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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,

NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,

FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and

STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is
a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual
journey of hope:

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.
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398 County Road 513
(Church Center)

Saturday Vigil Mass........... 5:30 p.m.
SuNday ......cceeeeeiiiiiiiieeeeenn 8:00 a.m.
Sunday......ccceeeeeeiiiiiiineen. 10:30 a.m.

390 County Road 513
(Neumann Residence)

Tuesday .....cccceveeeeeeinvinnnnn, 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday .......ccccceeeeviennnns 9:30 a.m.
Friday ....ccooevveeeeiiciiieeeeeee, 7:00 a.m.
Saturday......cccceeeeennee 4:45-5:15 p.m.
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Church Center.........ccccuveeee. 908-832-6343
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Maureen Stout ..... Financial Administrator

Pt # T #
$ %

Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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March 20 & 21

Tuesday, March 16

Saturday

Germino Family
.. D. Kelemen, J. Gardner,
..................................................................... M. MacKenzie, D. Torczon, C. Drzewiecki

5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Vincent DeVingo req.
....... Fr. Mickiewicz Gates Family
........... A. Sawczuk

Wednesday, March 17

9:30 a.m. Babara Caffarello req.
Vigilante Family

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Friday, March 19
(OFC1 1] o] = o | AR PPN Fr. Mickiewicz 7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen &
LB CHOT e J. Murray Family
F Y= g T=T YT U EURRR Stanski Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.............cccovvvvvieeeeieeeiininnnnn. S. Janks, T. Klawunn, J. Klawunn Saturday, March 20
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. Julienne O’Farrell req.
Fr. Mickiewicz Joann Gardner
.......................................................................................................... M. Harrlsqn Sunday, March 21
Malone Family )
Ministers of the EUCRAIIS........eeeoee e e C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny, 8:00 a.m. Linnea .Janks reg.
........................................................................ B. Gerristead, L. Gerristead, S. Gemma Josephine Handy
10:30 a.m. Joseph Fattarusso req.

Sunday, March 14 — Fourth Sunday of Lent

9:15a.m. Lenten Dialogue (Office Center)
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)
11:30 a.m.  Vitality Coffee (Church Center)

7:00 p.m.  Catholic Heart Work Camp Meeting (Church Center)

Monday, March 15 — St. Tranquillius

7:00 p.m.  Pastoral Council (Office Center)

7:30 p.m.  Bible Study (Office Center)
Tuesday, March 16 — St. Boniface Kiritnus

9:30 a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)

7:00 p.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)

7:00 p.m.  Property Management Meeting (Office Center)
Wednesday, March 17 — St. Patrick

9:30a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)

12:00 p.m.  Calendar Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, March 18 — St. Cyril of Jerusalem

10:00 a.am.  Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N.H.)
7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry (Church Center)

Friday, March 19 — St. Joseph
No Meat

7:00 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
5:00 p.m.  Cleaning (Church Center)
7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross (Church Center)

Saturday, March 20 — BI. Bronislaus Komorowski & Marianus

Gorecki
9:30 a.m.  Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)
11:30 a.m.  Depart for St. John Neumann Shrine (Church Center)
3:30 p.m.  First Eucharist Session 4 (Church Center)
6:00 p.m.  Return from St. John Neumann Shrine (Church

Center)
Continued in next column

Cathy & Tom Bennett

Sunday, March 21 — CRS Black & Native American Collection/

Food Pantry Weekend/Daffodil Sales

9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)

9:00 a.m.  Lenten Program (Valley View)

9:15a.m. Lenten Dialogue (Office Center)

6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)
+

Monday, March 15

7:00 p.m.

Bulletin
Pastoral Council (Office Center)

Tuesday, March 16

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)
Property Management Meeting (Office Center)

Wednesday, March 17

9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)
Appointment (Neumann Residence)
Calendar Planning 2011 Meeting (Office Center)

Thursday, March 18

11:00 a.m.

Appointment (Away)

Friday, March 19

7:00 a.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, March 20

1:00 p.m.

