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a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual Wednesday....................9:30 a.m.
journey of hope: Friday ....c.ooooeveveeerereneenne. 7:00 a.m.

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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Tuesday, Feb 16
February 20 & 21 uesday, rebruary
- 7:00 p.m. Stephen G. Sweet req.
Saturday 5:30 p.m. Roger & Marie Malone
CelEBrant........eviie e Fr. Mickiewicz
Lector ... oo A. Sawczuk Wednesday, February 17
LT SOIVEY ..o ettt et e e e e e F. Kennedy 7:00 a.m. People of the Parish
Ministers of the EUChariSt..............ccocvcveeeieiereriieeenn, C. Drzewiecki, A. Sawczuk, 7:30 p.m.  Kirk Smith req.
.............................................................................. D. Simila, J. Simila, D. Kelemen Tim Barrow
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Friday, February 19
CleBrant.......c.oiiiiciii s Fr. Mickiewicz 7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen &
LECEOT <.ttt en e en e e J. Murray Family
Altar SeI’VGr ...................................................................................... StanSkI Famlly Satur'day7 February 20
Ministers of the EUChAriSt..........coovvieeieeeeieeeeeeeeeeen J. Sima, D. Sima, B. Gates o
5:30 p.m. Joseph Darginio req.
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Phil & Maureen Stout
Celebrant...........cooviiiiiii Fr. Mickiewicz Sunday, February 21
LB CEOT s P. Gagen .
F N TR T=1 A=) SO Malone Family 8:00am. Ann galafut Eamil
Ministers of the EUCNAIISt...............cccoeveeeeeeerecersereseeens C. Zelesny, B. Zelesny, _ req. Bennett Family
L. Gerristead, B. Gerristead, C. Carroll 10:30am. - Gerald Cassebaum req.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" : 1 1 Kirchner Family

Sunday, February 14 — CCHD/Church in Latin America/World Marriage

Day/President's Weekend/ St. Valentine's Day

10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)

Monday, February 15 — St. Decorosus/President’s Day

Office Center Closed

Tuesday, February 16 — Ss. Faustinus & Jovita

9:30 a.m. Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m. Property Management Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, February 17 — Ash Wednesday
No Meat — No Snacks

7:00 a.m. Mass & Ashes (Neumann Residence)
4:00 p.m.  Service & Ashes (Church Center)
7:30 p.m. Mass & Ashes (Church Center)

Thursday, February 18 — Ss. Leo & Paregorius

10:00 a.m. Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, February 19 — St. Odran
No Meat

7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

4:30 p.m. Elijah’s Promise Trip

5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)

7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross (Church Center)

Saturday, February 20 — Bl. Julia Rodzinska

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Pastoral Council (Office Center)
Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)

Sunday, February 21 — First Sunday of Lent/Catholic Spirit
Subscriptions/Food Pantry Weekend

9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
9:00 a.m.  Adult Formation (Valley View)
6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Y
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Sunday, February 14
5:00 p.m. Dinner Away

Monday, February 15
Office Closed

Tuesday, February 16

Bulletin
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:00 p.m.  Property Management Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, February 17
Ash Wednesday

7:00 a.am. Mass & Ashes (Neumann Residence)

10:00 a.m.  Appointment (Neumann Residence)
4:30 p.m.  Service & Ashes (Church Center)
7:30 p.m. Mass & Ashes (Church Center)

Thursday, February 18

10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Appointment (Away)
Appointment (Away)

Friday, February 19

7:00 aam. Mass (Neumann Residence)
1:00 p.m.  Meeting (Adm. Off.)
5:00 p.m. NYC

Saturday, February 20

1:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Communion Call (Away)
Dinner (Away)

Sunday, February 21

5:00 p.m.  Auction Dinner (Away)




Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock

Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin

Jerry Campbell
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Gertrude Kaemmerer
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer

Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price

* +
Albert Rayburn
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Phillip Sushko
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda

"Blessed are you who are poor,
for the kingdom of God is yours.”

