THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 16, 2007
The desert will bloom and the earth will rejoice!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, December 16 — Third Sunday of Advent/
Christmas Flower Intentions/Poinsettia
Pick Up
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis/Advent Program (Valley View
School)
2:00 p.m. Nursing Home Caroling (Away)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, December 17 — O Wisdom
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center)
8:00 p.m. Community Reconciliation (Church Center)
9:00 p.m. Confessions (Church Center)

Tuesday, December 18 — O Adonai
No Quilting
12:00 p.m. Staff Luncheon (Away)
6:30 p.m. Decorating (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, December 19 — O Root of Jesse
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
6:30 p.m. Decorating (Church Center)

Thursday, December 20 — O Key of David
10:00 a.m. Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
No Quilting
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, December 21 — O Dayspring
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, December 22 — O King of Nations

Sunday, December 23 — Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church
Center)

MASS SCHEDULE
December 22 & 23

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ... Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o o | TBA
ALAr SEIVELS ...t eaaes TBA
Ministers of the Eucharist ............cccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeiiin, TBA
Sunday 8:00 a.m

Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
=T od (0] SO PPN TBA
AAE SEIVET ... e TBA
Ministers of the Eucharist ............ccooeeeviiiiiiiiiiiee e, TBA
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
=T od (0] SO PPN TBA
AAE SEIVET ... eaans TBA
Ministers of the Eucharist ............ccccceeeeeieiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeenns TBA
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant........ccooveeei i Fr. Mickiewicz
=T od (0] SO PPN TBA
Ministers of the Eucharist ..........ccocoeeviiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeviien, TBA

Christmas & New Year's Mass Schedule

2006-2007
Monday Dec. 17 Community Reconciliation........... 8:00 p.m.
Confessions..........ccvvveeeee. 9:00-10:00 p.m.
Christmas Masses
Monday Dec. 24 Christmas Vigil Mass................... 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Vigil Mass................... 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Mass...........ccccceeeennnneee. Midnight
Tuesday Dec. 25 Christmas Mass............cccvvveeee... 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Mass.........ccccccceeeennnne 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday Jan. 1 New Year's Mass .........ccccuveeee... 10:30 a.m.
New Year's Mass .......ccccccuvvennee 12:15 p.m.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER COLLECTION

This weekend

The collection after the communion of the Mass this week
will be for Christmas Flowers and decorations for the
church. Extra envelopes can be found in the Narthex.
There is a place to memorialize your donation. The
remaining money is used to supply flowers for the church
throughout the year.




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT -
Year A

Today we are told what the signs of the new age of
discipleship will be. Isaiah and Matthew both describe the
complete transformation of creation as the result of God's
saving presence in our world (CCC #1-3). As we read the
signs of the times today, we recognize in our sacramental
activity the realization of the transforming power of God in
our lives (CCC #1145-62).

BE PATIENT
Imprisoned John the Baptist sends his
disciples with a question: Are you really
the one? Jesus answers by listing the
works of the Messiah. “Happy is the
person who does not lose faith in me,” he
adds. Jesus praises John as the
greatest child born of woman but notes
that the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than John. As the end of time
draws closer, do you keep faith in Jesus?
Are you patient until he comes? Can you dare to be one of

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, December 18
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, December 19
9:30 a.m. Sick of the Parish

Friday, December 21
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, December 22
5:30 p.m. Lise A. Biel req. Catholic Community of St.
John Neumann

Sunday, December 23
8:00 a.m. Phillip X. Eagan req. White Family
10:30 a.m. Mary Barber req. Barbara & Gloria
Jirouschek
12:15 p.m. Intentions of Richard & Beverly Baker req.
Dwyer Family

the least in the kingdom?

