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Diocese of Metuchen 
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, 
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Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, retired 
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www.diometuchen.org 

 

Trustees: 
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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
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PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 

�	��	��
��������	���
��
First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
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Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
 
 

��	���#�	�������������
�

��������	��

����
	��	���		
����	���
��������������������������������	��������� ����	
���	����	��
	�������������������������	������
����� �����	
�������	��

�	��������������������	���

����������� 	
������	�����	�������������������������	������������ ����	
����	��	 �����
		
!�����"��#	��������������������	�"
�����"��#������� ���	
����	$����	�����������������������������	����%����� ���������	
&���	��'����	������������������������	���'��������� �����	
!������	�����	������������	
���������������������	
	

�

1 



 

 

��
��)��*������
�������+��
�	����
��
���
��

2 

�	������	��
�	��
Thursday, April 1 — Holy Thursday  

 4:30 p.m. Seder Meal Set Up (Church Center) 
 6:00 p.m. Seder Meal (Church Center) 
  No Quilting  
 8:00 p.m. Mass (Church Center) 
  Fast & Abstinence Begins  
 10:00 p.m. Keeping Vigil (Office Center) 

Friday, April 2 — Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion  

  Fast & Abstinence  
 12:00 p.m. Office Center Closes 
 1:00 p.m. Living Stations of the Cross (Church Center  
  Grounds) 
 2:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)  
 8:00 p.m. Service (Church Center) 

Saturday, April 3 — Holy Saturday  

 8:00 p.m. Mass (Church Center) 
  Fast & Abstinence Ends After Vigil 

Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday/Paving Our Yellow Brick 
  Road/Computer Recycling Starts  

 

Sunday, March 28 — Passion/Passion Sunday/Easter   
  Flower Intentions/Flower Pick-Up  

 9:15 a.m. Lenten Dialogue (Office Center) 
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center) 

Monday, March 29 — St. Armogastes  

 7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council General Education Meeting 
  (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Chrism Mass (Cathedral) 
 7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office 
  Center) 

Tuesday, March 30 —  St. Luke Huang Sok-tu  

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, March 31 — St. Joseph Chang-Chu-Gi  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 7:00 p.m. Living Stations Practice (Office Center)  
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April 1, 2, 3, 4 

Holy Thursday 8:00 p.m. 

Celebrant ................................................................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ...............................................................................................................K. Skuza 
Altar Server ............................................................................................. Malone Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ............................................................. B. Gates, J. Gardner,  
 ................................................................................ D. Torczon, D. Kelemen, D. Simila 

Good Friday 8:00 p.m. 

Celebrant ................................................................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lectors ...................................................................................... D. Rogers, M. Vincenzi 
Minister of the Eucharist ............................................................................ L. Gerristead 

Saturday Easter Vigil                                8:00 p.m. 

Celebrant ................................................................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lectors ............................................ M. Harrison, K. Kucharski, A. Sawczuk, M. Wickel 
Altar Server ............................................................................................. Rogers Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .............................................................. L. Garcia, B. Garcia,  
 ............................................................................... B. Harrison, M. Milko, R. Pojedinec 

Easter Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ................................................................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ....................................................................................................... C. Drzewiecki 
Altar Server ............................................................................................. Mastro Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ............................. M. MacKenzie, J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle 

Easter Sunday                            10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ................................................................................................ Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ........................................................................................................A. DeStefano  
Altar Server ............................................................................................. Stanski Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................................. B. Gerristead, L. Gerristead, 
 ..................................................................................... S. Janks, D. Lance, D. Torczon 

 
Tuesday, March 30 

 7:00 p.m. Frieda Philhower. req. 
  Germino Family 

Wednesday, March 31 

 9:30 a.m. Dorothy Kral req. Don & 
  Lynn Mergen  

Thursday, April 1 

 8:00 p.m. Sigmund DeHaas req. 
  Tim Barrow  

Saturday, April 3 

 8:00 p.m. Lawrence Best req.  
  Catholic Community of St. 
  John Neumann  

Sunday, April 4 

 8:00 a.m. Mary J. Ditzel req.  
  Catholic  Community of 
  St. John Neumann  
 10:30 a.m. Linnea Janks req.  
  Gertrude & Jay Heyman  



 

 

Remembered at Mass 
 

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The following 
will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  Vincent Freer — Doro-
thy Kral — Frieda Philhower — Margaret Sebestian — Jennifer Thi-
bault — Adam Altieri — Laura Tewskbury — David Thom pson — 
Kathryn Bauernfeind — Ernest Jandersit — Jeffrey St . Amour  

Irene Adams 
Eleanor Angeline 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Mary Bock 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Jerry Campbell 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Glorai Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Frank Ghiselli 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
 
 
 

Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Rolv Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Joseph Sterphone 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Phillip Sushko 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Laura Tewksbury and David Thompson , friends of the Malone fam-
ily; Kathryn Bauernfeind , mother of Steven Bauernfeind; Ernest Jandersit, father 
of Laurie Slinger, Jeffrey St. Amour , son of Alice St. Amour and brother of Sandy 
St. Amour Aaron.  May they  find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord 
and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from fam-
ily and friends. 

