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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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January 23 & 24

Tuesday, January 19

7:00 p.m. People of the Parish

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

CIBIIANL. ..o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e r e, Fr. Mickiewicz Wednesday, January 20

[I=To3 (o SO TSP T T PR PTPPP PR A. Sawczuk 9:30 a.m. Gary Wolf

ARBE SEIVET ... Germino Family req. Anita Sawczuk

J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle,
C. Drzewiecki, D. Kelemen, D. Lance

Friday, January 22

7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen &

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Eamil

am
(O0C]1<] o] r=1 0| SRR Fr. Mickiewicz vy
I=To1 o (OO RRRTR R. Ditzel Saturday, January 23
ARBE SEIVET .t e e e e e Stanski Family

Ministers of the Eucharist

J. Klawunn, T. Klawunn, B. Minick

5:30 p.m. Joseph Ford req.

Mizak Family

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Sunday, January 24

(0021 1] o] =10 | SRR Fr. Mickiewicz

Lector S. Gemma 8:00 a.m. Caroline Braillard
ARBE SEIVET ..t e e e e e e aa e e e e e enannees Hunt Family reg. Stanski Family

M. McCall, C. Zelesny,
W. Zelesny, L. Mergen, A. Giametta

10:30 a.m. Vernon Shaw
req. M. O'Rielley

Sunday, January 17 — Food Pantry Weekend
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)
Monday, January 18 — St. Ulfrid
Office Center Closed

Tuesday, January 19 — St. Remi of Rouen

9:30 a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Property Management Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 20 — St. Fabian, St. Sebastian
9:30 a.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)

Thursday, January 21 — St. Agnes

10:00 a.m.  Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry (Church Center)
Friday, January 22 — St. Vincent
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m.  Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, January 23 — BI. Anthony Swiatek
9:30 a.m.

Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)

Sunday, January 24 — Catholic Education Collection

9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
9:00 a.m.  First Eucharist Parent Meeting (Valley View)
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Y
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Sunday, January 17
6:00 p.m.

Monday, January 18
Office Closed

Dinner (Away)

Tuesday, January 19

Bulletin
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Property Management Meeting (Office Center)
Wednesday, January 20
9:30 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
10:30 a.m.  Appointment (Neumann Residence)

Thursday, January 21
Appointments (Away)
Friday, January 22
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Saturday, January 23

1:00 p.m. Communion Call (Away)




Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker
Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock
Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer

Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Alex Lacy
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Gary McVicker
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price

* +
Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda
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"Everyone serves good wine first, and then when peo ple
have drunk freely, an inferior one; but you have ke  pt the
good wine until now."

WEDDING GIFTS

The Lord likes weddings. Scripture presents the Lord as
a bridegroom delighting in his bride: us. At Cana, Jesus,
his mother and his disciples were guests at a wedding.
When the couple needed help, Jesus creatively showed
his glory. The last wine turned out to be the best. God’s
Spirit shares gifts with us for very good reasons. We
receive the gifts with joy and use them for salvation.
Being a guest at this great wedding can change every-
thing.

lllustration © 2000 M. Erspamer. Text, Philip J.
Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, January 18

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. We
will reopen on Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION COLLECTION
Next Weekend

The second collection the weekend of January 23-24 is for the Foundation for
Catholic Education, a Diocesan endowment fund which was established in 1991.
Your generosity to the Foundation collection provides tuition assistance grants to
students in financial need in the Catholic elementary and high schools of the Dio-
cese of Metuchen. Without financial assistance, these students might not receive
the gift of a Catholic education. Please be as generous as your means allow.

Save the Date: Please join us on May 19, 2010 for the Students to Leaders Dinner
which also benefits the Foundation for Catholic Education. Watch the bulletin for
details.

Remembered at Mass

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’'s death and resurrection.
The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer. — Bar-
bara Miller — Gladyz Horowitz — Margaret Moneypen ny Gilzow
— Edward Cavanaugh — Carole Dimeck — Joseph MacDona Id
— Jerry Benvenuto — Stephen G. Sweet — Basil D’Armi  ento

Deceased: Stephen G. Sweet, friend of Roger and Marie Malone; Basil D’Ar-
miento , father of Ed D’ Armiento. May they find peace and comfort in the em-
brace of the Lord and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.
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VITALITY COFFEES

Please note that the Vitality Coffees are being held under the direction of the new
CONNXIONS MINISTRY to promote socialization, getting to know new people and
the presentation of the various ministries at St. John’'s. PLEASE DO NOT JUST
GRAB FOOD AND RUN. At least stay a few minutes and talk to someone or meet
someone you do not know. We want to get to know each other better and address
any questions personally that you may have.

