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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,

NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,

FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and

STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is
a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual
journey of hope:

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.
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908-832-7168 fax
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398 County Road 513
(Church Center)

Saturday Vigil Mass........... 5:30 p.m.
SuNday ......cceeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeenn 8:00 a.m.
Sunday......ccceeeeeeiiiiiiineen. 10:30 a.m.

390 County Road 513
(Neumann Residence)

Tuesday .....cccceveeeeeeinvinnnnn, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday .......ccccceeeeviennnns 9:30 a.m.
Friday ....ccooevveeeeiiciiieeeeeee, 7:00 a.m.
Saturday......cccceeeeennee 4:45-5:15 p.m.




PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830
WWW.CCSjn.org

Office Center.......ccccvvvvvvnnns 908-832-2513
Church Center.........ccccuveeee. 908-832-6343
Social Ministry...........cc....... 908-832-2262
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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January 30 & 31

Tuesday, January 26

7:00 p.m. Edward Cavanaugh req.

Saturday 5:30 p.m. Gary & Claire Drzewiecki
(O0C]1<] o] r=1 0| SRR Fr. Mickiewicz
L O O e D. Geerinck Wednesday, January 27
ALAr SEIVET ..ottt F. Kennedy 9:30 a.m. People of the Parish
Ministers of the Eucharist............cccooeeiiiieiiie e, J. Simila, D. Simila, )
....................................................................... A. Sawczuk, D. Torczon, J. Gardner Friday, January 29
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. Mrs. Matisziw
(O0C]1<] o] r=1 0| SRR Fr. Mickiewicz Saturday, January 30
I =Tod (0] GO UPUPPUTTRRRPUPPPPPIN D. Rogers . : :
. . 5:30 p.m. Zaira Mazzoni req.

ARBE SEIVET .t e e e e e Stanski Family P ; Zzon! req

. : . Joann Gardner
Ministers of the Eucharist..........cccoeeveevveeennn. C. Behrens, M. MacKenzie, B. Gates

Sund J 31

Sunday 10:30 a.m. uncay, anuary
(07= [=10) r=1 11 SOV Fr. Mickiewicz 8:00 a.m. gzorge?rt():;rlmzng:mily
=T o (0] USRS G. Porto . . )
Altar Server ... oo Malone Family 10:30 a.m. Robert Greenfield

B. Martalus, R. Martalus,
............................................................................. W. Zelesny, C. Zelesny, E. Lacy

req. Catholic Community of
St. John Neumann

Sunday, January 24 — Catholic Education Collection

9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
9:00 a.m.  First Eucharist Parent Meeting (Valley View)
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, January 25 — Conversion of Paul

7:00 p.m.  Fundraising (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Children’s Liturgy Committee (Office Center)

Tuesday, January 26 —  Ss. Timothy & Titus

9:30a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m.  Connxions Ministry (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 27 — St. Angela Merici

9:30a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)

6:00 p.m.  Valentine’s Dinner Set Up (Church Center)
7:00 p.m.  Social Concerns Ministry (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Bell Choir (Church Center)

Thursday, January 28 — St. Thomas Aquinas

5:00 p.m.  Cleaning (Church Center)

6:00 p.m.  Valentine’s Dinner Set Up (Church Center)
7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)

7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, January 29 — St. Peter Thomas

7:00 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m.  Valentine's Dinner (Church Center)

Saturday, January 30 — St. David Galvan Bermudez

Sunday, January 31 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
9:00 a.m.  CPI Parent/Candidate Meeting (Valley View)
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Y

0
Monday, January 25

Bulletin
12:10 p.m.  Appointment (Away)
7:00 p.m. Fundraising (Office Center)

Tuesday, January 26

12:00 p.m.  Deanery Meeting (Whitehouse Station)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m.  Connxions Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, January 27

9:30 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m.  Social Concerns Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, January 28
Appointments (Away)
Friday, January 29

7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Valentine’'s Dinner Dance (Church Center)

Saturday, January 30
1:00 p.m. Communion Call (Away)




Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock

Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Gertrude Kaemmerer
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer

Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Alex Lacy
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Gary McVicker
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price

* +
Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda
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Jesus said to them, "Today this Scripture passage i
in your hearing."

s fulfilled

PROMISE FULFILLED

Jesus stood up in his hometown synagogue and read
aloud from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah a description of
the Messiah. He startled listeners by saying “Today this
prophecy is being fulfilled in your hearing!” This is sensa-
tional news handed on to us in the Gospel of Luke. Even
better is the news that the Messiah’s work is handed on to
all of us, parts of his body. In so many ways, we receive
the teaching handed on to us and hand it on, in turn, to
family members, neighbors, friends and strangers!