BLESSED

Luke’s Gospel tells how Jesus spoke to a large number of
people who had gathered to be healed and to hear him.
Jesus expanded the meaning of the golden rule, illustrat-
ing with the “blesseds”—those goalposts of holiness. We
come closest to the reign of God by being poor or hungry
or by weeping. When we are hated or insulted on account
of the Son of Man, on that day can we rejoice and leap for
joy! Acting as God acts toward us opens us to great re-

ward through the Messiah, the Christ.
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. lllustration © 2000 S. Erspamer. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom,
STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved.

CCHD/CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA
This Weekend

For nearly 40 years, the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) has em-
bodied Catholic social teaching through pursuing justice and upholding the dignity of
the human person. CCHD funds community projects led by low-income individuals. As
more Americans feel the weight of the economic crisis, CCHD needs your support in
this week’s collection more than ever.

CATHOLIC SPIRIT SUBSCRIPTION DRIVE
Next Weekend

The annual subscription drive for our diocesan newspaper, The Catholic Spirit, is taking
place during the month of February, Catholic Press Month. The Catholic Spirit is now
beginning its 15 year of publishing and has a special role to play in your life as a prac-
ticing Catholic. We urge you to take advantage of this opportunity to subscribe by using
the envelope in your collection packet next weekend, or by calling The Catholic Spirit
directly: 732-562-2424.

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY

Twenty eight years ago, Worldwide Marriage Encounter began encouraging a celebra-
tion of marriage on the second Sunday of February. In 1983 it was designated World
Marriage Day as a day to honor the husband and wife as head of the family, the basic
unit of society. It salutes the beauty of their faithfulness, sacrifice and joy in daily mar-
ried life.

Remembered at Mass
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and resurrection. The

following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Stephen G. Sweet

— Basil D’Armiento — Vincent Capalbo — Rose Guastel la — Mary
Darienzo — George Callahan — Gary McVicker — Bernar d Faulkner — Rev. M.
Joseph Mokrzycki — Louis Capelli, Sr. — Alex Lacy — Remedio Arias

Deceased: Louis Capelli, Sr , friend of Wendy & Joe Maurizio; Alex Lacy , father of Jack
Lacy; Remedio Arias , friend of the Barbone family. May they find peace and comfort in the
embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and support
from family and friends.
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OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, February 15

The Office Center will be closed on Monday, February 15 in honor of President’s
Day.

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 17

Mass—7:00 a.m., Neumann Residence Chapel
Service—4:30 p.m., Church Center
Mass—7:30 p.m., Church Center

EPISCOPAL VICAR

The news is out if you read THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT, the diocesan newspaper.
Your pastor has been appointed Episcopal Vicar for Hunterdon County. Don’t
worry, you don’'t pay me more money because | have a new title. It doesn’t mean
that | will be transferred, sorry to disappoint a few. | have not changed denomina-
tions. | am not now an Episcopalian. When Father Gall was the Episcopal Vicar
and celebrated Confirmation for us people asked, “Why did we have to have an
Episcopalian do Confirmation for us?” From then on | said that he was the Bishop’s
Vicar, which is what Episcopal means.

The job of Episcopal Vicar is to take the place of the Bishop when he cannot, does
not or just is too busy or can’'t be in two places at the same time. So the usual
things that an EV does is welcome the body of a deceased priest into the parish
church, install pastors, confirm, grant dispensations in an emergency, investigate
letters sent to the bishop about someone in the Vicariate and go to meetings at
the diocese. | will be replaced as Dean of Round Valley Deanery but fulfill both
roles at the present. Thanks to Bishop Bootskoski in honoring Fr. Bill and St.
John’s with the appointment.

LEAVING MASS EARLY (OR BEFORE BEING DISMISSED)

We at St. John’s have not had a great difficulty with this prac-
tice but I am beginning to see it developing. Moving trains, an
airplane in flight, a departing car are all best if you are there for
start or take off and don't decide to leave until the ending.
Someone recently arrived at the theater at the usual time only
to find that the play was scheduled to start an hour earlier.
They missed the first act. There are good reasons for people
arriving late and leaving early but the purpose is not accom-
plished. It is not the ideal. You miss something.
You miss the gathering rite, the penitential rite, the opening
prayer and indeed one or more readings. (Do you miss Mass?
No, but you do miss something.)

If you leave early you miss the announcements, the camaraderie and the chance

to get A&P, Shop Rite or Kings cash cards.