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford
Katelynn Fortenbacker
Ted Gaardsmoe
Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli

Jayne Giese

Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Andrew Grant
Angela Grieco
Mickie Griffin
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosalie Karkoska
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Eileen McCann
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead

Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Eddie Poole
Jack Radin
Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel

Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Benjamin Sawczuk
Gail Sawczuk

Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 16
2:00 p.m. Nursing Home Caroling
5:00 p.m. Dinner (Away)

Monday, December 17
8:00 p.m. Community Reconciliation (Church Center)
9:00 p.m. Individual Confessions (Church Center)

Tuesday, December 18
Bulletin
12:00 p.m. Staff Luncheon (Clinton)
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Church Decorating (Church Center)

Wednesday, December 19
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
6:30 p.m. Finish Decorating (Church Center)

Thursday, December 20
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, December 21
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, December 23
p.m. Gathering (Away)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Diane Wichtendahl —
Barbara Kline — John J. Hirce — Eileen G.
Straborny — Jeff Korba — Mickie Griffin — James
Marks — Helen Schneiderwind

Deceased: James Marks , relative of Arminda Barbone;
Helen Schneiderwind , mother of Jane Klawunn. May they
find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may
their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

ACTION ALERT!

From time to time we receive information from the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops via Catholic Relief Services
on legislation issues that bear directly on situations having
to do with Social Ministry/Social Justice. You will find
information and links on these situations here when they are
received in order that you can make informed decisions on
issues that should be addressed.
As the Farm Bill moves forward in the Senate, you may wish
to contact your Senators to ask them to support important
provisions. The full Senate is scheduled to begin discussing
and voting on The Food and Energy Security Act (HR
2419), the version of the Farm Bill approved by the Senate
Agriculture Committee in November. Provisions of this bill
provide for global food security assistance; reforms in
commodity supports to help smaller and moderate scale
farmers; critical funding for Food Stamps and emergency
food assistance; as well as support for conservation
programs that benefit all rural communities.
Issues:

“Safebox” setting aside $600 million of PL 480 for

development programs to prevent chronic hunger and

long term food security.

Dorgan-Grassley amendment, to better target supports

for farmers who need them. Currently 10% of these

funds go to the largest corporations.

Food Stamp emergency food assistance.

Amendments that reduce trade-distorting subsidies

and hurt small-scale farmers overseas.
Visit the CRS Action Center www.crs.org (click on Act Now
and select Advocate from the drop down menu). Read
material on Farm Bill. For more information contact:
Roxanna Barillas at USCCB 202-54103445,
rbarillas@usccb.org ; Fr. Andrew at USCCB 202-541-3153,
asmall@uscch.org ; Brendan Cavanagh CRS 410-951-
7462, bcavanag@crs.orq .

HEALTH & SUPPORT SERVICES

In this section over the next few weeks, we will present
information on services for Health and Supportive Services
available in Hunterdon County. This week — Your Partner in
Community Caring.

Does your aging parent, relative or neighbor need help with
the activities of daily living?

Are your employees worried about and elderly family
member who is home alone all day?

Is your family exploring options in end-of-life care?
Hunterdon Regional Community Health may have the
answers you are looking for. HRCH is an alliance of
competent, caring, home care service providers. Their
specialty is in identifying, planning and providing the best
care to meet the special needs of their patients.

Whether it is an assessment of physical capability, blood
testing, or personal response system, HRCH has the skill
and the staff to provide the in-home support you and your
family members are looking for.

Since many factors influence physical and emotional
wellbeing, the agencies of HRCH address the changing
needs of patients and family members. They care about the
total environment, and act as an information resource to
connect you, patients, employees and other family members

with vital support and ancillary services. They help
caregivers make the best care choices possible.
Need to know more call 908-788-2562.

NURSING HOME CAROLING

1t ) ff) Sunday - December 16, 2:00 p.m., Little
Brook N.H.

R 1)
2 Christmas Caroling at the Little Brook
Nursing Home today at 2:00 p.m.

Children welcome!

NURSING HOME VISITS

We are looking for one or two volunteers to coordinate our
Nursing Home Visits once a month. Please give prayerful
consideration to making this ministry yours. Call or email
Earl eroberts@ccsin.org We have a visit coming up on
Thursday - December 20 at 10:00 a.m. Why not talk to
Nancy and Barb about taking over this ministry work?

