" # 1$1"%%$% &"

January 31, 2010 Volume 28, Number 5

Diocese of Metuchen
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski,
Bishop
Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, retired
Bishop
www.diometuchen.org

Trustees:
Mary Connolly
Lyle Garcia

Rev. J William Mickiewicz...... Pastor
Thomas J. Gilheany.Retired Deacon
Earl Roberts........ Pastoral Assistant,
Connxions and Social Ministry

Dr. Rose Fay....... Pastoral Assistant,
Formation

PO Box 455
Califon, NJ 07830

398 County Route 513
Califon, NJ
908-832-2513
908-832-7168 fax
WWW.CCSjn.org

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
398 County Road 513
FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, (Church Center)

NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian

Communities, gﬁ'ﬁludrgiy Vigil Mass........... 288 gm
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and Sunday......ccceeeeeeiiiiiiineen. 10:30 a.m.

STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is
a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual

390 County Road 513
(Neumann Residence)

journey of hope: Tuesday ........ccceevererererenenns 7:00 p.m.
. Wednesday .......ccccceeeeviennnns 9:30 a.m.
TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith FHAAY rvvvooeveeeeeeeeeereeenenees 7:00 a.m.

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE |n OpenneSS, acceptance and |0V€ Saturday .................... 4:45-5:15 p.m.




PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830
WWW.CCSjn.org

Office Center.......ccccvvvvvvnnns 908-832-2513
Church Center.........ccccuveeee. 908-832-6343
Social Ministry...........cc....... 908-832-2262
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162
ConNNXiONS ....ceeeveeviiiieeeeenes 908-832-2262
FaXx..ooooooo 908-832-7618
Sharon Janks........ Pastoral Administrator
Rita Price ......cccccevvuunns Parish Secretary
Kristin Gemma......... Bulletin Coordinator

Maureen Stout ..... Financial Administrator
Annette Tagliareni.... Office of Catechesis

#

" # "N H
$ %
& .
!
¢ )
$% &

About Our Parish........................ 1
Adult Formation.........ccccceeovvviiiieieeeeenns 8
CONNXIONS ....cvviiiiiie e
Deceased....................
Diocesan News
Christian Formation (Catechesis).......... 7
Fundraising ..........coccoveeeiieeiinniiiiiieeeeee 5
Mass INtentions.........cccceeeeeevciiieneeeeenns 2
Mass Schedule .........ccccceeeiviiiiiiiieneen, 2
Military Personnel............ccoccieeneenne. 10
Parish Calendar ...................ccoeeeee. 2
Parish News..........ccccvvvvveeieeiiiiiiieeeee

Pastor’'s Schedule
Pastoral Council.........ccccoeevvvviiiieeieennnnn,

Remember In Your Prayers ................. 3
Sacrament Preparation ..............cccceee.... 5
Social MiNIStry ..o 6
Stewardship ......ccccccovvvviiieiie e, 11
Stewardship Opportunities.................. 13
Volunteer Schedules...........ccccccvvnnenne 11

Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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February 6 & 7 Tuesday, February 2
Saturday Baptism—Medgaarden 5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. - People of the Parish
CRIBDIANE. ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e e ee et et eeerees Fr. Mickiewicz Wednesday, February 3
LB CIOT E. Roberts 9:30 am. Gary Wolf reg. Vigilante
AILAE SEIVET ...ttt e e e neeeas Germino Family Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.............cccooeeeeeeieieeeeeee. M. MacKenzie, C. Drzewiecki, )
.......................................................................... D. Kelemen, D. Lance, J. Gardner Friday, February 5
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen & Family
Celebrant.............c Fr. Mickiewicz Saturday, February 6
LB CHOF e A. P'eChOWS_k' 5:30 p.m. Daniel Conicelli req.
AITBI SEIVET ..ot Rogers Family Connolly Family
Ministers of the EUChAriSt..........covvveieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen S. Janks, J. Sima, D. Sima
Sunday 1030 am Sunday, February 7

i 8:00 a.m. Linnea Janks
CEeleBrant.........ovii i Fr. Mick
L;)Ci)orran ' :g SZ‘S;; req. Mike & Patti Sullivan
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" ' - 10:30 a.m. Joseph Ford
Altar Server ''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' Zelesny Famlly req CathO“C Communlty Of
Ministers of the Eucharist..........ccccoviiiiieiiicec e, A. Giametta, C. Carroll, St ﬁohn Neumann’s Parish
................................................................... L. Gerristead, B. Gerristead, R. Wickel e
Council
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Sunday, January 31 — Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
9:00 a.m.  CPI Parent/Candidate Meeting (Valley View)
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, February 1 — BI. Marie & Renee Grillard