��	���
�,����������-��,+������
���$�.������

 

3 

PAVING THE WAY OF THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD  
Next Weekend 

Each month we get closer to Oz. Thanks to all who are so faithful to helping us 
meet our mortgage payments of $6,707.00 a month. We have done so much to 
bring us to this day. Last month 122 families gave $4,715.00 to meet our need.  
 

SHOW UP FOR THE TRIDUUM – PLAN NOW  
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil 

8:00 p.m. 

EASTER FLOWER INTENTIONS 
The collection after the communion of the Mass this weekend will be for Easter 
Flower Intentions.  You will find envelopes in your boxed set or on the table in the 
Narthex. 

JESUS EMPTIED HIMSELF 

“Why are you doing this?”  “The Master needs it!”  All of 
Jesus’ emptying out enabled him to become a human 
being so that human beings might become more like 
God.  Tested in the garden of Gethsemane and on the 
cross, Jesus lives the truth with God-filled determination 
– he set his face like flint.  Do we act with conviction, 
too?  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 & 8:00 MASSES  

Responsorial Psalm: 10:30 Mass: Breaking Bread #759  
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HOLY WEEK – SACRED TRIDUUM  
Lent really ends on Spy Wednesday of this week. Then we begin the Sacred Trid-
uum. The guidelines for eating during the Triduum is to abstain from meat and fast 
from eating in between meals from the Holy Thursday Service until after the Easter 
Vigil on Saturday. These three days are considered one service. We begin with a 
greeting on Holy Thursday and do not end with a dismissal. The dismissal does not 
come until after the Easter Vigil with the triple Alleluia. 
 

ELECT AND CANDIDATES FOR FULL COMMUNION  
Though we do not have any Elect to be baptized or candidates to receive into full 
communion this great celebration is being celebrated around the diocese and the 
world. Keep these people who enter into the Easter mysteries in prayer and close 
to your heart as they complete this journey. We welcome them in spirit if not in per-
son. 
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Saturday, February 20, 2010 
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Reflection:  10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish.  The statement “Members are 
recognized as gifted and called forth 
to use their gifts” was the topic.   Fa-
ther Bill was happy to inform the 
council that four new people showed 
up at the nursing home visit. 
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Continued on next page 

 

 

 

2010 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  
Saturday, March 27 5:30 p.m. Blessing of Palms  
  Procession (Carriage House) 
  Mass (Church Center) 
Sunday, March 28 — Passion/Palm Sunday  (Blessing and Distribution of Palms at all 
  Masses (Church Center) 
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 10:30 a.m. Mass 
Monday, March 29 7:30 p.m. Chrism Mass (Cathedral—Metuchen) 
Tuesday, March 30 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel) 
Wednesday March 31 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence Chapel) 
 7:00 p.m. Living Stations Practice (Office Center) 
 

SACRED TRIDUUM 
Thursday, April 1 — Holy Thursday  
 8:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Church Center) 
  Holy Land Collection 
 9:30 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. “Keeping Watch” (Office Center)
  Fast and Abstain until after Easter Vigil 
Friday, April 2 — Good Friday   — Passion and Death of the Lord 
 1:00 p.m. Living Stations of the Cross (Church Grounds) 
 8:00 p.m. Service (Church Center) 
  Holy Land Collection 
Saturday, April 3 — Holy Saturday  
  No 5:30 p.m. Mass  
 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil and Mass — End Fast — (Church 
  Center) 
Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday  
 8:00 a.m. Mass (Church Center) 
 10:30 a.m. Mass Church Center 

Sunday, March 28 

 6:20 p.m. Pick up Fr. Šimo 
 7:30 p.m. Lenten Penance  
  Service (Somerset) 

Monday, March 29 

 6:00 p.m. Dinner (Cathedral) 
 7:30 p.m. Chrism Mass  
  (Cathedral)  

Tuesday, March 30  

  Bulletin 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann  
  Residence)  

