FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

When the Lord calls, | will answer.

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann

MASS SCHEDULE
February 16 & 17
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on a continuing spiritual journey of hope: Lector A. Piechowski
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith Altar SEIVET ......oovvvvoeeooeooeeerreecrsoseeseseereneenn.. Sullivan Family
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9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View) unday 219 P.M.
9:00 a.m. Family Faith Day — Grade 3 (Valley View) Egclttagrrant ........................................................... Fr. M(I?leﬁrtvé?é
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) iniSters of the EUGRAIISE o K. GoMma, M. Wickel

Monday, February 11 — BIl. Thomas Hemerford
10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center)
6:00 p.m. Brownie Meeting (Office Center)

Tuesday, February 12 — Lenten Weekday
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting
(Office Center)

Wednesday, February 13 — St. Modomnoc

9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Thursday, February 14 — Ss. Cyril & Methodius
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 15 — Ss. Henry & Alfardus
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church Center)

Saturday, February 16 — St. Pedro De Jesus
Maldonando Lucero
8:30 a.m. Pastoral Council (Office Center)

Sunday, February 17 — Second Sunday of Lent/Snow &
Heat Collection
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Valley View)

CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
This Weekend

Imagine life below the poverty line, where one in eight
Americans struggles every day to hang on. The Catholic
Campaign for Human Development helps people to create
permanent solutions to the problem of poverty in their
communities. Be part of the numbers that care; give
generously to the CCHD Appeal this weekend. Visit
povertyusa.org to learn more.

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT
Next Weekend

February is Catholic Press Month — a time to recognize the
work of our diocesan newspaper, the Catholic Spirit. Today,
more than ever before, our diocesan newspaper is a critical
communications source for enlightenment, information and
witness to Gospel values. The baskets will be passed twice
next weekend. The passing after the communion of the
Mass will be for subscriptions to the Catholic Spirit.

BLACK AND VIOLET BOOKLETS

You will find booklets for Lent in the Narthex. We ask a
$1.00 to cover costs. The Little Black Book has a reflection
for every day of Lent for adults. The children will find
activities in the Little Purple Book for the season of Lent.




FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - Year A

As Lent begins, we recall that our Christian conversion
depends on the gift of our freedom to make choices (CCC
#1730-48). The two-edged sword of our freedom is that we
have the ability to choose for good or for evil. Human
history has too often been the history of sinful choices (CCC
#1427-39). But Jesus shows us the way to authentic
Christian discipleship by his choice to be a faithful and
obedient son (CCC #538-40).

CHOOSE CHRIST
Today is the day of Election. Those coming
into the church are enrolled in the Book of
the Elect and enter the period of purification
and enlightenment. We are all tempted as
Adam and Eve were in the Garden, and
even as Jesus our Lord and Messiah was, but with his
obedient Passover work for us we can receive the free gift
of salvation. We can get through temptation as Jesus did
by following him on his way — even through death to the
resurrected newborn life of God. God chooses us — do you

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, February 12
7:00 p.m. Edward Franz req. Griffin Family

Wednesday, February 13
9:30 a.m. People of the Parish

Friday, February 15
7:00 a.m. Harold Dill

Saturday, February 16
5:30 p.m. Edward Furlong req. Catholic Community of
St. John Neumann

Sunday, February 17
8:00 a.m. Helen Schneiderwind req. Klawunn Family
10:30 a.m. Joan Costantino req. Simila Family
12:15 p.m. Jeffrey Korba req. George & Robin Van Dyke

choose the Lord?

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
John Ballard
Matthew Ballistar
Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Frances Bihan
Mary Bock
Shirley Bumen
James Burns
John Burns
Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli
Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Annette Danziger
Peter Demchur
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell
Michael Doran
Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Elisse Erz
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
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Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Andrew Grant
Angela Grieco
Mickie Griffin
Christina Grillo
Rhonda Hay

Ed Hempling
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Travis Jacobs
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Jen Kennedy
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
George Kostecki
Michael Lamotte
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino

lole Matthews
Marie Mazzoni
Zaira Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn
Sr. Margaret O’Rourke
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead

Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Eddie Poole

Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel

Pat Roach

Julie Ruby
Denise Sanchez
Benjamin Sawczuk
Gail Sawczuk

Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer

Abe Shalaby

Paul Shubeck
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Alice Sprague
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Paul Talias

John Toolan
Brian Travis
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Hazel Van Kampen
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Florence Weimer
Harvey Whille
John William
Kevin Winters
Raymond Woijcik
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Monday, February 11
11:00 a.m. Appointment
5:30 p.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)

Tuesday, February 12
Bulletin
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Stewardship (Office Center)

Wednesday, February 13
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
2:00 p.m. Historical Committee (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, February 14
10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Friday, February 15
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Flower Show
7:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)

Saturday, February 16

8:30 a.m. Pastoral Council (Office Center)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and resurrection. The following will be remembered
in the Eucharistic Prayer: Frank Morrison —
Catherine Brocato — Mary Wagner — Martha
Beattie

Deceased: Martha Beattie , aunt of Rosary Gilheany. May she
find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may her
family find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from
family and friends.

