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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
March 29, 2009
“Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and di es,
it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, i  t
produces much fruit..”

MISSION STATEMENT

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
1998-1999
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and,
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit
The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
is a jubilant people
on a continuing spiritual journey of hope:
TO CELEBRATE AND DEEPEN our faith
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love

THE WEEK THAT IS

Sunday, March 29 — Fifth Sunday of Lent/Easter Flower
Orders Due
9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View School)
9:00 a.m. Adult Faith Formation (Valley View School)
9:00 a.m. Auction Committee Meeting (Church Center)
10:30 a.m. Coffee for Pastoral Council (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, March 30 — St. Martin Luchuin
7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Inquiry (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office
Center)

Tuesday, March 31 — St. Pierre Aumaitre
9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting
(Office Center)

Wednesday, April 1 — BIl._Hugh of Bonnevaux
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Bell Choir (Church Center)

Thursday, April 2 — St. Francis of Paola
6:00 p.m. Food Pick (Church Center)
6:30 p.m. Lenten Bible Study (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, April 3— BI. John of Penna
No Meat
7:00 a.am. Mass (Neumann Residence)
4:30 p.m. Elijah’s Promise Trip
5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Church Center)
7:30 p.m. Food Pack (Church Center)

Saturday, April 4 — St. Isidore
8:00 a.m. Food Delivery (Church Center)
2:30 p.m. First Eucharist Session 5 (Church Center)
5:30 p.m. Blessing of Palms (Carriage House)

Sunday, April 5 — Passion Sunday/Easter Flower Pick Up
Paving Our Yellow Brick Road
10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)

MASS SCHEDULE

—_—————————

April4 &5

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

Celebrant .......ooooovvvieiiiei e Fr. Mickiewicz
LECEOIS et L. Caprio, A. Sawczuk
Gift BEAEIS.....vvviiieeeeeeeiiiiiie e Ranallo Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ............ L. Eacovalle, J. Eacovalle,
....................................... J. Gardner, E. McCabe, J. McCabe
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
LECIOIS uuveiiieiiieiee e R. Maratta, G. Wilson
AlLAr SEIVEN ... Mastro Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ................... C. Behrens, B. Gates,
................................... R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec, K. Malley
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant ..o Fr. Mickiewicz
LECLOIS ..eeeeee e M. Harrison, A. DeStefano
AlLAr SEIVEN ... Malone Family
Ministers of the Eucharist ................. D. Torczon, L. Mergen,
............................................... C. Carroll, J. Simila, D. Simila
Sunday 12:15 p.m.
Celebrant........ccooveeeiiec e Fr. Mickiewicz
[ <T03 (o] £ M. Wickel, S. Gemma
Ministers of the Eucharist ................ R. Wickel, A. Giametta

“EASTER IS THE FIRST LORD’S DAY AFETR THE
FIRST FULL MOON AFTER THE VERNAL EQUINOX”

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Sat. April 4 5:30 p.m. Blessing of Palms
Procession (Carriage House)
Mass (Church Center)
7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Confessions (Church Center)
Sun. April 5 Passion/Palm Sunday - Distribution of Palms at all
Masses (Church Center)
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass
12:15 p.m. Mass
Mon. April 6 7:30 p.m. Chrism Mass (Cathedral)
Tues. April 7 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Wed. April 8 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
8:00 p.m. Community Reconciliation (Church Center)
9:00 p.m. Confessions (Church Center)

SACRED TRIDUUM
Thurs. April 9 Holy Thursday
8:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Church Center)
— Holy Land Collection
9:30 p.m.-12:00 a.m. “Keeping Watch” (Seton Room)
— Fast & Abstain until after Easter Vigil
Fri. April 10 - Good Friday The Passion and Death of the Lord
1:00 p.m. Living Stations of the Cross
( )
8:00 p.m. Service (Church Center)
— Holy Land Collection
Sat. April 11 - Holy Saturday
No 5:30 p.m. Mass
8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil and Mass -- End Fast --
Sun. April 12 - Easter Sunday
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass
12:15 p.m. Mass




FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR B

Today’s readings remind us that God’s desire for a covenant
community according to God’'s guidelines was finally
inaugurated in Jesus. He described this as the Kingdom of
God. The promise of a new covenant by the prophet Jeremiah
is fulfilled in the community of disciples that Jesus gathers
(CCC #62-64, 1965-74). This community will carry on the
prophetic, priestly and kingly work that Jesus began while on
earth (CCC #897-913). The community of disciples shares in
the mission of Jesus to draw all creation back into right
relationship with God (CCC #775-76, 849-913).

TEMPLE
“We want to see Jesus—to see God.” Philip, with
Andrew, goes to Jesus. Jesus is guided by how
his being lifted up on the saving cross will glorify
the Father. His willing struggle for obedience to
the Father plants the new covenant in our hearts.
His cross becomes the source of eternal
salvation. Seeing Jesus we approach the Father.
By the power of the Holy Spirit we are drawn though Jesus

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, March 31
7:00 p.m. Linnea Janks req. Barbara & Fred Pfeufer

Wednesday, April 1
9:30 a.m. Linnea Janks req. Vigilante Family

Friday, April 3
7:00 a.m. Ceilia Simone req. Patricia Arat

Saturday, April 4
5:30 p.m. Asta Johnsen req. Baumann Family

Sunday, April 5
8:00 a.m. George Kostecki req. Janks Family
10:30 a.m. Joan Lauler req. Bitters Family
12:15 p.m. Anna Kalafut req. Catholic Community of St.
John Neumann

to the Father—to see God..