Some people leave before communion. Where are you going? Are you going to the

train station, the airport or a car race? If you are leaving for Religious Ed., please

stay. It is better to teach that Mass is more important than catechesis. What you do

Continued on next page
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The purpose of the 10-member parish
Pastoral Council is to investigate pas-
toral matters, to consider them thor-
oughly, and to propose practical con-
clusions.  Specifically, the Pastoral
Council’s purpose is to envision and
support pastoral planning by evaluat-
ing the suitability and effectiveness of
various programs and services.

The scope of the council includes all
the practical matter of parish life, ex-
cluding intrusion into the day-to-day
operations of individual ministries.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Monday, January 11, 2010

Reflection:

10 Signs of a Vibrant Parish. The
statement “Collegial leadership is
practiced” was the topic. It was dis-
cussed that the good response to the
parish directory demonstrated interac-
tion between leaders and the parish-
ioners. Other interactions are: Town
Meetings, Vitality Coffees, and annual
picnic.

Committee Meeting:

Earl Roberts from Connxions was
present and updated the council on
this committee. Information on num-
bers of new parishioners in the past 6
years was presented.

The Vitality Coffees are opportunities
for people to gather and opportunities
for each committee to share informa-
tion about what they do. The January
coffee will be hosted by Religious
Education. Pastoral Council may host
the March coffee.

Companion volunteers (to be compan-
ions for new parishioners for their first
year) will be matched up with all 12
new (2009) parish families by the mid-
dle of January. More volunteers are
still needed.

Continued on next page




Pastoral Council, Cont.

Old/Continuing Items of Business:
The brochure for Pastoral Council will
be updated along with the bulletin
board in the Narthex and Council infor-
mation on the website.
There was a discussion on the long
term vision for the parish and incorpo-
rating the theme of “All Are Welcome
Here”.
Property Management Committee will
be represented at the February 20
meeting.
New Items of Business:
A subcommittee was formed to review
the 5 year plan..

Next Meeting: Saturday, February

20, 8:30 a.m.
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SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 20 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $2,900.00 with
$145.00 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week.
Next weekend, profits from gift card
sales will be sent to St. Mary’s in Coe-
burn, Virginia.

It costs you nothing and the Parish
gains 5% on all gift cards. Thanks to
the volunteers who sell these cards
after Mass and all who use them to
shop.

teaches more loudly than what you say. The Religious Ed. program has been ad-
vised not to give you a hard time. Besides it is better to be late because of Mass
than oversleeping.

There were a number of people who left early at the 8:00 a.m. Mass last Sunday.
The Mass was just an hour and so was not extended. | am concerned about what
we teach by this action and what it says about our values. Please take the opportu-
nity to stay with us for the whole Mass. We want to have you near us. It is like the
sign that says “Buckle your seat belt. Someone loves you.”

MAINTENANCE POSITION

\V4 We are looking for a Part-Time Maintenance person to do a
variety of duties. This person should have some experience
with different aspects of maintenance and it will be helpful to
%;3 have some electrical, plumbing and carpentry experience.
The position offers on average of 20+/- hours a week. Prop-
erty and building maintenance are the main focus. Seasonally
this person would be expected to maintain the lawns and
grounds. If you are interested, please contact Sharon
Janks at 908-832-2513.

HAITI RELIEF FUND

To date, we collected $2,185.00 for Haiti Relief. There will be a basket in the Nar-
thex under the CRS poster if you wish to add to this fund this weekend. The money
is forwarded to the Diocese and then to the Catholic Relief Services. People who
want to contribute directly may do so by mailing your donation to Catholic Relief
Services, 228 W. Lexington St., Baltimore, Maryland 21201-3413 or contribute on
line www.catholicrelief.org/ 888-277-7575.