Communion Call (Away)

Sunday, March 21

4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Tenebrae (Washington)
5 Year Plan Meeting (Office Center—Pastor’s
Meeting Room)
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Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams
Eleanor Angeline
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt

Mary Bock

Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin

Jerry Campbell
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Frank Ghiselli
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Ernest Jandersit
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Gertrude Kaemmerer
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer

Trudy Kaemmerer
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin

Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Rolv Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price

( )
Albert Rayburn
Tom Regan
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Joseph Sterphone
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Phillip Sushko
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda

COME HOME

We each hear this appeal differently, but we all recognize
the call to reconciliation. We need to put things in proper
order. When Joshua and God’s people arrive in the prom-
ised land, when the prodigal son finally returns to the fa-
ther’s house, there is homecoming joy and a feast. This Lent
we are called home, we are called to reconciliation with God,
the community of faith, our own families, and one another.
Come home! Come home!

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year C. lllustration © 2000 M. Er-
spamer, OSB. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP.
All rights reserved.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES/NATIVE & AFRICAN
AMERICAN MISSIONS

Next Weekend

Next week, our parish will take up the collection for Catholic Relief Services and
the Native and African American Missions. This collection helps to fund six Catho-
lic organizations that improve the quality of life and protect human dignity. Your gift
will support agricultural development to strengthen economies and create food
sustainability, provide outreach services to survivors of human trafficking, and sup-
ply pastoral care and advocacy for immigrants and refugees. By helping the mar-
ginalized and impoverished, you give hope to Jesus in disguise . Please be
charitable in next week’s Catholic Relief Services Collection.

SHOW UP FOR THE TRIDUUM — PLAN NOW

Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil
8:00 p.m.

Remembered at Mass

We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and resurrection.

The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Louis

Capelli, Sr. — Alex Lacy — Remedio Arias — Renee He aly — Car-
mela Galligan — Rolv N. Olmstead — Vincent Freer —  Dorothy Kral — Frieda
Philhower




2010 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 24 7:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Community Reconciliation (Church Center)
Confessions (Church Center)
Blessing of Palms
Procession (Carriage House)
Mass (Church Center)
Sunday, March 28 — Passion/Palm Sunday (Blessing and Distribution of Palms at all
Masses (Church Center)
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:30 a.m.  Mass

Saturday, March 27

Monday, March 29 7:30 p.m.  Chrism Mass (Cathedral—Metuchen)

Tuesday, March 30 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel)

Wednesday March 31 9:30 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel)
7:00 p.m. Living Stations Practice (Office Center)

SACRED TRIDUUM
Thursday, April 1 — Holy Thursday

8:00 p.m.  Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Church Center)
Holy Land Collection
9:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. “Keeping Watch” (Office Center)

Fast and Abstain until after Easter Vigil
Friday, April 2 — Good Friday — Passion and Death of the Lord
1:00 p.m.  Living Stations of the Cross (Church Grounds)
8:00 p.m.  Service (Church Center)
Holy Land Collection
Saturday, April 3 — Holy Saturday
No 5:30 p.m. Mass
Easter Vigil and Mass — End Fast — (Church
Center)

8:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday
8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Mass (Church Center)
Mass Church Center

HOLY WEEK MINISTRIES

Attention Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors and Table Servers .

There are signup sheets in the Narthex at the Ministry Station to pick a time for
Holy Week services. Please consider taking on one of these ministries. The Palm
Sunday ministries are already on the schedules sent to your homes. They are re-
peated on these sheets. If you cannot make your scheduled time please let Marilyn
Wickel know. Thanks for your cooperation.

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
Meeting: Sunday, March 14, 7:00 p.m., Church Center

There will be a meeting on Sunday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Center for
teens and their parents who are registered for Greensburg, PA this summer but
have never attended camp before. Please contact Mary Connolly with any
questions or concerns at mandmconnolly@gmail.com or 537-2032.

Saturday, February 20, 2010
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

Reflection: 10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish. The statement “Members are
recognized as gifted and called forth
to use their gifts” was the topic. Fa-
ther Bill was happy to inform the
council that four new people showed
up at the nursing home visit.

Committee Meeting:

Lyle Garcia spoke with the council
telling us the history of the council’s
formation.