MAINTENANCE PERSON NEEDED

With the resignation of Art Slinger we will be interviewing for a part-time mainte-
nance person. We hired someone to take care of the snow - plowing and shovel-
ing. There are various maintenance roles and the cutting of the grass. We are
appreciative of the years that Art was able to give us and we will miss the little
things that he did without being asked. His presence is a loss. We thank him.
Please contact the office for more information.

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
*DEADLINE*

| initially reserved 24 spots for our trip to Greensburg, PA from June 20-June 25,
2010 . We now have 34 people interested in coming! | am able to add to our res-
ervation but | will need to finalize our numbers by January 20. If you would like to
attend please LET ME KNOW ASAP! Mary Connolly at 537-2032(home), 930-
0784 (cell) or mandmconnolly@gmail.com.

OMISSION

I missed some names on the Christmas Thank You’s. | found the list and so now
can add them - Ellen and Jim Vigilante — Andy Kozlowski — and either Jim
Simila or Joe Sima. Since both of these men are always around | don’t know
which name is on the list which | read as Jim Sima(o). | couldn’t decipher the hand-
writing. Sorry to slight you all. My memory was not working. That is why we make
lists.

WHAT YOU DON'T WANT TO HEAR

If the Germinos didn’'t show up to help with the placement of the poinsettias on
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. the flowers would have been smack in the middle of the
church with some of them on the pews. | could not have done them by myself and
so | would have left them there. So does anyone have any possible solutions? My
first reaction is to forgo the flowers. They could have been placed at another time
and/or day. If the time is not convenient we have to know. Just email us. Remem-
ber we have a lot of visitors on Christmas and they feel entitled to a decorated
church. They are not there the rest of the year and so they don’t help.

| do not wish to cause guilt or reflect on those who already have done and do so
much. | just need to adjust plans to do what you are willing to do. And don't tell me
to hire someone to do it. The funds are not there. Just reflect on what you would
have said if the poinsettias were in the center of the church?

The purpose of the 10-member parish
Pastoral Council is to investigate pas-
toral matters, to consider them thor-
oughly, and to propose practical con-
clusions.  Specifically, the Pastoral
Council’s purpose is to envision and
support pastoral planning by evaluat-
ing the suitability and effectiveness of
various programs and services.

The scope of the council includes all
the practical matter of parish life, ex-
cluding intrusion into the day-to-day
operations of individual ministries.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Monday, December 7, 2009

Reflection: 10 Signs of a Vibrant
Parish. The statement “Parishioners
recognize their parish mission” was
the topic. It was stated that the parish
mission statement is always in the
bulletin and should be recognized by
the parishioners. The possibility of
making a shorter statement that is
repeated throughout the year to reiter-
ate and highlight a portion of the state-
ment was discussed. Also the possi-
bility of updating the mission state-
ment was mentioned.

Committee Meeting:  There were no
committee presentations. Connxions
will be scheduled for January.

Old and Continuing Items of Busi-
ness:

New members of the council will write
a short statement of “What made
them decide to be on the Pastoral
Council” to be included in the Pastoral
Council brochure.

Vitality Coffees: will be discussed in
January

Continued on next page




Pastoral Council, Cont.