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. lllustration

© 2000 M. Erspamer. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD© 2000, OCP.
All rights reserved.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION COLLECTION
This Weekend

The second collection the weekend of January 23-24 is for the Foundation for
Catholic Education, a Diocesan endowment fund which was established in 1991.
Your generosity to the Foundation collection provides tuition assistance grants to
students in financial need in the Catholic elementary and high schools of the Dio-
cese of Metuchen. Without financial assistance, these students might not receive
the gift of a Catholic education. Please be as generous as your means allow.

Save the Date: Please join us on May 19, 2010 for the Students to Leaders Dinner
which also benefits the Foundation for Catholic Education. Watch the bulletin for
details.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

Since 1997 the universal Church celebrates World Day of Prayer for Consecrated
Life close to the feast of the Presentation of the Lord, February 2. This year the
Diocese will observe this event on Sunday, February 7 with evening prayer at 4:00
p.m. at Saint Francis Cathedral.

Remembered at Mass

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’'s death and resurrection.
The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Ed-
ward Cavanaugh — Carole Dimeck — Joseph MacDonald —
Jerry Benvenuto — Stephen G. Sweet — Basil D’Armien  to —
Vincent Capalbo — Rose Guastella — Mary Darienzo

Deceased: Vincent Capalbo , friend of the Malone family; Rose Guastella , wife
of Ana Giametta’'s coworker; Mary Darienzo , aunt of Richard Sepe. May they find
peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength
in the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends.
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DE — DECORATING THANKS

We had a great turnout for taking Christmas down and storing it for next year.
Thanks to Fred Heimall for coordinating the procedures. Thanks to Dan and An-

nette Uss, Rita Price, Laura and Joe Sharp, the Liv otis, Lyle Garcia, Jim
Simila, Laura and Ben Mullen, Carol Crescenti, the Griffins, the D’Avellas
Claire and Scott Jarvis, Linda and Anthony Rose, an d Kristin Heimall.

The feat of taking down the dry, prickly, gigantic trees was accomplished by Pete
and Mary Cangelosi, Alan Janks and Lou Livoti . Gratitude and acknowledgment
to all!

THE PASTOR SAYS THANKS

In case | don't get to individual thank yous or don’t know where the gift came from |
want to say thanks for all the Christmas and birthday cards and gifts that | re-
ceived. It is great to be remembered in such special ways. | really love the family
pictures on the cards. | hold you close to my heart and remember you at prayer. —
Fr. Bill

VITALITY COFFEES

Please note that the Vitality Coffees are being held under the direction of the new
CONNXIONS MINISTRY to promote socialization, getting to know new people and
the presentation of the various ministries at St. John’s. PLEASE DO NOT JUST
GRAB FOOD AND RUN. At least stay a few minutes and talk to someone or meet
someone you do not know. We want to get to know each other better and address
any questions personally that you may have.

MAINTENANCE PERSON NEEDED

With the resignation of Art Slinger we will be interviewing for a part-time mainte-
nance person. We hired someone to take care of the snow - plowing and shovel-
ing. There are various maintenance roles and the cutting of the grass. We are
appreciative of the years that Art was able to give us and we will miss the little
things that he did without being asked. His presence is a loss. We thank him.
Please contact the office for more information.

WHAT YOU DON'T WANT TO HEAR

If the Germinos didn’'t show up to help with the placement of the poinsettias on
Thursday at 10:00 a.m. the flowers would have been smack in the middle of the
church with some of them on the pews. | could not have done them by myself and
so | would have left them there. So does anyone have any possible solutions? My
first reaction is to forgo the flowers. They could have been placed at another time
and/or day. If the time is not convenient we have to know. Just email us. Remem-
ber we have a lot of visitors on Christmas and they feel entitled to a decorated
church. They are not there the rest of the year and so they don't help.

| do not wish to cause guilt or reflect on those who already have done and do so
much. | just need to adjust plans to do what you are willing to do. And don't tell me
to hire someone to do it. The funds are not there. Just reflect on what you would
have said if the poinsettias were in the center of the church?