OFFICE CLOSED

The Office Center will be closed on Monday, February 18
for President’s Day.




SOCIAL MINISTRY

NEWTON THANKS

Please check out the “Picture Card — Thank You” that we
received from the folks at Newton Guest House this past
week. You will find it at the Social Ministry Station in the
Narthex. While it isn't possible to display every card of
thanks we receive, you can rest assured that everyone to
whom we provide assistance in any fashion is deeply
appreciative. Whether it is a resident of a nursing home or
someone who needs help to navigate a difficult time in their
lives, those we assist always express their thanks.

For many who thought of themselves as independent owing
nothing to anyone, it takes great courage to overcome the
prideful challenge that asking for help entails. This is true
both for the person trying to miss one of life's moguls as
well as a new resident of a nursing home. Isn’t it wonderful
that there are those who by giving of their time, talent and
treasure are there to assist in whatever way they can?

FOOD PANTRY WEEKEND

February 17 is our Food Pantry Weekend this month. The
following items in any quantity would help: cake mixes,
canned icing, cereal, canned coffee, tea, pasta, pa sta
sauce, grated cheese, salad dressing, canned veggie s,
canned fruit and snacks (nuts, granola bars, cookie S,
etc.)

As always, please remember to check the expiration date of
the item and be sure it extends past the scheduled delivery
date. We will not knowingly distribute anything that is out of
date. Our next large-scale food delivery will be the mid-
March — Easter distribution to those in need.

SHIP
Monday, February 11, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the
SHIP’s Galley Soup Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for
Monday, February 11. We will need hot casseroles, soup,
tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items,

please call Anne Germino at 439-9335 . All items must be
at the Office Center by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning,
February 11. Thank you for your continued support of this

Ministry.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, February 21, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.H

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take
place on Thursday, February 21 from 10:00 a.m. until
noon. Please consider joining us and spend some time
with the residents - they really look forward to our visits.
Children are always welcome!! If you would like to
provide a snack or if you would like more informati on,
please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

Saint John’s will be supporting Spruce Run Lutheran
Church for the Interfaith Hospitality Network. The Network
provides temporary housing for families as well as
individuals in need. The guests will be at Spruce Run from
Sunday March 2 through Sunday March 16. Saint John’s

is responsible for Thursday, March 6, Friday March 7,
and Tuesday March 11. Volunteers are needed for
providing meals and/or hospitality. This is great opportunity
for service for families as well as individuals. Look for sign
up sheets in the Narthex. There will be a clipboard on the
Social Ministry table. Please call Eileen Papson at 832-
7290  with any  questions, or e-mail at
papson@comcast.net.

ANDERSON HOUSE

“The worst part of addiction is that

once you cross that line, you can

never go back without help!” If you or

someone you know has this problem

Anderson House can help. Pick up a
brochure in the Narthex or call 908-534-5818.

WOMEN'S HEALTHCARE SERVICES

Women, Children, Men experiencing domestic violence,
sexual assault call 888-988-4033
Pick up a brochure in the Narthex.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who are in need are either
too entwined in their situation to contact us directly or to
proud to ask for help. You can be the “angel of mercy” who
helps by simply making us aware of an individual or family
in need. Call Earl or Rita at the Office Center, send us an
email or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the parish website
— http://www.ccsjn.org/

Social Ministry Donations -  When making donations
unless directed to do otherwise, checks for any Social
Ministry function, program or fund raiser should be made
out to St. John’s Social Ministry with a memo indicating the
intended program. This enables the parish to track your
donation(s) for end of the year tax reporting. If you make the
check payable to another organization then that
organization tracks the donation and it won't appear on the
tax statement you receive from St. John Neumann.
Donations for anything can always be put in the Social
Ministry Drop Box located at the Social Ministry Station in
the Narthex. Envelopes can be found on the stand next to
the box.

Sponsor Child - Please pray for and drop your donation in
the Jar at the Social Ministry Station. (Our community has
committed to a minimum of $30/month to sponsor Angel
Cerdena, 11 who lives in the Philippines. See our sponsor
child’s web page on the parish website.)

Haves ‘n Needs — Member of the parish? List either your
“Haves” or your “Needs” on the website www.ccsjn.org
Coupon Clipper’'s Corner — Please join our regular coupon
clippers in donating coupons in support of our holiday food
program and the local food pantries. You can drop your
coupons in the container in the Narthex. PLEASE! CLIP
THE COUPONS. Our volunteers are no less busy than
anyone else.