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock

Loretta Briener
Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin

Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
John Caspar

Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Tony Colenari
Gerard Cook

Jon Cord

Valerie Cordero

Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary Ditzel

Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Richard Dziepak
Lou Eacovalle
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Mary Feo

Akiea Finn

Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Joe Ford
Katelynn Fortenbacker
Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks
Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer
Garrison Keillor
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro

Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri

Erica Morgan
Natalie O'Hearn
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead

Floyd Opdyke

Daisy Ort

Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer

Steve Plume

Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel
Jerry Resimaier
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby

John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf

Chris Seltzer

Abe Shalaby

Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Alice Sprague
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
Marla Stivers
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
John Toolan
Brendan Treanor
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts

Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi

PASTOR'S SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 29
11:30 a.m. Pastoral Council Coffee (Church Center)

Monday, March 30
Finance Office
Bulletin

Tuesday, March 31
1:30 p.m. BAA Meeting (Diocese)
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting
(Office Center)

Wednesday, April 1
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)
4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)

Thursday, April 2
Appointment (Away)

Friday, April 3
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
11:30 a.m. Appointment (Away)

Saturday, April 4
1:00 p.m. Communion Call (Away)
5:30 p.m. Blessing of Palms (Carriage House)

REMEMBERED AT MASS

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death
and resurrection. The following will be remembered in
the Eucharistic Prayer: Thomas Bennett — Ed Dalton
— Gerald Cassebaum — Bruce Kennedy — Jennie
7\% Tullo — John McGourty — Stella Servas — Zaira
3 Mazzoni — Ben Lewis — Ceilia Simone — Kathryn
Molloy — David Meade

Deceased: Ben Lewis , relative of the Stanski Family;
Ceilia Simone , aunt of Pat Arat; Kathryn Molloy , friend of
Pat Arat; David Meade, brother of Michael Meade. May
they find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and
may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.



PAVING OUR YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

Next weekend there will be two collections. The collection
after the communion of the Mass will be for paving the
YELLOW BRICK ROAD OF OUR MORTGAGE. It is by your
faithful giving to this collection and our fundraising that we
are able to meet our mortgage payments of $6,707 each
month. Thank you your support. Last month 126 families
gave $4,500.00.

SOCIAL MINISTRY

COMPUTER RECYCLING

April is the month when we look to collect old computers.
Depending on make, model and condition some are
updated and given to those in need and others are recycled.
If you have recently replaced your computer and don’t know
what to do with the old one, please consider dropping it off
at the Carriage House during the month of April. (All hard
drives are wiped regardless of whether the machine is
rebuilt or recycled.) Question call Earl at 908-832-2513 or
email eroberts@ccsijn.org

SOME VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are in need of help in the following Social Ministry area:
1. Someone is needed to visit with and take an
individual out once a week.
If you can assist in any of these areas please cont act
Earl Roberts - 908-832-2513 or email
eroberts@ccsjn.org .

WASHER RESPONSE

Sincere thanks to those who responded so generously to
our call to help the Bernardine Franciscan sisters at the Villa
of Our Lady’s Retreat House last week. They will not only
be able to replace their broken machine but will be able to
replace another ailing unit as well AND add a new one!

GENNESARET
May 15, 16, and 17

The 35™ Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously ill will be held
at the Vincentian Renewal Center in Princeton on May 15,
16, and 17 2009. You can help:

- by passing this information on to those who come
in contact with the seriously ill or disabled people in
the community
praying for the retreatants
writing a short note of encouragement for a
retreatant. (address it Dear Friend and send to 11
Anton Place, Aberdeen, NJ 07747)
sponsoring a retreatant (The retreat is free for the
retreatants; however the cost to Gennesaret is
$140 per person which includes meals and
lodging.)

Due to the anticipated closure of the Vincentian Center the
scheduled October retreat will be held at the Xavier Center
on the grounds of St. Elizabeth College. If you have
questions or would like to register please call Hil are
Reinold 732-566-7237.

EASTER FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Our Easter Food - Pick, Pack and Deliver will, like
everything else associated with Easter comes early this
year. Over the next few weeks please look for bargains on
hams frozen, fresh or canned. They can be left in the
appropriate freezer or refrigerator in the Carriage House.
The Pick is scheduled for Thursday — April 2 at 6:0 O
p.m., Pack is scheduled for Friday — April 3at 7:3 0 p.m.
and Deliver will begin on Saturday — April 4 at 8:0 0 a.m.
If you wish to volunteer you can use the signup sheet
included with this bulletin or signup on the parish website:
www.ccsjn.org and go to “Forms & Responses.”

If you cannot help with the Pick, Pack and Deliver please
consider making a monetary donation by dropping your
cash or check into the Social Ministry Drop Box in the
Narthex next to the Social Ministry Station. Donations
marked “St. John’s Food Pantry” will be used to purchase
the necessary fresh food items as well as anything that we
might come up short on to complete the Easter meals.

FOOD PANTRY

The Easter food distribution is coming quickly in March
2009. Our donations to the local food banks and our
Thanksgiving and Christmas deliveries seriously depleted
the SJN food pantry. If each of us brings one non-perishable
item to church each Sunday we could fill our pantry to
overflowing by Easter. What do you say? One canned good
each week. It's that simple.

GOOD NEWS HOME for WOMEN

The Good News Home for Women will hold their annual
bake sale Saturday, April 11 — 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. at two
locations: Wal*Mart in Clinton, NJ and Wal*Mart in
Whitehouse, NJ. The Good News Home for Women in
Flemington, NJ is a nonprofit, long-term residential
rehabilitation center. Founded in 1983, the Home offers a
holistic approach of healing to the mind, body and spirit for
women who want to recover form the devastating effects of
alcohol and other drug additions.