The purpose of the 10-member parish
Pastoral Council is to investigate pas-
toral matters, to consider them thor-
oughly, and to propose practical con-
clusions.  Specifically, the Pastoral
Council’s purpose is to envision and
support pastoral planning by evaluat-
ing the suitability and effectiveness of
various programs and services.

The scope of the council includes all
the practical matter of parish life, ex-
cluding intrusion into the day-to-day
operations of individual ministries.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Monday, December 7, 2009

Reflection: 10 Signs of a Vibrant
Parish. The statement “Parishioners
recognize their parish mission” was
the topic. It was stated that the parish
mission statement is always in the
bulletin and should be recognized by
the parishioners. The possibility of
making a shorter statement that is
repeated throughout the year to reiter-
ate and highlight a portion of the state-
ment was discussed. Also the possi-
bility of updating the mission state-
ment was mentioned.

Committee Meeting:  There were no
committee presentations. Connxions
will be scheduled for January.

Old and Continuing Items of Busi-
ness:

New members of the council will write
a short statement of “What made
them decide to be on the Pastoral
Council” to be included in the Pastoral
Council brochure.

Vitality Coffees: will be discussed in
January

Continued on next page
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SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 28 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $3,478.00 with
$173.75 going to St. Mary’s. Stop af-
ter Mass on the weekends or come to
the Office Center during the week. It
costs you nothing and the Parish gains
5% on all gift cards. Thanks to the
volunteers who sell these cards after
Mass and all who use them to shop.

Pastoral Council, Cont.

Pastor’s Iltems of Business

Father Bill and a group of parish lead-
ers met to discuss how St. John’s is
doing in meeting the characteristics of
a Vibrant Parish. The characteristics of
spiritual life and formation will be ad-
dressed in future Pastoral Council
meetings.
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VALENTINE’'S DINNER DANCE
Friday, January 29, 7:00 p.m., Church Center

Come to the Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance to benefit our youth and Catholic Heart
Workcamp 2010. Family-style Italian menu, dessert buffet and music by the GB’s
— Mike Griffin’s 5 Piece Band. Call Jim Murray at 908-832-5273 if you would
like to attend.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE VALENTINE DINNER/
DANCE:

Set up: Wednesday, January 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Clean up: Saturday, January 30 at 9:00 a.m.
Servers: Friday, January 29 at 6:30 p.m.
Kitchen Cleaning Crew: Friday, January 29 at 7:30 p.m.
To volunteer, call the office know or contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or
mandmconnolly@gmail.com, or use the tear-out sheet in this bulletin.

GOODSEARCH.COM

We got our first check from goodsearch.com. They have sent us $24.65. Thanks to
all who use this search engine when looking up data. As someone said to me re-
cently, “Don’t goggle, Father, use goodsearch.” | do, | just don’t use the word,
thinking people would not know what it is. | will reform and have another New
Year's resolution.

SHIP'S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN

In December, members of The Catholic Community of S
gan serving the noon meal on the second Monday
commitment is from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m

Please call Anne Germino 908-343-1618 if you are in terested in participating
in this expanded ministry.  Come every month, a few times a year or once in
awhile. Whatever suits your schedule. As we accept this responsibility, we trust
that God will open the hearts of a sufficient number of people in the parish to serve
those who depend on this vital service.

t. John Neumann be-
of each month. The time

February 8

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, February 8 . We will need hot cas-
seroles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please
call Anne Germino at 439-9335.  All items must be at the Office Center by 10:00
a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues to grow
in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting involved but
figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist in this
monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry..




CRS AND HAITIAN RELIEF

Catholic Relief Service (CRS) has permanent
offices and ongoing projects in Haiti, which is the
poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.
Eighty percent of Haitians are Catholic. Almost
immediately following the earthquake, CRS be-
gan delivering lifesaving supplies, including food
and water, to desperate survivors. The supplies
were already in place in CRS' Port-au-Prince

warehouse.