Tuesday, February 2 — Presentation of the Lord

9:30 a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Wednesday, February 3 — St. Blaise, St. Ansgar
9:30 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board (Office

Center)
Thursday, February 4 — St. Lawrence of Spoleto

7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 5 — St. Agatha

7:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)
Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, February 6 — St. Paul Miki & Companions

3:30 p.m.  First Eucharist Session | (Church Center)
5:30 p.m. Baptism—Medgaarden (Church Center)
Sunday, February 7 — Yellow Brick Road/Souper Bowl of

Caring

Monday, February 1

Bulletin
1:00 p.m. Mass (Prison)
Tuesday, February 2
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Wednesday, February 3

9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)
Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting
(Office Center)

Thursday, February 4
Appointments (Away)
Friday, February 5
7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Saturday, February 6

1:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Communion Call (Away)
Baptism (Church Center)
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Remember in Your Prayers
Irene Adams Rosemary Kimbal
Eleanor Angeline Mary Kirchner
Joe Angeline Spencer Kydd
Pat Arat Alex Lacy

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock

Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Gertrude Kaemmerer
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer

Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price

* +
Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda
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He said to them, "Surely you will quote me this pro  verb,
'Physician, cure yourself,' and say, 'Do hereinyo  ur native
place the things that we heard were done in Caperna  um.™

GOD'S CHALLENGE

The Lord stiffens the courage of Jeremiah by calling him to
prophesy, to be a wall of bronze and a pillar of iron. Jesus chal-
lenged his hometown folk to respond to his work, but they
chased him away. God’'s overwhelming love is a strong chal-
lenge for people. They are called to overcome obstacles, put
away childish things and seek perfection in things that last: faith,
hope and—the greatest—love. Today the Lord challenges us to
respond by following him.

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. lllustration© 2000 M.

Erspamer. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved.

FEAST OF ST. BLAISE
February 3 — Mass at 9:30 a.m.

We will bless throats on the feast after the 9:30 a.m. Mass in the Neumann
Residence Chapel.

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD OF OUR MORTGAGE
Next Weekend

Next weekend is the first weekend of February and is thus our monthly Yellow
Brick Road Collection for the paving of our mortgage. Last month 112 families
contributed and we received $4,370.00 towards the p  ayment of our monthly
$4,707.00 mortgage . Fundraising makes up the remainder. Thanks for your in-
volvement to meet this indebtedness. Your recent statement from the parish will list
your donations for this in the past year.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR CONSECRATED LIFE

This year the Diocese will observe this event on Sunday, February 7 with evening
prayer at 4:00 p.m. at Saint Francis Cathedral.

Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated January 31 - February 6, 2010. The
theme is “Catholic Schools - Dividends for Life."

Remembered at Mass
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and resurrection.

The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Carole

Dimeck — Joseph MacDonald — Jerry Benvenuto — Steph  en G.

Sweet — Basil D’Armiento — Vincent Capalbo — Rose G uastella
— Mary Darienzo — George Callahan — Gary McVicker —  Bernard Faulkner

Deceased: George Callahan , friend of Fred Pfeufer; Gary McVicker , husband of
Cathy McVicker; Bernard Faulkner , brother of Pat Arat. May they find peace and
comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength in the Lord
and comfort and support from family and friends.
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MAINTENANCE PERSON NEEDED

With the resignation of Art Slinger we will be interviewing for a part-time mainte-
nance person. We hired someone to take care of the snow - plowing and shovel-
ing. There are various maintenance roles and the cutting of the grass. We are
appreciative of the years that Art was able to give us and we will miss the little
things that he did without being asked. His presence is a loss. We thank him.
Please contact the office for more information.

