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Diocese of Metuchen 
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, 

Bishop 
Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, retired 

Bishop 
www.diometuchen.org 

 

Trustees: 
Mary Connolly 

Lyle Garcia 
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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
����

�	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
����������� ���
PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
�

����
����	���
����
����	���
����
����	���
����
����	���
� ���
Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
 
 

���������	���
�

Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
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Tuesday, April 6 

 7:00 p.m. No Mass 

Wednesday, April 7 

 9:30 a.m. No Mass  

Friday, April 9 

 7:00 a.m. No Mass  

Saturday, April 10  

 5:30 p.m. Thomas Woodford req. 
  Grant Family  

Sunday, April 11 

 8:00 a.m. Mary Nee req. Janks 
  Family 
 10:30 a.m. Joseph Ford req. Janks 
  Family 
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Sunday, April 4 

  Dinner (Away) 

Monday, April 5 

  Office Closed 
  Recuperation 

Tuesday, April 6  

  Touring America  
  No Mass  

Wednesday, April 7 

  No Mass  

Friday, April 9 

  No Mass 

Saturday, April 10 

 1:00 p.m. Eagle Scout Award (Zion Lutheran) 
 6:00 p.m. Airport Run 

Sunday, April 11 

 10:30 a.m. Baptism (Church Center) 
 
 

Sunday, April 4 — Easter Sunday/Paving Our Yellow Brick  
   Road/Computer Recycling Starts  

Monday, April 5 — Monday in the Octave of Easter  

  Office Center Closed  

Tuesday, April 6 —  Tuesday in the Octave of Easter  

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
  No Mass  

Wednesday, April 7 — Wednesday in the Octave of Easter  

  No Mass  
 7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board (Office  
  Center) 

Thursday, April 8 — Thursday in the Octave of Easter  

 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, February April 9  — Friday in the Octave of Easter  

  No Mass  
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)  

Saturday, April 10 — Saturday in the Octave of Easter  

 2:30 p.m. First Eucharist Session 5 (Church Center)  

Sunday, April 11 — Second Sunday of Easter  

 9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View) 
 9:00 a.m. Family Faith Day—Grade 4 (Valley View) 
 10:30 a.m. Baptism—Sieber (Church Center) 
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) 
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April 10 & 11 

Saturday                                5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ................................................................................................ C. Drzewiecki 
Altar Server ........................................................................................... F. Kennedy 
Ministers of the Eucharist ...................................................... D. Lance, J. Gardner,  
 ............................................................................... J. Simila, D. Simila, D. Torczon  

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ........................................................................................................ C. Bitters 
Altar Server ....................................................................................... Mastro Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................. J. Klawunn, T. Klawunn, B. Minick 

Sunday                                      Baptism—Sieber  10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ....................................................................................................... M. Wickel  
Altar Server .......................................................................................... Hunt Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................... C. Zelesny, W. Zelesny 
 ......................................................................... R. Martalus, B. Martalus, R. Wickel 



 

 

Remembered at Mass 
 

We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The 
following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  — Margaret Se-

bestian — Jennifer Thibault — Adam Altieri — Laura Tewskbury — David 
Thompson — Kathryn Bauernfeind — Ernest Jandersit —  Jeffrey St. Amour — 
Frank Ghiselli — Pat Mansfield  

Irene Adams 
Eleanor Angeline 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Mary Bock 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Jerry Campbell 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Olga Charkut 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Glorai Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
 
 
 

Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Rolv Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Joseph Sterphone 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Phillip Sushko 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Frank Ghiselli , father of Dana Wilson and Pam Stewart; Pat Mansfield , aunt of 
Bill Harrison.  May they  find peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their 
families find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends. 
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PAVING THE WAY OF THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD  
This Weekend 

Each month we get closer to Oz. Thanks to all who are so faithful to helping us 
meet our mortgage payments of $6,707.00 a month. We have done so much to 
bring us to this day. Last month 122 families gave $4,715.00 to meet our need. 
 