"We are fortunate to have had water in our warehouse," says Karel Zelenka, coun-
try representative for CRS Haiti. "We also trucked in family food kits from Les
Cayes."

CRS has a staff of 313 on the ground, with more personnel arriving daily. CRS
Haiti's headquarters building was damaged but did not collapse. Until its structural
integrity is assured, aid workers are working and sleeping outside in tents or cars.
Additional food will arrive soon. "Fifteen hundred metric tons of wheat and oil will
arrive in port shortly,” says Schuyler Thorup, Regional Director for CRS Latin
America. "We will distribute it immediately."

In the neighboring Dominican Republic, CRS is preparing food packages to feed
50,000 people. The packages are five-gallon buckets loaded with ready-to-eat
foods that don’t need to be cooked. CRS is also readying water storage containers,
water purification tablets, hygiene kits, cookware and plastic sheeting in Haiti and
the Dominican Republic.

But we can't do this without your help. We are asking you to please support our
efforts to feed and shelter the earthquake victims in Haiti.

This humanitarian crisis will take a good deal of time and money to overcome and
set these people on a road to a better standard of living. You can aid in this effort
by making a donation in the basket located in the Narthex. Please remember both
the Haitian people and those working there to assist them in your prayers!

HAITI RELIEF FUND

Last weekend we collected $2,185.00 for Haiti Relief. There will be a basket in the
Narthex under the CRS poster if you wish to add to this fund this weekend. The
money is forwarded to the Diocese and then to the Catholic Relief Services. Peo-
ple who want to contribute directly may do so by mailing your donation to Catholic
Relief Services, 228 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Maryland 21201-3413 or contrib-
ute on line www.catholicrelief.org/ 888-277-7575.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house,
they are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 — web-
site www.rvhabitat.org

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!
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BAPTISM PROGRAM

The Baptism program here at St.
John’s employs individuals or couples
who minister to those seeking Baptism
for their child. The work currently in-
volves four program meetings a year
and hosting individual or multiple bap-
tisms following those programs during
Saturday or Sunday Mass.

We welcome Kenneth and Renate
Bernard to the Baptism Team here
at St. John’s.

BAPTISM TEAM

Chris & Maria Brynildsen - 832-9887
Paul & Joanne Fabiano - 832-5428
Kenneth & Renate Bernard - 973-953-
8567
Joseph & Lisa Stanski - 832-5502

RESPECT LIFE

“Since the right to health care is based
on the right to live, it is also clear that
what attacks life is not health care at
all, and not a legitimate goal of health
care reform.”

Richard Doerflinger, associate director
of USCCB's Pro-Life Directorate.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, March 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process,
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day
of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — March 12 at 7:15 pm. The
deadline for signing up to attend this program is F riday — February 19. For
more information or to beqin the process please call Rita at the parish office center
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST PARENT MEETING
Sunday, January 24, 9:00 a.m., Valley View

The parents of First Eucharist children will be meeting on Sunday, January 24 in
the Valley View cafeteria at 9:00 a.m. Parents will be doing an activity with their
child at the end of this meeting. All First Eucharist children, including Saturday
catechesis students will meet in the second grade classroom of Valley View, Rm.
12 at 9:00 a.m.

CPI PARENT/CANDIDATE MEETING
Sunday, January 31, 9:00 a.m., Valley View

This meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, January 31 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Valley View cafeteria. All Confirmation Preparation sixth grade students should
have at least one parent accompany them to this welcoming and introduction to
their confirmation preparation.
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MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION
Saturday, February 13, 6:30 p.m.

The Office of Catechesis is sponsoring a St. John’s Mardi Gras Party! on Saturday,
February 13 after the 5:30 p.m. Mass. Bring your favorite finger food or food that
can easily be eaten with a fork and get ready to party! There will be refreshments,
desserts, entertainment and activities such as “Decorate you own Mask” and a
scavenger hunt for the young and young at heart. Don’t miss this opportunity to
have fun with your parish family and help families in Haiti through the Catholic Re-
lief Services. All donations collected during the Mardi Gras will go to the Haitian
CRS Fund.
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“‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: The Body of Christ
“Christ’s presence among us joins us into one community.”