Andy Kozlowski spoke to the council
about the Property Management Com-
mittee. This committee has 10 mem-
bers. They are in the process of inter-
viewing for a new maintenance per-
son. The committee is busy tackling
the large and small issues of the prop-
erty. They are investigating the possi-
bility of solar panels, and ways to
make the property more energy effi-
cient. As always, the committee
would welcome new members.

Old and Continuing Items of Business:
New member recruitment will begin
with the Vitality Coffee on March 14
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. A verbal
invitation will be presented at each of
the Masses the weekend of March 6
and 7.

An invitation will be placed in the bul-
letin.  The new member inquiry is
scheduled for Monday March 29 7:00
p.m. Discernment will be held Mon-
day April 12. Induction of the new
members will be held Sunday, May 23
during the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

The Town Meeting was scheduled for
Monday, May 3. The topic will be
Transition Preparedness — How do we
want to present our parish?

Continued on next page




Pastoral Council, Cont.

New Items of Business

The Parish Directory should be avail-
able within the week.

The sub-committee for the 5 year plan-
ning to meet.

The new Mass times seem to be work-
ing well.

Pastor’'s Items of Business

Fr. Bill informed the council that inac-
tive members will be contacted pre-
ceded by a letter.

Interviews are being conducted for a
new maintenance person as well as an
administrative assistant for religious
education.

NEW MEMBER RECRUIT-
MENT DATES:

Pastoral Council interest and re-
cruitment at Vitality Coffee March
14 after 10:30 a.m. Mass

General information meeting for
those interested in Pastoral Coun-
cil Monday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. in
Drexel Room

Pastoral Council Discernment
April 12, 7:00 p.m., Drexel Room
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following
an initial pastoral visit at the parish office with either the Pas-
toral Assistant for Evangelization and Social Ministry or the
Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the
process, parents attend one preparation session, which is
offered quarterly. Baptism Host Couples from St. John's Bap-
tism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day of

Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in
the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — June 4 at 7:15 p.m. The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y — May 14. For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION
Saturday, March 20, 3:30 p.m., Church Center

All children preparing for First Eucharist are to meet in the Church Center for their
fourth class on Saturday, March 20 at 3:30 p.m. Photo retakes for our banner will
be taken if necessary.

CONFIRMANDI SEDER MEAL
Thursday, April 1, 6:00 p.m., Church Center

A Seder Meal for all confirmandi and their catechists will be celebrated on Holy
Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 p.m. All confirmandi should arrive by 5:45 p.m. Families
of the confirmandi should join their child to celebrate the Holy Thursday liturgy at
8:00 p.m.

CONFIRMATION SHRINE TRIP RESCHEDULED
Saturday, March 20, 11:30 a.m.

The St. John Neumann Shrine Trip that was cancelled due to snow has been re-
scheduled to Saturday, March 20. All Confirmandi should meet in the parking lot of
the Church at 11:30 a.m. We will be returning by 5:30 p.m.
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EASTER FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Over the next few weeks please look for bargains on frozen, fresh or canned
hams . They can be left in the appropriate freezer or refrigerator in the Carriage
House. We can also use cake mixes, icing, pasta, pasta sauce, grated cheese,
cereal, pudding, canned fruit, bagged candy, cookies or nuts, coffee, tea and hot
chocolate.

The Pick is scheduled for Thursday — March 25 at 6:00 p.m. Pack is scheduled for
Friday — March 26 at 7:00 p.m. and Deliver will begin on Saturday — March 27 at
8:00 a.m. If you wish to volunteer you can use the signup sheet included with this
bulletin or signup on the parish website: www.ccsjn.org (go to “Forms & Re-
sponses”).

If you cannot help with the Pick, Pack and Deliver please consider making a mone-
tary donation by dropping your cash or check into the Social Ministry Drop Box in
the Narthex next to the Social Ministry Station. Donations marked “St. John’s Food
Pantry” will be used to purchase the necessary fresh food items as well as any-
thing that we might come up short on to complete the Easter meals.

COMPUTER RECYCLING

April is the month when we look to collect old computers.
Depending on make, model and condition some are up-
dated and given to those in need and others are recycled. If
you have recently replaced your computer and don’t know
what to do with the old one, please consider dropping it off
at the Carriage House during the month of April. (All hard
drives are wiped regardless of whether the machine is re-
built or recycled.) Windows P4 or Mac G4 or newer. In you

=3

have questions, call Earl at 908-832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT
Thursday, March 18, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N. H.

