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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
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PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
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Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
Annette Tagliareni .... Office of Catechesis 
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Tuesday, January 5 

 7:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Wednesday, January 6  

 9:30 a.m. Margaret & Fred Helbling 
  req. Baumann Family 

Friday, January 8 

 10:30 a.m. Catherine Bohen &  
   Family 

Saturday, January 9  

 5:30 p.m. Ann Kalafut req.  
  Ron & Shirley Pojedinec 

Sunday, January 10 

 8:00 a.m. Ann Kalafut req. Mike &  
  Susan Griffin 
 10:30 a.m. Sam Stothoff req. Mike &  
  Susan Griffin 
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Monday, January 4 

  Office Closed 
  Bulletin 
 1:00 p.m. Mass (Prison) 

Tuesday, January 5  

  FEAST OF ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
 4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, January 6  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting 
  (Office Center)  

Thursday, January 7  

  10:00 a.m.  Task Force Meeting (Diocese)  

Friday, January 8 

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)  

Saturday, January 9 

 1:00 p.m. Communion Call (Away) 
 

  

Sunday, January 3 — Epiphany/National Migration Week/  
                       Paving Our Yellow Brick Road  

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center) 

Monday, January 4 — St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  

  Office Center Closed 
 7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee (Office Center) 

Tuesday, January 5 —  St. John Neumann  

  No Quilting  
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, January 6 — Bl. Andre Bessette  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting 
  (Office Center) 

Thursday, January 7 — St. Raymond of Penafort  

 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, January 8 — Weekday After Epiphany  

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center) 

Saturday, January 9 — St. Dominica  

Sunday, January 10 — Baptism of the Lord/Together in  
        Charity Collection  

 9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View) 
 9:00 a.m. Adult Formation (Valley View) 
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) 
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January 9 & 10 

Saturday 5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ................................................................................................... D. Geerinck 
Altar Server ..................................................................... Geerinck/Torczon Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .............................................. J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle,  
 ............................................................................................ A. Sawczuk, M. McCall   

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector .................................................................................................. K. Kucharski 
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Stanski Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................... K. Malley, B. Minick, D. Kelemen 

Sunday                                   Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector .................................................................................................... M. Harrison  
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Malone Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .............................................. A. DeStefano, B. Martalus, 
 ........................................................................... R. Martalus, A. Giametta, E. Lacy 



 

 

 
Irene Adams 
Eleanor Angeline 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Mary Bock 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Glorai Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Frank Ghiselli 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Ernest Jandersit 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
 
 
 
 

 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Alex Lacy 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Rolv Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
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Albert Rayburn 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Joseph Sterphone 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Edward Cavanaugh , brother of Daniel Cavanaugh. May he  find 
peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may his family find strength in 
the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends. 
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Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "W here is 
the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at it s rising 

and have come to do him homage." 

THE LIGHT SHINES 

Today the Lord Jesus is revealed to all the nations as a 
babe in arms – powerful and glorious in his weakness.  
What a paradox!  With their gold frankincense and myrrh, 
the magi paid him respect, honor and praise.  They found 
him by following a star and returned home by a detour to 
avoid the local authorities.  Jesus (God-Saves) is the 
Christ, the Messiah, whose work defies time and space to 
shine before all.  Today we bask in his divine light.  What 
mystery!   

Remembered at Mass 
 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  
The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  Lyle 
“Buck” Mayberry – George Hoops – Mary Furlong – Bre nda 
Shannon –  Barbara Miller –  Gladyz Horowitz –  Mar garet 
Moneypenny Gilzow – Edward Cavanaugh  
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YELLOW BRICK ROAD  
This Weekend 

This weekend is the first of the month. The collection after the communion of the 
Mass will be for paving the Yellow Brick Road of our Mortgage. Last month 97   
families gave $6,511.00 towards our monthly need of  $6,707.00. Thanks to all 
who keep these payments possible along with our fundraising activities. We have 
three more years to the completion of this indebtedness. 
 

