Truth and beauty surround the Lord!

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.

MASS SCHEDULE
February 2 & 3

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, January 27 — Catholic Education Collection
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
12:15 p.m. Baptism -- Roskowski (Church Center)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, January 28 — St. Thomas Aquinas
Painting Worship Space
7:00 p.m. CHWC Meeting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office
Center)

Tuesday, January 29 — St. Arnulph of Cysoing
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. 25" Anniversary Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 30 — St. Thomas K. Huong
Painting Worship Space
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Thursday, January 31 — St. John Bosco
Painting Worship Space
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
6:00 p.m. Italian Night Set-Up (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 1 — St. Barbara Ch’oe Yong
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Italian Night (Church Center)
7:15 p.m. Baptism Prep (Office Center)

Saturday, February 2 — Presentation of the Lord
3:30 p.m. First Eucharist Session | (Church Center)

Sunday, February 3 — Paving Our Yellow Brick
Road/Souper Bowl of Caring Weekend
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
=T ol (o ] GO PP PPPPTRO L. Caprio
AlAr SEIVEIS .. Shick Family
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... D. Lance, V. Olesiak,
.................................. C. Drzewiecki, E. McCabe, J. McCabe
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=Tox (o] O RPPRRR R. Ditzel
AlLAr SEIVEN ... F. Kennedy
Ministers of the Eucharist ............... J. Klawunn, T. Klawunn,
.................................... B. Gates, R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant ... Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o1 (0] SO PSRRI N. Porto
Altar SErVer......ccovvcveeeeeeiiee e DeStefano Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ............. B. Martalus, R. Martalus,
................................................. M. Milko, J. Simila, D. Simila
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant.........ccooeevieiiiiie e Fr. Mickiewicz
[I<To3 (o] T K. Skuza
Ministers of the Eucharist .................... M. Wickel, D. Wickel

FOUNDATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION
This Weekend

The second collection the weekend of January 26 & 27 is
for the Foundation for Catholic Education, a Diocesan
endowment fund which was established in 1991. Your
generosity to the Foundation collection provides tuition
assistance grants to students in financial need in the
Catholic elementary and high schools of the Diocese of
Metuchen. Without financial assistance, these students
might not receive the gift of a Catholic education. Catholic
education today needs the support of everyone if we are to
continue to inspire the future with faith, hope, love and
knowledge. Please be as generous as your means allow.

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

We continue our monthly collection for our mortgage. Next
weekend the collection after the communion of the Mass will
be for Paving the Yellow Brick Road. Thanks to the
114 families who contributed $4,663.00 towards our
monthly mortgage of $6,707.00. Each month we come
closer to Emerald City.

BLESSING OF THROATS

Sunday, February 3 is the Feast of St. Blaise. | will bless
throats after the Sunday Masses. | will begin during the
Recessional Hymn. Please come from both sides. | will
stand in front of the Baptismal Font.




THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -
Year A

Today we hear Jesus issue the challenge to follow him and
so change our lives. The demands of discipleship
commitment are now made plain (CCC #1-3, 542-43). We
are called to follow not only as individuals but also as
members of his kingdom community. Paul reminds us of
the unity of the community of disciples, which is based on
their commitment to Christ (CCC #813-22).

FISHERS OF PEOPLE
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close
at hand! Jesus begins his ministry for those
who see the great light of the good news of
the coming of God to save his people.
Jesus starts with two pairs of brothers, all
fishermen, and makes them fishers of men.
Women, and children, too, are asked to be proclaimers of
the Reign of God, apostles and ambassadors of the good

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, January 29
7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Wednesday, January 30
9:30 a.m. Jennie Bonasia req. Alan Janks

Friday, February 1
7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family

Saturday, February 2
5:30 p.m. Lise Biel req. Sabloff Family

Sunday, February 3

8:00 a.m. Kathy Parisi-Moore req. Cathy & Tom

Bennett

10:30 a.m. Sophie Golaszeski req. Harrison Family
12:15 p.m. James Quartuccio req. Catholic Community

of St. John Neumann

news. How do you respond to this good news?