HAITI RELIEF FUND

To date, we collected $2,185.00 for Haiti Relief. There will be a basket in the Nar-
thex under the CRS poster if you wish to add to this fund this weekend. The money
is forwarded to the Diocese and then to the Catholic Relief Services. People who
want to contribute directly may do so by mailing your donation to Catholic Relief
Services, 228 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Maryland 21201-3413 or contribute on
line www.catholicrelief.org/ 888-277-7575.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SCHOOL, SOMERVILLE
OPEN HOUSE

Teaching the Catholic faith is the central mission of Immaculate Conception
School, a parish grammar school serving students in grades Pre-K (age 4) through
8. ICS provides a Christ-centered education that fosters creativity and responsibil-
ity and encourages students to be the very best they can be. We offer full-day Pre-
K and Kindergarten classes, a challenging core curriculum that is consistent with
the requirements prescribed by the State of New Jersey and a wide range of extra-
curricular activities.
If you are interested in learning more about our parish school, we invite you visit on
either of the following dates:

Sunday, January 31 — Join us as we kick-off Catholic Schools Week at 10:30
Mass in IC Church. Tours will be given following Mass until 1:00 pm

Tuesday, February 2 — Open House and Tours from 9:00 am until 11:00 am
Come tour our school, meet our students and parents, and learn how an Immacu-
late Conception School education can provide your child with “Dividends for Life.”
Immaculate Conception School is located at 41 Mountain Avenue in Somerville. If
you have any questions, you may call the school at 908-725-6516 or visit our
website: www.icsschool.org

TEWKSBURY TOWNSHIP 2010-11 KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION

2010-2011 kindergarten registration will take place the week of February 1 through
5, 2010. Parents/Guardians will register in the school office between 9:15 a.m.
and 4:15 p.m.. Please see our website at www.tewksburyschools.org for
more information or call Mrs. Callahan at 908-832-2 594 x2001.

The purpose of the 10-member parish
Pastoral Council is to investigate pas-
toral matters, to consider them thor-
oughly, and to propose practical con-
clusions.  Specifically, the Pastoral
Council’s purpose is to envision and
support pastoral planning by evaluat-
ing the suitability and effectiveness of
various programs and services.

The scope of the council includes all
the practical matter of parish life, ex-
cluding intrusion into the day-to-day
operations of individual ministries.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Monday, January 11, 2010

Reflection:

10 Signs of a Vibrant Parish. The
statement “Collegial leadership is
practiced” was the topic. It was dis-
cussed that the good response to the
parish directory demonstrated interac-
tion between leaders and the parish-
ioners. Other interactions are: Town
Meetings, Vitality Coffees, and annual
picnic.

Committee Meeting:

Earl Roberts from Connxions was
present and updated the council on
this committee. Information on num-
bers of new parishioners in the past 6
years was presented.

The Vitality Coffees are opportunities
for people to gather and opportunities
for each committee to share informa-
tion about what they do. The January
coffee will be hosted by Religious
Education. Pastoral Council may host
the March coffee.

Companion volunteers (to be compan-
ions for new parishioners for their first
year) will be matched up with all 12
new (2009) parish families by the mid-
dle of January. More volunteers are
still needed.

Continued on next page




Pastoral Council, Cont.

Old and Continuing Items of Busi-
ness:

The brochure for Pastoral Council will
be updated along with the bulletin
board in the Narthex and Council infor-
mation on the website.

There was a discussion on the long
term vision for the parish and incorpo-
rating the theme of “All Are Welcome
Here”.

Property Management Committee will
be represented at the February 20
meeting.

New Items of Business:
A subcommittee was formed to review
the 5 year plan..

Next Meeting: Saturday, February

20, 8:30 a.m.
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SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 15 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $1,575.00 with
$78.75 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week. It
costs you nothing and the Parish gains
5% on all gift cards. Thanks to the
volunteers who sell these cards after
Mass and all who use them to shop.
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, March 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process,
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day
of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — March 12 at 7:15 pm. The
deadline for signing up to attend this program is F riday — February 19. For
more information or to beqin the process please call Rita at the parish office center
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

CPI PARENT/CANDIDATE MEETING
Sunday, January 31, 9:00 a.m., Valley View

This meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday, January 31 at 9:00 a.m. in the
Valley View cafeteria. All Confirmation Preparation sixth grade students should
have at least one parent accompany them to this welcoming and introduction to
their confirmation preparation.