Nursing home residents are usually senior citizens who are fragile. Most have wrin-
kled faces, sometimes are wheelchair-bound and generally need special care.
They are a group of people who have lost their attractiveness in the eyes of soci-
ety, and so many are lonely. This is why in Christian charity we visit nursing
homes. Can you help to light-up a life?

Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday,
March 18 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. Please consider joining us and spend some
time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits. Children are always
welcome!! If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like more in-

formation, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548.

HELP WITH ACCESSIBILITY

Housing Accessibility Rehabilitation, Inc. (HAR) is available to help Hunterdon
County residents of all ages. The non-profit organization can provide technical
assistance in planning renovations such as ramps, grab bars and other renova-
tions that improve accessibility for people with disabilities. Technical assistance is
provided at no cost, and HAR will work with families to arrange for the least expen-

Continued on next page
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REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!
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RESPECT LIFE

During Lent, it is good to think about
Jesus’ words, “Amen | say to you,
what you did not do for one of these
least ones, you did not do for me.” If
we do nothing to work for the protec-
tion of these least ones, we do nothing
for Jesus. COLFS Newsletter, San
Diego, 11/07

OPERATION RICE BOWL

The story of the Prodigal Son helps us
refocus on the meaning of Lent. This
is a time to change our ways, to turn
back to God our Father, and to appre-
ciate and share the gifts we have re-
ceived. As we begin the second half of
our journey with Catholic Relief Ser-
vices’ Operation Rice Bowl, we re-
member that we are called to be stew-
ards of what God has given us, and
we connect our prayers and fasting
with our giving. Visit the Operation
Rice Bowl webpage: http://orb.crs.org/
to learn more about how ORB trans-
forms lives.

sive renovations possible.
HAR'’s office is located at 4 Walter Foran Boulevard in Flemington, N.J.
call Richard Nathan at 908-399-6411 for more information about HAR, Inc.

Please

DAFFODIL DAYS
March 20 & 21

In support of the American Cancer Society — Daffodil Days will be celebrated on
Saturday — March 20 and Sunday — March 21. You will receive a “bunch” of daffo-
dils (10 flowers) for a $10 contribution.

A Volunteer is needs to sell daffodils after the 8:
Please use the bulletin signup sheet, signup online
erts at eroberts@ccsjn.org call 908-832-2513.
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‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”
Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday)

00 a.m. Mass on the 21 .
, email or call Earl Rob-

Focus: Safety in God's Arms
God offers us the ultimate homecoming
Scripture :  The parable of the prodigal son
Luke 11: 1-3. 11-32
Reflection:  Which person do you identify with in the gospel: the father? The younger
son? Or the older son? When have you felt prodigal? (prodigal — one
who spends or gives lavishly and foolishly)
Song: “There is a Wideness in God’'s Mercy” #423
Story: Finding forgiveness in a Ziploc

In an essay in The New York Times [April 12, 2009], Jane Hamilton tells how she
and her husband discovered forgiveness - in a plastic bag:

She is impulsive and easygoing. He is deliberate and organized. She is outgoing
and friendly. He is careful and reserved. She loves to travel. He prefers to be at
home. But these two very different personalities have been happily married for 26
years.

But that almost came crashing down on a recent trip. The couple was going
through security at the airport. After they passed the screening, they gathered up
their things. That's when he ignited her fuse that set off the explosion. He picked
up the Ziploc bag in the carry-on that held their medicines and toiletries. She had
placed it in the top of the carry-on, but he wanted to find a more secure place in-
side the bag.

"Put it back where it was," she said.

"No, it will fall out," he said.

That did it. She had enough of his needing to control everything. She had enough
of always being wrong. She had enough of his fastidiousness, his obsession with
details, he always being right. She blew up right there in the airport security check-
point.

"Stop it! Just stop it now! Stop it this minute!" she screamed.
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The poor man froze. She fled the concourse, inflamed with righteousness.