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Martha S. Beattie
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
Shirley Bumen
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
Michael Doran
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Joe Ford
Katelynn Fortenbacker
Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Andrew Grant
Angela Grieco
Mickie Griffin
Christina Grillo
Ed Hempling
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino

lole Matthews
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn
Sr. Margaret O’Rourke
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead

Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Eddie Poole

Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel

Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Rogelio Ruiz
Denise Sanchez
Benjamin Sawczuk
Gail Sawczuk

Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Alice Sprague
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Florence Weimer
Harvey Whille
John William
Kevin Winters
Raymond Wojcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Sunday, January 27
12:15 p.m. Baptism (Church Center)
2:00 p.m. Discovery Sunday (Church Center)

Monday, January 28
Bulletin

Tuesday, January 29
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
4:00 p.m. Vespers (Bethany Ridge)
11:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. 25" Anniversary Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 30
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Thursday, January 31
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)
6:00 p.m. Meeting (Away)

Friday, February 1
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Iltalian Night (Church Center)
7:15 p.m. Baptism Prep (Office Center)

Saturday, February 2
8:00 a.m. Stewardship (Diocese)

Sunday, February 3
Souper Bowl

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and Eucharistic Prayer: Adolfas Akelaitis — Msgr.
Stephen Bielen — Michelle Stewart — George
Garger — Rosalie Karkoska — Josephine Blair —
Gladys Lauritsen — Ted Gaardsmoe - Frank
Morrison — Catherine Brocato




PALMS

Last years palms may be recycled. Please bring them to
church and place them in the basket in the Narthex. Burnt
palms are used for ash on Ash Wednesday.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 6, 2008

Yes, it is early this year because Easter is early.

Mass and ashes — 7:00 a.m. - Neumann Residence (390 Rt.
513)

Readings and ashes - 4:00 p.m. - Church Center

Mass and ashes - 7:30 p.m. - Church Center

SOCIAL MINISTRY

POVERTY U.S.A.

36.5 million Americans live below the poverty line, 12.8
million of them are children. Take a tour of Poverty USA by
visiting www.povertyusa.org or clicking the link at the bottom
of our home page. January is poverty awareness month.
Learn how you can help in the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development. This is one place you can make a
real difference.

The Census Bureau defines poverty as an income level of
$16,079 annually for a family of three or $20,614 for a family
of four. The states with the highest poverty level are:

State, % People Below Poverty Level

1. Mississippi 21.1%
2. District of Columbia 19.6%
3. Louisiana 19.0%
4. New Mexico 18.5%
5. Arkansas 17.3%
5. West Virginia 17.3%
7. Kentucky 17.0%
7. Oklahoma 17.0%
9. Texas 16.9%
10. Alabama 16.6%

NURSING HOME VISITS

We are still in search of one or two volunteers to coordinate
our Nursing Home Visits once a month. Please give
prayerful consideration to making this ministry yours. Call
or email Earl eroberts@ccsjn.org

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that

once you cross that line, you can

never go back without help!” If you or

someone you know has this problem

Anderson House can help. Pick up a
brochure in the Narthex or call 908-534-5818.

HUNTERDON HELPLINE

2-1-1 was the
first working
referral number
in New Jersey
and part of a
National Initiative to Link People with Community Services.
2-1-1 is to Information & Referral, what 9-1-1 is to
emergencies.
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups; Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry and more. Questions? See
website http://www.helplinehc.org/ or call 2-1-1.

WOMEN'S HEALTHCARE SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations - When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fund raiser should be made
out to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child — Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station. (Our community has
committed to a minimum of $30/month to sponsor Angel
Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines. See our sponsor
child’s web page on the parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper's Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.




EVANGELIZATION

FROM GOD TO CHRIST wk.3

Before an individual approaches the prospect of becoming a
Christian, they usually wrestle with the question of the
existence of God. In this section we are examining five
philosophical proofs that derived from human reason, for the
existence of God. The hope is that these proofs through
reason will enhance the faith of those who know God and
worship Him in their lives. A further hope is that these same
proofs will help those who are still searching.

The Third Proof: Our Conscience!

We all know, from what we call our conscience, that it is
right to do good and wrong to do evil and we sense that we
have an obligation to act according to the ordering of our
conscience. Even in a materialistic and humanistic society
almost all people, Christian or not, believe that a person
should follow the dictates of their conscience. Those few
people who do not have this awareness of conscience are
considered by this same society to be mentally ill.

This conscience is not just a feeling within us but extends to
our human intellect being applied to the knowledge base
that we have acquired during our lives. Conscience not only
tells us what we should do but sets before us an obligation
that we are required to carry out if we are to remain at
peace with ourselves. Conscience is the voice of God
speaking to our souls.