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fund raiser should be made
out to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child - Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station. (Our community has
committed to a minimum of $30/month to sponsor Angel
Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines. See our sponsor
child’s web page on the parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.




EVANGELIZATION

HIS COMING WAS FORETOLD

The late Archbishop Fulton Sheen in his book “The Life of
Christ” points out the fact that it is possible to historically
test the fact that Jesus came from God and is the Christ. He
begins by examining the prophecies in the Old Testament
and comparing them with the experience of Jesus. There
are over two-hundred prophecies in the Old Testament that
are fulfilled by the life of Jesus. From His linage and duel
nature to His resurrection all was foretold. Of no other
human being in all of recorded time can it be said that his
coming was foretold and recorded. This was true not only in
biblical terms but in writings and prophecies outside the
Jewish world. Greeks, Sibyls, Chinese — in fact most
gentiles — had an expectation of a deliverer or great man.
Recorded in the East is this account:

“In the 24" year of Tchao-Wang of the dynasty of the
Tcheou, on the 8" day of the 4™ moon, a light appeared in
the Southwest which illumined the king's palace. The
monarch, struck by its splendor, interrogated the sages.
They showed him books in which this prodigy signified the
appearance of the great Saint of the West whose religion
was to be introduced into their country.”

These things in themselves distinguish him from all other
religious leaders. Yet we have it in his own words that he is
God. He tells us that he is the “bridegroom” — Mark 2:19;
“My Father and | are one.” — John 10:30; and “I am God's
son.” — John 10:36

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

25" ANNIVERSARY VIDEO

The Evangelization Team is actually working on two videos,
the first is a remake of our Welcome Video for new
parishioners and the second is a 25" Anniversary Video.
The first project is allowing the team to perfect the process
of storyboarding and producing a video from which the
second and larger undertaking will benefit. The new
Welcome Video will be ready by the end of the year. If you
have any suggestions or wish to volunteer to work o n
this project please call or email Earl Roberts.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own

prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

DISCOVERY SUNDAY
January 27, 2007, 2:00 p.m.
Church Center

Newcomers are invited to attend the January 27 Discovery
Sunday at 2:00 p.m . in the Church Center. At that time,
staff and parishioners will welcome newcomers and present
information on the past history and present focus of the
parish. Important: It is essential that anyone wishing to
participate in this Discovery Sunday inform the Parish
Office, 832-2513 or via the form on the parish webs _ite —
www.ccsin.org . A packet of materials is prepared
especially for each family.

FUND RAISING

PRE-ORDER YOUR SAINT JOHN'S
ANNIVERSARY DESSERT COOKBOOK

The Saint John’s Anniversary Dessert Cookbook is finally
going into production! To help St. John's with the
production costs of the cookbook, we are asking
parishioners to pre-order their copy. This will help us know
how many cookbooks to order from the company.
Cookbooks are $15.00 each and pre-order forms are
available in the Narthex. Please return the completed form
to the basket in the Narthex. Your new favorite recipes are
in this book!

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 28 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $4,625.00 with $231.25 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

BOOK SALE DONATIONS

Although the next book sale is far away we do accept
donations of books year round. Boxes of donated books
can be left outside the carriage house and smaller quantities
can be left in the white benchseat located on the left, inside
the front doors to the narthex. Since the book sale lasts
only 1 1/2 days, the books we offer have a short window of
time to sell. We ask that donations of books be restricted to
books printed since 2000, and that any paperbacks or
childrens books be in new or like new condition. Of course
we do not want any textbooks, manuals, or magazines. At
the risk of sounding too picky, please understand that any
book that does not sell becomes a storage and/or disposal
burden to the volunteers.