AID TO CHURCH IN EASTERN/CENTRAL EUROPE  
April 17-18 

The great needs of the church in Central and Eastern Europe were recognized 
more than two decades ago with the fall of communism, and they still remain.  In 
most parts of the region, the Church cannot yet support its own renewal and 
growth.  Please be generous is your support of this collection. 
 

COLLECTION FOR RETIRED PRIESTS 
Next Weekend 

The  collection after the communion of the Mass next weekend will be for the new 
diocesan collection to support our retired priests.  Please read the letter from 
Bishop Bootkoski in this bulletin for more information and please be generous. 

THREE IN ONE 
We celebrate our Three-in-One God, our Creator God, Risen Son, 
Holy Spirit. Every creature leads to and grows from Christ’s resur-
rection. Easter changes forever the trinitarian God’s place in all 
creation, including ours. If we say “Amen” to Christ risen, we are 
adopted into God’s own family. If we accept Christ as the way, the 
truth, and the life, we win the wonderful consequences. Alleluia! 
He is risen as he said! Alleluia! 

Easter Sunday, Year C. Illustration © 2000 M. Erspamer, OSB. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 
2000, OCP. All rights reserved. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 & 8:00 MASSES  

Responsorial Psalm: 10:30 Mass: Breaking Bread # 81 9 

A c t s 
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OFFICE CLOSED 

The Office Center will be closed on Monday, April 5.  It will reopen on Tuesday, 
April 6. 
 

NO WEEKDAY MASSES  
There will not be any weekday Masses this week.  Weekday Masses will resume 
on Tuesday, April 13. 
 

SPRING CLEANUP 
April 24 - 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

It's that time of year when we take a day and try to get the 
church and grounds all cleaned up.  If you can help out for 
all or part of the day please fill out the sign-up sheet in the 
bulletin and drop it in the basket, mail it or drop it off at the 
office.  If you prefer you can go on line to sign up or just 
call Sharon Janks at the office 908-832-2513, ext. 
222.  Many hands make the work lighter and 
faster.  Lunch and drinks will be provided.  If you have any 

questions call the office. 
 

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP  
Meeting: Sunday, April 18, 7:00 p.m., Church Center  

There will be a mandatory meeting for all participants on Sunday, April 18 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Church Center.  I would like to meet with all of the chaperones before-
hand at 6:30 p.m.  Necessary paperwork will be distributed and some will need to 
be completed that evening.  If you are unable to attend, please contact Mary Con-
nolly as soon as possible to make other arrangements at 537-2032 or mandmcon-
nolly@gmail.com. 
 

WELCOME WAYNE INFUSINO 

Wayne Infusino  is our new Maintenance Person. He began on Monday, March 
15. We welcome his presence on our staff and look forward to working with him. 
He is part time but will be giving us a few more hours than were previously a part 
of the job description. He has been a member of the parish since 1987. He and his 
son Daniel live right across from the church on Gary Lane. 
We are happy to have Wayne aboard. 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL DISCERNMENT  
Only one person came to the Pastoral Council informational meeting last Monday.  
If you’ve thought about joining the Pastoral Council in the past, please reconsider.  
And if you haven’t considered joining, maybe now it the time to find out more.   
We will be holding a Discernment Night on Monday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Office Center.  There is no obligation, come and learn, even if you did not attend 
the March 29 informational meeting. 
If you are interested but cannot make the meeting call the Office or email 
(sjn@ccsjn.org) and let us know or speak to a Pastoral Council member. 
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

 
Opening Prayer: Mike Mastro 
 
Present:  Father Bill, Pam Casserly, 
John Cole, Kevin Dean, Bill Harrison, 
Roger Malone, Mike Mastro, Eileen 
Papson, Marilyn Wickel 
 
Reflection : 10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish #6, the statement: ”Faith is Nur-
tured” was discussed. It was noted 
that Staff and the Property Manage-
ment Committee have closing prayer 
and questions for discussion at each 
of their meetings. The Pastoral Coun-
cil does this as well. While it is evident 
that faith is nurtured in our parish, 
there is always room for improvement. 
 