GOODSEARCH.COM

We got our first check from goodsearch.com. They have sent us $24.65. Thanks to
all who use this search engine when looking up data. As someone said to me re-
cently, “Don’t goggle, Father, use goodsearch.” | do, | just don’t use the word,
thinking people would not know what it is. | will reform and have another New
Year's resolution.

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES

The Stewardship Committee would like to thank everyone who helped make the
Ten Thousand Villages Sale a success. We thank those who set up, sold mer-
chandise after Mass, packed up left-over items to be returned and all those who
made a purchase or purchases. We sold $2,301.50 worth of merchandise which
allows the artisans to make a living wage to support their families and in some
cases giving them the opportunity to send their children to school. St. John's is
able to keep 10% of the sales to help those in need locally. Once again THANK
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AN INSTRUMENT OF GOD'S LOVE

“Thank you so much, Christmas was a Blessing!” and “Our sincere thanks. It is
nice to know that someone is thinking of us and cares.” Can you think of a better
way to celebrate the birth of our Lord than to be the instrument through which God
bestows a “blessing” and “care”?

These were just two of the comments that we have received from the many people
we provided food and gifts to during the Christmas season. There are some pic-
tures from Freedom House and Family Afterward as well as a signed letter from
the folks at Anderson House displayed in the Narthex. Notes of thanks continue to
come in from many individuals.

Had it not been for those who contributed to the Christmas Giving Tree and Food
Distribution programs some children would not have had anything under their
Christmas Tree, or much by way of a holiday dinner.

SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN

In December, members of The Catholic Community of S t. John Neumann be-
gan serving the noon meal on the second Monday of each month. The time
commitment is from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m

Please call Anne Germino 908-343-1618 if you are in terested in participating
in this expanded ministry.  Come every month, a few times a year or once in
awhile. Whatever suits your schedule. As we accept this responsibility, we trust
that God will open the hearts of a sufficient number of people in the parish to serve
those who depend on this vital service.

February 8

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, February 8 . We will need hot cas-
seroles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please
call Anne Germino at 439-9335.  All items must be at the Office Center by 10:00
a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues to grow
in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting involved but
figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist in this
monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry..

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, February 18, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.  H.

Nursing home residents are usually senior citizens who are fragile. Most have wrin-
kled faces, sometimes are wheelchair-bound and generally need special care.
They are a group of people who have lost their attractiveness in the eyes of soci-
ety, and so many are lonely. This is why in Christian charity we visit nursing
homes. Can you help to light up a life?

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday,
February 18 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Please consider joining us and spending
some time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits. Children are
always welcome!! If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like
more information, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7  548.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING
WEEKEND

February 6 & 7

MORE THAN 20 YEARS AGO, the

Souper Bowl of Caring began with a

simple prayer from a single youth

group:

“Lord as we enjoy this Super Bowl
football game,

help us to be mindful of those with-
out even a bowl of soup to eat.”

Be part of this movement that is shar-
ing God's love with those in need.
Please give generously on Super Bowl
Weekend as you leave Mass. Our
youth will greet you in the Narthex to
collect your donations and can of
soup. Then on February 19 and
March 6, a group of students along
with parent chaperones will serve the
clients at Elijah’s Promise Soup
Kitchen in New Brunswick to present
our gifts.

MARDI GRAS
CELEBRATION

Saturday, February 13, 6:30 p.m.