New Eyes for the Needy - donate your old eyeglasses in
basket at Social Ministry Station

Rosary Beads & Medals - basket at Social Ministry Station
St. Jude’s Ranch - please donate all your Campbell Soup
labels to Social Ministry to help St. Jude’s Ranch.




EVANGELIZATION

FROM GOD TO CHRIST wk.5

Before an individual approaches the prospect of becoming a
Christian, they usually wrestle with the question of the
existence of God. In this section we are examining five
philosophical proofs that derived from human reason, for the
existence of God. The hope is that these proofs through
reason will enhance the faith of those who know God and
worship Him in their lives. A further hope is that these same
proofs will help those who are still searching.

PASCAL'S WAGER

Pascal was a seventeenth century philosopher, scientist
and mathematician who argued the existence of God in
terms of a wager. He based his wager on the fact that a
normal, rational man will, when given two possible choices,
choose the one with the best chance of obtaining a reward.
For instance, if someone says that your house is on fire, it
could be or it could not. The cost of finding out if it is, such
as looking to see if it is, is small compared to the potential
loss of not bothering to look and finding it burnt down. It
would be utter foolishness for you not to take that look to
see if your house is on fire.

In the same manner, we are all forced to face the fact that
one day we are going to die. At that moment of our death
we will be faced with the fact that either God exists or He
doesn't. If He doesn't exist, then it will not matter whether or
not we had thrown our lot in with God during our lives. If on
the other hand though, God does exist and we were faithful
to Him, we will receive an infinite reward. In the same way, if
he does exist and we were unfaithful during our lifetime, we
lose everything.

So if we bet that God exists and we were right we win
everything. In the same way, if we bet that God exists and
we are wrong and he does not exist, we have lost nothing.

If we now look at it from the other side and at the start of our
lives bet that God does not exist and are right then we win
nothing. In the same way, if we bet that God does not exist
and are wrong then we lose everything. So the only sensible
wager is the bet that God exists. With such a wager we
have everything to gain and nothing to lose.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

We pray the Stations of the Cross because it is a powerful
way to contemplate and enter into the mystery of Jesus’ gift
of Himself to us. It is an active imaginative process involving
our senses and emotions.

From the first followers of Christ, many walked “The Way of
the Cross.” In early times you might have been asked if you
were a follower of the “The Way.” For a thousand years
Europeans traveled to the Holy Land in order to walk the
path that Christ tread. The stations evolved from two
traditions one that Our Lady walked the path Jesus
originally took to Calvary stopping to review those
happenings along the way. The second has to do with the
period from just prior to the Crusades to the present day
when it is dangerous for a Christian to travel in and around
Jerusalem.

Stations provide both contemplative as well as penitential
prayer opportunities.

Stations of the Cross this Lenten season at St. Joh n
Neumann will be held at 7:00 p.m. each Friday durin g

Lent up to Good Friday. On Good Friday we will
celebrate Living Stations at 1:00 pm.
Please join us this year for Stations!

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in faith.

COMMUNITY NEWS

HOST FAMILY NEEDED

His father, Stefan Schneider, spent his junior year in high
school at Vorhees and now his son Tim wants to do the
same. A host family is needed for one year starting in the
fall of 2008. Tim is 15 years old and speaks German,
English, and French. He currently lives in Cologne. Please
contact Fred Pfeufer (832-7935) if interested or fo  r more
information. | can personally vouch for the Schneider
family and for Tim.

ST. JUDE CHILDREN'S RESEARCH
HOSPITAL FUNDRAISER

Monday, February 11, Curves For Women, 438 Rt. 513,
Califon, NJ 07830

Give a donation to help fight childhood cancer and other
catastrophic diseases. Stop by Monday, February 11, or call
Suzanne at 832-1200 to find out more and how you can
receive a special offer.

RESPECT LIFE

The Supreme Court's 1973 decision legalizing abortion
raised the status of abortionists, once considered low
criminals, “to that of professionals nobly serving women.”
Wanda Franz, Ph.D., NRL News, 5/07

Daphne Paige Roskowski
Daughter of Scott & Cathleen Roskowski

Welcome this recently baptized baby into the Community
of St. John Neumann. We congratulate her parents and
offer our prayers and assistance in raising their child in the
Catholic faith.




ADULT FORMATION

(#

UPDATED STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES

Please note that the parish and staff email
addresses have changed

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT3 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CW4, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AQO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Lt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, USMC
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1! Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
EM3 Runge, Adam, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a
loved one who is on military deployment. Several families in
St. John's community have lived with the emotional roller
coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact
Marian and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike
Mastro (537-6224), or Catherine McVicker (303-0907) at
any time .