But as she seethed, a curious thing happened. It was as if, she remembers, "a
switch in my brain were flipping and a whole new template slid into place.

"All at once | had a vivid sense, as best as | can judge, of what it might feel like to
be my husband. For no reason that | can account for, | was suddenly looking from
his eyes out into our particular little ruined world . . . | knew, despite the good and
joyful nuggets of our dalily life, that it was a difficult - harrowing - proposition for him
to live with someone who is so voluble and indiscreet and extravagantly enthusias-
tic, someone who is always saying Yes, yes, yes! What a burden | must be for
someone who is quiet and private and focused, someone so careful in his delibera-
tions."

She walked back to the gate and found him sitting there, waiting, looking small and
hunched over.

"I'm sorry, | said simply, hoping he would see how ashamed | was, how contrite,
and how sad and how frightened."

That moment in the airport has had a lasting effect on her view of her husband,
who continues to love her, bared fangs and all, and she continues to love him, in
all his annoying attention to detail.

The parable of the prodigal son reminds us that living as spouses and as family is
a challenge. Love demands a great deal from every one of us. It's not easy to be
the "father" who loves unconditionally; it is painfully difficult to face our own prodi-
gal-like failures and sins; it is beyond our comprehension, as the "older brother,"
not to demand accountability from those who hurt us and the family. But, as Jane
learns, forgiveness begins by seeing things through the eyes of the other, to em-
brace the other's hurts and doubts and fears, to understand their struggle to make
sense of things. Let the vision of God's love, complete and unconditional, illumi-
nate our vision to see through the eyes of others, enabling us to both forgive and
seek forgiveness.
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EASTER FLOWER ORDERS
Orders due this Monday, March 15

The Easter Flower Orders Forms have been mailed out. You may also pick up an
order form on the bulletin table in the Narthex. The order forms need to be re-
turned to the office by March 15.

MARDI GRAS THANKS

We would like to thank Shop-Rite for sponsoring this event and all the volunteers
that helped make this year's Mardi Gras celebration fun for the whole family. Colby
Koshinski was crowned King of the Mardi Gras and Mia Ranallo the Queen!
Prizes were given out for the best decorated masks and the grand prize winner,
Kyle Stanski received a free pizza certificate. Billy Dainoski got a prize for finding
the baby Jesus in his piece of King Cake. In all we collected $370 for the Catholic
Relief Services Haitian Fund. Thanks to all and see you next year!

GERTRUDE HAWK FUND-
RAISER

You can still participate in our
Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser by ordering
online at www.gertrudehawk.com
and using our group# of 119849.
These orders will be delivered directly
to your home. A step by step guide for
online ordering is attached to the cata-
logue that still can be found in the Nar-
thex. Thanks for supporting our reli-
gious formation programs.

GERTRUDE HAWK PICK-UP

Gertrude Hawk orders will be ready for
pickup in the church Narthex next
weekend, March 20 and 21. Please
don't forget to pickup your box if you
placed an order through the religious
education office or online by February.
21. Thank-you!

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 19 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $2,200.00 with
$110.00 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week.

It costs you nothing and the Parish
gains 5% on all gift cards. Thanks to
the volunteers who are willing to stay a
few minutes after Mass to sell these
cards and all who use them to shop.




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the office or drop the name
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force

CONNXIONS

We are seeking and individual or couple to work on our
Connxions team. The people in this ministry meet on the
fourth Tuesday of each month except December. The work
involves the exploration of ways to bring people together in a
community dedicated to empowering people to live in accord
with the Gospel message. Please consider joining this minis-
try to strengthen our Christian bonds.

If you can't make a commitment to join us once a month,

please consider volunteering to be a companion to a new
parishioner or family joining our parish. Companions keep in contact with those
new to our parish and extend an invitation to join in our liturgical and social activi-
ties where possible.

We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin o r
email Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsijn.org

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.