Wednesday, March 31 

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann  
  Residence) 

Thursday, April 1 

  6:00 p.m. Seder Meal 
 8:00 p.m. Mass (Church Center) 
 10:00 p.m. Keeping Vigil  

Friday, April 2 

 1:00 p.m. Living Stations of the 
  Cross (Grounds) 
 8:00 p.m. Service (Church  
  Center) 

Saturday, April 3 

  No 5:30 p.m. Mass 
 8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil  

Sunday, April 4 

  Hopping off to the  
  rabbit hole 
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Old and Continuing Items of Business: 
An invitation will be placed in the bulle-
tin.  The new member inquiry is sched-
uled for Monday March 29 7:00 p.m.   
Discernment will be held Monday April 
12.  Induction of the new members will 
be held Sunday, May 23 during the 
10:30 a.m. Mass. 
The Town Meeting was scheduled for 
Monday, May 3.  The topic will be 
Transition Preparedness – How do we 
want to present our parish? 
 
Pastor’s Items of Business 
Fr. Bill informed the council that inac-
tive members will be contacted pre-
ceded by a letter. 
Interviews are being conducted for a 
new maintenance person as well as an 
administrative assistant for religious 
education. 
 

NEW MEMBER RECRUIT-
MENT DATES: 

· General information meeting for 
those interested in Pastoral Coun-
cil Monday, March 29, 7:00 p.m. in 
Drexel Room 

· Pastoral Council Discernment 
April 12, 7:00 p.m., Drexel Room 
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SPRING CLEANUP 
April 24 - 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

It's that time of year when we take a day and try to get the church 
and grounds all cleaned up.  If you can help out for all or part of 
the day please fill out the sign-up sheet in the bulletin and drop it 
in the basket, mail it or drop it off at the office.  If you prefer you 
can go on line to sign up or just call Sharon Janks at the office 
908-832-2513, ext. 222.  Many hands make the work lighter and 

faster.  Lunch and drinks will be provided.  If you have any questions call the office. 
 

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP  
There will be a mandatory meeting for all participants on Sunday, April 18 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Church Center.  I would like to meet with all of the chaperones before-
hand at 6:30 p.m.  Necessary paperwork will be distributed and some will need to 
be completed that evening.  If you are unable to attend, please contact Mary Con-
nolly as soon as possible to make other arrangements at 537-2032 or mandmcon-
nolly@gmail.com. 
 

INQUIRY NIGHT FOR PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Are you considering joining the Pastoral Council?  Good News! 
It is time for the Pastoral Council annual recruitment. An informational meeting will 
be held on Monday March 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the Drexel Room of the Parish Office 
(enter the front door – go to the end of the short corridor, turn right and go to the 
very end of the long corridor). The role of the Pastoral Council will be discussed. 
There is no obligation, come and learn. 
If you are interested but cannot make the meeting call the Office or email 
(sjn@ccsjn.org) and let us know. 
 

WELCOME WAYNE INFUSINO 

Wayne Infusino  is our new Maintenance Person. He began on Monday, March 
15. We welcome his presence on our staff and look forward to working with him. 
He is part time but will be giving us a few more hours than were previously a part 
of the job description. He has been a member of the parish since 1987. He and his 
son Daniel live right across from the church on Gary Lane. 
We are happy to have Wayne aboard. 
 

WELCOME BACK TO FATHER ŠIMO  
It has not yet been confirmed (we keep missing each other on Skype with the time 
difference). He originally said he would be coming in on Saturday, March 27. He 
will be with us for Holy Week and Easter to help out the aging pastor. 
We are happy that he needs a vacation and has chosen to spend it with us. 
 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION ASSISTANT  
We are looking for a Part-Time administrative assistant and sacramental coordina-
tor for the Office of Catechesis. This position offers an average of 18  hours a 
week. Days and summer hours are flexible. If interested, please contact Dr. 
Rose Fay at 908-832-2162. 
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GENNESARET RETREAT 

The 37th Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously Ill will be help on May 14, 15, and 16 
2010. Due to the closure of the Vincentian Center, the May Retreat will be held at 
the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in Kearny, NJ. The retreat is designed to provide 
a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and women suffering with a serious illness. 

· Please let those who are seriously ill and those who work with them know of 
this retreat. 

· Pray for both the retreatants and those working in this ministry program. 

· One can assist by writing a short note of encouragement for the retreatant. 
This could come from school children as well as adults. Address it to “Dear 
Friend” and send it to Gennesaret at 11 Anton Place, Aberdeen, N.J. 07747 

· Consider sponsoring a retreatant. (The retreat is free for the retreatants; how-
ever the cost to Gennesaret, which is covered through donations, is $130 per 
person for meals and lodging. 