The Office of Catechesis is sponsoring
a St. John’s Mardi Gras Party! on Sat-
urday, February 13 after the 5:30 p.m.
Mass. Bring your favorite finger food
or food that can easily be eaten with a
fork and get ready to party! There will
be refreshments, desserts, entertain-
ment and activities as “Decorate you
own Mask” and a scavenger hunt for
the young and young at heart. Don't
miss this opportunity to have fun with
your parish family and help families in
Haiti through the Catholic Relief Ser-
vices. All donations collected during
the Mardi Gras will go to the Haitian
CRS Fund. Please let us know you are
coming. Use the Stewardship Oppor-
tunities form in the bulletin, call Dr.
Rose at 832-2162 or sign up on our
website. Last minute walk-ins are wel-
come.
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‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: Jesus the Teacher
“Encouraged by Jesus’ example, we can reach out to others.”
Scripture : Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote me the proverb,
'Physician, cure yourself,' and say, 'Do here in your native place the
things we have heard were done in Capernaum . . ."
"Amen, | say to you, no prophet is accepted in his own native place..."
Luke 4: 21-30
Reflection:  What are your experiences of rejection? Have you ever been rejected
by people in your own family? Have you ever been stunned by other
people’s statements? How have you reacted?
Song: “O God, You Search Me” #436
Story: Skating lessons

His six-year-old son had been invited to a number of birthday ice-skating parties where
he was the only one who couldn't skate. His dad couldn't skate either, so the boy had
to depend on other parents to pull and push him around the ice. His athletically-
challenged father feared that he had passed down to his son the DNA for blinking when
the ball was thrown toward the bat, for hanging back at pickup basketball games, for
falling down on the ice. At least his son was spared from the taunts he had endured
when he was six.
So Dad decided to get his son ice-skating lessons. The boy agreed to the Saturday
morning lessons stoically if not enthusiastically. The first lessons did not go well; the
boy struggled to make some progress, but there was little pleasure or sense of fun. So
Dad asked if it would help if he took lessons, too. "That would be great, Dad!"
After some procrastinating, Dad finally managed to put aside his own fear of breaking
his neck and embarrassing himself in front of an ice-rink full of children. He laced up a
pair of skates and joined his son on the ice. At first, it was all he could do to keep him-
self from falling, but within a few weeks he was making his way around the rink. He
didn't look particularly smooth and he could feel the heat rise in his face with every turn
toward the bleachers, but he managed to stay on his feet and he didn't humiliate him-
self.
Both father and son kept at it. Soon his son was actually smiling - he loved that he was
further along than his dad. The six-year-old was never going to be Bobby Orr, but that
was OK. He was able to hold his own and no longer hung back when kids invited him
to skate or play.
And that was fine with Dad.
[From "Skating lessons" by Larry Lindner, The Boston Sunday Globe Magazine, No-
vember 29, 2009.]
God comes to us in all kinds of "prophets” who call forth from us compassion, generos-
ity, consolation, and peace. God raises up parents and teachers, preachers and minis-
ters, to help us realize our own call to be prophets of God's love and forgiveness, to
embrace God's grace enabling us to transform our own Nazareths into God's dwelling
places. More often than not, the "prophets" we do not accept are ourselves: we are too
fearful, too intimidated, too self-absorbed to realize the responsibility of our baptisms to
be teachers, reconcilers and healers in God's compassion. In the spirit of Jesus, let us
put aside our fear of falling down on the ice and be willing to risk ridicule and embar-
rassment to help one another stand tall in the light of God's love.