VALENTINE DINNER DANCE THANKS

| apologize. | do not have an accurate list of all who helped set up, serve and clean
up at the Valentine’s Dinner Dance so | will not list anyone by name. You know
who you are and how much your efforts were truly appreciated! We had a phe-
nomenal crew of people who assisted in making this a tremendous success for the
Catholic Heart Workcamp youth ministry. The movers and shakers showed up
Wednesday night, the detail people were there on Thursday evening, the high en-
ergy people kicked it up on Friday, and the old-faithful showed up on Saturday
morning for thankless job of clean up. My heart was truly touched by your show of
support. —Mary Connolly

The net profit for the Dinner Dance was $2,678. Sponsorships and tips for CHWC
amounted to $1,909. At present the expenses total $800.00 for the band. That
was taken out of the entrance cost and the above figure is with that cost paid. So
at the present moment the sum total is $4,587.00. Many thanks to everyone’s gen-
erosity - especially to all the people who contributed food and the cooking and
serving. It was a great gathering of people.




CRS HAITIAN UPDATE

Catholic Relief Services is the Church’s interna-
tional response organization. Caroline, a CRS
staffer in Haiti, wrote to donors to update them
on what their gifts mean to the people of Haiti.
Her letter is too long to appear here but is worth
reading as it provides a view of CRS’s response
two weeks after the earthquake and how impor-
tant your support is.
With hundreds of thousands of people killed and injured the mainstream media has
already shifted attention away from the desperate struggle of those living and
working there. Caroline’s letter can be found at: http://www.crs.org/haiti/letter-from
field/
Your continuing support of Catholic Relief Service’s Haitian response programs is
essential to their continued success. It is an opportunity for us to respond in Chris-
tian charity and makes us an instrument of God’s love.

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, February 18, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N.  H.

Nursing home residents are usually senior citizens who are fragile. Most have wrin-
kled faces, sometimes are wheelchair-bound and generally need special care.
They are a group of people who have lost their attractiveness in the eyes of soci-
ety, and so many are lonely. This is why in Christian charity we visit nursing
homes. Can you help to light up a life?

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday,
February 18 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Please consider joining us and spending
some time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits. Children are
always welcome!! If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like
more information, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7  548.

FOOD PANTRY
February 20 & 21

The weekend of February 20 & 21 is our Food Pantry weekend. Please help us
restock our pantry for the Easter Food distribution. Small and large canned hams,
pasta, pasta sauce, canned fruit, canned or bagged nuts, and healthy snacks.
Monetary donations may be made at any time using envelopes available at the
Social Ministry station and the Social Ministry drop-box in the Narthex. Please
mark your check or envelope “Food Pantry.”

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house, they
are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 — website

www.rvhabitat.org

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!
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RESPECT LIFE

One long day ago at a Washington,
D.C. Prayer Breakfast, a tiny nun pro-
claimed these words to those in high
positions of power: “if we accept that a
mother can kill even her own child,
how can we tell other people not to kill
one another?” On that day, Mother
Teresa of Calcutta captured the es-
sence of love—respect for all human
life.

-~
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BAPTISM PROGRAM

The Baptism program here at St.
John’s employs individuals or couples
who minister to those seeking Baptism
for their child. The work currently in-
volves four program meetings a year
and hosting individual or multiple bap-
tisms following those programs during
Saturday or Sunday Mass.

We welcome Kenneth and Renate
Bernard to the Baptism Team here
at St. John’s.

BAPTISM TEAM

Chris & Maria Brynildsen - 832-9887
Paul & Joanne Fabiano - 832-5428
Kenneth & Renate Bernard - 973-953-
8567
Joseph & Lisa Stanski - 832-5502

CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEEDS YOUR IDEAS

There is a great deal of poverty in our country and Catholic Charities is one of the
largest support organizations working to not only sustain the poorest residents, but
is challenged in social justice to work toward improving the lives of those at the
lowest rung of the economic ladder. They are looking for 21% Century Solutions to
our problems and need your input.

Gregory Kepferle, is CEO of Catholic Charities of Santa Clara, CA. Over the next
couple of weeks, he will be moderating online conversations and suggestions from
contributors on how to bring a new level of community involvement to addressing
and solving poverty in this country.

What's your big idea? The two questions they are looking for responses to are: 1)
What are your big ideas for cutting poverty in American in half by 2020? 2) How
would redefining the way poverty is officially measured affect real poverty in the
US? Go to http://ccusa.socialsphere.net/ to participate.

CRIBS NEEDED

Life Choices' babies are in need of used cribs and toddlers beds. If you can help
them please call 908-454-2066.