NORWESCAP

NORWESCAP’S Career & Life Transitions Center for
Women is having a ScrapBooking Fundraiser “Girls Just
Wanna Crop! Women Helping Women — the Glue that
Holds Us Together.” This fundraiser will be held on
Saturday. May 2 from 9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m. at Roman
Jeweler’s Renaissance Plaza, Flemington, NJ.
Scrapbooking enthusiasts are invited to come out for a
creative and fun-filled day and to also support this vital
community program. Instructional workshops will be
available for the beginner scrapbooker! For those who
register before 4/1 the cost to attend this event is $50 and
after 4/2 the cost will be $55. Admission cost includes a
continental breakfast, lunch and dinner. For more
information see flyer in the Narthex or to register ,
please call the Career & Life Transitions Center fo r
Women at 908-835-2624 or contact online at
careerlife@norwescap.org

NORWESCAP is a non-profit community action agency
established in 1965 that creates opportunities for over 30k
low-income people in northwest New Jersey by providing a
large portfolio of self-sufficiency and emergency services.




SACRAMENT PREPARATION

STEWARDSHIP

FIRST EUCHARIST

First Eucharist Session 5, April 4 at 2:30 - 5:00 p.m. in the
Church Center.

SEDER MEAL
Thursday, April 9, 6:00 p.m., Church Center

All Confirmandi will celebrate a Seder Meal on Holy
Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 p.m. in the Church Center followed
by Holy Thursday Liturgy at 8:00 p.m.. We encourage all
Confirmation families to come and celebrate Holy Thursday
Liturgy with their child.

LIVING STATIONS
Good Friday, April 10, 1:00 p.m.

Living Stations of the Cross will be celebrated at 1:00 p.m.
on Good Friday, April 10 on the Church grounds. A practice
for all Confirmandi participating in the Living Stations will be
held on Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the Office Center
Drexel Room. Participants should arrive at 12:00 Noon on
Good Friday and report to the Church Center.

BAPTISM PROGRM

The Baptism program here at St. John’s employs individuals
or couples who minister to those seeking Baptism for their
child. The work currently involves four program meetings a
year and hosting individual or multiple baptisms following
those programs during Saturday or Sunday Mass.

If you have a desire to work in this ministry servi ng the
needs of those to be newly received in our faith, p  lease
use the bulletin volunteer sheet or email Earl Robe  rts at
eroberts@ccsijn.org .

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, June 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our
community. Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one
preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism
Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the
program and assist on the day of Baptism as well. All St.
John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass,
except in special circumstances. The Community is present
to welcome the child into the church and to pledge their
support to the new parents as they raise their child in the
faith we share. Parents are expected to be registered active
members of The Community of St. John Neumann. At least
one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — June 12 at
7:15 p.m. The deadline for signing up to attend this

program is Friday — June 5. For more information or to
begin the process please call the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website —

WWW.CCS|N.org.

SPONSORING ST. MARY'’S PARISH

On March 14 - 15 we began a program of sending the
proceeds from Shop Rite and A&P card sales on the third
weekend of the month to St. Mary’s Parish. Thanks to the
41 families who purchased $5,600.00 worth of cards, we
were able to donate $280.00 profit, in addition to $145.00 in
cash donations.

COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY DINNER
Tuesday, March 31, 4:00 p.m., Voorhees H.S.

The Voorhees High School Student Council is holding a
Viking Feast in the Voorhees Café. This a community
chicken dinner is Tuesday, March 31 from 4:00 -7:00 p.m.
The cost is $7.00 for senior citizens/students and $8.00 for
adults. The students are excited about cooking for and
serving the community members.

JOB SECURITY & EMPLOYMENT
STRATEGIES SEMINAR

Monday, March 30, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Milltown

Strategies to Hold On to Your Job presents practical
advice and specific techniques for keeping jobs and
maintaining job security, in good times and bad times. It is
the first in a series of seminars.
Subjects include:
- Dealing with and managing difficult bosses
Variables to control and improve job security
Do's and Do Not's affecting job security
Suggestions and techniques to "bulletproof' your
job
Attendance is free and open to the general public. The
seminar will be held at United Methodist Church at 47 N.
Main Street, Milltown, NJ 08850.
People interested in attending should register by
sending an email to: qood4prose@aol.com.

RESPECT LIFE

“The Christian tradition from the earliest days reveals a firm
antiabortion attitude. From apostolic times, the Christian
tradition overwhelmingly held that abortion was grievously
evil.” Charles Chaput, OFM. Cap., Archbishop of Denver
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EVANGELIZATION

EVANGELIZATION TEAM

Our Evangelization Team is in search of a few new
members. The team meets on the third Wednesday evening
of the month to explore avenues and implement strategies
to help all parishioners work together to become an
evangelizing community: one that reaches out to welcome
others, to share faith, to live by the gospel values and to
foster renewal of community and society.

Evangelization is an ongoing commitment at St. John
Neumann parish. Together, we are on a continuing journey,
seeking always to renew and deepen our faith. At the same
time, we reach out to welcome others who are searching for
a church community in which their faith can grow. If you
have any questions or feel called to this ministry please
respond using the bulleting volunteer insert or ema il
Earl Roberts at eroberts@ccsijn.org

WASHING OF FEET

While we no longer trod dirt paths and roads
as we travel anymore, the act of foot
washing for Christians is still as meaningful
today as it was on the first Holy Thursday.

If Jesus, our Christ who was both God and
man, could love and humble himself to wash
the dust from the apostle’s feet prior to his
washing all humanity’s guilt for original sin and establishing
a wellspring of redeeming grace, can we do any less and be
true followers?

It is clear in St. John’s gospel (13:1-20) that Jesus expected
both his apostles and those who followed his teaching to
exhibit the love, humility and attitude of service to others He
was demonstrating during His Passover Meal that Holy
Thursday evening. It was a special and singular act. Not the
physical act of a lowly slave washing the feet of those of a
higher station who were about to partake of a meal, rather it
was, as a person of that day would view it, someone of the
highest rank doing an unprecedented thing by washing the
feet of those of lower rank. It has been said the act had both
physical and spiritual elements, for many believe that it was
at this point that the community of Christ's followers, the
Church, was created and its governance provided for.