Pastor’s Items of Business

Father Bill and a group of parish lead-
ers met to discuss how St. John’s is
doing in meeting the characteristics of
a Vibrant Parish. The characteristics of
spiritual life and formation will be ad-
dressed in future Pastoral Council
meetings.
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SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 26 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $4,775.00 with
$238.75.00 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week. It
costs you nothing and the Parish gains
5% on all gift cards. Thanks to the
volunteers who sell these cards after
Mass and all who use them to shop.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2010

Chosen Theme: You Are Witnesses of These
Things . (Luke 24:48)

This week commences the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity.
The Church Unity Octave, a forerunner of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity, was developed by Father
Paul Wattson, SA, at Graymoor in Garrison, New York,
and was first observed at Graymoor from January 18-
25, 1908. Today, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
invites the whole Christian community throughout the
world to pray in communion with the prayer of Jesus
“that they all may be one” (John 17:21).
In 1966, the Faith and Order Commission of the World Council of Churches and
the Vatican Secretariat (now Council) for Promoting Christian Unity began collabo-
rating as a common international text for worldwide usage. Since 1968 these inter-
national texts, which are based on themes proposed by ecumenical groups around
the world, have been developed, adapted and published for use in the United
States by the Graymoor Ecumenical and Interreligious Institute.

SAVE THE DATE!

Friday, January 29

“A Sneak Peek At Valentine’s Day”
Dinner Dance to benefit our youth
Catholic Heart Workcamp 2010.
*[talian menu served family-style
*GB'’s — Mike Griffin’s 5 Piece Band
*Dessert buffet
Details to follow.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE VALENTINE DINNER/
DANCE:

Set up: Wednesday, January 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Clean up: Saturday, January 30 at 9:00 a.m.
Servers: Friday, January 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Kitchen Cleaning Crew: Friday, January 29 at 7:30 p.m.
To volunteer, call the office know or contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or
mandmconnolly@gmail.com, or use the tear-out sheet in this bulletin.

GOODSEARCH.COM

We got our first check from goodsearch.com. They have sent us $24.65. Thanks to
all who use this search engine when looking up data. As someone said to me re-
cently, “Don’t goggle, Father, use goodsearch.” | do, | just don’t use the word,
thinking people would not know what it is. | will reform and have another New
Year's resolution.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 17, 2010

Sunday: Is 62:1-5/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11 Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22 Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28 27/Mk 3:20-21

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12

Next Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1
Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14,
27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-2
©Liturgical Publications Inc
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LETTER FROM OUR SPONSOR CHILD

Dear St. John Neumann,

First of all allow me to greet you a very pleasant and good day. About me and my
family, we are ok and fine too. By the way St. John about my studies, I'm doing fine
and would like also to share with you my experiences in my school. | am happy
because our house will now be constructed by my uncles and it's for free.

I and my cousins and some of our friends met at my grandmother’s place for a pic-
nic near a waterfall. It was a very fun and memorable day for me when me and my
family get together and youth gathering means allot to me.

| am now experiencing with people around me and happy for the changes in my life
since | was chosen as a sponsored child. Thank you for the materials and also my
family is very happy for me and my two brothers. | went to a McDonalds on my
birthday and to watch a movie with maam Christine Madoro. This was the first time
to watch a movie on a big screen! Afterward, the staff of the foundation gave us
cake and a red ribbon to bring home and to share with my family. Soon | together
with my two brothers will be having a home because of you good hearted ones.

I wish you all the best and God bless.

Your sponsored youth,

Angel F. Cerdena

Angel included a Christmas card which can be found on the Social Ministry station
in the Narthex. We sponsor Angel through the Christian Foundation for Children
and Aging. Angel lives in the Philippines. Please consider helping to support our
sponsor child by placing a donation in the jar in the Narthex for our sponsor child.

FOOD PANTRY
January 16 & 17

This weekend is our Food Pantry weekend. Please help us restock our pantry for
those who may call on us for assistance. Since most of what is donated will be
kept in the pantry until spring please limit your contributions to canned goods, ce-
real and pastas. Monetary donations may be made at any time using envelopes
available at the Social Ministry station and the Social Ministry drop-box in the Nar-
thex.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, January 21, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N. H

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday,
January 21 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Please consider joining us and spending
some time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits. Children are
always welcome!! If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like
more information, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7  548.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house,
they are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 — web-
site www.rvhabitat.org

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!
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BAPTISM PROGRAM

The Baptism program here at St.
John’s employs individuals or couples
who minister to those seeking Baptism
for their child. The work currently in-
volves four program meetings a year
and hosting individual or multiple bap-
tisms following those programs during
Saturday or Sunday Mass.

We welcome Kenneth and Renate
Bernard to the Baptism Team here
at St. John’s.