CATECHESIS

“Encountering the Living Christ”
First Sunday of Lent

Focus: Facing Temptation
“Temptation offers us the opportunity for
faithfulness”

Scripture : Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be
tempted by the devil: “If you are the Son of
God, command that these stones become
loaves of bread...throw yourself down...all
these | shall give to you, if you will prostrate
yourself and worship me.”
Matthew 4:1-11

Reflection:  The devil tempts Jesus to power, possessions
and pride. What are the worst temptations for

you?
Song: “Led By the Spirit” #119
Story : Death of a Salesman

In  Arthur Miller's iconic American play, Death of a
Salesman, Willy Loman works a territory in the posh New
England countryside. Willy longs for the success, power,
and wealth he sees among his well heeled would be clients
- clients who barely give him the time of day. Despite his
poor sales, Willie lives the illusion of success. He brags to
his two boys, Biff and Happy:

"Boys, they know me up and down New England. The
finest people. And when | bring you boys up there, the
doors will open for all of us. 'Cause one thing's for sure,
boys, | have friends in high places. | can park my car on any
street in New England and the cops will protect it as if it
were their own . . . | never have to wait in line to see a
buyer. 'Willie Loman is here!" That's all they have to know,
and | go right through."

But, in reality, Loman's pitch doesn't cut it. Willie loses his
job, his dignity and (he believes) the love of his family. He
takes his own life in the hope that his family can cash in on
the insurance policy. At his funeral, only his immediate
family and best friend are there to mourn him. His son Biff,
now grown, says scornfully, "He had the wrong dreams. All,
all wrong . . . He never knew who he was."

The Spirit leads us into the desert this Lent to consider the
questions that Willy Loman could never grasp: Who are
we? What are we looking for in this life? What do we value
and treasure on this journey to eternity? Jesus sought
answers to those same questions in his forty-day desert
retreat; it was a time for Jesus to discern what God was
calling him to do. The next forty days invite us to our own
time of stillness in the midst of our busy lives to understand
what God calls us to be and do in the life he has given us
and to decide how we can best realize that sense of
happiness and fulfillment. Make this Lent a "desert time" for
yourself, a time to look quietly and prayerfully beyond the
Willy Loman facades we all hide behind and to realize the
promise our lives hold and the joys yet to be realized.

Connections, February 2008

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FUNDRAISER
GERTRUDE HAWK

Order forms are due this weekend. Please return orders
through Religious Education or drop them off at the Office
Center by Monday, February 11. For your convenience,
you may also order on-line at www.gertrudehawk.com
Our group # is 119849. Online  orders delivered to St.
Johns with free shipping will be accepted till Eebruary 21 .
Online orders after this date and up to March 14 _ will be
shipped to your home. Thanks for your kind support. Any
guestions call Annette Tagliareni at 832-2162.

OPERATION RICE BOWL 2008

Our Lenten journey has begun. Catholic Relief Services
invites you to make this journey in solidarity with your global
family, and Operation Rice Bowl makes this easy and
enriching. It is a journey of prayer, fasting, learning and
giving . To be Catholic means to be linked not just to our
local communities, but also to our global community. Last
year, the $8 million offered by participants in Operation Rice
Bowl made a huge difference to people all around the world.
Your participation in Operation Rice Bowl during this Lenten
season will challenge you to expand your own horizons.
You will be provoked to alleviate suffering and combat
injustice. Together, we can induce tremendous change:
“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be satisfied.” To participate, pick up a calendar
and rice bowl in the narthex at the Operation Rice Bowl
display. These will also be distributed to each Religious
Education family at our gatherings this weekend.

FUND RAISING

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 24 families purchase Shop-Rite and A&P gift cards
last weekend, for a total of $3,100.00 with $155.00 coming
to the parish. Stop after Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Our thanks to all who
purchase these cards and to those who are willing to stay
after Mass to sell them.

WANTED - NEEDED - HELPPPP

The Auction - the major fundraiser of the year is in need of
people. Yes, we are starting now because there is a lot to
keep on top of. We have chairs but we need co-chairs
because Cathy McVicker will not be here the day of the
Auction and Marybeth Harrison has the wedding of her first
daughter in August. So please give this some serious
thought and prayer to aid us in this major budgetary item for
the year. This fundraiser is the third major cash flow of the
year that comes at the end of our fiscal year and meets the
bills that accumulate till that time.

So pleaseeee! Come to the aid of your parish. Call Cathy
McVicker 832-2560 - catherinemcvicker@gmail.com or
Marybeth Harrison 537-9601 maryb1212@hotmail.com or
the Office 832-2513 sjn@ccsin.orq if you can assist or know
of someone that should be asked or encouraged.