For further information or to participate in the retreat please contact Hilare Reinold 
at 732-566-7237 
 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 
April is the month when we look to collect old computers. Depending on make, 
model and condition some are updated and given to those in need and others are 
recycled. If you have recently replaced your computer and don’t know what to do 
with the old one, please consider dropping it off at the Carriage House during the 
month of April. (All hard drives are wiped regardless of whether the machine is 
rebuilt or recycled.) Windows P4 or Mac G4 or newer. In you have questions, call 
Earl at 908-832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org 
 

PROJECT EARTH GARDEN  
Anne Germino will need some assistance in our Project Earth Garden on April 11 
(weather permitting). If you can assist in making our garden grow, please  con-
tact her at 908-439-9335.  
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  
Tuesday, April 27, Wednesday April 28 and Friday Ap ril 30 

Our parish will be supporting Spruce Run Lutheran Church for the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network.  The Network provides temporary housing for families as well as 
individuals in need.  The guests will be at Spruce Run from Sunday April 18 
through Sunday May 2.  Saint Johns is responsible for Tuesday, April 27, Wednes-
day April 28  and Friday April 30.  Volunteers are needed for providing meals and/
or hospitality.  This is a great opportunity for service for families as well as individu-
als.  Look for sign up sheets in the bulletin and our website.  Please call Eileen 
Papson at 832-7290 with any questions.  Or email at   papson@comcast.net .   
Each of our 3 days we need: 

· 5:00- 8:00 p.m. hospitality 

· dinners 

· dessert 

· 8:00- 10:00 p.m. hospitality 

· 10:00 p.m.  - 7:00 a.m. overnight  (Friday overnight is until 8:00 a.m.) 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 
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RESPECT LIFE 
“Every child with Down syndrome, 
every adult with special needs, in fact 
every unwanted, unborn child, every 
person who is poor, weak, abandoned 
or homeless — each one of these per-
sons is an icon of God’s face and a 
vessel of his love.” Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput of Denver, October 
16 speech to Phoenix Catholic Physi-
cians’ Guild. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new 
parents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our 
community.  Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish 
office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization 
and Social Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Prepa-
ration Team to start the process, parents attend one prepara-
tion session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host Cou-

ples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day of 
Baptism as well. 
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the child into the 
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in 
the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – June 4 at 7:15 p.m.  The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y – May 14.  For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION  
All children preparing for First Eucharist are to meet in the Church Center for class 
and communion practice on Saturday, April 10 at 2:30 p.m. Note the start time is 
an hour earlier and pickup will be at 5:00 p.m. as usual. 
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“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Focus:  Holy Week Journey  
 “Jesus models for us a pathway of humility.” 
 
Scripture : Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commend 
 my spirit"; and when he had said this he breathed his last. 

Luke 22: 14 - 23: 56 
 

Reflection:  What part of the passion story strikes you most vividly?  What suffer-
ing people did you think of during the reading of the Passion?  When 
have you felt like the description of Jesus in today’s readings?  

 
Song:  “O Sacred Head Surrounded” #155 
 
Story:  The woman who hid Anne Frank 
 
One of the great and largely unsung heroes of the Second World War passed 
away a few weeks ago. 

 

CONFIRMANDI SEDER 
MEAL 

Thursday, April 1, 6:00 p.m.,  
Church Center 

A Seder Meal for all confirmandi and 
their catechists will be celebrated on 
Holy Thursday, April 1 at 6:00 p.m. All 
confirmandi should arrive by 5:45 p.m. 
Families of the confirmandi should join 
their child to celebrate the Holy Thurs-
day liturgy at 8:00 p.m. 
 

LIVING STATIONS OF THE 
CROSS 

Confirmandi enacting the Stations of 
the Cross will meet for practice on 
Wednesday evening, March 31 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Drexel Room of the Office 
Center and at noon on Good Friday, 
April 2 in the Church Center. All other 
confirmandi and their families are ex-
pected to attend the Living Stations at 
1:00 p.m. on Good Friday. 
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OPERATION RICE BOWL  
This week we walk with Jesus through 
his passion, death, and resurrection. 
We begin to experience the sacrifice 
he made for us and how we are also 
called to give our life for others. 
Catholic Relief Services’ Operation 
Rice Bowl has helped us walk with our 
sisters and brothers who daily take up 
the cross of poverty. Through prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving we unite our-
selves in the one human family that is 
God’s creation. 
Operation Rice bowl donations may 
be dropped off in the Narthex collec-
tion box or brought to classes on April 
11 or 17. 