However, if God does not exist and we are only here by
chance, so that there is no meaning to our existence, what
obligation can there be to follow our conscience or anything
else. Our sense of obligation towards doing good is only
logical if there is a fundamental morality that transcends
human existence and which has the power and right to
demand moral obedience.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

TOM AND ROSARY GILHEANY

Tom and Rosary were injured in an auto accident the week
of December 9. They have been transferred to Care One —
151 Madison Ave, Morristown, NJ — near the hospital. Their
new phone numbers are: Tom - 973 656-4246: Rosary -
973 656-4248. According to Rosary, they are healing nicely
and will probably be in the rehab another 3 weeks.

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, February 1, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is
present to welcome the child into the church and to pledge
their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — February 1 at

7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the process
please call the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the
online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST

There will be a First Eucharist Parent Meeting on Sunday,
January 27 at 9:00 — 10:15 a.m. in Valley View School
cafeteria. At least one parent must attend. Parents of
Saturday Catechesis or parochial school students, please
bring your First Eucharist child with you. You will be
working with your child at the end of our parent workshop to
help prepare them for their First Holy Communion.
Babysitting is available on request.

First Eucharist Session 1 — Saturday, January 26, 3:30 p.m.
in the Church Center.

First Eucharist Session 2 — Saturday, February 2, 3:30 p.m.
in the Church Center.

RESPECT LIFE

Writing in the world’'s most prestigious bioethics journal,
Hasting Center Report (2007), Brown University professor
Jacob M. Appel argues that assisted suicide should not only
be available to the terminally ill, but also to people with a
“purely psychological disease” if the suicidal person
“rationally might prefer dignified death over future suffering.”
As with abortion, euthanasia advocates started small and
are now gradually expanding the “right” they advocate. NRL
News, 8/07




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Lt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1" Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
2"P'Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force

ADULT FORMATION

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a
loved one who is on military deployment. Several families in
St. John's community have lived with the emotional roller
coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact
Marian and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike
Mastro (537-6224), or Catherine McVicker (303-0907) at
any time .
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CATECHESIS

“Encountering the Living Christ”
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: Chosen to Follow
“Jesus calls us to fish for people”

Scripture : Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, “Come after
me and | will make you fishers of men.” At
once they left their nets and followed him.

Matthew 4:12-23

Reflection:  How does Jesus call us today? How do you

answer?
Song: “All Are Welcome” #402
Story : Letting go of the string

A little boy and his father make a kite. They spend hours
carefully gluing together the pinewood slats, fitting the
delicate paper onto the frame, and fashioning the tail. Then,
on the first windy March afternoon, father and son set out to
launch their wood and paper space ship. Dad instructs his
son on how to hold the string tight and run as fast as he can
when Dad lets go. After a few false starts and frustrated
launches, the kite is finally airborne. The boy is in control as
Dad shows him how to let out the string little by little. The
kite flies higher and higher. The boy is mesmerized. Then,
to his father's surprise, the boy lets go of the string. With
sheer joy and delight, the boy watches the kite soar until it is
only a dancing speck in the distance.

Walking home together, the father realizes that he'll soon
have to loosen the tie that binds him to his son, to let the
boy go to make his own place in the world and one day fly
kites with his own child. And Dad wonders, "Will | release
the string as unselfishly as that?"

[Adapted from the poem "Flying Kites" by Lewis Moll.]

Today's Gospel is about letting go - letting go of our
anxieties and fears, letting go of our self-absorption and
need to control, letting go the strings in our lives that tie us
down and tie us up from living a life of joyful compassion
and selfless generosity. Christ calls the fishermen on the
Galilee shore - and, today, us - to abandon our "nets" that
will never "catch" what we seek and follow him to discover
the life-giving and healing love of God in our midst.
Connections, January 2008

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FUNDRAISER
GERTRUDE HAWK

Our annual Religious Education Fundraiser is up and
running. If you wish to order some of these delicious Easter
candies and have not received a catalog, please pick one
up in the Narthex. For your convenience, you may also
order on-line at www.gertrudehawk.com. Our group # is
119849 and a step-by-step guide is attached to the catalog.
Catalog orders are due February 10 Please return
orders through Religious Education or drop them off at the
Office Center. Online orders delivered to St. Johns with
free shipping will be accepted until February 21 . Online
orders_after this date and up to March 14 _ will be shipped
to your home. Thanks for your kind support. Any questions

call Annette Tagliareni at 832-2162.