QUILTERS ARE STITCHING AGAIN

After taking a brief break over the Christmas holiday, the
Sacristy Stitchers are back at the quilt frame in the Seton
Room. If you've thought about participating in this
fundraising ministry, why not start with the new year! To
accommodate both day and evening availability or
preference, two groups work simultaneously on the same
project. The daytime quilters meet on Tuesdays from 9:30
a.m. until noon and the evening groups meets on Thursdays
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Weekly attendance is not mandatory,
nor is quilting experience. Call Bonnie Garcia at 975-3003
or Barbara Gates at 832-6423, respectively, for Tue sday
or Thursday information.

LENTEN LABYRINTH

There is a difference between a labyrinth and a maze. In a
maze you can get lost, you get anxious about following the
right turn, fearful of being trapped. Your journey is one of
fun or fear, a desire to hide or be found, loss of where you
are going and if it is the right way. A game of hide and seek
or just a way to frighten others. A labyrinth is rather a very
defined walk that leads to the center. You pass the place
where you were and where you are going to be. The
labyrinth frees you of anxiety, fear and a sense of loss. You
walk deliberatively, meditatively with a planned destination.
A labyrinth adds the dimension of faith in your journey. You
can walk it alone or with someone else but nevertheless it is
a journey and not a flight.

We have walked the roads of Lent many times. We do it
again and again because we don't get it right or because we
just need this experience on our spiritual journey. | really
don't believe that we have to impose sacrifice on our selves
to keep ourselves in shape. If we are about loving we have
enough built in sacrifice to suffice. The walk of the labyrinth
as the journey of Lent keeps us focused, centered. We are
on a journey, a path that leads us eventually to the Center
of all life, God from whom we come and to whom we go.

As you walk the labyrinth of Lent recall how this is familiar.
Recall other Lents and what you have accomplished. Think
of the people with whom you have traveled. Watch to see
what you failed to learn and how you can do it better this
time. Do it slowly, deliberately, aware of the present and
where you set your foot and the center to which it leads you.
Be aware of the people in front of you and those behind you
as well as those beside you. They will slow you down, aid
you if you falter and encourage you with their own deliberate
steps on the journey. Come walk the labyrinth in your mind,
in your heart, in your life and on the grounds of St. John
Neumann.

BE SURE TO TAKE A WOODEN LABYRINTH TO WEAR
DURING THE SEASON OF LENT.

PARISH NEWS

25" ANNIVERSARY T SHIRTS

We are offering for sale 25" anniversary T Shirts. They are
$15.00 a piece and come in sizes for men and youth and
different design and sizes for women. You can pick one up

in the Narthex after Mass. | gave them to my family for
Christmas. They are great keepsakes of our anniversary.

CHAIRPERSON NEEDED ASAP FOR
BILLIARD NIGHT

February 29 — Tentative Date

We would like to try again to put together a Billiard Night at
On the Break Billiards in Washington. We are in need of a
chairperson for this fundraiser and we are looking at
February 29 as a possible date. But time is short so if we
don't have someone come forward soon, the date will have
to be revisited. Please call Dana Wilson if you can chair
this event. 908-832-7322.

SIGN UP!

We will be experimenting with a new way of signing up for
the events here at St. John’s. We will include in the bulletin
a sheet that will have all the sign ups asked for in the
bulletin. You can fill out the sheet (during the homily if it is
boring) and deposit in the basket in the Narthex, put it in the
collection basket or mail or drop it off at the Office. If all that
fails you can go on line to sign up or to the bulletin and do it
there. Sign up sheets have been lost, misplaced or not
placed back after the Narthex has been cleared for another
event. Tell us what you think and if this is an alternative way
to make it easier.

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE WORD

What a necessary and wonderful enriching ministry -
Children’s Liturgy of the Word. There are 2 gatherings a
month during the 10:30 a.m. Mass with a meeting of
preparation on one Monday evening a month. Rotation of
presentation means that you are the leader once every 2
months.

Why not come as a helper and get the gist of the service
and see that you can do this if you can talk to children.

We need you. Please respond to the Parish Office, Fr.
Bill or Regina DeStefano 713-6839.

TOM AND ROSARY GILHEANY

Tom and Rosary were injured in an auto accident the week
of December 9. They have been transferred to Care One —
151 Madison Ave, Morristown, NJ — near the hospital. Their
new phone numbers are: Tom - 973 656-4246: Rosary -
973 656-4248. According to Rosary, they are healing nicely
and will probably be in the rehab another 3 weeks.