BAPTISM TEAM

Chris & Maria Brynildsen - 832-9887
Paul & Joanne Fabiano - 832-5428
Kenneth & Renate Bernard - 973-953-
8567
Joseph & Lisa Stanski - 832-5502

RESPECT LIFE

It is 37 years since the legalization of
abortion by the Supreme Court deci-
sion, Roe v. Wade. This decision
damaged our constitutional and social
order, because, as Wanda Franz,
president of National Right to Life
states, “the ‘unalienable Right’ to life is
no longer ‘endowed by the Creator’ but
dependent on someone else’s moods
and feelings. Under this peculiar prin-
ciple, one and the same unborn child
could be a ‘baby’ in the eyes of one
parent and a ‘fetus’ to be aborted in
the eyes of the other.”

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, March 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process,
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day
of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — March 12 at 7:15 pm. The
deadline for signing up to attend this program is F riday — February 19. For
more information or to beqin the process please call Rita at the parish office center
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING
Sunday, January 24, 9:00 a.m., Valley View

The parents of First Eucharist children will be meeting on Sunday, January 24 in
the Valley View cafeteria at 9:00 a.m. Parents will be doing an activity with their
child at the end of this meeting. All First Eucharist children, including Saturday
catechesis students will meet in the second grade classroom of Valley View, Rm.
12 at 9:00 a.m.

CPI PARENT/CANDIDATE MEETING
Sunday, January 31, 9:00 a.m., Valley View

This meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, January 31 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Valley View cafeteria. All Confirmation Preparation sixth grade students should
have at least one parent accompany them to this welcoming and introduction to
their confirmation preparation.

. 2 3

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
Saturday, February 13, 6:30 p.m.

The Office of Catechesis is sponsoring a St. John’s Mardi Gras Party! on Saturday,
February 13 after the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Bring a plate of your favorite finger food to
share and join in the fun. There will be family activities as “Decorate your own
Mask”, a scavenger hunt and entertainment, all for a good cause. Free- will dona-
tions collected will be going to Elijah’s Promise.
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‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”"

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: The Glory of Jesus
“We celebrate the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and the signs of
his cooperation in God’s plan of salvation.”

Scripture : There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee . . .

The headwaiter called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone
serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, an
inferior one; but you have kept the good wine until now."

John 2: 1-12

Reflection:  What is your experience of being in an embarrassing predicament as
the host of this wedding? When have you experienced a rescue as
Mary did in today’'s Gospel? Have you ever come to the rescue of
someone and saved them from embarrassment?

Song: “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” #108
Story: The changing of wine

The marriage begins with champagne on the magical evening of the wedding re-
ception.

But over time, the wine changes.

It becomes a much cheaper vintage as spouses struggle to build a home to-
gether. It is replaced by formulas and juice boxes and medicines as they raise
their children. With every milestone, with every crisis, the vintage is patience and
forgiveness; with every check written to cover the mortgage, insurance and tuition,
selflessness and generosity are the spirits shared in chipped glasses.
The wine tastes sweeter with the grandchildren and the opportunities to help a new
family get started.

The wine becomes increasingly bitter and hard with the visits to the doctor, the
long wait for the test results, the necessary changes in lifestyle, the round-the-
clock care. And eventually they sip their last glass together until they find places
next to each other at the wedding banquet of heaven.

In marriages where Christ is the always welcomed Wedding Guest, the wine of
compassion and understanding, of humble love and generous grace, never runs
out. The wine served at the marriage feast - a feast that continues over many
years from the banquet table to the family dinner table to the workbench to the play
table to the quiet table for two - is always "new" and richer and sweeter with every
glass poured and shared.

The love of God is manifested at its most powerful in the love between husband
and wife: in marriages in which spouses have navigated together life's hard road of
fear, disappointment, heartache and illness; in marriages that are living sacra-
ments of God's presence in our midst; in marriages in which Christ is the unseen
but always-present Wedding Guest. Throughout Scripture, God speaks of his love
for humanity in terms of espousal. Christ, who performed his first miracle at a wed-
ding, called himself "the Bridegroom" who comes to bring his people to the wed-
ding feast of the Father. As ministers of the marriage sacrament, husbands and
wives, in their love for one another, help all of us to realize the great love of God
the Father and Christ his Son, the Bridegroom. Connections, January 2010
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
WEEKEND

February 6 & 7

MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the
Souper Bowl of Caring began with a
simple prayer from a single youth

group:

“Lord as we enjoy this Super Bowl
football game,

help us to be mindful of those with-
out even a bowl of soup to eat.”