THANKS TO OUR WINE/BEER/FOOD
SPONSORS

Old River House
49 Main Street
Clinton, NJ 08809




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
HN Pocius, Michael, U.S. Navy
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1" Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Private Schultz, Joseph T.
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
2P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a
loved one who is on military deployment. Several families in
St. John's community have lived with the emotional roller
coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact
Marian and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike
Mastro (537-6224), or Catherine McVicker (303-0907) at
any time .

2007 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

"Disciples of Christ...Stewards of His Gifts"

$27,554.96 pledged from 129 families toward
our goal of $30,500.
“Hooray! We are at 90.3% of our goal. Thanks to all who
have made this possible. There is still time to give and have
it included on this year's tax deduction. We need 50 more
families to give $150.00 to reach our goal (or other multiples
thereof.) We need $2,945.04 to reach goal.
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ADULT FORMATION

DIOCESAN NEWS
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HELP WANTED

The Diocese of Metuchen serves a Catholic community of
more than 600,000 people throughout Middlesex, Somerset,
Hunterdon and Warren counties. Presently, we are
advertising for the following full time positions:

Director of Religious Education

To develop, implement and monitor a comprehensive
catechetical plan throughout the Diocese. The Director will
be primarily responsible for consulting with pastors in
reviewing and developing resource materials and designing
catechetical programs; developing and implementing an
ongoing education/formation program for parish catechists;
assisting parishes and schools in selecting suitable
materials for catechetical instruction; collaborating on
projects with pastors, parish leaders and others on
programs and processes relevant to Catholic formation

Education/Experience: Master's degree (M.A)) in
religious education, Catholic theology or equivalent; or
five to seven years related experience in

ecclesial/ministerial planning and catechetical
methodology; or equivalent combination of education and
experience.

Religious Requirement: Must be a practicing Roman
Catholic who upholds the teaching and traditions of the
Catholic Church and who possesses a sound working
knowledge of the Catholic faith and Church hierarchy.
Compensation: Competitive  salary and  full
benefits package

Location: Piscataway, NJ

Events Coordinator

To plan, coordinate and manage large-scale events (gala
dinners, receptions and invitational golf outings) in
connection with Diocesan fund raising initiatives.

The ideal candidate will possess an outstanding ability to
organize, multi-task, and consistently meet deadline; have
solid interpersonal and communications skills; be able to
work irregular hours, including evenings and weekends;
possess solid PC skills; previous experience in large-scale
events planning.

Education/Experience: Bachelor's degree (B. A.) in
Marketing,  Advertising, Public  Relations, or
Communications from four-year college or university; or
two to three years related experience and/or training; or
equivalent combination of education and experience.
Compensation: Competitive  salary and  full
benefits package

Location: Piscataway, NJ

Please forward resumes to personnel@diometuchen.org
Or mail to: Human Resources Director

Diocese of Metuchen

PO Box 191

Metuchen, NJ 08840-0191




CATECHESIS

“Encountering the Living Christ”
Third Sunday of Advent

Focus: The Coming One
“We hail Jesus as the promised Messiah”

Scripture : Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind regain their sighT, the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the poor have the good news
proclaimed to them.

Matthew 11:2-11

Reflection:  Where have you looked for God’s reign this
past week? Where will you look in the coming
week for signs?

Song: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #19
Story : Your Christmas gift list

What do you want for Christmas?

Every December, the Santas in our lives ask what gifts we
would like to find under the tree on Christmas morning.
Then they go to work to make those wishes a reality.

What do you want for Christmas?

Now, the austere John the Baptizer will never be confused
for jolly old St. Nick - but John asks us the same question.
But John asks us for much more than a wish list of
presents. What he asks us is much more profound and
urgent.

John asks this Advent: What are you WANTING FOR this
Christmas? What emptiness do you ache to fill? What is
missing from your life that God alone can complete?

John poses the question: What do you HOPE FOR this
Christmas? What would you like this Christmas to be?
What would make this Christmas whole, complete, new: A
friendship restored? A relationship renewed? A chance to
make things right?