Committee Meeting:  Fundraising 
Committee will be rescheduled for 
April. Social Ministry will be asked to 
attend our May meeting. 
 
Old and Continuing Business : 
New Member Recruitment/Vitality 
Coffee Feedback  – There was a good 
turnout for the coffee with 5 possibili-
ties for new members. The possibility 
of having a different set up in the nar-
thex or not having the coffee at the 
same Mass as the children’s liturgy 
due to space constraints was dis-
cussed. 
Information night will be Monday, 
March 29.  Discernment will be Mon-
day, April 12. Induction of new mem-
bers will take place Sunday, May 23 
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
Town Meeting  is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 3. The tentative topic will be 
Transition Preparedness/Mapping the 
Yellow Brick Road. Father Bill will ask 
Mary Connolly, Lyle Garcia, Jim De-
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Continued on next page 



 

 

GENNESARET RETREAT 
The 37th Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously Ill will be help on May 14, 15, and 16 
2010. Due to the closure of the Vincentian Center, the May Retreat will be held at 
the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in Kearny, NJ. The retreat is designed to provide 
a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and women suffering with a serious illness. 

· Please let those who are seriously ill and those who work with them know of 
this retreat. 

· Pray for both the retreatants and those working in this ministry program. 

· One can assist by writing a short note of encouragement for the retreatant. 
This could come from school children as well as adults. Address it to “Dear 
Friend” and send it to Gennesaret at 11 Anton Place, Aberdeen, N.J. 07747 

· Consider sponsoring a retreatant. (The retreat is free for the retreatants; how-
ever the cost to Gennesaret, which is covered through donations, is $130 per 
person for meals and lodging. 

For further information or to participate in the retreat please contact Hilare Reinold 
at 732-566-7237 
 

DAFFODIL THANKS  
Thanks to all those who supported our effort to raise funds in support of the Ameri-
can Cancer Society by purchasing daffodils this past week A special thanks to 
Debbie Keleman , Mike Mastro and Laurie Ann Williams for giving of their time 
to sell.  
 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 
April is the month when we look to collect old computers. Depending on make, 
model and condition some are updated and given to those in need and others are 
recycled. If you have recently replaced your computer and don’t know what to do 
with the old one, please consider dropping it off at the Carriage House during the 
month of April. (All hard drives are wiped regardless of whether the machine is 
rebuilt or recycled.) Windows P4 or Mac G4 or newer. In you have questions, call 
Earl at 908-832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org 
 

SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN  

It is not too late to volunteer! Call Anne Germino 908-343-1618 if you are inter-
ested in participating in this expanded ministry as  a substitute or provider of 
prepared food.  

Monday, April 12 
 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup 
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, April 12 . We will need hot casse-
roles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please 
call Anne Germino at 908-343-1618 .  All items must be at the Office Center by 
10:00 a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues 
to grow in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting in-
volved but figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist 
in this monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry. 
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Vito, and Marilyn Wickel to speak at 
the Town Meeting. 
 
It was decided to form a subcommittee 
to archive vitally important historical 
Pastoral Council data.  Anyone with 
electronic documents relating to the 
pastoral is asked to send them to Pam 
Casserly. 
 
Calendar : A meeting calendar was 
generated for the upcoming year. 
 
Pastor’s Corner : Father Bill informed 
us that Wayne Infusino has been hired 
for maintenance and will be fixing the 
drain in the kitchen. 
 
Closing Prayer : Mike Mastro 
 
Next Meeting : Monday, April 19, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 
 

NEW MEMBER RECRUIT-
MENT DATES: 

· Pastoral Council Discernment 
April 12, 7:00 p.m., Drexel Room 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME VISIT  
Thursday, April 15, 10:00 a.m., Little Brook N. H. 