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING WEEKEND
February 2 & 3

“Lord as we enjoy this Super Bowl football
game, help us to be mindful of those without
even a bowl of soup to eat.” The Souper
Bowl of Caring is a youth-led, grassroots
movement of caring.  Their mission is
“Inspiring and mobilizing youth to fight
hunger and poverty in their communities,”
and their vision is “To see the weekend of
the big game become the largest weekend of giving and
serving in the life of this country.” Help our teens at St.
John's fight hunger and poverty in their communities as you
leave Mass on February 2 and 3. Our teens will greet you
in the Narthex to collect your $1.00 donations and can of
soup. Then, on February 9 ten junior high students along
with parent chaperones will serve the clients at Elijah’s
Promise Soup Kitchen in New Brunswick and present our
gifts to them.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOST FAMILY NEEDED

His father, Stefan Schneider, spent his junior year in high
school at Vorhees and now his son Tim wants to do the
same. A host family is needed for one year starting in the
fall of 2008. Tim is 15 years old and speaks German,
English, and French. He currently lives in Cologne. Please
contact Fred Pfeufer (832-7935) if interested or fo r more
information. | can personally vouch for the Schneider
family and for Tim.

JOURNEY THROUGH GRIEF

Mondays, beginning February 4, 7:00 p.m., Immaculat e
Conception, Annandale

A bereavement support program will be held at Immaculate
Conception Church, Annandale, beginning Monday,
February 4 from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and will meet for eight
consecutive Mondays. Sessions are confidential and are
held in the lower level of the rectory. Weekly attendance is
encouraged but not mandatory. If you have lost a loved one
to death and are in the stages of grief, you may wish to
consider being a part of this program. For more
information, please call Christopher Seitz at 735-2 216 or
Joan Syron at 735-4162.

2007 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
"Disciples of Christ...Stewards of His Gifts"

As the 2007 Bishop’s Annual Appeal comes to a close, we
would like to take this opportunity to thank those parish
families that have made a gift to the 2007 Bishop’s Annual
Appeal. Itis not too late to make your gift if you have yet to
do so. The Appeal is very close to goal and your gift will
truly make a difference. Please prayerfully consider your
gift TODAY!

“Hooray! We are at 98.72% of our goal. Thanks to all who
have made this possible.




FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 28 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $3,550.00 with $177.50 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

WANTED - NEEDED - HELPPPP

The Auction - the major fundraiser of the year is in need of
people. Yes, we are starting now because there is a lot to
keep on top of. We have chairs but we need co-chairs
because Cathy McVicker will not be here the day of the
Auction and Marybeth Harrison has the wedding of her first
daughter in August. So please give this some serious
thought and prayer to aid us in this major budgetary item for
the year. This fundraiser is the third major cash flow of the
year that comes at the end of our fiscal year and meets the
bills that accumulate till that time.

So pleaseeee! Come to the aid of your parish. Call Cathy
McVicker 832-2560 - catherinemcvicker@gmail.com or
Marybeth Harrison 537-9601 maryb1212@hotmail.com or
the Office 832-2513 sjn@ccslin.org if you can assist or know
of someone that should be asked or encouraged.

DESPERATE PLEA - ITALIAN DINNER HELP

Help is really needed to serve and clean up for the Italian
Dinner. The dinner is Friday, February 1. Servers need to
arrive around 6:00 p.m. and wear a white shirt and black or
khaki pants. You will be fed! Clean up is Saturday morning,
time to be determined. Please call or e-mail Mary Connolly
at 537-2032 /mandmconnolly@earthlink.net. Sign up
sheets and forms are also in the Narthex.

QUILTERS ARE STITCHING AGAIN

After taking a brief break over the Christmas holiday, the
Sacristy Stitchers are back at the quilt frame in the Seton
Room. If you've thought about participating in this
fundraising ministry, why not start with the new year! To
accommodate both day and evening availability or
preference, two groups work simultaneously on the same
project. The daytime quilters meet on Tuesdays from 9:30
a.m. until noon and the evening groups meets on Thursdays
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Weekly attendance is not mandatory,
nor is quilting experience. Call Bonnie Garcia at 975-3003
or Barbara Gates at 832-6423, respectively, for Tue sday
or Thursday information.