Is it not both our duty and privilege to take part in the
washing of feet? Please consider taking an active part in
this year's Holy Thursday — Washing of Feet by
volunteering your happy feet using the bulletin sign-up sheet
or on-line at www.ccsjn.org “forms and responses.” Twelve
are needed at the 8:00 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church
after a long absence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262.
Let us welcome you/them back and provide a copy of a
“Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your
faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation
for adults. It is a time for informally sharing our stories and
helping one another discern where God is leading. It's a
time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If
you are thinking about becoming Catholic , you are
invited to journey with members of St. John’s Initiation Team
on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey
vary according to each individual’s starting point.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by
remembering us each day in your prayers using your own
prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit will be with all
of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Stations of the Cross will be prayed on Fridays during Lent
at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Center.

WHY | L*VE LENT
WHERE | L*VE LENT
WHEN | L*VE LENT

HOW | L*VE LENT

WHAT | L*VE LENT

“If we choose to be in a world of chaos, so be it, we are. If
we choose to follow love, so be it, we are. We are what we
create. We are the infinite answer to who, what, why, where
and how, we choose to be.” L.S Myers

Though this quote smacks of New Ageism it captures the
words that we have been looking at during our journey
through Lent. This week’s word doesn’t fit neatly into the
series but then nothing always does. Sometimes, we don't.
We have to take another perspective - see things from a
different or new way. The New Age challenges us as well -
to see something of worth and meaning that leads us
through wilderness, desert or darkness.

The WHAT of Lent breaks the mold, breaks open what lies
at the kernel of the season. Jeremiah tells us about a new
covenant. John’'s gospel speaks about the seed dying to
yield new life. What was the WHAT of your Lent? Now that
you are almost out of the shell or cocoon what lies inside of
you - WHAT will Easter reveal to you? You may not have
known what kind of seed you planted this Lent. By now with
the first sprout you may have a better idea. Will you LOVE
OR LIVE what Lent has revealed?

What did you expect? What have you discovered?

Some other WHATSs - What's up - What's Cookin’ - What for
- What have you - What if - What of - What's more - What's

LENTEN REGULATIONS

Consult last week’s bulletin

No meat on Fridays during Lent.

Do something special to make the Gospel values alive.
“Repent and live the Gospel values!”

THE CHURCH SUGGESTS:

Not eating meat on Fridays of Lent.

Not eating meat and not eating between meals on Ash
Wednesday.

Engage in works of charity.

Give money, food or clothing to the poor.




ADULT FORMATION
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ADULT FAITH DISCUSSION GROUP

This Lent explore the meaning of Christ's death and
resurrection in your own life. Come join our discussion on
the "Power of the Cross" on Sunday, March 29 at 9:00
a.m. in the Valley View School cafeteria.

There is real freedom in the cross!

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

This week's Bible Study on Jesus last words of "I am thirsty"
will meet in the office center Seton Room. For the day and
time contact Dr. Rose Fay at rosefay@ccsjn.org or 8  32-
2162.

THE YEAR OF ST. PAUL

AN IMPOSSIBLE DISCOVERY
BY Father Vincent Nagle, F.S.C.B

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free person, there is not male or female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s descendant, heirs according to the promise.”
(Gal 3: 28-29)

It was December and the beginning of summer vacation for
the students in Kenya. Myself and a missionary priest | had
just met were standing in a field far from Nairobi waiting for
the students to start arriving for a vacation together. | had
arrived in the country just a couple of days before for the
first time, to begin a new mission. As | stood there | could
not have felt more estranged. | did not know anyone
coming, | did not know the language, | had never been to
sub-Saharan Africa, and there was almost nothing planned
for the days ahead. And as the young men and women
started to wander in, bedraggled from hard travel, and we
had a first bad meal together, my anxiety increased.

Then, after dinner, some of the students, the teachers, the
priest, and I, all sat down together. We asked, “What do we
want from these days ahead?” What strongly emerged
among us was that we wanted to meet Christ that week. We
wanted the One in whom we see our destiny to become
visible among us We wanted him, the meaning of
everything. What had seemed alien to me now was familiar.
They wanted what | wanted. What they had encountered
and had brought them to that place was precisely what had
brought me.

After that | have always been able to hear the stupefaction
in the words of Saint Paul as he describes what is
impossibly unfolding in the people before him. Their hearts,
touched by Christ, are one. Gulfs once believed
unbridgeable, between mentalities, histories, and cultures,
are joined in the unity of an identical commotion in their
hearts. Their desire has become one, him. Differences no
longer have the last word. The encounter with Jesus Christ
has revealed for each the heart of the other. In all our
estrangements, let us beg for Jesus to reveal himself, giving
us our communion with all.

Dear Father, how many good reasons | have to keep my
distance from others, for their differences threaten me. Let
me see your Son, and so discover again the heart common
to all, redeemed by the blood of that same Christ, our Lord.

from MAGNIFICAT, p. 175




CATECHESIS

“THE WORD OF GOD in the life and
mission of the Church”

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Focus: Jesus is Lifted Up
“Jesus makes possible our covenant
relationship with God.”

Scripture :  “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it
dies, it produces much fruit.”

John 12: 20-33

Reflection:  When do you feel like a seed? What is the
darkness that brings about fruit in your life?
What is your yield from the Lenten journey?

Song: “Unless a Grain of Wheat” #500
Story: Death before birthday cake

In a Peanuts episode, Linus enters to find his older and
perpetually crabby sister Lucy crying bitterly.

“Mom promised me a birthday party and now she says |
can’t have one,” Lucy wails.

Linus, in his quiet, wise way, offers this advice: “You're not
using the right strategy. Why not go up to Mom and say to
her, ‘I'm sorry, dear mother. | admit | have been bad. You
were right to cancel my party. But from now on | will try to
be good.”

Lucy thinks about it. She prepares her speech for her
mother. Then she thinks about it some more. Finally, in the
last panel, the stubborn Lucy cries, “I'd rather die!”