Connections, January 2010



THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST

EXODUS

The most challenging and life changing experiences
of my seminary career happened in First Philoso-
phy. Now remember that | came from a small town,
isolated in many ways since we did not travel. TV
came into our house in the early 50’s and | went to
the seminary in 1954. In the seminary there was no
watching of TV. We didn’t even get the whole news-
paper, only the sports page and some other parts
that were not dangerous. At home we got the Daily
Home News. In the seminary that was seen as
trash or a forerunner to the National Inquirer. The
NY Times was the only good newspaper or at least the Baltimore Sun.
| was naive, trusting and truly formed by the Catholic Christian mythos. My whole
life was built around my faith. Prayer, especially or almost exclusively, was petition.
My thought patterns were simple even though | questioned and observed well. |
once observed to my mother as she was ironing clothes that we would never have
that moment again. That leads to philosophical thinking and serves the basis of
theology.
For the first two years of college which were mostly an extension of high school, |
remained in that naive simplicity. The spiritual exercises helped to keep this in
place. | did what | was told and felt this would serve me well. | was that kind of little
boy that every mother wanted. | did not get into trouble, smoke, drink or take
drugs. | am not even sure if drugs were available in my day, except for aspirin.
In first Philosophy we had a course called the Philosophy of Education; we were
Philosophy majors with a minor in education. The professor was Father Eugene
Walsh, S.S. He was a good teacher and what was more he challenged me without
ever knowing what effect he had on me. | was not only being challenged educa-
tionally, | was challenged in my whole world view, and you might say my unstated
philosophy of life. His class was the last class in the morning. After class we had
time to take our books back to our rooms before we went to Particular Examen, an
exercise in looking at our lives. We had not meditated since early in the morning
when we had a rough time in staying awake.
| felt so upset after each of those classes that | would go to my room and cry. |
found all he was saying overwhelming even if | thirsted for what he said. | just did-
n’t think that | could accomplish this. | even felt it would be best just to throw myself
down the stairwell. | would never commit suicide so you can imagine what these
thoughts did to me and how challenging he was. Of course it was the invitation to
leave my safe, secure, naive background and grow. | was invited to come out of
Plato’s cave of shadows and see the light of day. This did not come easily. | did not
want to leave what | knew and where | was comfortable but | realized it did not
supply the answers to the questions that | was now having. It was the first day of
the rest of my life. | was growing mentally and beginning to ask questions that did
not have simple answers.
| even began to dream of what changes could be made and how life could be a
better place. | wanted to really get out and change the world. My vocation began to
be in real earnest. Realize however, that is the beginning of trouble. | began to

Continued on next page
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PONDERING PAUSES

OWNERSHIP is an important part of
being an active member of a parish, a
pastoral council and a finance council.
It is often said that when we own our
own business we put more time and
interest into our work. The whole fam-
ily makes it work. If we work by piece
instead of getting paid by the hour we
are more intent on the work we do.
When we are the artisan or creator of
a piece we want it to reflect who we
are. When we have some investment
we don't just produce something, we
want to make something of value.

This is a vital part of making some-
thing work. When we see the parish
as “my parish” or “our parish” we have
a whole different relationship than if
we do not belong. We may even fall
into the grip of competition which is
the spirit that is needed when you
want your team to win. This close
identity makes a difference. Of course
there is the added benefit or some-
times problem of being proud of what
is ours. There are always dangers and
temptations with all good things.

All of these values come into play in
this sense of ownership, if it is our
parish or our part in the pastoral coun-
cil. Someone who joins the Pastoral
Council must already have this spirit.
You don't join because you want to
make a name for yourself or earn big
bucks. There are no honors here. You
give more hours that you could spend
on yourself, like hours watching sports
or TV melodramas. There is really a
call to this kind of ownership and in-
volvement.

You connect with the founding spirit of
pastoral councils in general and in the
establishment of St. John’s Pastoral
Council. The founding mothers and
fathers of the pastoral council are like
the founders of the parish in the begin-

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES, CONTINUED
ning. The further you are from the ori-
gins the less appreciation you have.
The founding grandfather of a family
business remembers the hard days,
the struggles, the long hours. The
great grandson does not usually have
this same ownership. Sometimes the
successors resent what they have re-
ceived and even may become absen-
tee players. They need to learn anew.
We only appreciate what we own or
create; otherwise we fall into the nega-
tive danger of entitlement.

Once a person becomes a part of (and
not apart from) the pastoral council,
after discernment and decision, they
learn about its history and what the
present focus is — the Five year Plan,
the Mission Statement, the -current
focus and agenda. They come to
meetings and review what was said
when they cannot be there. They read
and add or change the minutes of the
meeting before they are published on
line and summarized in the bulletin.
They are visionaries for the parish.
Where are we headed, what do we
need to get there, what are our weak-
nesses, how to we address them, how
do we engage people. At the present
our focus is on Connxions ministry.
This change in the title of Evangeliza-
tion came about because we need to
reach out to new parishioners, those
who have dropped out, or have
stopped going to church. A sub com-
mittee was formed which then met with
the Evangelization team and people
who had previously been involved. A
report was made to the Council and
then handed on to the new Connxions
ministry.