ADDITIONAL CHRISTMAS FLOWER REMEMBRANCES  
Bush Family 

Czupryna Family 
Grant/MacKenzie Family 

Kostiw Family 
Varicadipane Family 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCES  
Jennie Stout 

Florence Weimar 
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CHRISTMAS THANKS  

To those who set up the parish tree in the Narthex. Roger Malone who picked it 
out (and I think donated it to the parish) - Lou Livoti – Joe and Owen Stanski – 
and Fred Heimall . The Garcias were responsible for procuring the altar trees 
which were donated by Scott Sekel of Hall's Tree Farm.  The extra straw for the 
indoor manger came from Bob Gardner .  
I don’t know what happened to the carefully prepared list so I will have to go on 
memory. Please excuse my memory loss if I forgot you. The Monday evening 
decorations were lead by Fred Heimall and his wife Kristin who also supplied us 
with homemade cookies and hot apple cider (what a treat). They also set up the 
outside Nativity. The Dainoskis were there, Bill, William and Breana. Joan Eaco-
valle, Susan and Mike Griffin, Mary Cangelosi, Laur a and Ben Mullen, Christa 
Bachman and Ben Dixon, Richard and Joe Delaney, Phi l and Regina Farrell, 
France Kennedy, Lou and Liz Livoti, Frank, Patty, M elisssa and Matthew 
Nanna, and JT Altavilla . 
The Patterson Family took care of the luminaries and Joe Sima did the trimmings 
on the plaza. 
Thank God for Joe and Anne Germino . They were the only ones who came out 
on Christmas Eve to set the poinsettias. 
 
To all who came through with the music. It was rather iffy at one point. 
5:00 p.m. – The Freys, Gerry Brisson and Cindy Carroll . 
7:30 p.m. - The Barbones, Jaki Fesq and the Bell Choir (I am not going to try 
and remember everyone because I know I will not be able to do that). 
Midnight – Maggie Baumann and Tammy , on brass Ron Pojedinec, Patrick 
Gardner  and a student of Ron’s . 
10:30 a.m. – Gerry Brisson – Jim King – Judith McCormack, Linda 
Wisniewski, Faye Mocarski – Ciara Regan  
 

FEAST OF ST. JOHN NEUMANN AND THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE CHURCH BLESSING 

5 January 

This year 2010 is the 19th anniversary of the Blessing of the Church Center and 
the consecration of the altar. It was a great day, a great celebration, eight years of 
waiting and celebrating in the Califon Methodist and the Lower Valley Presbyterian 
Churches. Each year we dress our altar with our first quilt made for the occasion. It 
was pieced together but not quilted until years later. That day stands out in my 
mind - a moment of accomplishment – a reason to celebrate. 
We chose that day because it was the feast of our patron, St. John Neumann. We 
had been in the church since the First Sunday of Advent but it was not finished. In 
fact they were working on the apron for wheelchair access in the plaza the day of 
the celebration. 
We give thanks, especially to our Christian neighbors who roofed our congregation 
for 8 years. We give thanks to all who worked together to achieve this accomplish-
ment. We are especially appreciative to Max Spann who was the Real Estate per-
son to make contact with the owner in California and offer him a sum to take it off 
his hands before it went up for sale to pay the taxes. 
We are truly thankful to all and praise God for their hard work in fulfilling our 
dreams. DEO GRATIAS 
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The purpose of the 10-member parish 
Pastoral Council is to investigate pas-
toral matters, to consider them thor-
oughly, and to propose practical con-
clusions.  Specifically, the Pastoral 
Council’s purpose is to envision and 
support pastoral planning by evaluat-
ing the suitability and effectiveness of 
various programs and services.  
The scope of the council includes all 
the practical matter of parish life, ex-
cluding intrusion into the day-to-day 
operations of individual ministries.  
  

�

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
Monday, December 7, 2009 

Reflection:  10 Signs of a Vibrant 
Parish.  The statement “Parishioners 
recognize their parish mission” was 
the topic.   It was stated that the parish 
mission statement is always in the 
bulletin and should be recognized by 
the parishioners.  The possibility of 
making a shorter statement that is 
repeated throughout the year to reiter-
ate and highlight a portion of the state-
ment was discussed.   Also the possi-
bility of updating the mission state-
ment was mentioned. 
 
Committee Meeting:  There were no 
committee presentations.  Connxions 
will be scheduled for January. 
 
Old and Continuing Items of Busi-
ness: 
New members of the council will write 
a short statement of  “What made 
them decide to be on the Pastoral 
Council”  to be included in the Pastoral 
Council brochure. 
 
Vitality Coffees:  will be discussed in 
January 
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Continued on next page 
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SAVE THE DATE!  
Friday, January 29 

“A Sneak Peek At Valentine’s Day” 
Dinner Dance to benefit our youth 
Catholic Heart Workcamp 2010. 
*Italian menu served family-style 

*GB’s – Mike Griffin’s 5 Piece Band 
*Dessert buffet 

Details to follow. 