Lucy cannot bring herself to embrace the faith of the Gospel
grain of wheat. To transform our lives in order to become
the people we are meant to be begins by dying to our own
self-centeredness and obtuseness to the needs of others.
Today’s Gospel asks us what values and purposes do we
want to center our lives on in order to make them what we
pray they will be; what we are willing to let “die” in our lives
in order that what we seek in the depths of our hearts “to
live” might grow and blossom; what we will put aside and
bury in order that the justice and peace of God may be
established here and now. Jesus readily acknowledges that
such change is hard; the struggle to change is, in its own
way, an experience of dying — but such transformation can
be an experience of resurrection, as well. The Gospel of
the grain of wheat is Christ's assurance of the great things
we can do and the powerful works we can accomplish by
dying to self and rising to the love and compassion of Jesus,
the Servant Redeemer.

Connections, March 2009

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FUNDRAISER
GERTRUDE HAWK

Gertrude Hawk Chocolate orders can be picked up in the
Narthex this weekend and next. For those who still wish to
participate in this year's fundraiser, order online at
www.gertrudehawk.com up until April 6 . Our group # is
119849. All online orders will be shipped to your home.
Thanks for your kind support. Any questions call Annette
Tagliareni at 832-2161.

OPERATION RICE BOWL 2009

In today’'s Gospel, Jesus reminds us that judgment,
repentance, and dying to sin are necessary before we can
truly know the joy of God’s mercy, forgiveness, and new life
in Christ. Jesus put it this way: “if you love your life, you
must let it go...If you want to serve me, you must follow me
and do what | do...” As we continue our Operation Rice
Bowl journey let us remember in prayer that human beings
are not only sacred, but also social. How we participate in
our family and community, from our daily actions to our
policy decisions, affects each and every person. May our
fasting keep us mindful of the families and communities
that are hungry. May our almsgiving assist Catholic Relief
Services as we learn about education programming in
Ghana.

2008 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Continuing the Mission of Christ

Thank you to all who have contributed so
generously to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. As our
theme suggests, your gift is “Continuing the Mission
of Christ” through the more than 30 ministries supported by
the appeal. Every gift is important and every gift is greatly
appreciated.

$33,139.98 pledged from 143 families toward our goa | of
$38,400. Thank you!
86.30% to goal

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES
OFFICE ANGELS

Monday, March 30
Tuesday, March 31

- Angel Needed p.m.
- Angel Needed p.m.
Wednesday, April 1 - A. Sawczuk p.m.
Thursday, April 2 - B. Pannone p.m.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

March 28 & 29 - J. Lindabery 5:30 p.m.
- P. Sullivan 8:00 a.m.
- R. McShane 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.
April 4 &5 - E. McCabe 5:30 p.m.
- K. Dabrowski 8:00 a.m.
- R. DeStefano 10:30 a.m.
- D. Hingos 12:15 p.m.

CHURCH CENTER WATERING SCHEDULE

Week of March 29 - L. Livoti
Week of April 5 - C. Fortenbacker

CHURCH CENTER CLEANING TEAM

April 3 - Team D
April 10 - Team E

BULLETIN TRANSPORTERS

April 3 - L. Livoti
April 10 - L. D’Armiento




FUND RAISING

AUCTION NEWS — SAVE THE DATE
Friday June 5 & Saturday, June 6

Save the dates -- June 5 for Tricky Tray
and June 6 for the Wine Tasting and the
new, improved Grand Auction! This

year's auction will be a silent auction
Z held during a dinner dance!

In addition, there will be Neumann's
own Fifty/Fifty! Tickets will cost $50 each, but just like the
State lottery, people can share a ticket. The total number of
tickets is 2000. If all 2000 are sold, both the winning ticket
holder AND our parish will take home $50,000. That's our
goal. If we sell only 1600 tickets, then the prize will
be $40,000. You get the idea.
The Auction Group has been meeting since fall, putting
pieces in place. But now the rubber meets the road -- we
are still looking for:

Auction Co-Chair
Silent Auction Chair
Dancing with the SIN Stars Chair
Please call or email the office to tell us the good news!

Fab Five Raffle:
1st Prize: LG 42LG50 Flat Panel LCD TV (value $1200)
2nd Prize: ShopRite Dollars (value $500)
3rd Prize: Nintendo Wii Bundle (value: $450)
4th Prize: Asusn Netbook PC (value $350)
5th Prize: Flip Ultra (value $170)
Raffle tickets will be mailed to Parish members soon!

50/50:

RESERVE  your50/50 tickets in advance by
contacting Marlene Milko at: mmilko@us.ibm.com or 908-
719-2963.

Auction Update:

Tickets will be on sale soon for the Grand Auction evening.
Auction theme fruit will be the tomato. Oscar's will
be catering the auction this year so advanced ticket
purchases are encouraged as seating will be limited!

Ticket Prices

Wine & Beer Tasting $18 in advance/$20 at the door
Dinner/Dance $36 in advance/$40 at the door
Wine Tasting & Dinner  $48.00

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 24 families purchase Shop-
Rite and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $2,300.00 with
$115.00 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week.
It costs you nothing and the Parish
gains 5% on all gift cards. Our
thanks to all who purchase these cards and to those who
are willing to stay after Mass to sell them. Gift cards rank
third in fund raising only beaten by the Auction and total
Craft Show.

BASKETS, COOKBOOKS AND BIBLES

In the echo of the 25" anniversary celebrations we are
offering custom-made Longaberger baskets in two sizes
with green trim and pewter crosses on the rim and a
“Celebrate” tag. They are on display and available for
purchase in the Narthex. The Tea Basket is $50.00 and the
Medium Market Basket is $106.00. Twenty-five percent of
the basket's price will be donated to St. John’s. Contact
Kristin Gemma at 908-859-1353 or kgemma@verizon.net

if you have any questions.

25" Anniversary Cookbooks of desert recipes are also
located in the Narthex. You can just pick one up for $15.00.
They don't have to be ordered.

You will also find Bibles available in the Narthex as well.