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, March 12, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process,
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day
of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — March 12 at 7:15 pm. The
deadline for signing up to attend this program is F riday — February 19. For
more information or to beqin the process please call Rita at the parish office center
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION
Saturday, February 27, 3:30 p.m., Church Center

All children preparing for First Eucharist are to meet in the Church Center for their
second class on Saturday, February 27. The session starts at 3:30 pm.
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“‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Focus: “The Upside-Down Kingdom”
“Jesus offers a new way to relate to God and to others.”

Scripture : "Blessed are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is yours . .
. but woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation."

Luke 6: 17, 20-26

Reflection:  What experiences have you had in being cursed or blessed? When
have you cursed or blessed another? Do you feel that God curses?
What are your experiences of God’s blessings?”

Song: “Only This | Want” #508

Story: The ‘small, beautiful thing’

Stephanie Paulsell teaches at Harvard Divinity School. A few years ago, as she
was beginning her academic career and wondering what contribution she might
make to the great world of scholarship, the new academic spoke with a teacher
and scholar whose work she very much admired. The professor had spent much
of her career translating neglected works by medieval women writers and writing
about these women, as well as making influential contributions to the theory and
practice of teaching history. What she had not done was to write "the big book,"
the monograph that laid out her theory of everything.

Stephanie asked her if she planned to write such a book, "Oh," she replied, "I pre-
fer to do the small, beautiful thing."

Stephanie Paulsell was deeply impressed. She writes:

"I've never forgotten her way of describing the kind of scholarship to which she is
drawn: the small, beautiful thing. It is a good description of her work: every idea
pursued down to the ground, every story told richly and every sentence polished
until it glows. The small, beautiful thing has been the doorway through which she
has felt herself invited into large, broad places where she could think her best
thoughts and do her best work . . .

"God longs to draw us from narrow places into more spacious ones . . . At its best,
the life of faith gives an account of some small bit of the world - a bit of moss and
twig and flower, a little bread, a little wine - and returns it to us as something larger,
broader, more spacious."

[The Christian Century, March 20, 2007.]

In today's Gospel, Jesus lifts up the "small, beautiful things" we are all capable of
contributing to the common good: the generosity we manage despite our own pov-
erty, the sense of fulfillment we can experience in nourishing others while we hun-
ger ourselves, the joy we manage to uncover and celebrate in the midst of our own
hurt and despair. In Luke's Sermon on the Plain, Jesus challenges us not to meas-
ure our life's worth in terms of wealth or power or fame but to embrace a vision and
perspective of life that honors humility and compassion, that places the common
good before our own wants, that frees us from the pursuit of the things of this world
in order to seek the lasting things of God, that seeks the "small beautiful thing" that
enriches our world in God's wisdom and grace.

Connections, February 2010

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
FUNDRAISER GERTRUDE
HAWK

Orders due February 21

Gertrude Hawk catalogs were distrib-
uted to each family through all our Re-
ligious Education programs. Parish-
ioners who do not have children in
Religious Education but wish to partici-
pate in this fundraiser, please pick up
a catalog in the Narthex.

For your convenience, you may order
two ways: 1) by completing the form
in the center of the catalog, or 2) on-
line at www.gertrudehawk.com. Our
group # is 119849 and a step-by-step
guide for on-line ordering is attached
to the catalog. All _orders delivered
to St. John's are due by February
21.

Please return order forms through Re-
ligious Education or drop them off at
the Office Center. Any questions call
Rose Fay at 832-2162. Thank you
for your support of our parish com-
munity’s faith formation!




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the office or drop the name
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers:
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
AO2 Jones, Lee M. Jr.
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
RP3 Brown, Leighton M., U.S. Navy
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1°*' Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force

COMPANIONS

What a wonderful thing it must have been to receive a call from

Jesus to be one of his companions as he walked the earth. The

account of Jesus calling Matthew is brief, yet tells us much about

Jesus. It tells us about his healing, forgiveness and redemption.

Matthew would have said he was unworthy. The Jewish people

certainly would have pronounced him unclean and unworthy, yet

Jesus calls him to learn and travel with him on his journey. For-

given he accepts the Lord’s call.

In order for us to be the welcoming parish that Jesus would have
us be, we are looking for a few more families or individuals to volunteer to serve as
Companions. We renamed this group from hospitality to companions to more accu-
rately describe in liturgical terms what this group would do in the Connxions Minis-
try.