A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST

Leviticus

Remember my grammar school days were mostly
post World War Il world view. The culture, training
and religious upbringing followed this pre-WWII way
of looking at the world. We were still caught up in a
Newtonian cause and effect world view. We used
that same methodology in Church but we had still
worked on reconciling faith and science. We how-
ever were offered alternatives to some of these di-
lemmas. This is best expressed in the way evolution
was presented. It was not denied, it was explained. |
still remember my high school religion teacher, a
nun, stating that God could have gotten the ball rolling and that God could have
breathed into the body a soul along the way. There was nothing contradictory. The
only hazard was to deny the existence of a god by the use of evolution. In fact as |
came to understand the concept of evolution | found it a rather beautiful theory.
Now when the process of the Big Bang is demonstrated the whole of creation is
spectacular. | know that there were other world views sprouting and developing
during this time but | was unaware of them.
The church | grew up in and was trained to serve in had it pretty much together or
so | thought. You learned the facts, principles and beliefs and you just applied
them. In theology if | couldn’t remember what the Latin Theology Textbook said |
just went back to the Baltimore Catechism and elaborated on those facts. They
were the facts and that was the truth. (Can’t you just hear Lily Tomlin saying that?)
By the time | reached theology there were already some disagreements and dis-
crepancies. One of the biggest conflicts was that scripture studies were far more
advanced than dogmatic and moral classes. Of course remember my text books
for theology were in Latin and my resources for scripture were in English unless
you were going back to the Greek or Hebrew texts of the Bible.
In theology you were presented with a Thesis. Then the text went on to prove the
Thesis. The author would first quote scripture. Now the scripture we were learning
often contradicted the way the theology professor and book interpreted the scrip-
ture for proof of the Thesis. We were in the midst of transition, dialogue, and aca-
demic changes. These were hard but great times. The Second Vatican Council
opened in the Fall of 1962, the year | was ordained. We were prepared for many of
the items discussed at the Council. | never thought | would see them in my lifetime
but here they were. | remember stating that while the rest of the Mass was being
translated in English; we would never see the Canon in the vernacular. The next
week that was announced. The Mass | had known from my youth, trained to cele-
brate in the seminary and by which | offered my First Mass was disappearing be-
fore our eyes. The Document on the Liturgy was the first presented at the Council
so that was being put into effect while that Council still was meeting. Liturgy was
one of my first loves and so | was not only excited but delighted. In fact when |
taught the Mass in the summer schools | organized while | was a seminarian | had
the young people put on a Mass facing the people and in English. They made the
vestments, found a cup to use as a chalice and even had them find a stone to use
as an altar stone. It was a wonder | didn’t get in trouble for more than dyeing burlap

Continued on next page
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PONDERING PAUSES
BULLHORN

“God loves everyone, so a Christian
should, too. In fact, Jesus said that the
most important thing in life is to love God
with everything we've got and love oth-
ers the same way. But it's not always
easy to love everyone around us, is it?
Sometimes we strongly disagree with
other people’s political views, religious
beliefs, behaviors, or something else,
and it makes it hard to love them when
we feel like we're right and they're
wrong. But Jesus doesn’'t separate lov-
ing God and loving others. So maybe the
best way for us to show our love is actu-
ally by loving other people no matter
how hard it sometimes is. Maybe it's the
only way.” Rob Bell

There used to be a lady at Times Square
in NYC who used to shout out her
preaching about Jesus — sin and repen-
tance. “The end is near. Repent and
believe.” Next week’s Lenten Dialogue
will use a similar story about a man’s
preaching and passing out pamphlets
asking for conversion. Street corner
preaching is about intimidation, shouting,
condemning. Conversion is sought by
threats and fear of eternal damnation. It
is far from Jesus’ message of love and
forgiveness.

There is also the fundamentalist, tele-
vangelist approach of making great
promises and the prosperity gospel (you
shall be rich here and now and not have
to wait for heaven). We can easily see
how this is contradictory to Muslims who
give up their lives so that they can die
and have a large number of virgins as a
reward. To be a Christian because of
reward or punishment places us on the
lowest rung of Maslow’s Hierarchy of
needs. We train animals with reward and
punishment. This is far from the motiva-
tion of love or the Be-attitudes.