Miep Gies died at her home in Amsterdam.  She celebrated her 100th birthday in 
2009.  You may not recognize the name of Miep Gies, but because of her, the 
world came to know the heartbreaking but inspiring story of Anne Frank. 
 

Miep Gies, her husband and four others, defied the Nazis occupying Amsterdam to 
hide Anne Frank and her family for two years.  Miep, a Christian, worked as secre-
tary to Otto Frank, a Jewish spice merchant in Amsterdam.  Miep provided food, 
books, clothing - and emotional support - to the Frank family while they hid in the 
secret annex behind the canal warehouse.  The Gieses faced certain exportation - 
or worse - if their deception had become known. 
 

After the secret annex was discovered by the Nazis and the Franks were sent to 
concentration camps, Miep gathered up what family papers and belongings she 
could, including 13-year-old Anne's diary.  She hid them and returned them to 
Anne's father after the war.  Otto Frank was the only member of his family to sur-
vive the Holocaust.   
 

After Anne's diary was published, Miep Gies remained deeply committed to telling 
the message of Anne's story.  Honored by the governments of Israel and Germany 
and the Netherlands, Mrs. Gies deflected attention from herself and what she had 
done. 
 

"I am not a hero," she wrote in her memoir, Anne Frank Remembered. "I stand at 
the edge of a long line of good Dutch people who did what I did and more - much 
more - during those dark and terrible time years ago, but always like yesterday in 
the heart of those of us who bear witness. 
 

"Imagine young people would grow up with the feeling that you have to be a hero 
to do your human duty.  I am afraid nobody would ever help other people, because 
who is a hero?  I was not.  I was just an ordinary housewife and secretary." 
Years later, after finally reading Anne's diary, Miep Gies wrote: 
 

"The emptiness of my heart was eased.  So much has been lost, but now Anne's 
voice would never be lost.  My young friend left a remarkable legacy to the world.  
But always, every day of my life, I wished that things had been different.  That even 
had Anne's diary been lost to the world, Anne and the others might somehow have 
been saved.  Not a day goes by that I do not grieve for them." 
��
Today we happily welcome Jesus as "king" with Hosannas and palm branches - 
but where will we stand on Friday?  How readily will we identify ourselves with the 
condemned Christ?  How willing will we be to take his cross on our shoulders?  
Will our faith wither as quickly as these branches will tomorrow?  This Passion 
Sunday confronts us with the hard, uncomfortable and discomforting demands of 
the Crucified Jesus' Gospel.  Do we realize the faith we claim in these branches?  
Are we willing to take on the consequences of proclaiming Jesus as our "king," as 
God's promised "Messiah"?  Miep Gies and "the long line" of brave, good, unher-
alded men and woman like her have understood the demands of such faith and 
have been willing to "crucify" their own safety for the cause of justice and right-
eousness, to embrace the attitude of the Jesus, the Suffering Servant, for the sake 
of the God's own.  On this Sunday of the Lord's Passion, may we embrace the faith 
- in all its demands and challenges - that we express in these branches of palm.   

 
Connections, March  2010 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 
 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 

IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 

SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

CONNXIONS 
Connections are important in everyone’s life. We form relationships with 
family and friends. Gravesites remind us of our connections to those 
who have gone before us, and relics and writings connect us to saintly 
people in our Church. Without renewed connections we often float away 
from family, friends and Church. Our Connxions ministry seeks to assist 
our parishioners in establishing and maintaining connections within our 

faith community. 
We are seeking an individual or couple to work on our Connxions team. The peo-
ple in this ministry meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month except December. 
The work involves the exploration of ways to bring people together in a community 
dedicated to empowering people to live in accord with the Gospel message. 
Please consider joining this ministry to strengthen our Christian bonds. 
If you can’t make a commitment to join us once a month, please consider volun-
teering to be a companion to a new parishioner or family joining our parish. Com-
panions keep in contact with those new to our parish and extend an invitation to 
join in our liturgical and social activities where possible. 
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer 
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email 
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org. 
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS 
Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each 
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries. 
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Leviticus 