Since that day, more than $60 million
has been raised for local charities
across the country through the Souper
Bowl of Caring. It has become a pow-
erful movement that is transforming
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s
largest youth-led weekend of giving
and serving.

Be part of this movement that is shar-
ing God's love with those in need.
Please give generously on Super Bowl
Weekend as you leave Mass. Our
youth will greet you in the Narthex to
collect your donations and can of
soup. Then on February 19 and
March 6, a group of students along
with parent chaperones will serve the
clients at Elijah’s Promise Soup
Kitchen in New Brunswick to present
our gifts.




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collec-
tion basket. Please remember the fol-
lowing in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air
Force

COMPANIONS

What a wonderful thing it must have been to receive a call from Jesus
to be one of his companions as he walked the earth. The account of
Jesus calling Matthew is brief, yet tells us much about Jesus. It tells us
about his healing, forgiveness and redemption. Matthew would have
said he was unworthy. The Jewish people certainly would have pro-
nounced him unclean and unworthy, yet Jesus calls him to learn and travel with
him on his journey. Forgiven he accepts the Lord’s call.
In order for us to be the welcoming parish that Jesus would have us be, we are
looking for a few more families or individuals to volunteer to serve as Companions.
We renamed this group from hospitality to companions to more accurately describe
in liturgical terms what this group would do in the Connxions Ministry.
Volunteer individuals or couples will “buddy” with new parishioners for one year;
inviting them to parish liturgical and social events as well as serving as a resource
for information. They will also be available for quarterly get-to-gethers where new
parishioners will meet and mingle with one another, as well as available staff and
pastoral council members.
When it comes to getting involved in Church, many of us go through life not know-
ing just where we fit or what our unique contribution might be in building the
Church and advancing Christ's Kingdom. There is no need to feel personally un-
worthy, none of us are, yet we are called like Matthew. Will you accept? We are in
need of four more individuals or couples.
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org.
The Connxions Ministry team meets once a month. If you can give of your
time and talent to work at bringing people together with each other and with
God, please volunteer to work in this rewarding min istry.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual's starting point.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.
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THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST

EXODUS (continued — back on track)

At the end of “Rhet” year or second year of college
there was the activity of buying cassocks, biretta (the
three peaked hat with a pompon that priests used to
wear), collars, surplices etc. that were needed for First

Philosophy or third year of college. In First Philosophy

we dressed like priests both in school and on the street.

We wore cassocks all day and wore roman collars

when we left the building, though that was not very of-

ten.

I remember bringing them home in the summer. My
grandmother Mark was visiting one day. My father was a great tease and so when
she was there he put my biretta on and waited for my grandmother to notice. She
took a fit. “Red, take that off - it's a sacrilege for you to wear that.” My father got a
great kick out of upsetting her.
| finished St. Charles and so was supposed to have an equivalent of what today
would be called an A.A. degree. | don’'t even remember if we had a graduation
ceremony. That would have been in 1956 and the details that far back don’t stick in
my mind. We did have a year book which we never had when | was in high school,
so there was something special about it.

In the two summers after the first two years of college | worked in DuPont’s Film
plant in Parlin, NJ. (a part of Sayreville) | inspected x-ray film and supplied boxes
for the women who did the packing. It was interesting working in the dark. If one of
the ladies said hello to me outside and | did not recognize her, | would say that |
only knew her in the dark. It was possible to see in x-ray since there were red lights
somewhat like you see with cameras in the dark nowadays. My mother also
worked there but she was in 35 mm which was completely dark.

When | was in high school | worked in Okulski’'s Drug Store in South River. There
was also a soda fountain there and so | dispensed ice cream cones, sodas and
sundaes. It was a great experience and Mr. Okulski was a Gerry Colona look alike.
That's where | learned about Trojans and | don’'t mean the warriors. Of course
there were many times when they asked for the pharmacist because they had pri-
vate matters to discuss or ask for something.