Someone who is convinced against their
will is of the same opinion still. You can
catch more flies with honey than you can
with vinegar. Of course this is still a devi-
ously motivated reason for relating and

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES, CONT.
influencing people. It is more a sales
technique. . When | was on the Diocesan
Ecumenical Council the newly appointed
head said at an initial meeting that the
reason for this committee was to convert
Protestants. | almost fell off my chair.
The Bishop was there and said nothing. |
could not let this go by. This was not the
content for the Vatican Il Decree on Ecu-
menism and the Declaration on the Rela-
tion of the Church to Non-Christian Re-
ligions. You can readily see the ap-
proach that would follow with such an
attitude. The word dialogue, sharing and
listening are the words that come from
these two documents.

If you have a message you wish to share
you don’t do it by intimidation and con-
demnation. You may do it by rewarding
or making promises. But people are on
to that form of salesmanship. It is not
about soft peddling. It is about living and
sharing the message of Gods’ love that
we experience with others. “I mean,
that's why so many of us are so fasci-
nated with Jesus, because he never
stops insisting that God really, really
loves us exactly as we are. | mean, isn’t
that what draws you to him?” Rob Bell
Isn’t this the good news that you want to
share and shout from the housetops?
Evangelism is exactly this, sharing the
good news with others. It is not about
conversion to your way of thinking or
your religion. This is what | believe, this
is the way | live what | believe and it will
not be communicated by bullhorning or
coercing someone to accept Jesus as
their personal savior. This is what | be-
lieve, this is why | live the way | do. What
do you believe and how do you live this
in your life? Our theme for our catechet-
ical focus this year is “Our beliefs are
shown in the way we live.”

Not just approach but intentionality com-
pose our relating to other religions, peo-
ple and churches. Sincerity and honesty
are paramount to sharing the good news.
Unless we can live what we believe we
should not be out there on bullhorns forc-
ing ourselves, our beliefs and our noise
on others. As Rob Bell concludes in his
presentation BULLHORN - “So may you
see that how you love others is how you
love God. That's it. That's the way of
love. That's the way of Jesus.”

purple.

Amidst the turmoil of change and pillars of the faith destroyed | was looking for-
ward to all the things we had dreamed about in the seminary. It was difficult for
others but the seminary had prepared us well for the changes that came. My semi-
nary education served me well for the first ten years of the priesthood. | then found
that there were things that | was lacking as these dreams and changes came into
reality. After | was ordained for ten years | went back to school. The diocese of
Trenton at the time had instituted a program with Princeton Theological Seminary,
a school in the Presbyterian tradition.

We had an excellent scripture preparation. It served me well. At the time however
we were complaining about a new professor, Father Raymond Brown who went on
to become the eminent scholar on St. John. It felt like sitting at the feet of a master.
However he felt we knew the twelve languages that he already knew. In hindsight it
was a terrific experience and has served me well in the many YEARS IN THE LIFE
OF A PRIEST.

LENTEN BIBLE GROUP

The Lenten Bible Group will be meeting on Mondays at 7:30 p.m. in the Seton
Room. In this Year of the Priest, we will be meeting for five successive Mondays
starting February 22 and exploring the role of the priest in salvation history and
how our share in Christ’s priesthood affects our everyday lives. For information
call or email Dr. Fay at 832-2162 or rosefay@ccsijn. __org.

LENTEN OFFERINGS

DVD Presentation — Discussion — Sundays after the 8:00 a.m. Mass — Office Cen-
ter. Fr. Bill is leading the discussions. He is willing to meet on weekday mornings
or evenings as well. Pick up a handout on the cabinet outside of the bathroom for
the dialogue after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. This week’s topic is LUMP. Next week the
topic is BULLHORN, copies of the suggested dialogue are in the Narthex. Ponder-
ing Pauses in the bulletin offers more thoughts for the following weekend. You will
also find a brief review in the bulletin. If you don’'t come to the dialogue you can
take one and read and use the questions for reflection.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MARCH 14, 2010

Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12/2 Cor 5:17-21/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47

Friday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16,
18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday: Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11
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SHARING GOD’'S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.

323 families
50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasure Responses,
11 Youth Responses

“The stewardship message in the parable of the prodigal son is that it is never too late
to become a good steward. Blessed is the elder brother who had been a good steward
all along, but blessed, too, is the prodigal, who had to lose all he had in order to under-
stand the value of what he’d been given.”