Scripture : In the synagogue, Jesus stood up to read and was handed a scroll of
the prophet Isaiah . . . and found the passage where it was writ-
ten: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor ... "

Luke 1: 1-4; 4: 14-21

Reflection:  When have you been inspired or learned more about yourself when
reading the Scriptures? Have you ever found words that you were
speaking and not know where they or the idea came from? What
words of scripture do you find yourself quoting?

Song: “Your Words Are Spirit and Life” #586

Story: The first great prophet

The eminent anthropologist Margaret Mead was once asked what she regarded as
the earliest sign of civilization. Was it an axe-blade, an arrowhead, a fishhook, or
something more sophisticated, such as a musical instrument or a ceramic bowl?

Her answered surprised her questioner: "A healed human femur."

Not something made by a human, but something human; not an artifact, but a part
of someone who once lived and walked this earth, who was hurt but healed.
Doctor Mead explained that where the law of the survival of the fittest reigns, a
broken leg means certain death - when you cannot make it on your own, you're
doomed. But a healed leg-bone is physical evidence that someone cared. Some-
one gathered food for that injured person until their leg was healed; someone
cared for them until they could once again care for themselves.

The first sign of civilization was compassion.

Whoever first set that bone and cared for that injured woman or man so the bone
could heal was the first great prophet of compassion. Jesus begins his own public
ministry of compassion by invoking the vision of the prophet Isaiah: "The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me, to bring glad tidings to the
poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the op-
pressed go free, to proclaim the Lord's favor." In the Father's Son, Isaiah's vision
of a world transformed and reconciled in God's peace and justice is fulfilled; in
God's Christ, God re-creates us and our world in the light of grace and the spirit of
compassion. In baptism, we take on the work of "fulfilling" Isaiah's vision of heal-
ing, justice and compassion in our own "civilizations."

Connections, January 2010

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
WEEKEND

February 6 & 7

MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the
Souper Bowl of Caring began with a
simple prayer from a single youth

group:

“Lord as we enjoy this Super Bowl
football game,

help us to be mindful of those with-
out even a bowl of soup to eat.”

Since that day, more than $60 million
has been raised for local charities
across the country through the Souper
Bowl of Caring. It has become a pow-
erful movement that is transforming
Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s
largest youth-led weekend of giving
and serving.

Be part of this movement that is shar-
ing God’s love with those in need.
Please give generously on Super Bowl
Weekend as you leave Mass. Our
youth will greet you in the Narthex to
collect your donations and can of
soup. Then on February 19 and
March 6, a group of students along
with parent chaperones will serve the
clients at Elijah’s Promise Soup
Kitchen in New Brunswick to present
our gifts.




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collec-
tion basket. Please remember the fol-
lowing in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air
Force

COMPANIONS

What a wonderful thing it must have been to receive a call from Jesus
to be one of his companions as he walked the earth. The account of
Jesus calling Matthew is brief, yet tells us much about Jesus. It tells us
about his healing, forgiveness and redemption. Matthew would have
said he was unworthy. The Jewish people certainly would have pro-
nounced him unclean and unworthy, yet Jesus calls him to learn and travel with
him on his journey. Forgiven he accepts the Lord’s call.
In order for us to be the welcoming parish that Jesus would have us be, we are
looking for a few more families or individuals to volunteer to serve as Companions.
We renamed this group from hospitality to companions to more accurately describe
in liturgical terms what this group would do in the Connxions Ministry.
Volunteer individuals or couples will “buddy” with new parishioners for one year;
inviting them to parish liturgical and social events as well as serving as a resource
for information. They will also be available for quarterly get-to-gethers where new
parishioners will meet and mingle with one another, as well as available staff and
pastoral council members.
When it comes to getting involved in Church, many of us go through life not know-
ing just where we fit or what our unique contribution might be in building the
Church and advancing Christ's Kingdom. There is no need to feel personally un-
worthy, none of us are, yet we are called like Matthew. Will you accept? We are in
need of four more individuals or couples.
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org.
The Connxions Ministry team meets once a month. If you can give of your
time and talent to work at bringing people together with each other and with
God, please volunteer to work in this rewarding min istry.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual's starting point.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.