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY
January 16, 2008

A complete copy of the minutes is available on the Parish
website at www.ccsjn.org under Pastoral Council.
Highlights of the meeting:

- The Fundraising Committee is meeting on a regular
basis and doing very well. Fr. Bill, Sharon Lohrman,
Marybeth  Harrison, Dana Wilson, Christa
Bachman Daleny, Janice Stemple , and Fran
Barbone are the current members. Thanks to these
members for their ongoing service on this committee.
The Pastoral Council has made a couple of minor
changes to the Covenant. Please see the website
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minutes for these changes. The PC Communications
Schedule has also been updated. The Five Year Plan
will be reviewed by a sub-committee in the next
couple of months. An updated copy of the Plan
should be available by the end of May

Because of the events surrounding the 25
Anniversary Celebration, there will be no Town
Meeting in May of this year.

New membership for the 2008-09 year on the
Pastoral Council is being discussed. The welcoming
date will be at Mass on June 1. Anyway who would
like to know more about becoming a Pastoral Council
Member can contact any member of the Council.

St. John’s has met 99% of its goal for the Bishop's
Annual Appeal.

The Property Management Committee is surveying all
groups/committees at St. John’s to assess our current
facilities and plan for future use and maintenance of
the buildings and grounds.

The Discovery Sunday format is currently under
review and will be updated in the near future.

The 25" Anniversary Committee is very busy with the
plans leading up to May 18. There will be three
different books made in association with the
celebration. A souvenir book will be available on the
May 18 celebration day.

Tickets for the Italian Night are $200 per table or $30
per person.

25™ ANNIVERSARY DATES

May 18, 2008 — 2:00 p.m. — Celebration Mass
— Bishop Bootkoski

October 4, 2008 — 3:00 p.m. Mass and Gala
Picnic

INSTRUMENTS OF PEACE

Many thanks to the families who have contributed musical
instruments for the Pope John Paul Il Youth Center in
Sarajevo. They will be a wonderful addition to the program
that Father Simo is creating!! The Mastro family has
donated an acoustic guitar and electronic keyboard, the
Crescenti family has donated a trumpet and saxophone,
the Germino family has donated a flute, and the Cole
family has donated a flute as well. Arrangements will be
made to ship them to Father Simo!

This program will be a continuing one. If you come upon
an instrument in good working condition, please
contact Charlotte Cole @ 908-832-2745 regarding a
donation. Instruments will be accepted at any time for the
Youth Center that is just beginning. We will help the music
program grow however we can. Thank you for your
generosity!

LABYRINTH UPDATE

If you are one of the parishioners who recently ordered
stones for the “Path to the Labyrinth,” please rest assured
they are coming though there has been a slight delay. The
company we were ordering from is no longer doing them
and we had to find a new supplier. The stones will be here
in 6-8 weeks and will be the same as the ones we already
have with - though the new company will allow 4 lines
instead of 3 on the smaller stones.

‘PARTIES WITH A PURPOSE”

The Labyrinth Committee is looking for families/couples
willing to Host a “Party with a Purpose” - building of the
Labyrinth Path. Have a group of friends/parishioners in for a
cocktail party or dinner and ask for a donation to help defray
the cost of laying the labyrinth stones. A suggested
donation would be $50.00 per person for dinner. If you
need help or suggestions, please call Anita Sawczuk at
832-7746 or Mary Pat MacKenzie at 537-4645.

A WISH LIST

We are looking for a parishioner who is experienced in
laying paving stones (for the Labyrinth path) or has
knowledge of someone who can perform this task for the
parish at a reasonable cost. Please call Anita Sawczuk if
you can help - 832-7746.

DIOCESAN NEWS

DIOCESAN FESTIVAL AND YOUTH CHOIRS

The Diocesan Office for Music Ministry is currently forming a
Diocesan Youth Choir of 100 singers for the fall pilgrimage
to the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C.; and also an enlarged choir of adults and
students for the closing Eucharist of the July regional
convention of the National Association of Pastoral
Musicians, the annual Chrism Mass, and the fall pilgrimage.
Pilgrimage rehearsals are TBA. Chrism Tuesday rehearsals
begin February 19 from 8:00 — 9:30 p.m. and will be held at
the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, 146 Metlars Lane,
Piscataway. Choirs are directed by Thomas DeLessio. For
complete schedules, see www.diometuchen.org. Contact
Lisa Mary Andrade, Administrative Assistant, Office of
Worship at 732-562-1990 ext. 1634 for further
information. Requirements include a blending tone, ability
to learn music quickly, and a joyful spirit! Please RSVP no
later than Monday, February 18.

OPEN YOUR HEART & YOUR HOME

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen’'s Therapeutic
Foster Care Program is seeking warm, supportive
individuals and families to serve as Resource families to
children in need. Many of these children are innocent
victims of abuse and neglect. Children of all ages and
backgrounds are in need of loving, nurturing homes. CALL
TODAY! 1-866-247-HOME (4663).You Can Help!!

ARE YOU INVOLVED IN MARRIAGE
PREPARATION OR WOULD LIKE TO BE?