We love how the father treats the prodigal son. He gives him his inheritance without
much expression of disappointment. He welcomes him home and back into the family
by clothing him, giving back the family signet ring, and throwing him a party. It is good
to be the recipient, the one who receives forgiveness and unconditional love. It is good
when someone shares with you what you didn’t have to work for. However, we can
readily see the reaction of the elder son who has been the faithful and good steward.
There is an understandable miscarriage of justice here.

The difficulty in parables is that we tend to hear them as an allegory and not as a par-
able. In an allegory everything has a meaning. In a parable one is just trying to use a
story to teach a lesson. The lesson in this parable is forgiveness and God’s prodigal,
unconditional love. If the older son was at one with the father (God) there would also be
rejoicing but he is thinking about reward not the joy of one sinner returning. He is think-
ing of punishment as well.

With the Lord there is justice and plentiful redemption. The dilemma in this parable and
in stewardship is that we cannot see blessing as an opportunity to share. This is the
challenge of thinking like God and not like wo/men. If we did not focus on ourselves, our
needs and just rewards we could easily make this transition. If we didn’t need to horde
or deal with people who are out to mistreat us we could be open to stewardship, even
the stewardship of forgiveness. Should the gift of forgiveness be given only to those
who have been faithful? Forgiveness is also to be shared. That's one of the challenges
of stewardship.

, 1%

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For March 8, 2009 Weekly Averages
84 Weekly DONOFS ....cvvooo.. $2,215.00 JANUAIY ....coovieveeeee e $5,668.00
27 Monthly DONOS................... $3,137.00 December.......cccevvveeeeeiiieeieee, $6,022.00
LOOSE MONEY ... $140.00 NOVEMDET ...oovviis $5,771.00
Tl oo $5,492.00  OCIODEI-immivviiiis $5,795.00
September........cccceevveeiieenennn $5,590.00
21 Direct DEepOSit ............rvveerereee.. $910.00 AUQUSE .. $5,350.00
JUIY e $5,915.00
For March 7, 2010 JUNE..eiiiii e $4,950.00
87 Weekly DONOFS .....vccoor. $2,240.00 MaAY...evveeeiiree e $5,474.00
30 Monthly DONOrs................ $3670.00 APl $6,757.00
LOOSE MONEY ... $50.00 March ...oooovvinin, $6,133.00
LS $5,960.00  FEDMUAY oo $6,165.00
Weekly Need ..........ccoeeveenee. $7,034.00
19 Direct Deposit......cccccvveeeriiinnns $955.00
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

Office Angels
Monday, 3/15 D. Zigmantanis
Tuesday, 3/16 P. Sullivan
Wednesday, 3/17  E. Vigilante
Thursday, 3/18 B. Pannone

Grocery Cards
March 13 & 14

5:30 p.m. D. Hingos

8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn

10:30 a.m. F. Cook
March 20 & 21

5:30 p.m. E. McCabe

8:00 a.m. V, Santoro

10:30 a.m. R. McShane

Church Center Plant Watering

Week of 3/14 L. Feller
Week of 3/21 M. Cangelosi
Church Center Cleaning
March 19 Team D
March 26 Team E
Bulletin Transporters
March 19 L. Livoti
March 26 P. Nanna

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don’'t use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. There is a
picture of St. Mary’'s Church by the
basket. In February, we sent
$345.00 to St. Mary’s in Coeburn.
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou  t under forms.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S

If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check
off your request or information you want to communicate below.

[ ]Inewinthearea [ ]visitor [ ]planning to live in the area

[ ] parishioner [ ]former parishioner [ ]been in the area awhile
[ ]Jchangeof [ Jaddress [ ]Jemail [ ]phone number[ ]| marital
status

[ 1 wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct
deposit contributing

Easter Food Distribution

Pick (Thursday, March 25, 6:00 p.m.)
Pack (Friday, March 26, 7:00 p.m.)
Deliver (Saturday, March 27, 8:00 a.m.)

Questions? Call Earl Roberts: 908-832-2513
eroberts@ccsjn.org

Companions Ministry
Connxions Ministry

Vitality Coffee Help

Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/
Auction

Daffodil Sales
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