Nursing home residents are usually senior citizens who are fragile. Most have wrin-
kled faces, sometimes are wheelchair-bound and generally need special care. 
They are a group of people who have lost their attractiveness in the eyes of soci-
ety, and so many are lonely. This is why in Christian charity we visit nursing 
homes. Can you help to light up a life? 
Our next monthly visit to Little Brook Nursing Home will take place on Thursday, 
April 15 from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  Please consider joining us and spending some 
time with the residents - they really look forward to our visits.  Children are always 
welcome!!  If you would like to provide a snack or if you woul d like more in-
formation, please call Nancy DuBeau at 832-7548. 
 

PROJECT EARTH GARDEN  
Anne Germino will need some assistance in our Project Earth Garden on April 11 
(weather permitting). If you can assist in making our garden grow, please  con-
tact her at 908-439-9335.  
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  
Tuesday, April 27, Wednesday April 28 and Friday Ap ril 30 

Our parish will be supporting Spruce Run Lutheran 
Church for the Interfaith Hospitality Network.  The Net-
work provides temporary housing for families as well as 
individuals in need.  The guests will be at Spruce Run 
from Sunday April 18 through Sunday May 2.  Saint 
Johns is responsible for Tuesday, April 27, Wednesday 
April 28  and Friday April 30.  Volunteers are needed for 
providing meals and/or hospitality.  This is a great oppor-
tunity for service for families as well as individuals.  Look 

for sign up sheets in the bulletin and our website.  Please call Eileen Papson at 
832-7290 with any questions.  Or email at  papson@c omcast.net .   
Each of our 3 days we need: 

· 5:00- 8:00 p.m. hospitality 

· dinners 

· dessert 

· 8:00- 10:00 p.m. hospitality 

· 10:00 p.m.  - 7:00 a.m. overnight  (Friday overnight is until 8:00 a.m.) 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using 
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations 
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house, they 
are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – website 
www.rvhabitat.org  



 

 

2
�-��
�
�3�

7 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DINNER THANKS  
Thanks to all who once again made the St. Patrick's Dinner a success.  We made 
approximately $3,200.00 after expenses for this fundraiser.  We tried something 
new with the desserts and it worked out well.  As usual our cooks are amazing. 
We'd like to thank everyone who helped in any way and if your name is not listed 
we apologize but please know that your help was still very much appreciated. And 
a special thank you to Colillo Shop-Rite in Clinton who donate much of the mak-
ings for the Irish Soda Bread and to Fran and Arminda Barbone for the salad and 
salad dressing donation.   
Thank You to Our Entertainment: Mike Griffin, Bernadette Andrejco, and Steve 
Carroll; To our Cooks and Kitchen Crew:  Jim and Dawn Simila, Pete and Mary 
Cangelosi, Fran and Arminda Barbone, Tony DiPasquale, Mo and Kevin Bilicki; 
Soda Bread: Ellen Vigilante, Lori Keker, Collette and Anna Evanko, Meghan 
Fortenbacher, France Kennedy, Sharon Janks, JoAnn Murray; Dessert Makers: 
Ellen Vigilante, JoAnn Jarvis, Mike and Mary Mastro, Jane Klawuun, Alicia Dalpe, 
Debbie Hunt, Judy Bilicki; Servers and Bus Persons: Lisa DiPasquale, Josh 
Geerinck, James Kennedy, Rosemary Glennon, Bryna Parker, 
Elissa Verso, Jane Compton, Cathy and Tom Bennett; Set Up: Ellen Vigilante, 
JoAnn Murray, Diane and Bob Sobey, Dawn and Sam Simila, France Kennedy, 
Sharon Janks, Collette and Anna Evanko, Meghan Fortenbacher; Clean Up: The 
Kitchen Crew, The Servers, The Bus Persons, France Kennedy, Jim and 
JoAnn Murray, Jim and Ellen Vigilante, Sharon and Alan Janks, all those who 
pitched in at the end of the night. 
 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new par-
ents by the St. John's Baptism Team on behalf of our commu-
nity.  Following an initial pastoral visit at the parish office with either 
the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social Ministry or the 
Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, 
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. 