PARISH NEWS

25™ ANNIVERSARY T SHIRTS

We are offering for sale 25" anniversary T Shirts. They are
$15.00 a piece and come in sizes for men and youth and
different design and sizes for women. You can pick one up
in the Narthex after Mass. | gave them to my family for
Christmas. They are great keepsakes of our anniversary.

HAND HELD FOR RAMSON - HOLE IN SIDE

I am sure that this is a job for CSI or JORDAN but they
aren’t around. So we need to spark our own investigation.
The details of this mystery could help us with a lot of other
mysteries at St. John’s. Let me propose a scenario. (If you
haven't heard, this is about the missing hand of the St.
Joseph statue in the outdoor Nativity set and the gash in his
side.)

My proposal: When the Nativity set was put away last year
or moved in the attic of the Carriage House during the year,
someone picked up St. Joseph by his hand (because it
sticks out and is the logical place to grab) it came off, the
statue was dropped and something pierced his side. The
suspect panicked, hid the hand and prayed that no one
would notice it until the next Christmas, when their
involvement would be long forgotten.

This is the usual course of events here at St. John’s and
elsewhere. (For instance where is the missing eucharistic
dish from the Waterford set that we use for communion
during Christmas?) Are there alternate ways of dealing with
such an experience? Yes! There are accidents and we all
make mistakes. Just let someone know that you are human.
We then can address the issue, have it repaired, replaced
and not spending a lot of lost time looking for something.
There was a chip in the Waterford chalice one year. It was
put away that way. When | discovered it | took it to Healy’s
Crystal in Flemington and had it grinded down and it is back
in service.

So please! please ! Let someone know so that we can take
care of the matter. There is no prison term, no sacred
penitentiary, no fine or deduction of salary if this mishap
happens to you. Just let us know. Even if you are a coward -
then call and leave an anonymous message or note so that
we will not be surprised when we find out. We will not bring
in the CSI team of Miami, New York or Las Vegas to help
discover and prosecute.

THANK YOU

I never got full lists of those who participated in preparing
and celebrating our Christmas season. There were people
who put Christmas away last week. They all are
appreciated. In fear that | would leave someone out (since |
can’'t remember all of the names) may | just say Thank you
to everyone? Fred Heimall gave direction and coordination.
| bet he can do it with his eyes closed after all this time.

The Garcias took care of the altar trees, picking them out
and giving payment to the tree farm.

Malones took care of the Narthex tree and the
transportation was supplied by the Hollyfields .

The McCabes took care of the Poinsettia ordering and
payment.

Neal Ercolano at Brook Run Farm donated the wreaths and
greens.

So much and so many make Christmas possible. Sorry |
didn’t get all the names. They come to mind and are in my
heart at the altar.

Thanks to Al Sterphone who cleaned the office hall carpet
and to Kate Knight for the use of her machine.

Thanks to Art Slinger for searching for St. Joseph’s hand
and mending cracks and broken pieces.

Thanks to Barry Danziger who made the sign to remind
people to turn off their cell phones before coming into Mass.



SIGN UP!

We will be experimenting with a new way of signing up for
the events here at St. John’s. We will include in the bulletin
a sheet that will have all the sign ups asked for in the
bulletin. You can fill out the sheet (during the homily if it is
boring) and deposit in the basket in the Narthex, put it in the
collection basket or mail or drop it off at the Office. If all that
fails you can go on line to sign up or to the bulletin and do it
there. Sign up sheets have been lost, misplaced or not
placed back after the Narthex has been cleared for another
event. Tell us what you think and if this is an alternative way
to make it easier.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

What a necessary and wonderful enriching ministry -
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. There are 2 gatherings a
month during the 10:30 a.m. Mass with a meeting of
preparation on one Monday evening a month. Rotation of
presentation means that you are the leader once every 2
months.

Why not come as a helper and get the gist of the service
and see that you can do this if you can talk to children.

We need you. Please respond to the Parish Office, Fr.
Bill or Regina DeStefano 713-6839.