Volunteer individuals or couples will “buddy” with new parishioners for one year;
inviting them to parish liturgical and social events as well as serving as a resource
for information. They will also be available for quarterly get-togethers where new
parishioners will meet and mingle with one another, as well as available staff and
pastoral council members.

When it comes to getting involved in Church, many of us go through life not know-
ing just where we fit or what our unique contribution might be in building the
Church and advancing Christ’'s Kingdom. There is no need to feel personally un-
worthy, none of us are, yet we are called like Matthew. Will you accept? We are in
need of four more individuals or couples. Interested? Pick up an informational
brochure from the spirituality stand in the Narthex.

We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.
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THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST

| drift from EXODUS again to the finality of all journeys. The
death of one of the priests from my hometown brought me
home in many ways. When | had stopped to see Father Joe
Mokrzycki last summer he filled me in with the last several
years of his priesthood, and unknowingly, the last years of
his life. Joe was stationed at Our Lady Star of the Sea in
Long Branch in the early years of priesthood. That is a story
in itself. From there he became the campus minister at Mon-
mouth College, now Monmouth University in West Long Branch, NJ. After many
years there he returned to the pastorate of Our Lady Star of the Sea. Long Branch
was going through those proverbial changes of losing parishioners and dealing
with the decaying property and the changing of the town. Father Joe was pastor
there for 30 years.

One day he was called into the bishop’s office in Trenton, corralled between a rock
and a hard place. After the bishop left him in the office by himself he was met by
two priests of the chancery who told him he would not be pastor of OLSS any
longer and that he should retire. He was devastated. Through the personnel direc-
tor he later discovered that St. Elizabeth’s in Avon-by-the-Sea was open. He ap-
plied and was made pastor by the bishop. He felt that he was dealt with rather
shabbily after 42 years of priesthood. It was for this reason that he requested to be
buried from his home parish and have Bishop Bootkoski of the Metuchen Diocese
preside. He had known Bishop Paul from campus ministry days. It seems apparent
that he didn’t want Bishop Smith to preside. Much to Bishop Smith’s credit he was
at the Mass and the committal ceremony. In the Year of the Priest there is much
sadness in the days that make up a year.

Very few priests go to the cemetery to bury a priest. They come to the Mass but
not to the burial unless they had some connection other than priesthood. The priest
that gave the homily at the Mass, Father Tuzeneu, Bishop Smith, a classmate of
Fr. Joe’s, Fr. Rebeck, a classmate of mine Father Breitske and | were the only
clergy at the grave. He was laid to rest with his parents and his brother Anthony,
known in religion as Brother Chris. After the committal | visited the graves of my
relatives. It was a cold day so | did not spend much time there. There are three
graves with MICKIEWICZ tombstones, my Uncles Hank and Charlie, and Hank’s
first still born child, Henry, Jr. Then there is the MARK family plot where my
mother’s parents and my parents are buried. Then the Hoover plots where my
mother’s sisters are buried with their husbands (they chose not to be buried in the
family plot that my grandmother had purchased in 1937 when she buried her hus-
band, Adolf Mark.) | also take care of a family friend’s grave, Catherine and John
Bohen.

Many people don't like to go to the cemetery. | find them fascinating, informative
and filled with memories of people | knew. | recalled them as | passed their graves.
| usually take care of two of the graves but this past summer | could not get on my
knees to plant flowers and take a Christmas wreath in December. It is interesting
how one summer without care returned the grave to just grass. | also visited the
spot where | will lie. It was a day filled with much reflection and where THE YEAR

Continued on next page
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PONDERING PAUSES
RHYTHM

“Can you believe in God and be out
of tune with the song? Does it work
the other way around? What is
more important to Jesus: what we
believe or what we do? Rob Bell

Life has its own rhythm. We have our
own rhythm. What is the rhythm that
moves our heart to beat? If the beat is
off it may be disastrous for the heart
and the person. We regulate the
rhythm by catheter ablation and pace
makers.

The rhythm of the song captures us to
keep pace. Everyone’s pace may be
different. Some people have natural
rhythm and others have a devil of a
time keeping rhythm. There are no
vowels in rhythm and so consonants
make the sounds we need. Can we
become a part of the rhythm even if
we are vowel less (clueless)?