9



THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST

EXODUS

One of the most important parts of this journey to
priesthood involved formation. Today formation has
become a word used more frequently in ordinary
parlance. Christian Formation is now being applied
to religious education and catechesis. It is a more
inclusive term and includes both formal and informal
formation. It is not just done in the classroom or just
for children. It is captured in the concept of whole
community catechesis and has been the idea be-
hind our Saturday workshops for at least fifteen
years. The term and idea received impetus from the
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) process.
In the past formation was usually pretty exclusively for those preparing to be
priests, religious men and women. Before one entered into religious life there was
a year of postulancy, novitiate and temporary vows before being fully professed.
This could take as many as several years. The postulancy and novitiate were in-
tense time in preparing for the spiritual life.
In the seminary life there was no separate year for this but was a part of every year
and every day. We were taught to mediate. | am afraid that the form of meditation
that | learned was nothing like the form of mediation that has come onto the Ameri-
can scene from the East. | credit the Beatles and their interest in Eastern medita-
tion for the popularization of this meditation that has grown so popular in the West.
Transcendental Mediation was the high point of this interest.
The priests that were part of my seminary training were called Sulpician Fathers
(Diocesan priests who came together in a society not a religious order.) They were
founded in France in 1642 at the Church of St. Sulpice in Paris, France by Father
Jean-Jacques Olier. Their method of meditation follows three steps. They are great
on the number three. First you prepared yourself with a confession of sins
(privately), asking for forgiveness, becoming aware of God’'s presence and then
asking for help and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The first step was adoration, the
second, Communion with Jesus and the third cooperation. As you can see there
was a lot of mental activity. Sometimes there was a priest to lead the meditation
and so there was talking and listening involved. When you did it yourself there was
usually a book to follow. Meditation was the first thing in the morning after morning
prayer. Needless to say the most challenging part of meditation was staying
awake. You also had to be alert to elbow the guy next to you when he began to
snore. He did the same for you. The worst was when your head bobbed back and
woke you up. One of the most memorable occasions was the morning at Mass.
Mass usually followed meditation. The blessing was that meditation took place in
the prayer hall and Mass was in the chapel. It gave you a few minutes to wake up
and step out for a breath of fresh air on the way to the chapel. This walk and fresh
air didn’t always wake you up sufficiently for Mass.
The books that we used for Mass which contained all the prayers and Gregorian
Chant that we needed for the celebration was found in a large book called the
Liber Usualis. It was all in Latin. They were big and heavy. One day one of the
seminarians in the choir loft was kneeling with his Liber in his hands over the rail-

Continued on next page
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PONDERING PAUSES

A practical example of ownership in
building our church resulted in involve-
ment. We see this as people take
pride in their parish and concern for
fellow parishioners. There is a certain
responsibility that accompanies this
ownership. The past two months fur-
ther illustrate the positive idea of own-
ership. The gathering of food and gifts
for the Thanksgiving and Christmas
food baskets and giving tree are at the
heart of this experience. It takes peo-
ple interested in reaching out as a
parish to accomplish all the activity of
shopping, gathering, wrapping, pack-
ing and delivering.

The decorating, cleaning, mailings,
practicing and giving of much time
springs from the sense that St. John’s
is our parish. It takes many people,
involved and sharing of their time with
a sense of ownership that makes St.
John's a place where “all are wel-
come” and are reaching out beyond
our boundaries.

We start with our Mission Statement.
We touch the foundation stones and
ideas of our origins just as we review
our country’s constitution. We get to
our roots; touch the vision and hopes
from the beginning. We may have to
interpret the dreams with the vision for
the present and future but they form a
continuum.

Let me use the two Councils that are
required by Canon Law for a parish.
Yes, they are consultative but they are
vital and important for the governance
of a parish.

Canon 536 — Par. 1 — After the dioce-
san bishop has listened to the presby-
terial council and if he judges it oppor-
tune, a pastoral council is to be es-
tablished in each parish; the pastor
presides over it, and through it the
Christian faithful along with those who
share in the pastoral care of the parish
in virtue of their office give their help in

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES, CONTINUED
pastoral activity. Par. 2 — This pastoral
council possesses a consultative vote
only and is governed by norms deter-
mined by the diocesan bishop.