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
Summer 2008 Pittsburgh, June 29-July 5

If you have never attended, are going to attend for the first
time, or just want to learn more about the program, please
come to an information session Monday, January 28 at
7:00 p.m. in the Seton Room. If you can not make the
Program but want more information, contact Mary Connolly
at 537-2032 or mandmconnolly@earthlink.net. There is
also information on the St. John Neumann web site at
ccsjn.org. Deposits are due now!

A SERIOUS MATTER

We have a serious matter on our hands in reference to the
Narthex. As you know many different people and projects
use the Narthex (as well as other parts of our building).
What is happening is that people set up their display or
station without consideration of those who will come after
them or who have placed things in the Narthex before them.
People are totally disregarding this small point. And of
course they dump them in the Sacristy or Coat Room.
Please do not work in a vacuum.

While cleaning up and setting up for Christmas | discovered
cookbook orders, recipes, and Stewardship forms in the
Sacristy. Sign-up sheets are put out and then taken away by
someone else who uses the Narthex space without putting
them back. People borrow (steal) someone else’s table or
stand and push the previous one aside. (Of course some
people never take their things down either.) There were
several tags taken and not logged in for the Christmas gifts
from the Giving Tree. Since they never came in we wonder
if people just took the tags for fun or played with them when
they had nothing else to do. However someone had to run
around trying to get these gifts so that they could be
distributed. Some came in too late for delivery.

We need to respect other people’s displays and projects. If
in doubt please ask or even tell us what you are doing and
where you put them so that we can search them out. Please

also do not block EXITS. It is vital to keep them free and
open for an emergency. Put things back where you find
them and don't discard anything unless you ask. What is
trash to one may be treasure to another or a vital part of
some appliance. Thank you for not existing in a vacuum but
realizing we all need to work together in community if it is to
work.

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE

The Historical Committee is working on our anniversary
book. We need some help. Rosary Gilheany is in rehab.
Shirley Bumen had a stroke. Joan Eacovalle is away. Last
week one was sick and that left 3. We need some help. Can
you help? Contact Father or the parish Office

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
January 16, 2008

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the Parish
website at www.ccsjn.org under Pastoral Council.
Highlights of the meeting:

- The Fundraising Committee is meeting on a regular
basis and doing very well. Fr. Bill, Sharon Lohrman,
Marybeth  Harrison, Dana Wilson, Christa
Bachman Daleny, Janice Stemple , and Fran
Barbone are the current members. Thanks to these
members for their ongoing service on this committee.
The Pastoral Council has made a couple of minor
changes to the Covenant. Please see the website
minutes for these changes. The PC Communications
Schedule has also been updated. The Five Year Plan
will be reviewed by a sub-committee in the next
couple of months. An updated copy of the Plan
should be available by the end of May
Because of the events surrounding the 25
Anniversary Celebration, there will be no Town
Meeting in May of this year.

New membership for the 2008-09 year on the
Pastoral Council is being discussed. The welcoming
date will be at Mass on June 1. Anyway who would
like to know more about becoming a Pastoral Council
Member can contact any member of the Council.

St. John’s has met 99% of its goal for the Bishop’s
Annual Appeal.

The Property Management Committee is surveying all
groups/committees at St. John’s to assess our current
facilities and plan for future use and maintenance of
the buildings and grounds.

The Discovery Sunday format is currently under
review and will be updated in the near future.

The 25" Anniversary Committee is very busy with the
plans leading up to May 18. There will be three
different books made in association with the
celebration. A souvenir book will be available on the
May 18 celebration day.

Tickets for the Italian Night are $200 per table or $30
per person.

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass —
Bishop Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — 3:00 p.m. Mass and Gala
Picnic




INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE

Many thanks to the families who have contributed musical
instruments for the Pope John Paul Il Youth Center in
Sarajevo. They will be a wonderful addition to the program
that Father Simo is creating!! The Mastro family has
donated an acoustic guitar and electronic keyboard, the
Crescenti family has donated a trumpet and saxophone,
the Germino family has donated a flute, and the Cole
family has donated a flute as well. Arrangements will be
made to ship them to Father Simo!

This program will be a continuing one. If you come upon
an instrument in good working condition, please
contact Charlotte Cole @ 908-832-2745 regarding a
donation. Instruments will be accepted at any time for the
Youth Center that is just beginning. We will help the music
program grow however we can. Thank you for your
generosity!