And John challenges us with the most Christmas-like of
questions: What would you GIVE this Christmas? What
gifts are you willing to give that can't be wrapped and placed
under the tree: Patience? Understanding? Time? What
would you be willing to give up to make this Christmas
special for someone else: your expectation of restitution,
your obsession for control, your need to be loved?

Consider what John asks: What do you want this
Christmas?

The mystery of Christmas calls us to a much different
approach to gift-giving. Real Christmas gift-giving reflects
the God who empties himself of his divinity in order to
remake humanity in his holiness; the gifts we give should
mirror the love of a God, a love too complete and generous
for us to imagine. The true gifts of Christmas that God gives
and enables us to give transform the hearts and lives of
those we love: gifts of comfort and support, of compassion
and reconciliation, of forgiveness and understanding.

Happy gifting!

Connections, December 2007

CLASS PARENTS

Last week letters were sent to all Class Parents with the
procedures to follow in the event Religious Education is
cancelled due to weather or other reasons. Thank you to all
our parents who volunteered to help us with this ministry. If

you did not receive your letter in the mail and/or if you
have any questions, please notify Annette Tagliaren i at
832-2162.

Zhen Andrich
Dorise Benson
Amy Compton
Ellen Doran
Collette Evanko
Cathy Ferns
Linda Gerristead
Marion Kucharski

Nancy Martinson
Katherine McDonald
Tracy Menzie
Pat Mizak
Lynne Parente
Frances Ratsimor
Felice Zubrycki

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, February 1, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is
present to welcome the child into the church and to pledge
their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — February 1 at
7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the process
please call the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the
online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

UPDATED STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Please note that the parish and staff email
addresses have changed
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PARISH NEWS

LECTORS

Please pick up your Workbook for the weekend readings in
the Narthex. They are located by the Eucharistic sign-in
sheet.

THANK YOU

Thanks to Fran Barbone who put up the Advent Wreath
and Advent colors in the Church.

Thanks to those who helped clear the plaza of the church of
the weekend snow.

Thanks to Andy Kozlowski for selling desks and
straightening out the Carriage House.

Thanks to Doug Hingos for moving the furniture around
upstairs in the Church, and repotting a plant that he found in
need upstairs.

Thanks to Al Sterphone & Doug Hingos for helping to
prepare for the salter and the plow for snow removal.

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
December 5, 2007

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the Parish

website at www.ccsjn.org under Pastoral Council.

Highlights of the meeting:
The Pastoral Council (PC) received an update from Dr.
Rose Fay on the Religious Education program with
specific reference to the Five Year Plan. Rose is
currently looking for parishioners to join the Religious
Education Advisory Board. The Religious Education
Office has recently finished a Catechetical Parent-
Student Handbook. A summary was also provided that
compares some of the surrounding parishes’ religious
education programs. Rose mentioned that there is
concern at the decrease in the number of
families/children in the program recently. Formation
for the Catechists is an area that Rose would like to
see improve. Thanks to Rose for her update and
continuing work.
The PC received an update from the Finance/Budget
Committee. Maureen Stout, Matt Butler, Jim Murray
and Bill Hunt were the members who attended. The
council received an overall view of the budget as well
as some discussion of specific line items. Although it
was mentioned that our parish is in a stable financial
position, the decrease in the number of families could
have a financial impact in the future. Thank you to the
Finance members for their update and their ongoing
work.
The Communication section of the Covenant was
reviewed. It was determined that the PC is meeting
most of the standards that were originally set. There is
ongoing discussion about the effectiveness of the
Town Meeting and ways in which is can be formatted
in the future to encourage maximum communication.
Mary Connolly, Fr. Bill, Julianna Pennucci , and
Matt Cucuzella participated in a radio program on
Tuesday November 27. The radio station was WDVR
and the topic was Catholic Heart Work Camp.
Fr. Bill stressed the importance of communication
between parishioners when there are activities in the
church. Itis important to look at the master calendar to

check and see if other activities are scheduled and
how that might impact your activity. It is also important
to communicate with Fr. Bill about the use of the
space.