Is the rhythm a part of the music or is
the music a part of the rhythm? Do we
learn by dissecting or by entering into
the music? Can we separate and can
each stand alone? Do we have rhythm
by listening or feeling? A deaf person
can feel the rhythm.

All of this bantering is really getting us
ready to approach the notion and per-
son of God. “There are people who
talk as if they know everything about
being a Christian and yet they can
seem way out of tune. And then there
are others who would say they don't
know much at all about the Christian
faith, and yet they can seem very in
tune with the song.” Rob Bell.

Music is a rather apt image for God.
There are so many elements that go
to make up good music or just music
that | like. The best way is to just lean
back and let the music have its way
with you. We can get all caught up
with images of God. We can argue
many ways of proving that there is a

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES,
CONTINUED

God. We can speak of God'’s attributes
or gender and never come to know
God at all.

A symphony starts in a person’s mind
and heart. The composer may actually
hear how it sounds before a note is
written. Beethoven was deaf. He could
arrange his music mathematically.
Little black marks are made on a lined
scale. The artist may sound them out
on the piano. There are different
marks, lengths of holding a note and
placement that make them into a musi-
cal piece. The process of creating is
not simple. Unlike the Genesis image
of God, who speaks and the word be-
comes what was spoken, the com-
poser works hard, writing and correct-
ing until what he has in mind is made
present in sound. In John’s gospel we
read that “the Word was made flesh.”
The dots and flags and symbols on the
scale transmit to whoever reads the
notes the music to be played. An or-
chestra still needs a conductor to bring
them together and gather the various
sounds of the instruments together.

In the process of experiencing God
start the other way around. Listen first
to the music. Don’t analyze the sound,
who wrote it and what the composer
had in mind. Enjoy for your ears. Once
you hear and enjoy just let the sound
soak in like the gentle rain from
heaven on the dry land. Find God in
the rhythm. Let the beauty move your
heart. Enjoy with satisfaction before
you question or faction it.

“May you come to see that the song is
written on your heart. And as you live
in tune with the song, in tune with the
creator of the universe, may you real-
ize that you ARE in relationship with
the living God.” Rob Bell.

“Do you believe that if you live the way
Jesus taught us to live, being in tune
with the song, that you “will have life in
its fullest”? Rob Bell.

“l came so that everyone would have
life, and have it in its fullest.” John
10:10

OF THE PRIEST will lead. There are three other priests buried there. Father Daly
whom | mentioned before who was retired, helped out in the parish and died when
| was in grammar school - Father Harry Cenefeldt who helped out in the parish and
Monsignor Edward Dalton who came to the parish when | was in 8" grade and
served until | was ordained almost 30 years. Back in Old Calvary cemetery behind
the church is Father Stanislaus Danielou, the first pastor of Our Lady of Victories in
1884. That's reaching back a few years as | recalled this Year of the Priest.

LENTEN BIBLE GROUP

The first meeting will be February 25. Email or call Dr. Fay at rose-
fay@ccsijn.org or 832-2162 if you would like to paricipate.

LENTEN SERIES

Since there were no inquires about a Lenten Series | will offer one. One year we
had a few people who stayed after the 8:00 a.m. Mass or came early for the 10:30
a.m. Mass on Sundays. | would like to offer this again. The format would be to
view a 10 minutes DVD of Rob Bell of NOOMA and follow it with a discussion of
his presentation. Our first topic will be RHYTHM. The description reads: “Is how
we live connected to something that has been in place since the beginning of time?
Maybe Jesus didn’t come to start a new religion, but to show us how to live in tune
with the life God has always planned for us.” Approx. 12 minutes.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 14, 2010

Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26
Monday: Jas 1:1-11/Mk 8:11-13

Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18/Mk 8:14-21

Wednesday: JI 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20---6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25