My other job in growing up was delivering THE PERTH AMBOY EVENING NEWS
in all kinds of weather. | developed strong leg muscles as | peddled many miles to
deliver the news. | also learned how to deal with dogs and people, especially when
they didn’t want to pay me. | remember once my father came around with me to
collect to make sure that | got the money.

After First Philosophy we had to go to parishes in the summer to organize and
teach summer school to the children of the parish. My first summer was spent in
Blairstown N.J. at St. Jude’s parish. The pastor did not know | was coming. He got
the letter from the Chancery the next day. Thank God he was home. He frequently
was not there. It was a small parish that increased in Sunday Mass attendance
when the camps in the area filled up. Father Jack Reilly was the pastor. He offered
my mother and | orange juice which | found strange tasting. In a later conversation
that | had with my mother by phone | discovered that it was not orange juice. It was
and orange blossom. He liked to serve liquor and during the summer he enter-
tained the nuns from Saints Philip and James Convent in Phillipsburg. He served

10

PONDERING PAUSES

The word OWNERSHIP is another one of
those words that has a dual application.
When we own something we have power and
control over it. We own things and make them
our own, marking them with our identification
or calling them by our name. We have even
owned people in the past and called it slav-
ery. People are owned today and we call it
human trafficking.

| was stationed in a parish in Port Reading,
NJ, St. Anthony’s. | was there as a seminar-
ian and as a priest. The parish was first set-
tled around a group of Italian immigrants who
owed their life to a man who brought them
over from Italy. They were almost indentured
servants. The great story was that the first
pastor of the parish drove this man out of
town, freed the people, and took over his
house as the rectory. | am sure there is more
to this story but it illustrates how far owner-
ship can go. People have owned property and
house and rented out to people demanding
more than money especially when they could
not pay. Entitement goes hand in hand with
ownership. The image of Simon Lagree
comes to mind from Uncle Tom'’s Cabin.

This is best summarized by the definition,
“Ownership is the state or fact of exclusive
right and control over property which may be
an object, land/real estate or intellectual prop-
erty. Ownership involves multiple rights, col-
lectively referred to as title. . .” Opposed to
this kind of ownership there is the sense or
feeling of ownership. In business “the primary
association with ownership can be any one of
a vast array of meanings: participation in
decision making, a benefit plan, camaraderie,
short term financial payoff, long term financial
payoff, a gimmick, a chance for egalitarianism
and an unknown.” This concept involves peo-
ple in their company. The aspects of owner-
ship that come from this are “financial payoff,
participation, influence, community and fair-
ness.” Employers like to inculcate this in their
employees for maximum involvement and
affiliation with their job, the product and the
company.

The term is taken over in ministry and con-
nection with a community as in Church. A
feeling of ownership is that the people are
involved in the institution and have an invest-
ment. They feel this is their church, their par-
ish. We were fortunate to have this develop
as we planned and built our Church Center.
We had been worshipping at the Califon
Methodist Church and the Lower Valley Pres-
byterian Church. One day someone asked

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES, CONTINUED

one of the Crescenti boys what religion he
was. He said that sometimes his family was
Methodist and sometimes Presbyterian. That
was an important sign to make the Church
happen. We had the land for awhile before we
were able to build. Amy DeVito always said
that is where my church is. Early on even the
young people had a personal investment in
the parish.

Since we planned and designed the building
with the model of “consensus” people had a
personal interest in what was being done. The
parish was involved in planning but also work-
ing. We moved the donated pews from the
Asbury Presbyterian Church twice before they
were renovated, painted and placed in the
Church for the blessing. People developed a
sense of ownership in the parish, the church
and the pews in particular. People would ob-
ject when they saw children being held up,
feet resting on the varnished pew tops. One
day | saw a young boy pointing to things in the
Narthex and so did the Lector, Bill Hunt. How-
ever being a former detective and then in the
Prosecutor’'s Office he saw something more.
The young boy had a permanent magic
marker in his hand and was tracing it along
the wall. After Mass Bill was calling after his
mother and letting her see what he had done.
He encouraged the mother to come back and
get rid of those marks. That is one of the best
examples of ownership. The church does not
belong to Father or the Church; it belongs to
us, the parishioners.