Baptism Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and 
assist on the day of Baptism as well. 
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the child into the 
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in 
the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – June 4 at 7:15 p.m.  The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y – May 14.  For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 

�������������4����
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FIRST EUCHARIST  

PREPARATION 
All children preparing for First Eucha-
rist are to meet in the Church Center 
for class and communion practice on 
Saturday, April 10 at 2:30 p.m. Note 
the start time is an hour earlier and 
pickup will be at 5:00 p.m. as usual. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST  
RETREAT 

First Eucharist children are meeting for 
their retreat on Wednesday, April 28  
at 4:00 p.m. in the Church Center.  A 
practice with parents will follow at 6:15 
p.m.  Parents are also invited to wit-
ness their child’s renewal of baptismal 
promises at 6:00 p.m. in the Church 
Center. 

 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 24 families  purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last 
weekend, for a total of $3,250.00 with 
$162.50 coming to St. John’s.  Stop 
after Mass on the weekends or come 
to the Office Center during the week. It 
costs you nothing and the Parish gains 
5% on all gift cards.  Thanks to the 
volunteers who are willing to stay a 
few minutes after Mass to sell these 
cards and all who use them to shop. 
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RESPECT LIFE 
Commenting on a man who awoke 
from a coma after 23 years having 
been misdiagnosed as being in a per-
sistent vegetative state, a member of 
Belgium’s  Coma Study Group ob-
served, “Despite the importance of 
diagnostic accuracy, the rate of misdi-
agnosis of vegetative state has not 
substantially changed in the past 15 
years, with up to 43% of patients with 
conscious disorders being misdiag-
nosed as being in a vegetative state.” 
San Diego Union Tribune, 11/24/09. 
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OPERATION RICE BOWL  
The Risen Christ gives all people a 
new hope. It is truly a time for rejoic-
ing. Our efforts with Catholic Relief 
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl have 
also given hope and new chances to 
many of our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world. Even though our 
Lenten journey is over, our solidarity 
with the poor needs to continue all 
year long. Visit crs.org to stay con-
nected with the Church’s work on be-
half of those in need around the world. 
Operation Rice bowl donations may 
be dropped off in the Narthex collec-
tion box or brought to classes on April 
11 or 17. 

“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Easter Sunday 

Focus:  “The empty tomb stands as an everlasting sign of hope —  
 Hope for a world free from fear, free from sin, free from death.” 
 
Scripture : "Why do you seek for the living one among the dead?  He is not 
 here, but he has been raised up." 

Luke 24: 1-12 
 

Reflection:  Have you ever had to explain the resurrection to anyone?  What is 
your understanding of the resurrection?  What is its meaning to you?  
What is your experience of resurrection?  

 
Song:  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” #170 
 
Story:  The long road to daybreak 
 
A husband and wife are preparing supper when they hear the news on television: 
an earthquake has struck the region in South America where their daughter is with 
a group from her college working on a water sanitation project.  Their world sud-
denly stops.  Mom starts dialing her daughter's cell phone number.  Nothing.  For 
hours she dials, again and again.  Nothing.  Dad calls the college.  College officials 
know nothing as yet. 
The hours become days.  Mom and Dad are conscious only of the cell phone that 
does not ring - and the other's hand in theirs.  The television remains on, but they 
dare not look lest the pictures begin to undermine their hope.  
Finally, the cell beeps.  A text message:   Mom & Dad Am OK Will call L.   They 
are the most beautiful words they have ever read. 
Twenty-four hours later they are reunited at the airport terminal.  Mom and Dad 
realize immediately the nightmare their daughter has experienced.  The daughter 
understands by the lines on her parents' faces what they have been through.  She 
sees the tears of joy in her parents' eyes - and becomes conscious of the tears in 
her own.  In the pure light of their joy at being reunited, they realize anew how 
much they mean to each other.  In hugging their beautiful daughter, a mother and 
father understand how empty their lives would be without her.  In the safety of their 
embrace, a daughter realizes how unconditionally and totally loved she is by these 
two wonderful people.  The silly arguments that are typical between a teen and her 
parents evaporate; the angst that seems the natural order of things among differ-
ent generations within a family disintegrates. 
For this family, it is daybreak after a long, long night.  Love has transformed their 
Good Friday.  Their reunion is Easter morning, a morning that has changed them 
forever. 
  