5 

Pastor’s Items of Business 
Father Bill and a group of parish lead-
ers met to discuss how St. John’s is 
doing in meeting the characteristics of 
a Vibrant Parish. The characteristics of 
spiritual life and formation will be ad-
dressed in future Pastoral Council 
meetings. 
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WHAT YOU DON’T WANT TO HEAR  

If the Germinos didn’t show up to help with the placement of the poinsettias on 
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. the flowers would have been smack in the middle of the 
church with some of them on the pews. I could not have done them by myself and 
so I would have left them there. So does anyone have any possible solutions? My 
first reaction is to forgo the flowers. They could have been placed at another time 
and/or day. If the time is not convenient we have to know. Just email us. Remem-
ber we have a lot of visitors on Christmas and they feel entitled to a decorated 
church. They are not there the rest of the year and so they don’t help. 
I do not wish to cause guilt or reflect on those who already have done and do so 
much. I just need to adjust plans to do what you are willing to do. And don’t tell me 
to hire someone to do it. The funds are not there. Just reflect on what you would 
have said if the poinsettias were in the center of the church? 
 

BABYSITTER WANTED  
Babysitter wanted for Tewksbury Township Family.  Contact Renate at renatene-
bel@aol.com or  cell phone 586-255-1405.  Please ask for Renate.   

NEW YEAR, NEW QUILT!   

The Sacristy Stitchers  will meet on Thursday, January 14, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Seton Room to select the next quilt pattern. This will be a great opportunity for 
anyone who would like to get involved in the annual quilt construction from the very 
beginning.  If you are an experienced quilter, we can use your expertise.  If you are 
a beginning quilter, join us to hone your skills.  If you have never quilted but are 
curious about this craft, this is a good place to start.  Many of The Stitchers began 
quilting with this group. 
This planning session will take place over coffee/tea and dessert, so to let us know 
you're coming or for more information, contact Barbara Gates at 
barb.gates@embarqmail.com or 908-832-6423.   Feel free to contact any of The 
Sacristy Stitchers who you know:  Bernadette Andrejco, Arminda Barbone, 
Mary Cangelosi, Joan Eacovalle, Celeste Fleming, Bo nnie Garcia, Barbara 
Gates, Susan Griffin, Liz Livoti, AnnaMaria Miele, Dee Palmer, Therese Shick.  

 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 13 families  purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last 
weekend, for a total of $1,600.00 with 
$80.00 coming to St. John’s.  Stop 
after Mass on the weekends or come 
to the Office Center during the week. It 
costs you nothing and the Parish gains 
5% on all gift cards.  Our thanks to all 
who purchase these cards and those 
who sell them. 

Pastoral Council, Cont.  
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SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN  

In December, members of The Catholic Community of S t. John Neumann be-
gan serving the noon meal on the second Monday  of each month. The time 
commitment is from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m .  
Please call Anne Germino 908-343-1618 if you are interested in participating in this 
new ministry. Come every month, a few times a year or once in awhile. Whatever 
suits your schedule. As we accept this responsibility, we trust that God will open 
the hearts of a sufficient number of people in the parish to serve those who depend 
on this vital service. 

Next scheduled mission: Monday, January 11 
 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup 
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, January 11. We will need hot cas-
seroles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please 
call Anne Germino at 439-9335.  All items must be at the Office Center by 10:00 
a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues to grow 
in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting involved but 
figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist in this 
monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry. . 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
January 16 & 17 

The weekend of January 16 & 17 is our Food Pantry weekend. Please help us re-
stock our pantry for those who may call on us for assistance. Since most of what is 
donated will be kept in the pantry until spring please limit your contributions to 
canned goods, cereal and pastas. Monetary donations may be made at any time 
using envelopes available at the Social Ministry station and the Social Ministry 
drop-box in the Narthex. 
 

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT  
Thursday, January 21, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N. H . 

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday, 
January 21 from 10:00 a.m. until noon .  Please consider joining us and spending 
some time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits.  Children are 
always welcome!!  If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like 
more information, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7 548. 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using 
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the Narthex. All dona-
tions go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been 
donated.  If you would like to volunteer to work on a house, they are starting con-
struction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – website www.rvhabitat.org 
 

PEOPLE’S HEALTH EXPRESS  
We have been given a number of pharmacy discount cards for our parishioners. 
The card can be used to obtain the lowest price on a given prescription drug on the 
day the card is used and is good at a number of both local and chain stores. They 
are at the.Social Ministry Station in the Narthex. Please take only one card. 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 



 

 

 