We experience this same ideal with our town,
our organizations, and our place of work. We
take care of it and we expect other people to
do the same. We pick up garbage and stop
others from trashing a place. One of our pa-
rishioners even cleans up the garbage thrown
at the Park and Ride space at Exit 24, the
Oldwick/Whitehouse exit from Rt. 78. Owner-
ship also includes pride in what we do and
what is ours as a community. Many still have
that sense of ownership with St. John’s but
newer people do not always have that same
involvement. This sense of ownership is the
alternate to the original meaning of the word.
That is why the one and the same word is the
opposite of each other.

The nuns in grammar school used to tell us
not to throw paper wrappers, etc. on the
ground. Not only was it wrong but “Would you
want your father to have to pick up after
someone else?” A sense or feeling of owner-
ship is a great asset to any community or
business. “Treat other people’s things the way
you would treat your own.” Boy, those old
adages stick in your mind!

the same orange juice. Some of them really liked it. | am glad that it was not Jimmy
Jones’ cool aid. On a visit during that summer Father Reilly took me to visit his
family in Pittsfield Massachusetts. He had three other brothers who were priests;
two of them were a set of twins. We stayed at their summer cabin. To my surprise
at breakfast they poured liquor in their coffee. Now | grew up with a father that liked
to drink but | had never see people drinking at that hour of the morning. In reaction
to my father’s drinking | did not drink much and was flabbergasted at this experi-
ence. All of these things prepared me for the days in THE YEAR OF A PRIEST.

LENTEN BIBLE GROUP

Lent starts on February 17. Come and join our Lenten five week bible study.
Email or call Dr. Fay at rosefay@ccsjn.org or 832-2162 to register your interest.
The time and day of the week will be determined by the participants.

LENTEN PREPARATION

Lent starts on Wednesday, February 17. Dr. Rose Fay is offering a LENTEN BI-
BLE STUDY. If there is interest in other forms of Lenten Gatherings we will ar-
range them. Marilyn Wickel is willing to do something. | am sure that Dr. Nick
Viggiano would be willing do what he offered last year. | have a series of 15 min-
ute DVD'’s that lead to discussion. If you have any interest please let us know now
so that we can arrange for them to take place.
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2009 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Because We Are Church

Our goal is to have 100% participation in the 2009 Bishop's Annual
Appeal. Please prayerfully consider supporting the Annual Appeal
with a pledge or one-time gift as your means allow. Your support is
greatly appreciated. To date our parish has received $32,220.00
in pledges/gifts to the 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal from 140
families toward our goal of $34,600. 93.1% to goal.

BIBLE STUDY FOR MATURING CATHOLICS
Wednesdays, January 27-March 17, 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m., Piscataway

The diocese is offering a newly-formed Bible study series for Maturing Catholics.
There are 8 eight sessions, covering the New Testament, stressing the Passion
Narratives. Cost is $5.00 per session. Call 732-562-1900 ext. 164 to register.

SAVE-THE-DATE

The 20" Annual Bread & Roses Ball will take place on Saturday, April 17, 2010
at the Bridgewater Marriott in Bridgewater, NJ. The proceeds benefit Catholic
Charities, Diocese of Metuchen in Hunterdon, Somerset and Warren Counties.

The event includes dinner, dancing, silent auction, live auction, 50/50 raffle and by
popular demand, Monte Carlo style gaming. For any questions or details on un-
derwriting and sponsorships or to order dinner tickets or raffle tickets, please call
732-562-2438 or email www.breadandroses10@diometuchen.org.
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SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.
320 families
39 Time & Talent Responses, 30 Treasure Responses,
10 Youth Responses

In today’s reading, St. Paul tells the Corinthians (and us) that all of our gifts are from
God and that they are given, not for ourselves alone, but for the common good. But the
generosity of God knows no limits — the miracle at Cana reminds us that whenever we
faithfully do as God asks, He can change our gifts of water into wine!

The basic theology is correct in the above statement but you will not be able to get that
from this week’s second reading alone. The reading speaks about the many gifts but all
from the one Spirit. The reading doesn’t speak about them being shared, yet that is
what is understood. This section from | Corinthians is about the variety and the unity of
gifts, not about sharing them.