ST. PATRICK'S DINNER

Thanks to all who attended the annual St. Patrick’'s Day
Dinner and to all those who volunteered their time and talent
to make the evening a success. The volunteers are:
Bernadette Andrejco, Steve Babich, Arminda Barbone,
Fran Barbone, Cathy Bennett, Tom Bennett, Kevin
Bilicki, Mo Bilicki, Damien Bourhy, Mary Cangelosi,
Pete Cangelosi, Doug Compton, Jane Compton, Dylan
Cooke, Tommy Cucuzella, Justin Czupryna, Michael
D'Avella, Lisa DiPasquale, Tony DiPasquale, Joan
Eacovalle, Kelly Galligan Josh Geerinck Mike Griffi n
Sue Griffin Daniel Infusino, Frank Janks, Sharon Ja  nks,
Mary Kozlowski. Carly Kuchova, Emily Lamperti &
friend, Donna Lance, Sam Martinson,Tracy Menzie,
James Murray, Jim Murray, Joann Murray, Kyra Murphy
Grant Palmer, Mitchell Palmer, Carly Panella, Dawn
Simila, Jim Simila, Samantha Simila, Jeanette
Tagliareni, Ellen Vigilante, Donna Wellbrock, Haili e
Wellbrock.

We apologize if your name was accidentally from the list.
Please know that your assistance was greatly appreciated.

PASTORAL COUNCIL EMAIL ADDRESSES

Phyllis Baker ........ccccccovviivviineeeenns p.baker@patmedia.net
Pam Casserly.....cccccceeevvniiiniennnn. pamcasserly@gmail.com
JONN COolE..uenniiiiiie e, johncole@nac.net
Mary Connolly .........ccccoeeunneee mandmconnolly@gmail.com
Kevin Dean................... Kevin.Dean@VerizonWireless.com
Bill Harrison.........cccoeeeevvvvvnnnn. hotelcalifon29@hotmail.com
FroBill oo, jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org
Eileen Papson........ccccccvvviiiiiceeeennnne papson@comcast.net
Pam SteWart...........eeueeeeeeereeerreeerereeeeenenns apstewart@att.net
Dana Wilson.......cccoeeeeeeiviiiiiiieeeeneinn, wilsdana@hotmail.com
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PARISH NEWS

MASS TIMES

When we first started Masses at St. John's we had to work
around the times of Services at our host Protestant
Churches. We were at the Califon Methodist Church. Our
Mass times were 5:30 p.m. on Saturday evening and 9:30
a.m. Sunday. In the summer since they had an earlier
Service we changed the time to 9:00 a.m. and kept it that
way because when you do something once in the Catholic
Church it becomes a "TRADITION" and that stays in
people's minds forever. (At Christmas we get calls asking
when is Midnight Mass because the last Mass on Christmas
Eve in some churches started to be 10:00 butthey still
called it Midnight Mass).

In September 1983 we began Mass at the Lower Valley
Presbyterian Church at 12:30 p.m. because that was the
earliest that we could have a later Mass with the timing of
their Service. (Some people still think it is 12:30 p.m. for the
same reason as above.) When, after seven years, we had
our own Church we could decide what times would best
work for our community. Time for Religious Education also
had to be figured in with the time of Masses. People wanted
a prime time Mass. We changed our times to 5:30 p.m. -
9:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon in December 1990.

In the Spring of 1992 we evaluated Mass times again.
Through a long process we discovered that people were
voicing their desire for Religious Education time and not
Mass times (some did not even go to Mass). On July 4 and
5, 1992 we changed our schedule to 5:30 p.m. - 9:00 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. and 12:15 p.m. for the summer. On September
12 - 3, 1992 we changed the 9:00 a.m. Mass to 8:00 a.m. -
to accommodate Religious Education from 9:00 a.m. to
10:15 a.m..

Our Mass schedule has been looked at once before in the
early part of the 21st century because of my health issues. |
improved and so we kept the 4 Masses even though we did
not have help on the weekends. FOR THE MOST PART
THE SCHEDULE WAS KEPT FOR CONVENIENCE.

We are at a new crossroads - participation numbers. Less
people are coming to Mass. Many families leave after the
celebration of Confirmation of their last child. Some no
longer come because of the Priest Scandal. Some have just
got out of the habit. Some don't see the value of weekend
worship. There are less families and less religious education
students. Christmas 2008 and New year's 2009 the 2
Masses on the day of the feast were small. | decided that
next year we didn't need two Masses and felt that an 11:00
am Mass would serve the needs of the people. | thought it
might be best to revisit the weekly mass schedule as well.
SO MUCH FOR THE HISTORY - Still no insight into the
"mystery."

| have been consulting with the Staff - Pastoral Council and
the Religious Ed. Advisory Board about returning to 3
Masses on the weekend. There are some costs involved -
difficulty in procuring Liturgical Ministries and the inability to
procure weekend assistance which however would increase
the costs that are part of these deliberations. We are
therefore proposing 3 Masses on the Weekend. We have
some options that | will propose for your consideration and
then get feedback at Weekend Masses. Feel free to email
your thoughts as well or send them to the parish or speak to
Staff, Religious Education Board and Pastoral Council
members.

THE OPTIONS: The Saturday 5:30 p.m. is a given. There is
some desire to change it to 5:00 but that has some
scheduling problems for other things on Saturday -
Weddings and Sacramental Catechesis.

1. 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (Religious Education
would be from 9:30 to 10:45)

2. 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. (Religious Education
from 10:00 to 11:15)

3. 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. (Religious Education
from 9:00 to 10:15 - students and families
would have to go to 5:30 or 8:00 or wait around
until 11:00 Mass.

When we considered this at the Pastoral Council a few
years ago someone said just change it Father - you are the
boss (he is an old time Catholic as you can see - those days
are gone).

