk Holiday Delights catalog.
Parishioners who do not have children in Religious
Education are asked to take a catalog in the Narthex as you
leave Mass. Start your holiday shopping early, sell to your
friends and families, and help support “Jesus Camp '08.”
Orders are due back to Religious Education by November
18. Complete the order form in the catalog, return the top
copy to the Religious Education Department along with your
check made payable to “St. John Neumann”, OR
conveniently order on-line by visiting:

www.gertrudehawk.com

Our group number is 119849
(Easy step-by-step instructions are attached to the catalog.)
Any questions please call Annette Tagliareni in Religious
Education at 832-2162, or email
Thanks for your support!

YOUTHBLOG

Welcome to our Youthblog here at St. John's. Click on
www.ccsjn.blogspot.com or go to our web site
www.ccsjn.org and click on Youthblog. Our first entry is to
list the Communion and Confirmation classes of those who
are now of college age. Since we are beginning a
celebration of our 25" year, opening with a Concert on
Sunday, October 21, at 2:00 p.m. we are asking our
students to share their memories with us. Reading over the
names of those who celebrated these sacraments may help
to recall stories. Hopefully during the past week the high
school students were added including our Confirmation
class of 2007.

Join us in this first Youthblog connection. Your ideas are
welcome for this site.

We are still welcoming emails from our college and high
school youth. Just email jwmickiewicz@earthlink.net

COMMUNITY NEWS

CALIFON BRIDGE-TO-BRIDGE 5K RUN

Sunday, October 7, Registration 11:30-12:30, Race
Begins 1:00 p.m.

Enjoy a beautiful fall day in Califon. The Annual Bridge to
Bridge 5K Run is a flat course featuring riverside and trail
running. Register online at Active.com, or at Califon Island
Park on race day. After the race, enjoy an afternoon at
Califon's Annual Harvest Fest at Califon Island Park —
activities include a moonwalk, pumpkin painting and a wiffle
ball tournament. Refreshments available. For more
information, contact 832-6474.

QUILT SHOW

The Hunterdon County Quilting
Guild Celebrates 30 Years of
Quilting Together and invites you to
our Biennial Quilt Show at the
Lebanon  Twp Museum, 57
Musconetcong River Rd., Hampton,
NJ, from Saturday, October 6 until
Saturday, October 27, 2007. The
museum hours are: Tuesday &
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
and Saturday 1:00-5:00 p.m. Admission is FREE.

TAKING STEWARDSHIP GLOBAL

The Fair Trade Organization is a global group that insurers
farmers make a living wage and assist poor farming
communities in establishing schools and health care
facilities with the money made from growing farm products.
Fair Trade guarantees that the products are grown in an
environmentally responsible manner and the money made
goes directly to the farmer and community. We are looking
for a few volunteers to sell Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate
after masses between Thanksgiving and Christmas. This is
not a fundraiser for St. John's, but a way to reach out to
poor communities all over the world and enjoy some
excellent product. Contact Earl Roberts at 908-832-2513
or Anthony DeStefano at 908-713-6839 if you are
interested.




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Thoughts on Stewardship

Less than a year after the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks that caused so much death,
destruction, and despair, the late Pope John Paul
Il convened an ecumenical peace gathering in
Assisi, Italy. Surrounded by the hills and valleys that formed
one of our greatest advocates for peace, Saint Francis, they
prayed for reconciliation and a world renewed. That was five
years ago. John Paul is gone now and wars persist. As the
prophet Habakkuk did, we are tempted to look around and
cry, “How long, O Lord?” Just as God consoled Habakkuk,
we are encouraged to be patient, “for the vision still has its
time.” The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
spoke prophetically in their pastoral letter, The Challenge of
peace: God's Promise and Our response.” Studying that
letter, written in 1983, will give Catholics an understanding
of what their faith teaches about peace. Copies of the
pastoral letter may be ordered from the USCCB website,
www.uscch.org or by calling 1-800-235-8722.
How do we share the gift of peace? First, we must have the
gift in order to share it. The gift can be ours personally or
communally. Are we at peace with ourselves and with one
another in community? One of the ways we can obtain
peace in community is the shared wisdom model of
consensus. Here we listen to one another, give
understanding, share our vision and in dialogue find a way
that brings about a peaceful solution, that we can all live
with. We likewise develop peace within ourselves through
wisdom and dialogue with the holy, the divine, the other. We
listen to the voice of God and find contentment, vision and
direction. Once we have these gifts we then can share them
in stewardship. “One cannot give what one does not have.”
How much peace do you and we have to share? St. Francis
can be a model. “Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace.”

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”

78 Responses from 393 Families
69 Time & Talent, 65 Treasure, 21 Youth

When will I have given enough — of my income, of my time,
of my talents? Today's Gospel suggests that only total
stewardship will do: “When you have done all you have
been commanded to do, say ‘We are useless servants. We
have done no more than our duty.”

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES
OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, October 8 - Office Closed a.m.
- Office Closed p.m.
Tuesday, October 9 - M. McCall p.m.
Wednesday, October 10 - E. Vigilante p-m.
Thursday, October 11 - D. Zigmantanis p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS
October 6 & 7 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- P. Sullivan 8:00 a.m.
- C. Manbeck 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
October 13 & 14 - J. Eacovalle 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- C. Schaumburg 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of October 7 - M. Stout
Week of October 14 - M. Buniva

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
October 12 - Team A
October 19 - Team B

BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
October 12 - L. & H. Patterson
October 19 - P. Dattler

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For October 1, 2006

94 WeeKly DONOIS.......c..cecviiieeiiiiee e $2,604.00
37 Monthly DONOIS........ccooiiieeiiiiee e $6,205.00
LOOSE MONEY......oeeeiciiiiieeieie ettt $34.00

Total oo $8,843.00

Weekly Average for September 2006 ................. .. $7,430.00

For September 30, 2007 (393 Families)

102 WeeKly DONOIS......uvevireiieeeiee e siveessiee e $3,117.00
33 Monthly DONOIS.........cooviieeiiiiee e $3,200.00
LOOSE MONEY......oiiiiiieeeciiee et $110.00
TOtAl e $6,427.00
Weekly Average for September 2007 ................. .. $6,664.00
Weekly NEEd.........coeiiiieeceiee e e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
AUGUSE ettt ee et e e $7,212.00
JUIY e $6,103.00
JUNE e $7,029.00
IMIBLY ettt $6,439.00
APTIL e $6,234.00
MAICH e $6,926.00
FEDIUAIY....cciie ettt $7,126.00
JANUATY ©.eiviiiiiee et $6,699.00
DECEMDET ..ot $7,868.00
NOVEMDET ..ot $6,845.00
OCLODET ... $6,556.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For September 30, 2007

Weekly Monthly

5 5.00 | = 25.00 1 20.00 | = 20.00
15 10.00 | = 150.00 2 30.00 | = 60.00
7 15.00 | = 105.00 3 40.00 | = 120.00
23 20.00 | = 460.00 8 50.00 | = 400.00
16 25.00 | = 400.00 2 60.00 | = 120.00
4 30.00 | = 120.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
5 35.00 | = 175.00 6 | 100.00 | = 600.00
8 40.00 | = 320.00 1| 120.00 | = 120.00
9 50.00 | = 450.00 2 125.00 | = 250.00
2 75.00 | = 150.00 1 135.00 | = 135.00
1 77.00 | = 77.00 1 175.00 | = 175.00
1 85.00 | = 85.00 | 4| 200.00 | = 800.00
6| 100.00 | = 600.00 | 1| 320.00 | = 320.00
102 3117.00 | 33 3200.00
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