Fr. Bill also mentioned that if a parishioner handed in
the Stewardship form and does not receive a thank-
you by the end of December, they should contact him.
Similarly, if a parishioner has not heard from the head
of the group that they have volunteered for by the end
of January, they should contact him as well.

GALLON BOTTLES NEEDED

Please begin collecting gallon milk bottles for our Christmas
Eve luminaries. Drop them off at the Carriage House.

SIGN UP FOR DECORATING AND
DEDECORATING

Sign up sheets for decorating and dedecorating for
Christmas may be found in the Narthex.

We are scheduled for decorating on Tuesday, December 18
and finishing touches on December 19.

Dedecorating will be on January 15 and finishing on
January 16. All dates start at 6:30 p.m. or any other time
that you are available.

CHRISTMAS TREE ORNAMENT

If you are new to St. John's or have never donated an
ornament to the tree that is decorated with parishioners’
ornaments now is the time to do so. Just attach a name tag
and date somewhere on or attached to the ornament and
bring it to Church so that it can be added to the tree. Or wait
till the tree is up and hang it yourself.

FAIR TRADE

How do Stewardship, Social Justice and Social Ministry join
hands?

This year we are taking Stewardship to new horizons. How
we step out of the limited vision that we have been having
about stewardship may be found in the concept of Fair
Trade. How we get people to help themselves and become
independent by teaching them “how to fish,” as it were,
instead of giving them fish.

Fair Trade enables us to be good stewards, make changes
that impact social justice and leads people to be
independent. You can make the difference by purchasing
coffee and chocolate now. Your purchase will go directly to
the farmer. Anything that we make over that will be directed
back into some form of helping with social justice. What is
social justice? Social justice changes the way we do
things to benefit others so that they become independent
and receive just return on what they grow or make. Basically
it omits the middle person who takes a lot of the profit of a
product and gives it to the people so they can improve their
way of life.

FAIR TRADE CERTIFIED coffee, chocolate, tea and fresh
fruit meet the highest standards of both quality and social
responsibility. Through Fair Trade, over one million family
farmers in Latin America, Africa and Asia now get a fair deal
for their commitment to quality. The Fair Trade Certified
label guarantees FAIR prices for family farmers, decent
working and living conditions, and environmentally friendly
farming practices. Fair Trade farmers are careful stewards
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of the land. They grow their crops in harmony with nature
and without the use of harmful chemicals.

The village also benefits. A portion of the financial returns is
used to improve the village with water, education and strict
labor and environmental guidelines.

Be a part of this form of stewardship. Buy your coffee and
chocolate in the Narthex after Mass.

From December 8 until we run out, the Stewardship
Committee will be selling Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate
in the Narthex. Fair Trade is a worldwide organization to
help farmers make a fair living and grow products in an
environmentally responsible manner. The Coffee and
Chocolate are Fair Trade Certified and Organic. Selling the
products gives us a chance to expand our Social Ministry
and enjoy some wonderful products in return.

We will be offering Organic Columbian Coffee at $6.00 a
bag and Organic Decaf, French Vanilla Regular and
Hazelnut Decaf at $7.00 a bag. The Chocolate is a mini-bar
at 4/$1.00.

GIFTS CARDS DO NOT WORK

I'm not sure how you all react to Gift Cards but my
experience is that they don't always get used, you buy
something you don't need, they have expiration dates and
American Express requires more money if they are not used
in a specific time slot. Give cash! It works everywhere and
where you most need it. Don’'t make stores and companies
richer rather than the thought for someone you want to
remember.

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass —
Bishop Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — 3:00 p.m. Mass and Gala
Picnic

TRAIN CARS FOR THE JOHN PAUL I
YOUTH CENTER SARAJEVO

It is already two years since the renovation of the two
existing houses started and one year since the various
projects took place for the young people in Bosnia at the
ground of the John Paul Il Youth Center in Sarajevo. The
Youth Center, although it is not finished yet, continues to
invite young people to share their experiences, to learn
something new, to work and pray together and to get to
know new friends.