The Family Life Office of the Diocese of Metuchen is
introducing one of the country’s most highly acclaimed new
programs for engaged couples into its offerings for parishes.
Based on Pope John II's revolutionary new insights found in
the Theology of the Body, the new program, God'’s Plan for
a Joy-Filled Marriage has helped thousands of engaged
couples come to a more profound understanding of
marriage than ever before.

The Training Weekend for the God’s Plan program will be
held on Friday March 28 from 6:30 p.m. until Saturday,
March 29 at 9:00 p.m. at the St. John Neumann Diocesan
center, 146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway. The Training will be
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presented by trainers from Ascension Press in collaboration
with the Theology of the Body Institute.

God’'s Plan for a Joy-Filled Marriage is a marriage
preparation supplement that offers engaged couples a more
compelling presentation of God’s glorious plan for marital
love than perhaps any program available in the Church
today.

The training will enable marriage preparation ministers like
you to share an understanding of the Theology of the Body
with engaged couples, to handle commonly asked questions
from them, and to learn the necessary skills to facilitate the
program successfully.

For more details about the training, please contact Judy
Psota in the Family Life Office at 732-562-2467, email
address jpsota@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/familylife.

For more general information about the God’s Plan
program, please visit www.JoyFilledMarriage.com.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE ORGANISTS
AND PIANISTS

The Diocese of Metuchen NPM (National Association of
Pastoral Musicians) is hosting the Regional Convention in
July of 2008. On Wednesday, July 2, 2008 at 12:00 noon
we are presenting a concert of organists and pianists. We
are looking for students who would like to participate in this
event! Students are asked to audition in either the organist
or pianist category (and may audition in both). Audition
requirements are as follows: Organists : Any Bach Prelude
and Fugue; Any Romantic or Modern piece of your
choosing. Pianists : Any Bach Prelude or Fugue or any
piece from The Well-Tempered Clavier; ny Sonata
(including both the fast and slow movements) by Mozart,
Haydn or Beethoven.

An audition cassette or CD, which includes the above
pieces performed by the student, should be sent to:

William Berg, St. Augustine of Canterbury Church, 45
Henderson Road, Kendall Park, NJ 08824.

Cassettes or CDs need to be postmarked by February 22,
2008. Final, in person, auditions will take place at St.
Augustine’s. If you have any questions, please contact
William Berg at 732-297-3000 or
musicdir@staugustinenj.org  or Chris Deibert at 732-721-
0179 or c_deibert@yahoo.com

SACRAMENT PREPARATION

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, May 16, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is
present to welcome the child into the church and to pledge

their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — May 16 at
7:15 p.m. For more information or to begin the process
please call the parish office center at 832-2513 or use the
online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

CONFIRMATION

St. John Neumann Shrine trip, Saturday,
February 23, 7:30 a.m.

CPIII Confirmation candidates will meet in the parking lot in
front of the church for the St. John Neumann Shrine trip  at
7:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 23 and return at
approximately 2:00 p.m.. Notarized permission slips are
due by Friday, February 15 .

CPlll PARENT RETREAT PLANNING
MEETING

CPIII parents will meet to plan the CPIIl Day of Reflection
on Wednesday, February 27 in the Church Center. A letter
with more information about this meeting was sent out last
week. Please familiarize yourself with this material and
bring your creativity! At least one parent of each
Confirmandi is expected to help plan and run this Day of
Reflection for our teens who are preparing to receive
Confirmation next October.

FIRST EUCHARIST

First Eucharist Catechesis Session 3 — Saturday, February
23, 3:30- 5:00 p.m. in the Church Center.

First Eucharist Catechesis Session 4 — Saturday, March 8,
3:30- 5:00 p.m. in the Church Center.

INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION

Fourth graders have been preparing for Individual
Reconciliation in their catechesis gatherings. Special dates
for the celebration of Individual Reconciliation are:

February 27 — Individual Reconciliation Practice, 4:30 — 5:45
p.m. in the Church Center

March 5 - Individual Reconciliation Ceremony, 7:30 p.m. in
the Church Center

PASTORAL COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESSES

Pam SteWart...........ueeeeeeeeereeereereeereeeeeennns apstewart@att.net
John Cole.....oovvevveieeeieiii johncole@nac.net
Lyle Garcia........ccccvveeeeeiiiiiiiieeee e, blgarcia2@yahoo.com
Dana Wilson...........evvvevvvvvvnnnnnennnnnnns wilsdana@hotmail.com
Therese ShicK .......ccoeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiniieeees etshick@gmail.com
Phyllis Baker ........ccccccovvviviiieeeeenns p.baker@patmedia.net
Kevin Dean................... Kevin.Dean@VerizonWireless.com
FroBill oo, jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org
Marilyn Wickel .........cccccoovvnnnnee. miwickel@embargmail.com
Mary Connolly .........ccceeeenee mandmconnolly@earthlink.net




STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP — TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Stewardship Thoughts

Three journeys. Two different responses to God.