Ownership is more than involvement.
When you give birth to something you
also have to nourish it (consult Erik
Erikson), you don’t abandon it. If it is
not your “baby” you may not have as
much continuing concern. Ownership
makes all the difference in the world.
From ownership we flow into collabo-
ration.

build a whole new philosophy of life and seek ways to make a difference. It also
became a new way of questioning and not being satisfied. Somewhat idealized |
would never be the same and THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST would never be the
same. | sometimes think it would have been better to stay where | was, as some
men did. | would have been safe. But that didn't happen. | am eternally grateful
even though it still is challenging. | thank God for Father Walsh.

LENTEN BIBLE GROUP

Lent starts on February 17. Come and join our Lenten five week bible study sur-
veying the priesthood from Genesis to Christ and how this revelation transforms
our lives. Email or call Dr. Fay at rosefay@ccsijn.org __ or 832-2162 to register

your interest. The time and day of the week will be determined by the participants.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 31, 2010

Sunday: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19/1 Cor 12:31---13:13 or 13:4-13/Lk 4:21-30
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Mk 5:1-20

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32

Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/MK 6:1-6

Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/Mk 6:7-13

Friday: Sir 47:2-11/Mk 6:14-29

Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Mk 6:30-34

Next Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11

©Liturgical Publications Inc
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2009 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Because We Are Church

The 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal continues. We need your support to

achieve our overall goal of $6.8 million. Your participation is critical if we

are to continue to meet the spiritual and physical needs of the people
we serve throughout the four counties of the Diocese of Metuchen. Thank you for
your prayerful consideration. To date our parish has received $32,870.00 in
pledges/gifts to the 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal fr om 143 families toward
our goal of $34,600. 95% to goal.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE

Deadline: March 31, 2010

Applications for financial aid through the Diocese of Metuchen Tuition Assistance
Program for the 2010-11 school year are no available at all diocesan elementary
and secondary schools. Completed applications must be received by Private
School Aid Service by no later than Wednesday, Marc  h 31, 2010.

To obtain an application form, please contact the principal or main office of the
school where the student is registering. A printable version of the form, both Eng-
lish and Spanish is also available on the diocesan web site.




COMPANIONS

What a wonderful thing it must have been to receive a call from Jesus
to be one of his companions as he walked the earth. The account of
Jesus calling Matthew is brief, yet tells us much about Jesus. It tells us
about his healing, forgiveness and redemption. Matthew would have
said he was unworthy. The Jewish people certainly would have pro-
nounced him unclean and unworthy, yet Jesus calls him to learn and travel with
him on his journey. Forgiven he accepts the Lord’s call.
In order for us to be the welcoming parish that Jesus would have us be, we are
looking for a few more families or individuals to volunteer to serve as Companions.
We renamed this group from hospitality to companions to more accurately describe
in liturgical terms what this group would do in the Connxions Ministry.
Volunteer individuals or couples will “buddy” with new parishioners for one year;
inviting them to parish liturgical and social events as well as serving as a resource
for information. They will also be available for quarterly get-to-gethers where new
parishioners will meet and mingle with one another, as well as available staff and
pastoral council members.
When it comes to getting involved in Church, many of us go through life not know-
ing just where we fit or what our unique contribution might be in building the
Church and advancing Christ's Kingdom. There is no need to feel personally un-
worthy, none of us are, yet we are called like Matthew. Will you accept? We are in
need of four more individuals or couples.
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org.
The Connxions Ministry team meets once a month. If you can give of your
time and talent to work at bringing people together with each other and with
God, please volunteer to work in this rewarding min istry.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual's starting point.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.
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MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the Office Center, 832-
2513, or drop the name into the collec-
tion basket. Please remember the fol-
lowing in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AOZ2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., U.S. Air

Force




- 1% 5

Volunteer Schedules

Office Angels
Monday, 2/1 Angel Needed
Tuesday, 2/2 C. Behrens
Wednesday, 2/3 S. Griffin
Thursday, 2/4 P. Anderson

Grocery Cards

January 30 & 31
5:30 p.m. D. Hingos
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski
10:30 a.m. M. Vincenzi
February 6 & 7
5:30 p.m. E. McCabe
8:00 a.m. V. Santoro
10:30 a.m. R. McShane

Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 1/31 L. Feller
Week of 2/7 M. Cangelosi

Church Center Cleaning
February 5 Team C
February 12 Team D

Bulletin Transporters
February 5 L. & H. Patterson
February 12 P. Dattler
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SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don’'t use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. There is a
picture of St. Mary’'s Church by the
basket.