Since the diocese is still suffering because of the
consequences of the war, the Youth Center is struggling to
pay basic bills (electricity, heat, phone...). Therefore John
Paul 1l Youth Center together with the Youth Center
Hardehausen in Germany started the project Train cars for
the John Paul 1l Youth Center. The goal is to find 150 youth
groups, families, companies or persons till Easter 2008 who
would be willing to donate one train car for the train that
would be Foundation for John Paul Il Youth Center in
Sarajevo. Every train car is 1,000.00 Euro (about 1,430.00
US Dollars). We need 150,000.00 Euro to start the
Foundation till Easter 2008 and then eventually get to
250,000.00 Euro which will bring interest of 1,000.00 Euro
monthly for the Youth Center bills.

We started this project here in Bosnia (parishes, youth
groups, companies...), in Austria and in Germany. At this

moment we have about 50 train cars donated. You can
follow whole project and see the whole train at:
www.mladicentar.org under the link Foundation John Paul Il
Youth Center or www.sarajevo-
vision.de/hdh/aktionen/stiftung/spender.htm.

| invite you to join us on our journey in John Paul 1l Youth
Center in Sarajevo and help us find the needed train cars.
Thinking and praying for you! Yours, Fr. Simo.

Donations can be made to St. John's and will be
deposited in a fund here for Fr. Simo.

NEW STABLE

Thanks to Fred Heimall who constructed the new stable for
our Holy Family this year and to all who may have helped
him. We had to retire the old one that was erected for 33
Main - The Parish House in our beginnings some 25 years
ago.

OPLATEK

The Slavic Christmas wafer that is shared on Christmas Eve
dinner or any other meal in the Christmas season are
available in the Narthex. Please leave a donation to cover
costs. The pink wafer was given to the animals on
Christmas eve since they share their stable with the Christ
child born that night. When sharing the wafer (oplatek) wish
one another good wishes for the Christmas season on the
eve of Christ’s birth.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOST FAMILY NEEDED FOR GERMAN HIGH
SCHOOL BOY

His father, Stefan Schneider, spent his junior year in high
school at Vorhees and now his son Tim wants to do the
same. A host family is needed for one year starting in the
fall of 2008. Tim is 15 years old and speaks German,
English, and French. He currently lives in Cologne. Please
contact Fred Pfeufer (832-7935) if interested or fo  r more
information. | can personally vouch for the Schneider
family and for Tim.

Merryn Caroline Coupland
Daughter of Joseph & Maureen Coupland

Welcome this recently baptized baby into the Community
of St. John Neumann. We congratulate her parents and
offer our prayers and assistance in raising their child in the
Catholic faith.




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Stewardship Thoughts

Like many Hispanic neighbors, and like towns all over
Mexico, Olvera Street in Los Angeles will be vibrant with
activity tonight. Every night between now and Christmas, it
will host the colorful candlelight procession called Las
Pasadas. In this beloved tradition, “shepherds” and “angels”
of all ages accompany Mary and Joseph as they seek
shelter. They are turned away from every place where they
request lodging - until Joseph bursts out with the news that
his wife, the Queen of Heaven, is about to give birth. Then a
door is flung open and joyous carols in Spanish and English
are sung. Spicy hot chocolate and sweet breads are served.
Children break open a pifata, perhaps shaped like a

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
95 Responses from 366 Families
89 Time & Talent, 77 Treasure

Each of us has his or her own role to play in the coming of
the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist was called to be the
herald of the Messiah, preparing the way of the Lord. To
what is the Lord calling me?