LABYRINTH UPDATE

If you are one of the parishioners who recently ordered
stones for the “Path to the Labyrinth” please rest assured
they are coming though there has been a slight delay. The
company we were ordering from is no longer doing them
and we had to find a new supplier. The stones will be here
in 6-8 weeks and will be the same as the ones we already
have with - though the new company will allow 4 lines
instead of 3 on the smaller stones.

The committee is looking for new ways to fund our project
and has suggested “Parties with a Purpose.” Any member
of the St. John Community is welcome to host a cocktail or
dinner party at their home and invite a limited number of
guests (30 for a cocktail party, 12-14 for dinner) who would
be asked to make a donation to the construction fund for the
Labyrinth Path. For further information please call Mary
Pat MacKenzie at 537-4645 or Anita Sawczuk at 832-
7746.

TRAIN CARS FOR THE JOHN PAUL I
YOUTH CENTER SARAJEVO

It is already two years since the renovation of the two
existing houses started and one year since the various
projects took place for the young people in Bosnia at the
ground of the John Paul Il Youth Center in Sarajevo. The
Youth Center, although it is not finished yet, continues to
invite young people to share their experiences, to learn
something new, to work and pray together and to get to
know new friends.

Since the diocese is still suffering because of the
consequences of the war, the Youth Center is struggling to
pay basic bills (electricity, heat, phone...). Therefore John
Paul 1l Youth Center together with the Youth Center
Hardehausen in Germany started the project Train cars for
the John Paul 1l Youth Center. The goal is to find 150 youth
groups, families, companies or persons till Easter 2008 who
would be willing to donate one train car for the train that
would be Foundation for John Paul Il Youth Center in
Sarajevo. Every train car is 1,000.00 Euro (about 1,430.00
US Dollars). We need 150,000.00 Euro to start the
Foundation till Easter 2008 and then eventually get to
250,000.00 Euro which will bring interest of 1,000.00 Euro
monthly for the Youth Center bills.

We started this project here in Bosnia (parishes, youth
groups, companies...), in Austria and in Germany. At this

moment we have about 50 train cars donated. You can
follow whole project and see the whole train at:
www.mladicentar.org under the link Foundation John Paul Il
Youth Center or www.sarajevo-
vision.de/hdh/aktionen/stiftung/spender.htm.

| invite you to join us on our journey in John Paul 1l Youth
Center in Sarajevo and help us find the needed train cars.
Thinking and praying for you! Yours, Fr. Simo.

Donations can be made to St. John's and will be
deposited in a fund here for Fr. Simo.

DIOCESAN NEWS

VALENTINE'S DAY |S EVERY DAY

Marriage Encounter Weekend
February 1-3

There’s no reason why Valentine’s’ Day should last just one
day each year. Why not give your spouse a gift that lasts
every day? Please join us for a special weekend
experience. The next Marriage Encounter Weekend will be
held February 1-3. Early registration is advisable as space
is limited.

Call 1-888-827-NJME for registration and informatio  n.
Visit us at  www.wwmecentralnj.org for  more
information.

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL AND YOUTH CHOIRS

The Diocesan Office for Music Ministry is currently forming a
Diocesan Youth Choir of 100 singers for the fall pilgrimage
to the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C.; and also an enlarged choir of adults and
students for the closing Eucharist of the July regional
convention of the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians, the annual Chrism Mass, and the fall pilgrimage.
Pilgrimage rehearsals are TBA. Chrism Tuesday rehearsals
begin February 19 from 8:00 — 9:30 p.m. and will be held at
the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, 146 Metlars Lane,
Piscataway. Choirs are directed by Thomas DelLessio. For
complete schedules, see www.diometuchen.org. Contact
Lisa Mary Andrade, Administrative Assistant, Office of
Worship at 732-562-1990 ext. 1634 for further
information. Requirements include a blending tone, ability
to learn music quickly, and a joyful spirit! Please RSVP no
later than Monday, February 18.