DIALOGUE AND DISCUSS. It is not a voting process but a
dialogue and consensus model. We should all come to a
mutual solution. Don't think convenience for yourself but for
the good of the community - what works best for all. We
would be looking to start this change at the beginning of
July. Somewhere along the line | will poll the Masses for a
couple of weeks.

Thanks for your consideration.

SPRING CLEAN UP
April 18 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

It's time for spring cleaning again! Please
come join us for a Spring Clean Up on
Saturday, April 18 from 8:00 a.m. -3:00
p.m. Lunch will be provided. We need
your help! Many hands make light work.

DIOCESAN NEWS

ANNUAL FIREFIGHTERS MASS

Sunday, April 26, 12:00 p.m., St. Francis of Assisi
Cathedral, Metuchen.

The Diocese of Metuchen Annual Firefighters Mass will be
held on Sunday, April 26, 12 noon at St. Francis of Assisi
Cathedral, Metuchen. This mass will honor all active,
retired and deceased firefighters within the Diocese. All
firefighters and their families are invited. A reception will
follow the Mass. We will recognize all fire departments that
will be celebrating significant anniversaries this year. Please
let us know if your department is among them. For
information, visit www.diometuchen.org  or call (732)
562-2461.

CALLING ALL ANGELS

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Metuchen is calling on you,
to become a resource parent to one of New Jersey’s 11,000
children in the foster care system. Children of all ages and
backgrounds are in need of loving, nurturing homes. Many
of these children are innocent victims of abuse and neglect.
CALL TODAY! 1-866-247-HOME (4663).You Can Help!!




HOPE AND HEALING

A Day for Bereaved Persons and Families

Sooner or later grief comes to all of us and we find
ourselves unprepared for the wide range of emotions and
reactions we feel as we undertake the mourning journey.
Brother André offers hope and encouragement by gently
demonstrating the importance of dealing with grief in a
healthy way — emotionally and spiritually.
Saturday, April 25, 2009
9:00 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

St. John Neumann Pastoral Center

146 Metlars Lane, Piscataway, NJ
Brother André Mathieu, C.P., Presenter, is a member of
the Passionist Preaching Ministry with 30 years experience.
He specializes in retreats with bereaved persons and their
loved ones. Call to register: Family Life Office/Diocese of
Metuchen (732) 562-1990 x. 1624 or send an e-mail:
familylife@diometuchen.org
Fee: includes lunch — Individual — $20.00 — Family of 2-
$35.00 — Family of 3 or more - $50.00

BEGINNING EXPERIENCE WEEKEND
April 17-19

Beginning Experience is a weekend program designed to
help widowed, separated and divorced persons make a hew
beginning through a powerful, intense, positive experience
of hope and peace and is open to persons of all faiths.

The specially trained team members are “wounded healers”
who have suffered the loss of a spouse. The participants
are led through the program which consists of presentations
followed by personal, private reflection and dialouge in small
groups.

The next weekend is scheduled for April 17-19 at the Stella
Maris Retreat House in Elberon, NJ. For detailed

information, call Vivian at 732-441-7070 or Rich at 609-
333-9868.

CLASSIFIEDS IN THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

Need cash? The Catholic Spirit is expanding its Classifieds
Whether it is a service, an item to sell or a garage sale,

The Catholic Spirit Classifieds is the place to advertise. Call
Scott today. 732-562-1990, ext. 1406.

BIBLE STUDY FOR SENIORS

The Family Life Office is pleased to announce that an eight
week Bible Study program for Seniors will begin
Wednesday, April 29 through Wednesday, June 17, 2009
from 10:30 a.m. — 12:00 Noon. A nominal fee of $5.00 per
session is requested. Emphasis on the New Testament,
stressing the four Gospels, selected letters of St. Paul and
an introduction to Lectio Divina will be the focus of the 8
week program.

Winifred Klimek, M.A. will facilitate the series. Winifred
received her Master’s Degree in Theology from Georgian
Court College following her “retirement” as a statistician
from a busy insurance company. Winnie is a parishioner of
St. Lawrence Church in Lawrence Harbor and recently
completed the successful, “Twelve Keys to Spiritual Vitality”
for Seniors last December. This upcoming Bible Study
series is a direct response to a need expressed by the
participants from the “Twelve Keys” program.

MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you would like us to
remember in our prayers, call the Office Center, 832-2513 ,
or drop the name into the collection basket. Please
remember the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
Airman First Class Heimall, Benjamin, U.S. Air Forc e
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AQO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Lt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
2"P Lt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air Force

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a
loved one who is on military deployment. Several families in
St. John's community have lived with the emotional roller
coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact
Marian and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike
Mastro (537-6224), or Catherine McVicker (303-0907) at
any time .
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STEWARDSHIP — TIME & TALENT

STEWARDSHIP - TREASURE

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS
Stewardship Thoughts

“Our word Lent comes from the Anglo-
Saxon word for “lengthen,” referring to the
lengthening of days, and thus Lent was a
word for spring. For us, too, Lent points to
longer days full of hope for new life. Today's
Gospel shows us a seed which, because it
dies in the darkness, brings forth much fruit.
Seeds have much to teach us. In 1999 Brother Richard
Samyn, OFM CAP, began a small organic farm on empty
land in the city of Detroit. Today this little plot grows fresh
fruit, vegetables, and herbs for the Capuchin soup kitchen
Gleaners Community Food Bank, the local Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (W.I.C.), and 16 mini-markets that promote healthy
eating and food buying for urban residents. Read more at
or call 313-579-2100,x211.
Then locate a community garden project near you and find
out how you can help.”

My first reaction to this is whom do they get to till, plant,
tend and harvest. Call me cynical but we have a Project
Earth Garden. People who started it aren't even around
anymore (they don’t go to Mass let alone help with the
garden). We have been advertising for help for the past 4 or
5 weeks because Anne Germino was called away until
Easter. Only she was organizing and getting it together. She
had difficulty getting help last year.