In January, cash card profits of
$173.75 were collected for St
Mary’s.

SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.
323 families
50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasure Responses,
11 Youth Responses

“Jeremiah declares that the Lord knew him before he was born, and dedicated and
appointed him in his role as a prophet even before he drew breath. We, too, are
known and sent by the Lord. What deeds of love and service are mine to perform?”

The people could not accept the words of Jesus because they knew him and his
family. He was not able to be a good steward in their midst. Like the prophet
Jeremiah his words were not readily accepted especially by the townspeople.
Sharing our gifts and talents is not always easy. Not everyone wants to receive
what we have to offer in this category. There doesn’t seem to be that much diffi-
culty when we want to share our money. People don’t even ask how we got the
money — legitimately or by robbing or oppressing others.

We seldom think about the rejection of our gifts and talents or even our money.
How do we deal with the hurt, the ingratitude? Do we get angry and curse them?
Or do we pity them for not knowing what a great gift they are being offered. The
story is told of parents who finally were able to go and forgive the rapper and killer
of their daughter. When they went to the prison he did not accept their forgiveness.
A gift given needs to be accepted in order for it to be complete - to be a gift. Stew-
ardship also is the giving and receiving, it is the sharing that makes it complete. On
the other hand if the gift is hoarded and kept for oneself there is no gift, no giving,
no stewardship. The prophet receives the call, the word of God. Even when the
prophet knows the consequences of this gift he accepts them with the gift. The gift
however has to be shared no matter how hard that task is. Stewardship is not for
the faint of heart. It is not just giving away. It moves us to gratitude and also for the
receiver to “pass it on.”

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For January 25, 2009 Weekly Averages
99 Weekly Donors................... $2,752.50 December........................ $6,022.00
36 Monthly Donors.................. $4,358.00 November..........cccceevvvnnnn. $5,771.00
L1 Child..uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e, $5.00 (©]110] o 1] SUNUT $5,795.00
Loose MONEY .......ccccoocvvveeiininnns $120.00 September........cc.cceeunee... $5,590.00
0] = | N $7,235.50 AUGUSE ..o $5,350.00
67 Catholic Education .......... $1,171.00 JUIY o, $5,915.00
21 Direct Deposit ........ccceevvunnene. $910.00 JUNE oo $4,950.00

For January 24, 2010 May .o $5,474.00
92 Weekly Donors................... $2,438.00 APl $6,757.00
28 Monthly Donors.................. $4,836.00  March ..o, $6,133.00
LOOSE MONEY ....vovvvivereieereeiennns $38.00 February.......cccoveviiennn. $6,165.00
Total.veeeiiieeeece e $7,312.00 January .......ccccccceeeeeennnnnns $5,940.00
55 Catholic Education ............. $909.00 Weekly Need ................... $7,034.00
19 Direct DepOSit ........ccccveeneee. $843.75
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

Souper Bowl of Caring

Help collect donations after Mass (February 6/7)

Present our gifts and serve the clients at Elijah’s Promise
Friday, 2/19 (5:30-7:30 p.m.)
Saturday, 3/6 (3:00—5:00 p.m.)

Questions? Call Rose Fay: 908-832-2162
rosefay@ccsjn.org

Lenten Activities

Bible Study Group:
Suggested day/time:
Other Suggestions:

Questions? Call Rose Fay: 908-832-2162
rosefay@-ccsjn.org

Mardi Gras Celebration

I'll be coming, count me in:

NAME Total # attending

I would like to help:

NAME
Help coordinate Mardi Gras
Set-up (Saturday, February 13, 3:00 p.m.)
Kitchen help (Saturday, February 13, 4:00 p.m.)
Help run an activity during Mardi Gras
Clean up (Saturday, February 13, 9:00 p.m.)

Best way to contact me:

Questions? Call Rose Fay: 908-832-2162
rosefay@ccsjn.org
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