Canon 537 — Each parish is to have a
finance council which is regulated by
universal law as well as by norms is-
sued by the diocesan bishop; in this
council the Christian faithful selected
according to the norms, aid the pastor
in the administration of parish goods
with due regard for the prescriptions of
Canon 532.

Canon 532 — The pastor represents
the parish in all juridic affairs in accord
with the norm of law; he is to see to it
that the goods of the parish are admin-
istered in accord with the norms of
Canons 1281 — 1288.

Ownership in canon law does not in-
clude the second definition that we
have been considering. It is truly about
law. Canon 1256 captures this con-
cept. “The right of ownership over
goods under the supreme authority of
the Roman Pontiff belongs to that ju-
ridic person which has lawfully ac-
quired them.” This sense of ownership
seems to be exclusive to the juridic
person, such as the bishop or the pas-
tor. However the above canons show
how this is to be interpreted and
shared. It involves *“the people of
God” (note in the Commentary of
Canon Law — “The second is a recog-
nition that rights long taken for granted
relative to clergy and religious are
shared in common with lay persons
and can therefore be considered part
of the common juridic condition of all
the Christian faithful. (introduced in the
documents of Vatican Il in specific
application to lay persons.) The appli-
cation of the juridic goes from the letter
of the law to the spirit of the law. In is
in this spirit that we see this more cur-
rent application of the meaning of
“ownership” as our commentary has
taken into consideration.

We will follow this discussion by apply-
ing these theories to the Pastoral and
Finance Councils prescribed by Canon
Law

|’ /

ing of the choir. He drifted into a moment of resting his eyes and dropped the Liber.
The book quickly fell to the floor and made a sound that not only woke everyone up
but also caused a few bricks in some pants.

My reflection of these past memories reminds me of all the mental activity. | don’t
know how much prayer or meditation really took place. It was indeed formational
but not necessarily in a life of prayer and meditation. | think that | have gotten more
from the Eastern style than from my training. Not that what | did didn’t have an ef-
fect. There was discipline, the challenge to stay awake and some great thoughts. |
find today that some of my best meditating is taking place after | see a film, am
reading a book or when | am moved by a song. Last week | saw THE SINGLE
MAN and UP IN THE AIR. These have kept me in a constant state of meditation
and even thinking and reflecting. For me real mediation is when you lose yourself
in something and return to awareness, changed and renewed — able to see the
divine in a new and challenging way.

Formation was a very important part of the process of understanding a day in the
YEAR OF THE PRIEST.

LENTEN BIBLE GROUP

Lent starts on February 17. Come and join our Lenten five week bible study sur-
veying the priesthood from Genesis to Christ and how this revelation applies to us
today. Email or call Dr. Fay at rosefay@ccsjn.org _ or 832-2162 to register your
interest. The time and day of the week will be determined by the participants.

THINK LENT —

WHAT ARE YOU PLANNING TO DO? LET US KNOW!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 24, 2010

Sunday: Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:12-14, 27/
Lk 1:1-4;14-21
Monday: Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22/Mk 16:15-18
Tuesday: 2Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: 2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: 2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29/Mk 4:21-25
Friday: 2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17/Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: 2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41
Next Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31---13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30

©Liturgical Publications Inc
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SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.
323 families
50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasure Responses,
11 Youth Responses

The U.S. bishops’ pastoral on stewardship reinforces today’s reading from | Corin-
thians: “Because its individual members do collectively make up the Body of Christ,
that body’s health and well-being are the responsibility of the members — the per-
sonal responsibility of each one of us. “We all are stewards of the Church.”

This weekend’s reading from | Corinthians is the missing piece of last week’s read-
ing and supplies the image of all working together in good stewardship. Last
week’s epistle reading did not have the piece, just the different gifts.

This reading always reminds me of the “Peanuts” comic strip with Snoopy trotting
along. The different parts of his body began to call out for attention. They all want
to be remembered as a part of the whole. Snoopy needs them all to function. It
also reminds me of the times when one illness follows another. All the parts of the
body need attention, for they all work for the good of the body and are affected
when all the parts are not pulling their weight.