Holy Week or now more specifically the Sacred Triduum has 
always held a special place in my heart and life. There was a 
life-sized crucifix in the church of my youth that was very close 
to the altar railing and at normal height. You could reach out 
and touch it. Good Friday then became the initial focus of Holy 
Week for me. Trying to keep silence from twelve to three was 
always a goal never achieved. The procession and Repository 

of Holy Thursday with the accompany keeping of Vigil the whole night was the sec-
ond drawing force. I even had an altar at home. I also remember the year that the 
priest could not get the side altar tabernacle open and had to send out for a screw 
driver to force it. If I had belonged to the Polish parish I would have a much 
grander experience of the repository, with the statue of the dead body of Jesus 
surrounded by the spring plants that the children carried in procession (but our 
experience was not so colorful). 
Then I got hooked on the Vigil. When I was a kid the Vigil started around 6:30 on 
Saturday morning. When I was in 7th or 8th grade the new curate had me as one of 
the cantors for the Litany of the Saints. When I was in high school I would go on 
my own, not serving. One year I forgot to bring a jar for the Easter water and so left 
the service and ran to my grandmother’s house that was a quarter of a mile away 
for a jar. When the Vigil was that early it afforded the Polish priests the opportunity 
to go around to the homes in the parish and bless the food that could be eaten 
after the noon bell. Later people brought the baskets of food to the church. 
My years in the seminary deepened my appreciation for the Triduum and espe-
cially the Easter Vigil. As a deacon we went out to local parishes to participate in 
the Vigil. The real challenge was to sing the Exsultet which I was never good 
enough to do. Even as a priest I would make it up as I went along because I would 
get off on the wrong note. Most of the time people didn’t know unless I went flat. 
It was always a real challenge to train the altar boys for the Scared Triduum rites, 
especially when another priest was the celebrant and you didn’t know what he 
would do. The Vigil in those days did not have baptisms or the rite of full commun-
ion into the church but the service was very long. One of my most memorable vigils 
was the one in which I had a slide show for the readings. I think it shocked some of 
the people and indeed the pastor that wondered why the Mass was taking so long. 
It was my swan song and I knew it. 
I think that the development of the Easter Vigil reached its zenith here at St. John’s 
when we had our own church and property enough to have a real fire. We didn’t 
know you needed a fire permit and had to notify the fire company even with one. 
We had company that first year. Several fire trucks came up the drive. Thank God I 
was already inside but they made quite a spectacle with lights and noise. It hap-
pened again even when we had a permit but did not know we had to notify the dis-
patcher. We have had great fires - hot and spectacular from the sparks that rose 
from the pit. One year Father Šimo even got burnt right through the vestments. The 
second year that we were in the church we had the first of great baptisms. We had 
three ladies who chose to be baptized by submersion. That was the origin of our 
“hot tub” baptismal font constructed by Jim Ambrosky. We have had some marvel-
ous celebrations especially with the music and Neil McDonald singing the Exsultet 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
On AFV (America’s Funniest Videos) 
there is one that is played time and 
again. It is a little boy jumping in pud-
dles of water, as little children are wont 
to do. He jumps in two and splatters 
the water but the third one is not a pud-
dle but a hole. He sinks right in to his 
amazement, consternation and maybe 
even tears. 
A classic image of a gentleman throw-
ing his coat on a puddle so the lady 
doesn’t get dirty comes to my mind. I 
can just image the lady falling into a 
hole rather than being protected from 
the mud. 
The custom of the man walking with a 
lady is that the gentleman is to walk on 
the outside, the street side. The point 
was to protect her again from the horse 
or horseless traffic and not to get splat-
tered. Today it is just the opposite. The 
gentleman walks on the inside to pro-
tect the lady from muggers jumping out 
from the shadows of an alley. 
Sometimes our customs change. Other 
times we find ourselves doing things 
that have no meaning to the present. 
We seek answers and explanations 
and at times it is just what it is. As 
Groucho Marx said, “Sometimes a ci-
gar is just a cigar.” There is no rhyme 
or reason for it. On the other hand kids 
jump in puddles or large piles of leaves 
just because they are there. There is 
no custom, no rules of chivalry, and no 
manners to some of the things we do. 
There is a recent theory that people are 
religious because of a certain gene in 
their DNA. There is the age old conun-
drum about why we are the way we 
are. Sociologists have gone from inher-
ent dispositions to family of origin, to 
environment, to people in our lives who 
make us what we are. If our genes de-
termine if we are religious or not what 
does that do to free will? Maybe that is 
the way to look at lack of responsibility 
or entitlement. Flip Wilson used to say, 
“The Devil made me do it.” Can we 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 
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and the canticle from Exodus. I was really saddened when I was not able to cele-
brate last year because of the herniated disc. 
Somehow for me in this Year of the Priest I reflect on finding the most meaning 
and expression of the priesthood being surrounded with the community celebrating 
the source and center of our faith during the Triduum but more importantly the 
Vigil. The most gratifying aspect was to grow into the reality of celebrating not the 
history but the mystery. This has made the difference between ritual and celebrat-
ing something most profound and deep. “If we have died with Christ, we will live 
with Christ.” For me this is the heart of THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST.  
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ST. PATRICK’S DINNER THANKS  
Thanks to all who once again made the St. Patrick's Dinner a success.  We made 
approximately $3,200.00 after expenses for this fundraiser.  We tried something 
new with the desserts and it worked out well.  As usual our cooks are amazing. 
We'd like to thank everyone who helped in any way and if your name is not listed 
we apologize but please know that your help was still very much appreciated. And 
a special thank you to Colillo Shop-Rite in Clinton who donate much of the mak-
ings for the Irish Soda Bread and to Fran and Arminda Barbone for the salad and 
salad dressing donation.   
Thank You to Our Entertainment: Mike Griffin, Bernadette Andrejco, and Steve 
Carroll; To our Cooks and Kitchen Crew:  Jim and Dawn Simila, Pete and Mary 
Cangelosi, Fran and Arminda Barbone, Tony DiPasquale, Mo and Kevin Bilicki; 
Soda Bread: Ellen Vigilante, Lori Keker, Collette and Anna Evanko, Meghan 
Fortenbacher, France Kennedy, Sharon Janks, JoAnn Murray; Dessert Makers: 
Ellen Vigilante, JoAnn Jarvis, Mike and Mary Mastro, Jane Klawuun, Alicia Dalpe, 
Debbie Hunt, Judy Bilicki; Servers and Bus Persons: Lisa DiPasquale, Josh 
Geerinck, James Kennedy, Rosemary Glennon, Bryna Parker, 
Elissa Verso, Jane Compton, Cathy and Tom Bennett; Set Up: Ellen Vigilante, 
JoAnn Murray, Diane and Bob Sobey, Dawn and Sam Simila, France Kennedy, 
Sharon Janks, Collette and Anna Evanko, Meghan Fortenbacher; Clean Up: The 
Kitchen Crew, The Servers, The Bus Persons, France Kennedy, Jim and 
JoAnn Murray, Jim and Ellen Vigilanti, Sharon and Alan Janks, all those who 
pitched in at the end of the night. 
 