111 Weekly Donors
34 Monthly Donors...

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For December 10, 2006

$2,807.50

$5,290.00

Christmas star, and dive for the candy, toys, and sugar cane Loo_sl_c(e)tl;/lloney """"""""""""" pos fgggg
that will spill out. On Christmas Eve, Noche Buena, 76 Special Collection (Retired Religious) ......... ... $1,976.00
everyone will proceed to a late-night Missa de Gallo - Mass
of the Rooster. For December 9, 2007 (366 Families)
Traditions seem to wane the further we are from an
|mm|grant fa'th. When people return to the |and of thelr 95 Weekly DOHOI’S ................................................ $2,82700
ancestors they will also note that these traditions are no 34 I\ﬂonthly DONOIS....ovvmneirtnsertsnsenimsssinsiness $5,175.00
. . 00SE MONEY.....iiiiiiiiee it $48.00
longer kept. Our faith no longer informs our culture and so TOtAl e $8,050.00
we have more secular observations to keep - the office 68 Special Collection (Retired Religious) ......... ... $1,679.00
party - many trips to see Santa - house parties - town tree
||ght|ng gatherings - Dickens Day - a trip on the Polar Weekly Ne€d.........uvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiee s civeieee e e e $7,034.00
Express. )
Some people however have made their annual preparations \Klv(;e\;eekrgbé\(erages. $7.317.00
for Christmas in other ways - food baskets for the hungry or | NOVEMBET wvrvrrsssismsssnsrsses s $6:626:00
those having a rough time of it while everyone else buys $6,664.00
and buys and buys. Some shop and deliver gifts from a $7,212.00
giving tree in the name of others. Others may serve a $6,103.00
Christmas dinner at a shelter or Food Bank. People will visit gg’%g-gg
nursing homes or take people out to change the $6.234.00
atmosphere and scenery. There will be people looking for $6.926.00
lodging for the homeless or work at Interfaith Hospitality. February.......c..c........ $7,126.00
What are the ways that Stewardship will find itself into your January ..........cc...... $6,699.00
Christmasl Ce|ebrating? This time of the year is no (B L=YoT=T 0101 o 1< SRR $7,86800
challenge to sharing. It is the movement of the season. FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN
Include some into your stewardship as a spiritual way of life. For December 9, 2007
Weekly Monthly
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 3 5.00 | = 15.00 2 20.00 | = 40.00
1 7.00 | = 7.00 | 2 30.00 | = 60.00
OFFICE ANGELS 12 10.00 | = 120.00 | 3 40.00 | = | 120.00
Monday, December 17 - Angel Needed am. 1 12.00 | = 12.00 6 50.00 | = 300.00
- Angel Needed p.m. 5 1500 | = 75.00 | 1| 60.00 | =  60.00
Tuesday, December 18 - F. Kennedy p.m. : : : :
Wednesday, December 19 - A. Sawczuk p.m. 23 20.00 | = 460.00 1 70.00 | = 70.00
Thursday, December 20 - Angel Needed p.m. 19 25.00 | = 475.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS 5 30.00 | = 150.00 | 8| 100.00 | = 800.00
December 15 & 16 - M. Stout 5:30 p.m. 1 33.00 | = 33.00 1 120.00 | = 120.00
- P. Nanna 8:00 am. 2| 3500 = 70.00 | 1| 140.00 | = | 140.00
: %_ﬁ;"g@i‘pme 1939 o 8| 40.00 | = | 320.00 | 4| 150.00 | = | 600.00
December 22 & 23 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m. 6 50.00 | = 30000 | 1] 160.00 | = 160.00
- V. Santoro 8:00 a.m. 1 60.00 | = 60.00 1 225.00 | = 225.00
- C. Manbeck 10:30 a.m. 1 65.00 | = 65.00 1 400.00 | = 400.00
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m. 1 75.00 | = 75.00 | 1| 2000.00 | = | 2000.00
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE 1 90.00 | = 90.00 | 34 5175.00
Week of December 16 - P. Palmer —
Week of December 23 - L. Livoti 9% 100.00 | = 222388
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM :
December 21 - Team A
December 28 - Team B
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
December 21 - A. Giametta
December 28 - J. Murray
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