Friday: Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32

Next Sunday: Dt 26:4-10/Rom 10:8-13/Lk 4:1-13
©Liturgical Publications Inc

2009 BISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

Because We Are Church

The 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal continues. We need your support to

achieve our overall goal of $6.8 million. Your participation is critical if we

are to continue to meet the spiritual and physical needs of the people
we serve throughout the four counties of the Diocese of Metuchen. Thank you for
your prayerful consideration. To date our parish has received $33,740.00 in
pledges/gifts to the 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal fr om 149 families toward
our goal of $34,600. 97.5% to goal.
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SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.
323 families
50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasure Responses,
11 Youth Responses

“Like a tree planted near running water, that yields its fruit in due season.”
Ps 1:3

The quality of mercy is not strain'd,

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;

It blesseth him that gives and him that takes...
Shakespeare, THE MERCHANT OF VENICE

Water comes from above and below. The heavens yield a flow of rain to water the
earth. There is a flow of water beneath the earth surface. Sometimes this water is deep
and at other times it is not too far beneath, in fact it may at times surface into springs of
living water, even in the desert oasis. The heavens themselves even draw water from
the earth. There is this back and forth giving and taking that goes around. “What goes
around comes around.” This is also the name of a store in NYC of vintage antiques.
Water gives life. The image from Psalm 1 captures this so well. We are made predomi-
nantly of water. We give water to the thirsty. We need water to survive. People have
tried to keep water from people by diverting streams. Water has been dammed in order
to divert it to those who need it. We irrigate in order to bring water to plants that would
not otherwise survive. This model of water from both the reading from Jeremiah and the
Responsorial of this week’s psalm is a thriving image of stewardship. “Just as the rain
comes down from the heavens to water the earth, that it may bring forth seed for the
sower and bread for the eater: so shall my Word be that goes forth out of my mouth. It
shall not return unto Me void but will accomplish what it was sent out to do. It shall pros-
per in the thing where it was sent.” Is. 55:10-13

, 1%

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For February 8, 2009 Weekly Averages
January......cccccoeeeeeeniineens $5,668.00
99 Weekly Donors............... $2,719.50 December.........oconiens $6,022.00
25 Monthly Donors............... $2,579.00 NOVemDer.......coooiviiinns $5,771.00
Loose Money ............................ $90.00 October........cccevvieviniennen. $5,795-00
Total e $5,388.50 September........ccccvvveennn. $5,590.00
21 Direct DepOSit.................. $910.00  AUGUST.....oiiiiiiiii $5,350.00
JUIY o $5,915.00
For February 7, 2010 LU $4,950.00
May......ooiiiiiii $5,474.00
84 Weekly DONOrs............... $2,301.00 APl $6,757.00
35 Monthly Donors.............. $3,206.74  MarCh .o $6,133.00
L00SE MONEY .......cveveeeeerrarne $48.00 February ..o, $6,165.00
Total oo $5,555,74 Weekly Need ................... $7,034.00
19 Direct Deposit.................... $843.75

Volunteer Schedules

Office Angels
Monday, 2/15 Office Closed
Tuesday, 2/16 P. Sullivan
Wednesday, 2/17 L. Gerristead
Thursday, 2/18 B. Pannone

Grocery Cards
February 13 & 14

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti
8:00 a.m. P. Nanna
10:30 a.m. R. DeStefano
February 20 & 21
5:30 p.m. M .Stout
8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn
10:30 a.m. F. Cook
Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 2/14 L. Livoti
Week of 2/21 T. Menzie
Church Center Cleaning
February 19 Team E
February 26 Team A
Bulletin Transporters
February 19 J. Stemple
February 26 A. Tagliareni

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don’'t use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. There is a
picture of St. Mary’'s Church by the
basket. Next weekend, cash card
profits will go to St. Mary’s. In Janu-
ary, cash card profits of $173.75
were collected for St. Mary’s.
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou  t under forms.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S

If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check
off your request or information you want to communicate below.

[ ]Inewinthearea [ ]visitor [ ]planning to live in the area

[ ] parishioner [ ]former parishioner [ ]been in the area awhile
[ ]Jchangeof [ Jaddress [ ]Jemail [ ]phone number[ ]| marital
status

[ 1 wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct
deposit contributing

Lenten Activities

Bible Study Group:
Suggested day/time:
Other Suggestions:

Questions? Call Rose Fay: 908-832-2162
rosefay@-ccsjn.org

SHIP Server
Companions Ministry

Vitality Coffee Help
Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/
Auction
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