Another recent image comes from a commercial for dog food. In the first scene the
little boy is pushing the wagon with his pup in the wagon. The next scene is the
boy in the wagon and the grown dog pushing. There are things that we cannot do
alone; they can only be done with others. “It takes a village.” It takes a parish.

This image of the body is a great way to communicate stewardship. Read the
prayer on the insert in today’s bulletin. The world is focused on Haiti. The situation
calls for masses of stewardship. Only in sharing can we alleviate the suffering, the
pain, the loss.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

For January 18, 2009 Weekly Averages
79 Weekly Donors.................. $2,243.50 December........ccccocvveennee. $6,022.00
20 Monthly Donors.................. $4,005.00 November.........cccooeeeeeinins $5,771.00
LOOSE MONEY......evvvieiiieiiiennieenns $67.00 October.....oooveeeeeeiiiineene. $5,795.00
Total oo $6,315.50 September.........cccceee...... $5,590.00
21 Direct Deposit.........cccceeeeennn. $910.00 AUGUSE .o, $5,350.00
JUIY e $5,915.00
For January 17, 2010 JUNE.os $4,950.00
76 Weekly Donors.................. $2,011.00 MaY ..o, $5,474.00
26 Monthly Donors................. $2,440.00 APl $6,757.00
LOOSE MONEY ........voveeereeeereeereenne $54.00 March ... $6,133.00
TOtal e $4,505.00 February .......ccoccoeviinennn $6,165.00
Special Collection (Haiti) ..... $2,185.00 January.........cccoeeieiiiinnnen. $5,940.00
19 Direct Deposit........c..cceeuveeee. $843.75 Weekly Need ................... $7,034.00

Volunteer Schedules

Office Angels
Monday, 1/25 P. Sullivan
Tuesday, 1/26 Angel Needed
Wednesday, 1/27  D. Zigmantanis
Thursday, 1/28 Angel Needed

Grocery Cards
January 23 & 24

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti

8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn

10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane
January 30 & 31

5:30 p.m. D. Hingos

8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski

10:30 a.m. M. Vincenzi

Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 1/24 C. Fortenbacker
Week of 1/31 L. Feller

Church Center Cleaning
January 27 Team B
February 5 Team C

Bulletin Transporters
January 29 C. Carroll
February 5 L. & H. Patterson

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

Last March, we began sending profits
from cash card sales on the third
weekend of each month to St. Mary’s
parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If you
don’t use these cash cards but want to
contribute to St. Mary’s you may leave
a donation in the basket provided in
the Narthex. There is a picture of St.
Mary’s Church by the basket.

Last weekend’s cash card profits of
$173.75 will go to St. Mary's.
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

Souper Bowl of Caring

Help collect donations after Mass (February 6/7)

Present our gifts and serve the clients at Elijah’s Promise
Friday, 2/19 (5:30-7:30 p.m.)
Saturday, 3/6 (3:00—5:00 p.m.)

Questions? Call Annette Tagliareni: 908-832-2162
annettetag@ccsjn.org

Valentine Dinner Dance

Set-up (Wednesday, January 27, 6:30 p.m.)

Set-up (Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m.)

Clean-up (Saturday, January 30, 9:00 a.m.)

Set-up (Thursday, January 28, 6:30 p.m.)

Servers (Friday, January 29, 6:30 p.m.)

Kitchen cleaning crew (Friday, January 29, 7:30 p.m.)

Questions? Call Mary Connolly: 908-537-2032
mandmconnolly@gmail.com

Mardi Gras Celebration

I'll be coming, count me in:

NAME Total # attending

I would like to help:

NAME
Help coordinate Mardi Gras
Set-up (Saturday, February 13, 3:00 p.m.)
Kitchen help (Saturday, February 13, 4:00 p.m.)
Help run an activity during Mardi Gras
Clean up (Saturday, February 13, 9:00 p.m.)
Kitchen cleaning crew (Friday, January 29, 7:30 p.m.)

Best way to contact me:

Questions? Call Rpse Fay: 908-832-
rosefay@ccsjn.org
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