RESPECT LIFE 
The god of economics, reason and 
progress demanded first...the sacrifice 
of family and moral values, the adop-
tion of an anti-birth selfishness and 
now a globalization...by an economy 
that does not accept any moral 
norm….It is absurd to continue affirm-
ing that the number of human beings 
is the cause of poverty, misery and 
indigence when we all know with sci-
entific certainity that these result from 
the reigning ‘social injustice’ that liter-
ally makes the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. — Colombian Bishop Jorge 
Jimenez Carvajal, President of Latin 
American Bishops’ Council. 
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  

Friday, March 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St. 
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community.  Following an initial pastoral visit 
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social 
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, 
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host 
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day 
of Baptism as well. 
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the child into the 
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in 
the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – March 12 at 7:15 pm.  The 
deadline for signing up to attend this program is F riday – February 19.  For 
more information or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center 
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING 
Sunday, January 24, 9:00 a.m., Valley View 

The parents of First Eucharist children will be meeting on Sunday, January 24 in 
the Valley View cafeteria at 9:00 a.m.  Parents will be doing an activity with their 
child at the end of this meeting.  All First Eucharist children, including Saturday 
catechesis students will meet in the second grade classroom of Valley View, Rm. 
12 at 9:00 a.m.  
 

CPI PARENT/CANDIDATE MEETING  
Sunday, January 31, 9:00 a.m., Valley View 

This meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, January 31 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Valley View cafeteria.  All Confirmation Preparation sixth grade students should 
have at least one parent accompany them to this welcoming and introduction to 
their confirmation preparation. 

BAPTISM PROGRAM  
The Baptism program here at St. 
John’s employs individuals or couples 
who minister to those seeking Baptism 
for their child. The work currently in-
volves four program meetings a year 
and hosting individual or multiple bap-
tisms following those programs during 
Saturday or Sunday Mass. 
We welcome Kenneth and Renate 
Bernard to the Baptism Team here 
at St. John’s.  
 

BAPTISM TEAM  
Chris & Maria Brynildsen - 832-9887 
Paul & Joanne Fabiano - 832-5428   

Kenneth & Renate Bernard - 973-953-
8567 

Joseph & Lisa Stanski - 832-5502 

MARDI GRAS DINNER 
The Office of Catechesis is sponsoring a Madi Gras Dinner for families on the 
weekend before Ash Wednesday. More information to follow. If you are interested 
in organizing the dinner call the Office of Catechesis at 832-2162. 
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“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  

The Epiphany of the Lord 

Focus:  God’s Light for All Nations  
 “God breaks into our darkened world.” 
 

Scripture : When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea . . . magi from the east
 arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is the newborn king of the 
 Jews?  We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him  
 homage."                                                                      Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

Reflection:  Where do you find light for the dark places of your life?  What is your 
experience of following stars?  What are the treasures that you have 
received in life? 

 

Song:  “What Star is This?” #109 
 

Story:  Erik’s light 
One-year-old Erik and his mom and dad were the only family in the cafe.  Erik was 
sitting in a high-chair munching little pieces of banana.  Everyone in the restaurant 
was quietly eating and talking.  Suddenly, Erik pounded his fat baby hands on the 
high-chair tray and squealed, "Hi!  Hi!" 
His mom turned around and saw the source of his delight.  A man wearing a tat-
tered, greasy rag of a coat and torn, baggy pants, toes poking out of would-be 
shoes, was waving at Erik.  "Hello there, big boy!  I see ya, buster," the old man 
said to Erik. 
Mom and Dad exchanged looks, What do we do?  By now, everyone in the restau-
rant had stopped to watch the scene. 
The man shouted across the room, "Do ya know patty cake?  Do ya know peek-a-
boo?  Hey, look, he knows peek-a-boo!" 
Nobody thought the old man was cute; he was obviously drunk.  But while Mom 
and Dad tried to ignore the old man, Erik was running through his repertoire of 
cuteness for the delighted old man.  Erik was on. 
Erik's parents quickly finished their meal.  They picked up Erik and maneuvered 
around the man, saying nothing.  But before Dad could stop him, Erik propelled 
himself from Dad's arms into the old man's.  The old man who reeked of liquor and 
the little child in the light blue jumper sealed their new friendship with a big 
hug.  Then, in an act of total trust and love, Erik laid his tiny head upon the man's 
ragged shoulder.  The man's eyes closed; his grimy hands gently cradled Erik and 
stroked his back. 
Mom and Dad were awestruck. 
After a few moments, the old man handed Erik to his mom.  "You take care of this 
baby," he ordered, wiping his eye with his dirty sleeve.   
"I will," Erik's mom said. 
"God bless you, ma'am, you've given me my Christmas gift."  And the old man dis-
appeared.                                                                             [Adapted from Heart 'n Souls.] 