My second reaction was - do the people that benefit from
this garden help with it? Otherwise they are handing out fish
instead of teaching people how to fish. Now that | have
gotten that off my chest let's look at the significance of this
garden to stewardship.

The sharing of food, the expertise and incentive to start
such a project, and the sharing of the work are all terrific
signs of stewardship. However, stewardship is not just
about giving and sharing. It is a mutual and reciprocal
action. Stewardship is not charity or social welfare. If that is
how we see stewardship it is bound to fail. Stewardship is
indeed about relationships - with our blessings - with one
another - with the recognition of God’s presence. It is not
about taking advantage of others and their blessings. Our
country has fallen into an idea of entitlement. | think we
have a long way to go to understanding and living
stewardship as a spiritual way of life.

STEWARDSHIP SPIRITUALITY

Time

Tlentdhs  “We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

Treasure Time, Talent, and Treasure as aw ay of life.”
362 Families

81 Time & Talent Responses, 73 Treasure Responses
31 Youth Responses
“If anyone would serve me,” says Jesus in today’s Gospel,
“let him follow me; where | am, there my servant will be.” In
what ways is Jesus inviting me to follow him? What service
is he asking of me?

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For March 23, 2008

48 Weekly DONOIS.......c.c.ccceiiviieiiiiee e $4,078.50
Easter
Total oo $5,284.00
68 Special Collection (CRS/Missions)............... ... $1,461.00
For March 22, 2009 (360 Families)
93 WEEKIY DONOIS.....cveevieiiieesiieeciieenieeesivaennee e $2,687.00
15 Monthly DONOIS .....ccveeiivieiieeciiie e $1,895.00
LOOSE MONEY......veeirreiiieeiiieiieesieesteesreesnree s $108.00
TOtAl e $4,690.00
63 Special Collection (CRS/Missions)............. $1 ,134.00.00
21 Dir€Ct DEPOSIt.....cvverveeiiiesieeiieeeieeeseesnieessaesnees $910.00
WEEKIY NEEU ......veeeiiiciieeie e ceveeeitie e $7,034.00
Weekly Averages:
FEBruary......cooove i $6,165.00
JANUANY .eeeiieeciie et et et a e $5,940.00
DECEMDEY ... $7,148.00
NOVEMDET ..o $6,312.00
OCLODET ..o $5,795.00
SEPEMDBET ..o $6,171.00
AUGUSE .ttt e e ee et e e $5,750.00
JUIY e $6,227.00
JUNE Lo $6,085.00
Y Y USSP $6,651.00
APTIL e $7,019.00
MAICH L. $6,845.00

FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN

For March 22, 2009

STAFF EMAIL ADDRESSES

) O( %% () 5)4 $ % 44444444444404804484 3
48 ' 1) 09)45 ) (444444444444%,7 64 3
() %% ;00)( () 444444444444048M% 7 64 3
- 1) 09%(()) 444444444444044484434% 4 3
8<4 4&(00(% (-(=(+ /) 44444444BHBA444LT 64 3
8() /( ) 4444444444444444A000A0NNAMNATASBAA3
*08 ) /) 09)45 *< 30(+)(
(0 (() 4444444444444440A008A00AAAMNAABANNBL
) ) '( (09%(() ) 4444444444% ) )7 64 3
9 ) #30( ( 755( 5 ) (44444444444))37 64 3

Weekly Month ly
7 5.00 | = 35.00 1 10.00 | = 10.00
10 10.00 | = 100.00 3 40.00 | = 120.00
1 14.00 | = 14.00 2 50.00 | = 100.00
3 15.00 | = 45.00 1 60.00 | = 60.00
25 20.00 | = 500.00 1 80.00 | = 80.00
18 25.00 | = 450.00 3| 100.00 | = 300.00
3 30.00 | = 90.00 1| 125.00 | = 125.00
7 35.00 | = 245.00 1| 200.00 | = 200.00
6 40.00 | = 240.00 1 250.00 | = 250.00
1 47.00 | = 47.00 1 650.00 | = 650.00
8 50.00 | = 400.00 | 15 1895.00
1 60.00 | = 60.00
1 75.00 | = 75.00
4| 100.00 | = 400.00
93 2687.00

21 Direct Deposit - $910.00
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REMINDERS

Let Us Know — In order to
minister to our community at
large, we need your assistance
in letting us know who may be in
need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too
entwined in their situation to
contact us directly or to proud to
ask for help. You can be the
“angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an
individual or family in need. Call
Earl or Rita at the Office Center,
send us an email or use the
“Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website -
http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal
Crisis, Suicide Hotline; Abuse
Reports; Support Groups;
Animal Aid; Senior Assurance
Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See
website

http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO
REACH HELPLINE FOR ANY
OF ITS SERVICES ARE NO
LONGER ABLE TO REACH
THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL
800-272-4360, 782-4357 OR
735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs

Parish member? List either
your Haves or your Needs on
the parish website:

www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in
the Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup
labels in the Narthex. See
parish website for list of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in
your prayers, and drop your
donation in the Jar at the
Social Ministry Station. Don’t
forget to write!

Please complete ID Box and

appropriate volunteer information section

Name(s):

Phone:

Email:

Auction Weekend

Auction Co-Chair

Silent Auction Chair
Dancing with the SIN Stars Chair

Questions? Call Rita Price: 908-832-2513
ritaprice@ccsjn.orqg

Easter Food Distribution

Pick 4/2, 6:00 p.m.

Pack 4/3, 7:30 p.m.

Deliver 4/4, 8:00 a.m.
Questions? Call Earl Roberts: 908-832-2513
eroberts@ccsjn.org

Participate in foot washing at Holy Thursday Liturgy.

Decorating for Easter
Saturday, April 11, 2:00 p.m..

Spring Clean up

Saturday, April 18, 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m..

Visit with/take out an individual once a week

I’m interested in joining the Baptism Preparation Team

I’'m interested in joining the Evangelization Team