UPDATED STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Please note that the parish and staff email
addresses have changed
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STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Stewardship Thoughts

Christ calls us in distinctive ways. For Blessed

Alberto Hurtado Cruchaga, who spent much of

his childhood in foster care, the memories of

insecurity and his formation at a Jesuit

secondary school sparked a life of service. He

entered the Jesuit order in Santiago, Chile, in
1923, continued his education in Belgium, and was ordained
in 1933. Returning to Chile in 1936, he became a professor
of religion and of pedagogy, always inspiring his students to
work with the poor. He was a leader in youth ministry,
served as a spiritual director, and led many retreats. In the
1940s he began to address the needs of homeless young
people by founding homes that offered rehabilitation
centers, trade schools, and a formation in Christian values.
Inspired by the social teaching of the Church, Father
Hurtado also wrote and spoke in support of trade unions. He
died in 1952 and was beatified in 1994 by Pope John Paul
II. Learn more at http://www.vatican.va/news_services/
liturgy/saints/ns_lit doc 20051023 cruchaga en.html
Stewardship of Time, Talent and Treasure sometimes takes
on a full time involvement. The story of Father Hurtado is
one of those instances. It is not always religious life and
ordained ministry in which this takes place. There are full
time lay ministers, full time mothers and fathers who take
less time for themselves so that they can give themselves to
volunteer ministries that include fire fighters and first aid
squad people. These people serve as an example and
challenge to the role of stewardship as a spiritual way of life.
Very often we cannot give in this way and only give of our
treasure but we must not forget that sharing treasure gives
others the opportunities to share their time and talent. We
work together not separately in this call to stewardship.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
104 Responses from 366 Families
96 Time & Talent, 85 Treasure

The watchword today is “immediately.” Peter and Andrew,
James and John all respond immediately to the call of
Christ. May | be as open to God’s call and as ready to use
my talents in his service as those first disciples were!

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For January 21, 2007

114 Weekly DONOTS........ovvveeeeiiiiiiiieeee e $3,671.00
26 Monthly DONOIS .......cccvveiiieeiie e sve e $3,084.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuveeirieiiiiesiieesieesiveenieeesireesnneees $116.00
B o) = | $6,271.00
For January 20, 2008 (366 Families)
98 WEEKIY DONOIS.....cvvecveeeiieeciee e civeesieeesiva e $2,713.00
20 Monthly DONOIS ......cccveeiiieecieeiie e sve e $2,770.00
LOOSE MONEY....ccuveeiriesiieeriiiesieesiveeneeesivaesaneees $125.00
B o] v= | OO UURRRROt $6,986.00
Weekly NEd.........ceeiiiieieeieec e e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
NOVEMDBET ...vvviiiiiiciiiee e $7,317.00
(003 (0] o 1= SOOI $6,626.00
SEPEMDBET ..o $6,664.00
AUGUSE e e ee et a e $7,212.00
JUIY .o $6,103.00
JUNE e $7,029.00
VALY vttt $6,439.00
APTIL e $6,234.00
MAICH e $6,926.00
FEDIUAIY....eciie ettt $7,126.00
JANUATY .eveiiie e et e et eenee s $6,699.00
DECEMDEY ... $7,868.00

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

OFFICE ANGELS
- Angel Needed p.m.
- Angel Needed p.m.
Wednesday, January 30 - Angel Needed p.m.
Thursday, January 31 - Angel Needed p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

Monday, January 28
Tuesday, January 29

January 26 & 27 - C. Crescenti 5:30 p.m.
- V. Santoro 8:00 a.m.
- V. Hoffart 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
February 2 & 3 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- J. Klawunn 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of January 27 - J. Pennucci
Week of February 3 - P. Palmer

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

January 31 - Team B

February 8 - Team C
BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

February 1 - A. Tagliareni

February 8 - C. Carroll

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For January 20, 2008

Weekly Monthly
6 5.00 | = 30.00 1 30.00 | = 30.00
10 10.00 | = 100.00 | 4 40.00 | = 160.00
9 15.00 | = 135.00 2 60.00 | = 120.00
25 20.00 | = 500.00 3 80.00 | = 240.00
1 22.00 | = 22.00 1 90.00 | = 90.00
22 25.00 | = 550.00 3| 100.00 | = 300.00
4 30.00 | = 120.00 1| 130.00 | = 130.00
1 33.00 | = 33.00 2| 200.00 | = 400.00
3 35.00 | = 105.00 1| 300.00 | = 300.00
4 40.00 | = 160.00 1| 350.00 | = 350.00
5 50.00 | = 250.00 | 1| 350.00 | = 350.00
1 58.00 | = 58.00 | 20 2770.00
2 75.00 | = 150.00
1 90.00 | = 90.00
3| 100.00 | = 300.00
1| 110.00 | = 110.00
98 2713.00
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