So what is the purpose and variety of these gifts? They are to be shared indeed — but
this is not what this passage is saying. Gifts are given individually to be shared with the
entire community. This is contrary to our present cultural and financial view. In fact we
see that the present financial crisis is due to greed, to satisfy one’s individual coffers.
Maybe if gifts were seen to be shared or distributed equally we would not be in the pre-
sent conflict. There is also the overconsumption and waste of food and commodities
which leads us to this predicament. If we keep hoarding for ourselves, using up re-
sources and wasting our natural gifts we will find ourselves in the mode of scarcity.

The image of changing water into wine also does not fit for me. The story of Cana is the
further manifestation of the Epiphany mystery. How do we do this in our present day
and age? | think it is in good stewardship. It is in our sharing that we will see the mani-
festation of the mystery of the incarnation. We find God made flesh in our actions.
Blessings are to be shared. Whether it is the sharing of the mystery and blessing of
Christmas and Epiphany or in the practice of good stewardship — sharing our time, tal-
ent and treasure.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

For January 11, 2009 Weekly Averages
65 Weekly Donors.................. $1,837.00 December.......cccccvvvvnnnnnns $6,022.00
19 Monthly Donors.................. $2,190.00 November.........cccooeeeeeinins $5,771.00
LOOSE MONEY......evvvieiiieiiiennieenns $40.00 October.....oooveeeeeeiiiineene. $5,795.00
Total ..o $4,067.00.00 September.........cccceee...... $5,590.00
21 Direct Deposit.........ccceeeeennnn. $910.00 AUGUSE .o, $5,350.00
JUIY e $5,915.00
For January 10, 2010 JUNE.os $4,950.00
82 Weekly Donors.................. $2,439.00 MaY ..o, $5,474.00
23 Monthly Donors................. $3,345.00 APl $6,757.00
LOOSE MONEY ........voveeereeeereeereenne $72.00 March ... $6,133.00
TOtal e $5,856.00 February .......ccoccoeviinennn $6,165.00
19 Direct Deposit.........ccveeneee. $843.75 January.......cccccceeeeieienneenn. $5,940.00
Weekly Need ................... $7,034.00

Volunteer Schedules

Office Angels
Monday, 1/18 Office Closed
Tuesday, 1/19 P. Sullivan
Wednesday, 1/20 L. Gerristead
Thursday, 1/21 E. Vigilante

Grocery Cards
January 16 & 17

5:30 p.m. M. Stout

8:00 a.m. Help Needed

10:30 a.m. C. Zelesny
January 23 & 24

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti

8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn

10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane

Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 1/17 M. Buniva
Week of 1/24 C. Fortenbacker

Church Center Cleaning

January 22 Team A
January 27 Team B
Bulletin Transporters
January 22 A. Tagliareni
January 29 C. Carroll

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

Last March, we began sending profits
from cash card sales on the third
weekend of each month to St. Mary’s
parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If you
don’t use these cash cards but want to
contribute to St. Mary’s you may leave
a donation in the basket provided in
the Narthex. There is a picture of St.
Mary’s Church by the basket.

This is the third weekend of Janu-
ary. Profits from the sale of cash
cards this weekend will go to St.
Mary’s.
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

SHIP Server
Vitality Coffee Help

Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/
Auction

Souper Bowl of Caring

Help collect donations after Mass (February 6/7)

Present our gifts and serve the clients at Elijah’s Promise
Friday, 2/19 (5:30-7:30 p.m.)
Saturday, 3/6 (3:00—5:00 p.m.)

Questions? Call Annette Tagliareni: 908-832-2162
annettetag@ccsjn.org

Valentine Dinner Dance

Set-up (Wednesday, January 27, 6:30 p.m.)

Set-up (Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m.)

Clean-up (Saturday, January 30, 9:00 a.m.)

Set-up (Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m.)

Servers (Friday, January 29, 6:30 p.m.)

Kitchen cleaning crew (Friday, January 29, 7:30 p.m.)

Questions? Call Mary Connolly: 908-537-2032
mandmconnolly@gmail.com
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