In the Child of Bethlehem, God manifests his love for all of humanity; in his Christ, 
the Father of all embraces shepherd and king, peasant and prophet, sinner and 
sage.  The Christ Child comes to dispel our fears and despair and to reconcile us 
with God and with one another.  Taking our cue from Erik, may our hearts embrace 
and be embraced by the Christ Child in every season of the New Year, that we 
may know the hope and joy manifested in God's coming and presence among us. 

                                                                      Connections, January 2010 
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SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR JUNIOR HIGH  

STUDENTS 
Souper Bowl of Caring Weekend—

February 6 & 7 

Every year at St. John’s the Seventh & 
Eighth Graders help with the Souper 
Bowl of Caring Weekend.    MORE 
THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the Souper 
Bowl of Caring began with a simple 
prayer from a single youth group.   
 “Lord as we enjoy this Super Bowl 
football game, help us to be mindful 
of those without even a bowl of 
soup to eat.” 
Since that day, more than $60 million 
has been raised for local charities 
across the country through the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  It has become a pow-
erful movement that is transforming 
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s 
largest youth-led weekend of giving 
and serving. 
Through this mission, young people 
learn what it’s like to make a positive 
difference in the world. 
Be part of this movement that is 
sharing god’s love with those in 
need by : 

· Making an announcement at Mass 

to kick-off the event (January 30 
& 31). 

· Help collect dollar donations and 

can goods after Mass (February 6 
& 7). 

· Present our gifts and serve the 

clients at Elijah’s Promise Soup 
Kitchen in New Brunswick on 
Friday, February 19 (5:30-7:30 
p.m.) OR Saturday, March 6 
(3:00-5:00 p.m.).   

A flyer/email will be sent out after the 
New Year to all Junior High parents 
with more details, however, if you 
want to sign up NOW to be a part of 
a great service opportunity, call/
email Annette at 908-832-2162/
annettetag@ccsjn.org. or use the 
tear-out sheet in the bulletin.  
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MILITARY PERSONNEL  

If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collec-
tion basket. Please remember the fol-
lowing in your prayers: 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
GM3 Hurler, Shane 

SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 

AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr. 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy 
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 

Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 

Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air 
Force 

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

COMPANIONS 
What a wonderful thing it must have been to receive a call from Jesus 
to be one of his companions as he walked the earth. The account of 
Jesus calling Matthew is brief, yet tells us much about Jesus. It tells us 
about his healing, forgiveness and redemption. Matthew would have 
said he was unworthy. The Jewish people certainly would have pro-