EASTER FLOWER ORDERS 
Pick Up This Weekend 

If you ordered Easter flowers, please pick up your order this weekend after 
Masses.  
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 23 families  purchase Shop-Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last weekend, 
for a total of $2,825.00 with $141.25 going to St. Mary’s.  Stop after Mass on the 
weekends or come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and 
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  Thanks to the volunteers who are willing to 
stay a few minutes after Mass to sell these cards and all who use them to shop. 

also say, “The Lord made me do it?” 
This a way out for mothers who usually 
get blamed for everything that happens 
in a person’s life. 
If this is the case then what do we do 
with Marx’s (not Groucho – Karl) the 
“religion is the opiate of the people?” Is 
that a bad gene – a gene that has not 
developed - and is it passed on from 
one generation to another? Can we 
achieve genetic engineering that will 
assure that people are religious? Are 
things by happenstance, engineered by 
a god, created by the copulation of two 
people or now up to what we can do to 
genes? The theology and the morality 
that this entails become very challeng-
ing. It takes all the fun out of jumping 
into a puddle and taking the change 
that we might disappear with Alice 
down a hole. It may indeed challenge 
our whole idea of manners and what is 
correct, polite and acceptable. 
My approach is that all of these theo-
ries, suggestions and inquires are 
about propensity. Like the color of our 
hair and eyes. There are genetic indica-
tors, rules of generations being 
skipped, and even urban legends or old 
wives tales that we use to in fact some-
times convince a child that they are that 
way because. . . We can change the 
color of our hair (“to see if blondes have 
more fun”), and even change the color 
of our eyes with lenses. There are 
some things that we cannot change 
except our approach to them. We may 
not have the free will we desire but we 
have a say. All of these things come 
together in the mystery of the individual 
and the human race. We are unique, 
mysteries to be delved, marvels to be 
enjoyed. Approach each other and 
yourself in wonder and awe. Some-
times take a chance and jump into a 
puddle. Sometimes surprise another by 
doing something nice just because not 
because it is what the law demands. 
Live and act as an individual loved by 
God as you are! May you find the won-
der and surprise of Alice’s hole and 
“sometimes believe as many as six 
impossible things before breakfast.” 
Lewis Carroll, Alice in Wonderland.  