One choice.

Adam and Eve fall to the temptation to trust their

own knowledge and judgment rather than God'’s.

In doing so they set themselves up for a journey

that takes them away from the garden and
eternal life with God.
In the Gospel, Jesus journeys with the Spirit into the desert,
where he faces the temptation to take physical and spiritual
matters into his own hands. But Jesus places his trust in
God for everything he needs and sends the devil away.
We make the third journey. Lent invites us to move closer to
God trusting that God’s will is the path to our peace. New
life awaits.
We frequently rely on directions. Whether it is mapquest, a
GPS instrument in your car or just written directions we
often follow some guide to get where we are going.
Sometimes even these guides give us the wrong direction
or we feel that we know how to get there and don't listen.
Men don’t ask directions and women sometimes give long
detailed directions (so folklore tells us). | have often gotten
lost even with directions or a person sitting next to me telling
me where to go. There are movies about road trips that take
detours and wild experiences. The stewardship of time
comes into play in these experiences and in the journey of
Lent.
Just follow the directions, the yellow brick road or the
directions of Lenten practice. There is something very
important about the practices of Lent. They must include not
just sacrifice but the reaching out to help others. Lent is not
just about ourselves but about how we can free ourselves
so that we have time to be good stewards. Lent is not about
doing some fantastic, unique or extraordinary thing. Lent is
about doing the things we should be doing all year long and
have forgotten or failed to do. Being a good steward is a
journey for Lent. Let’'s not get onto the wrong road or follow
the wrong directions. Just work on being a good steward,
sharing time, talent and treasure and you will make your
Lenten journey a spiritual way of life.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

“We are a Stewardship Parish sharing
Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
104 Responses from 366 Families
96 Time & Talent, 85 Treasure

What temptations lure us from the path of discipleship?
Possessions? Pride? Power? Oh Lord, create for us a
clean heart and renew a steadfast spirit within us!

EINANCIAL UPDATE

For February 4, 2007

102 Weekly DONOTS........ccevveeiiiiiiiiieeeee s $2,686.50
35 Monthly Donors... $3,620.00
LOOSE MONEY......oeieeciiiiieciiie ettt $96.00
Total oo $6,402.50

For February 3, 2008 (366 Families)

100 Weekly DONOIS........ueeiiieeiiiiiiiieee e
34 Monthly Donors...
Children...............
Loose Money......
TOtAl v

Weekly Need.........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie s e

Weekly Averages:

JANUATY ©.oiviiiiiee e e e $6,640.00
December $7,868.00
$7,317.00
$6,626.00
$6,664.00
$7,212.00
$6,103.00
$7,029.00
$6,439.00
$6,234.00
$6,926.00
................................................................... $7,126.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For February 3, 2008

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES
OFFICE ANGELS
Monday, February 11 - J. Santoro p.m.
Tuesday, February 12 - P. Sullivan p.m.
Wednesday, February 13 - S. Griffin p.m.
Thursday, February 14 - D. Zigmantanis p.m.
SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS
February 9 & 10 - M. Stout 5:30 p.m.
- P. Nanna 8:00 a.m.
- R. McShane 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
February 16 & 17 - M. Vincenzi 5:30 p.m.
- V. Santoro 8:00 a.m.
- F. Cook 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE
Week of February 10 - L. Livoti
Week of February 17 - A. Dalpe
CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM
February 15 - Team D
February 22 Team E

BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS
February 15 - L. D’Armiento
February 22 - L. Livoti

Weekly Monthly

1 2.00 | = 2.00 2 30.00 | = 60.00
3 5.00 | = 15.00 6 40.00 | = 240.00
1 750 | = 7.50 1 44.00 | = 44.00
16 10.00 | = 160.00 5 50.00 | = 250.00
5 15.00 | = 75.00 3 60.00 | = 180.00
22 20.00 | = 440.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
18 25.00 | = 450.00 | 4| 100.00 | = 400.00
8 30.00 | = 240.00 1 110.00 | = 110.00
1 33.00 | = 33.00 1 125.00 | = 125.00
3 35.00 | = 105.00 2 150.00 | = 300.00
8 40.00 | = 320.00 1| 175.00 | = 175.00
6 50.00 | = 300.00 | 4| 200.00 | = 800.00
1 60.00 | = 60.00 2| 300.00 | = 600.00
1 65.00 | = 65.00 1 400.00 | = 400.00
1 75.00 | = 75.00 | 43 3764.00

1 90.00 | = 90.00

4 | 100.00 | = 400.00

100 2837.50
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