nounced him unclean and unworthy, yet Jesus calls him to learn and travel with 
him on his journey. Forgiven, he accepts the Lord’s call. 
In order for us to be the welcoming parish that Jesus would have us be, we are 
looking for a few more families or individuals to volunteer to serve as Companions. 
We renamed this group from hospitality to companions to more accurately describe 
in liturgical terms what this group would do in the Connxions Ministry. 
Volunteer individuals or couples will “buddy” with new parishioners for one year; 
inviting them to parish liturgical and social events as well as serving as a resource 
for information. They will also be available for quarterly get-to-gethers where new 
parishioners will meet and mingle with one another, as well as available staff and 
pastoral council members. 
When it comes to getting involved in Church, many of us go through life not know-
ing just where we fit or what our unique contribution might be in building the 
Church and advancing Christ’s Kingdom. There is no need to feel personally un-
worthy, none of us are, yet we are called like Matthew. Will you accept? 
We will begin to match new parishioners with those who volunteer this coming 
week, but we cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and 
volunteer to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulle-
tin or email Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org.  
The Connxions Ministry team meets once a month. If you can give of your 
time and talent to work at bringing people together  with each other and with 
God, please volunteer to work in this rewarding min istry.   
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point. 
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Last weekend I presented an article on Entitlement. What I spoke about on the 
positive side of this is conveyed well in a YouTube email that I received before 
Christmas – “Wake Up America” – “America is Me” – an Anthem for “We the Peo-
ple” by Mark Hayes you can reach the site at www.youtube.com/watch?
v=hXAcHtdV3nY.  Rights and entitlement by the Constitution are not the pejorative 
use of this word. I therefore continue where I left off. I mentioned an article I dis-
covered on line from “The Journal of Wealth Management,” not a periodical that I 
would be reading. In an article by Dennis T. Jaffe and Fredda Herz Brown, titled 
“FROM ENTITLEMENT TO STEWARDSHIP: How a Prosperous Family Can Pre-
pare the Next Generation, they write: “We have spoken at several wealth manage-
ment forums in past years, and the major concern we hear from older family mem-
bers can best be paraphrased ‘how can we raise our kids so that they don’t de-
velop an entitled attitude, but have a positive desire to work, contribute, and care 
for others?’ Each generation wants the next one to develop a healthy relationship 
to money, where it can be appreciated but not depended upon for self-worth.  .  . In 
most cases, the parents have created the wealth, but their children are growing up 
in a world where the wealth is a given, which poses unique and significant dangers 
for personal development.” 
“An entitled attitude” is the key phrase and the alternate of stewardship is the direc-
tion to which I am heading. For me this is an interesting segue way to ownership 
and collaboration which I am proposing in this article applied to the Church. This 
pejorative idea of entitlement you can readily see comes from someone else work-
ing and others enjoying the benefits of that work without putting in the sweat and 
the tears. Does it mean that we all have to do without in order to appreciate what 
we have? Do we have to go through a Depression in order to be good stewards? 
Going through the Depression does not always have positive effects. My father’s 
family had just built a house before the Great Depression which started on October 
29, 1929 and lasted almost to the end of WWII. There were 5 men of workable age 
in my father’s family of nine children and parents and not one had a job. They lost 
their house. My parents rented until my father died because my father was afraid 
that this would happen again. He never felt entitled. He had to work for all that he 
had, was afraid of losing it and got along with little. He said “Why do you need 
more than one shirt? You can only wear one at a time.” Some of my life was a re-
action to this but we had hard times in the late 40’s and early 50’s. I not only appre-
ciated what we had but I wouldn’t throw anything away. “You never know when you 
will need it.” However, what you had should be shared. Thus you never ate in front 
of someone if you didn’t have enough to share - thus my reason for the crackers at 
Mass. 
How does entitlement find its way into church life? Another way of expressing this 
is that “I deserve something.” Those who have lived through the beginning years of 
the parish know of the hospitality of the Califon Methodist and the Lower Valley 
Presbyterian churches. They know about raising money, saving and planning so 
that we could build a church. The church was planned, designed and built under 
the principle of consensus. This was a difficult lesson to learn. Our usual way or-
ganizationally is to vote. The highest vote wins. Consensus uses a win/win theory. 
Much like the Native American circle of chiefs, we talked until it was acceptable to 
all. There was one instance where people got tired and ruled over 1 person. This 

PONDERING PAUSES THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST 

(REVELATION continued) 
Last week I leaped ahead with the experience 
of Advent Reconciliation). I reflected upon the 
development of Penance to Reconciliation. 
My quandary centers on the fact that in our 
parish of 320 families we had 35 people at 
our Reconciliation Service and three for indi-
vidual confessions. Of the 35 at least 12 were 
not parishioners. I spent more time preparing 
than we did celebrating or confessing. If we 
were dealing merely with a secular measure-
ment of time versus product the experience 
would be dropped. But it does give me pause 
to evaluate even if it is the spiritual realm. 
What could be easier than a Community Rec-
onciliation? Even when parishes have priests 
come in to hear confessions they are told to 
confess one sin rather than get caught up 
with a dialogue with the priest. For me this is 
a no-brainier in celebrating forgiveness. Ini-
tially we had a great number of people who 
participated in the new rite. Now I guess we 
have grown away from the practice of cele-
brating forgiveness entirely. Yet in the course 
of human experience we can be stymied 
without a way to celebrate forgiveness. Watch 
the animated film, “Despereaux.” Forgiveness 
changes all the difficulties that have befallen 
the kingdom of Princess Pia’s father when he 
lost his wife to a rat in her soup. It is a cele-
bration of forgiveness that restores the king to 
recognize what he has instead of what he has 
lost. 
As a confessor, as a priest, as a Christian, as 
a human being I am concerned with this loss. 
Some have described the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation CLOSED FOR REPAIRS. My light-
ness about it is that we will rediscover Con-
fession when some other religion or Christian 
denomination discovers its benefits. As a 
priest the long lines of perfunctionary confes-
sions were challenging. People came to 
dump off a load of sins to go out and get 
more. This had a certain ritualistic sense to it 
but was not the ideal for confessions. One 
year Holy Week fell right after First Friday. 
We heard the school children’s confessions 
on Thursday before First Friday. They herded 
them into the confessional again on Monday 
for Holy Week. The children would come in 
and say they had no sins. In those days they 
were then supposed to confess an old for-
given sin so that they could get the benefits of 
the sacrament. But this was not the reason 
for the sacrament. I really object to young 
people made to go to confession. As a result 
they don’t go at all. This only precipitates 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 