PONDERING PAUSES, CONT. 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 3/29 J. Santoro  
Tuesday, 3/30 Angel Needed    
Wednesday, 3/31 L. Gerristead  
Thursday, 4/1 ������������	�	 		 
 

Grocery Cards 
March 27 & 28 

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti  
8:00 a.m. Help Needed  
10:30 a.m. R. DeStefano 

April 3 & 4 
8:00 p.m. D. Hingos  
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski 
10:30 a.m. V. Hoffart 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 3/28 L. Livoti 
Week of 4/4 T. Menzie 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
April 2 Team A 
April 9 Team B 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
April 2 L. & H. Patterson 
April 9 P. Dattler 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent and   
Treasure as a way of life.   

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasure   
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

In the Gospel story of the first Palm Sunday, we hear that the owners of the ass had only to 
be told, “The Master has need of it,” to give the animal gladly. Do I give as readily to the 
Lord’s work? (See Luke 19:3) 
Sometimes we assume that if someone needs something they will ask. Well, very appropri-
ately to today’s quote if we assume it makes an “ass” out of “u” and “me.” 
In the seminary we ate at tables that were changed several times during the year so that we 
ate with different people from different classes so that we could get to know each other at 
talking meals. Most of our meals were silent meals with a reading from a book filling the si-
lence and clatter of plates and silverware. In the major seminary there would also be the 
giving of sermons (now homilies) during the silent meals. The House Doctor thought that 
was the cause of so many having ulcers. If the presenter was having a rough time we empa-
thized with him or thought of ourselves in this predicament and so were not relaxing while we 
were eating. The reason for this description is to say that we were instructed to anticipate 
each other’s needs so that we did not have to speak them. If you knew your tablemate used 
salt or pepper you should pass it before being asked, etc. Anticipating the needs of another 
was also very good training. 
We don’t always know each others’ needs or even what to give someone when we are giving 
gifts. We have to listen to what they like, need, or desire. Likewise we can’t expect another to 
read our minds. We need to speak up. The matter in stewardship is that we all have needs 
and if we can help without reading minds we should respond in sharing whether that is antici-
patory, listening, or observing. 
Sometimes we want others to crawl and beg before we throw them a piece of bread or cup 
of water. Jesus’ need for the donkey (ass) was not just to journey into Jerusalem in style but 
to fulfill the prophecy and the traditional was for the prophet (the anawim – the open one) to 
enter the city in a symbolic way. Notice it is not on a horse, a steed but on a simple donkey. 
His needs are simple but he still has needs. As you follow the history and above all the mys-
tery of this week observe the needs that Jesus has and how people respond to them. In 
good stewardship how do you set a way for meeting the needs of others and in so doing 
meet the needs of Christ who is in each one of us, especially those in need? 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

For March 22, 2009 
93 Weekly Donors ..................... $2,687.00 
15 Monthly Donors ..................... $1,895.00 
Loose Money ................................ $108.00 
Total .......................................... $4,690.00 
63 CRS/Missions ...................... $1,134.00 
21 Direct Deposit .......................... $910.00 

 
For March 21, 2010 

67 Weekly Donors ..................... $1,863.00 
39 Monthly Donors ...................... $3705.00 
Loose Money .................................. $27.00 
Total .......................................... $5,595.00 
52 CRS/Missions ......................... $778.00 
19 Direct Deposit .......................... $955.00 

Weekly Averages 
January ................................... $5,668.00 
December ............................... $6,022.00 
November ............................... $5,771.00 
October ................................... $5,795.00 
September .............................. $5,590.00 
August .................................... $5,350.00 
July ......................................... $5,915.00 
June ........................................ $4,950.00 
May ......................................... $5,474.00 
April ........................................ $6,757.00 
March ..................................... $6,133.00 
February ................................. $6,165.00 
Weekly Need ......................... $7,034.00  

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. Last week-
end, 23 families bought gift cards 
for a total of $2,825.00  with $141.25 
going to St. Mary’s.  St. Mary’s in 
Coeburn.  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� Spring Clean –Up  
�
�� Companions Ministry  
�
�� Connxions Ministry  
�
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
�
�� Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/ Auction  
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 

�� Interfaith Hospitality Network  
�� 5:00-8:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dinner (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dessert (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� 8:00-10:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Overnight Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 

 

Questions? Call Eileen Papson: 908-832-7290 
papson@comcast.net 