 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 3, 2010  
 Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 
 Monday: 1 Jn 3:22---4:6/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
 Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
 Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
 Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19---5:4/Lk 4:14-22a 
 Friday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
 Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 
 Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or 40:1-5, 9-11/Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-
   14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
 ©Liturgical Publications Inc 

had repercussions for many years. It took us a long while to learn something differ-
ent. This developed a sense of ownership. Those were not just church pews that 
someone bought for the pastor from the sale of the Presbyterian church in Asbury, 
NJ. They were the pews that we refinished, sawed apart and fitted for our worship 
space. They were carted to a parishioner’s barn in Califon. Then a few years later 
they were transferred to the 33 Main St. Parish House garage until they could be 
worked on under a tent in the backyard and then delivered to the Church for the 
Opening Mass. People had ownership. They had ownership and complained when 
people let their children stand on them or hold them up resting their shoes on the 
top. Do the people that come later or who had no involvement in this project have 
the same attitude or do they think they are entitled? Do they treat them in the same 
way? This is the direction of this continuing article as we take a pause to ponder.  
 

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY  
Lent starts on February 17.  Come and join our Lenten six week Bible study of “St. 
Paul on the Power of the Cross”.  Email or call Dr. Fay at rosefay@ccsjn.org  or 
832-2162. The time and day of the week will be determined by the participants. 
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longer forced. We celebrate God’s forgive-
ness in second grade with community recon-
ciliation. We don’t hear individual confessions 
because their parents, who don’t go at all will 
not bring them back again. So we do this 
individual celebration in fourth grade with 
preparation and a service with individual con-
fessions. The next time they come is when 
they are preparing to celebrate Confirmation. 
Why? Their parents don’t go. They learn more 
from example than instruction. Besides how 
can they go unless they are driven? One di-
lemma follows the other. 
Once a little girl came up to me and said, 
“Father, I need to go in there,” pointing to the 
Reconciliation Room. I was deeply moved and 
my hopes soared. 
Most confessions I do hear are truly experi-
ences of change, forgiveness and healing. I 
am moved by such experiences and find hear-
ing confessions very rewarding. Teen’s con-
fessions are also very sincere and honest, 
especially when I have heard them on re-
treats. Once, many years ago, when they 
prayed at graduations, the president of the 
senior class introduced me as his confessor. I 
had never been introduced or referred to by 
this identity. I think that he had come to con-
fession to me only once to my knowledge. 
I often wonder what has happened to this 
sacrament since we have gone from fear to 
forgiveness. In the change and format have 
we lost its meaning? Because the celebration 
of reconciliation is easier, have people aban-
doned the sacrament because they see no 
worth in it? Are people carrying around bur-
dens that keep them from living life to the full? 
Are they finding other ways to confess? 
One other observation is that I was a young 
priest during the Cuban Crisis and the assig-
nation of John F Kennedy. We heard confes-
sions for hours. At 9/11 this phenomena was 
missing. Maybe something has happened 
culturally. In fact we had Mass on 9/11 in the 
evening. There was only one additional per-
son there. They were looking for something 
larger, something that expressed their anger 
at God, dismay, fear, or way to mourn. The 
phenomena of placing tributes at places 
where an accident happened or at their resi-
dence have grown up. There are memorials 
on the side of the road. People have no place 
to go or leave things when the body has been 
cremated. The Eastern European services, 
flowers and candles at graves on November 
2, All Souls Day and the Hispanic custom of 
observing Day of the Dead (cf. 
www.lawndalear.org/dod/mipg.htm) bring that 
ritual to the cemetery. Rituals of the past may 
no longer be valid. I am glad that I am at the 
end of the days in the Year of the Priest rather 
than at its beginnings.  
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2009 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL  

Because We Are Church 

The campaign for the 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal continues through 
the spring of 2010, so it’s not too late to make a gift.  One of the edu-
cational ministries your gift helps to support is the Office of Evangeli-
zation.  This office assists in the formation of Parish Evangelization 

Teams and provides training in both English and Spanish for Bible Study Leaders.  
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.  To date our parish has received 
$30,870.00 in pledges/gifts to the 2009 Bishop’s An nual Appeal from 134 
families  toward our goal of $34,600.   89.2% to goal. 
 

BIBLE STUDY FOR MATURING CATHOLICS  
Wednesdays, January 27-March 17, 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m., Piscataway 

The diocese is offering a newly-formed Bible study series for Maturing Catholics.    
There are 8 eight sessions, covering the New Testament, stressing the Passion 
Narratives.  Cost is $5.00 per session. Call 732-562-1900 ext. 164 to register.  

THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST, CONTINUED 



 

 

��� �����
-�&��
���:���	����

��� �����
-�&������
���

 
Volunteer Schedules  

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 1/4 Office Closed  
Tuesday, 1/5 TBA 
Wednesday, 1/6 TBA 
Thursday, 1/7 TBA  
 

Grocery Cards 
January 2 & 3 

5:30 p.m. E. McCabe 
8:00 a.m. Help Needed  
10:30 a.m. F. Cook 

January 9 & 10 
5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti 
8:00 a.m. V. Santoro 
10:30 a.m. V. Hoffart 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 1/3 L. Livoti 
Week of 1/10 T. Menzie 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
January 8 Team D 
January 15 Team E 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
January 8 P. Dattler 
January 15 J. Stemple 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life. 

320 families 
39 Time & Talent Responses, 30 Treasure Responses,  

10 Youth Responses 

“The three magi in today’s Gospel traveled a great distance at considerable cost to 
offer their richest gifts to the Infant Jesus. How far will I go and what will I offer to 
do homage to this newborn King and Savior?” 
 
“For he shall rescue the poor when they cry out and the afflicted when they have 
no one to help them. He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the 
poor he shall save.” Ps72:13 
On this feast of traveling and symbolic gifts of great worth how do we come to this 
verse from Psalm 72? May it be that we never work, think or write in isolation! A 
feast does not exist on its own but is a part the greater mystery. For instance, the 
Triduum of Holy Week is not three individual feasts but one feast celebrated in 
three different aspects. 
The feast of Epiphany with its gold, frankincense and myrrh are brought to a small 
child in a manger. In the contradiction we arrive at the mystery. How do we live 
with this tension? The psalm to be fulfilled demands that we realize that God’s 
blessing are to be shared. Does God bless some and curse others? I don’t think 
so. Rather things happen and the scriptures show us how to deal with these hap-
penings so that  God’s presence may be made manifest. Stewardship is our reply 
to what happens in our lives. When we have we share, when we are in need others 
share. In this sharing the Lord’s presence is made known. In the cave of Bethle-
hem the God of Israel is not only incarnated in the child. God is present among us 
because the Magi share their gifts that they travelled a great distance to share. In 
their stewardship God is made present as God is in our sharing. 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

 

2009 CHRISTMAS  
COLLECTION 

214 Families ....................... $24,522.00 
Loose Money ........................... $510.00 
Total ................................... $25,032.00 
 
 

For December 28, 2008 
70 Weekly Donors .................. $2,136.00 
16 Monthly Donors ................. $5,103.00 
Loose Money ............................. $101.00 
Total ....................................... $7,430.00 
21 Direct Deposit ....................... $910.00 
Weekly Average for 12/08 .... $7,148.00 

 

For December 27, 2009 
59 Weekly Donors .................. $1,650.00 
22 Monthly Donors ................. $3,400.00 
Second Batch ......................... $1,655.00 
Loose Money ............................... $55.00 
Total ....................................... $6,760.00 
19 Direct Deposit ....................... $851.25 
Weekly Average for 12/09 .... $6,022.00 

Weekly Averages 
 

November ......................... $5,771.00 
October ............................. $5,795.00 
September ........................ $5,590.00 
August .............................. $5,350.00 
July ................................... $5,915.00 
June .................................. $4,950.00 
May ................................... $5,474.00 
April .................................. $6,757.00 
March ............................... $6,133.00 
February ........................... $6,165.00 
January ............................. $5,940.00 
Weekly Need ................... $7,034.00  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� SHIP Server  
 
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
 
�� Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/
 Auction  

�� Christmas De-Decorating 
 

�� Wednesday, January 13, 6:30 p.m. (Church Center) 
 

Questions? Call Rita Price: 908-832-2513 
ritaprice@ccsjn.org  

�� On-going Opportunities 
 

�� Office Angels (5:00 – 8:00 p.m., one weeknight a month) 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Gift Card Sales (after weekend Masses) 
�� Church Center plant watering (approximately once a month) 
�� Church Center cleaning (Friday evening, once every 5 

weeks) 
�� Bulletin transporter (Fridays, approximately once every 2 

months) 
Questions? Call Rita Price: 908-832-2513 

ritaprice@ccsjn.org 

13 

�� Souper Bowl of Caring 
�� Make announcement at Mass (January 30/31) 
�� Help collect donations after Mass (February 6/7) 
�� Present gifts to Elijah’s Promise 

�� Friday, 2/19 (5:30-7:30 p.m.) 
�� Saturday, 3/6 (3:00—5:00 p.m.)  

 
Questions? Call Annette Tagliareni: 908-832-2162 

annettetag@ccsjn.org 