Easter is more than event - Easter is an attitude, a perspective.  Easter is a light to 
guide us along this path of stones we stumble along.  It is Easter whenever we 
realize love in the midst of our fear and despair.  It is Easter whenever love pulls us 
out of our tombs of hopelessness and alienation.  It is Easter whenever love illumi-
nates our winter hearts and exhausted spirits to behold that we are embraced by 
God in the embrace of one another.  

Connections, April 2010 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 
 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 

IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 

SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

Airman Basic Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 

�����
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

CONNXIONS 
Connections are important in everyone’s life. We form relationships with 
family and friends. Gravesites remind us of our connections to those 
who have gone before us, and relics and writings connect us to saintly 
people in our Church. Without renewed connections we often float away 
from family, friends and Church. Our Connxions ministry seeks to assist 
our parishioners in establishing and maintaining connections within our 

faith community. 
We are seeking an individual or couple to work on our Connxions team. The peo-
ple in this ministry meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month except December. 
The work involves the exploration of ways to bring people together in a community 
dedicated to empowering people to live in accord with the Gospel message. 
Please consider joining this ministry to strengthen our Christian bonds. 
If you can’t make a commitment to join us once a month, please consider volun-
teering to be a companion to a new parishioner or family joining our parish. Com-
panions keep in contact with those new to our parish and extend an invitation to 
join in our liturgical and social activities where possible. 
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer 
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email 
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org. 
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS 
Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each 
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries. 
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Leviticus 

There used to be a whole list of minor orders that preceded 
major orders of sub-deacon, deaconate and priesthood. You 
entered into the clerical state with tonsure, the cutting of the 
hair. Originally the hair of the cleric was cut to resemble a cir-
cle of hair around a bald spot. You may have seen statues of 
St. Francis or St. Anthony of Padua with this style of haircut. 
These used to be the style that slaves wore to designate that 

they were owned. The cleric of course was owned by God. When I was tonsured 
only a small piece of the hair was cut except for the man in my class who was bald. 
The presiding bishop was very creative. He just tapped the man’s head with the 
scissors. There were rights and privileges for the cleric – not of much consequence 
by today’s standards. Today it is replaced with a ceremony of Acceptance as a 
Candidate. 
The four minor orders were conferred after various years of study and proving one-
self a worthy candidate. Often the minor orders were administered in twos. One 
year you received Porter and Lector and another year, Exorcist and Acolyte. The 
Porter’s job was to open and close the church door, ring bells and other such ser-
vices for the community. The Lector as you well know was to proclaim the readings 
at Mass. The Exorcist could drive out the devil - though this is not used very often 
except for the exorcism at Baptism. The Acolyte was the server at Mass and often 
jobs like those of a sacristan. Today they are called ministries and only conferred 
on those who are seeking the deaconate and/or priesthood. The only two remain-
ing are Lector and Acolyte. Since lay people can serve in these ministries without a 
ceremony they become pretty much ceremonial for someone who is preparing for 
ordination to the deaconate or priesthood. These minor orders in my day were spe-
cial and had an importance in your journey to priesthood but did not impose impos-
sible functions. 
Sub-deaconate was another matter. The reason you may ask? When a young man 
became a sub-deacon he could no longer marry. He took the vow of celibacy. Also 
after ordination to the sub-deaconate you had to pray the Divine Office (the Office 
of the Hours). A lot was made of the preparedness for this order. So much so that 
it became traumatic at times. I can remember lying in bed on the night before. I 
was so nervous that the bottom of my body just vibrated up and down on the mat-
tress. There was no control. The ceremony went off without a hitch but the nerv-
ousness perdured for a few days. 
The deaconate was conferred at the beginning of my last year in the seminary, 
thus it was called “deacon year.” We did not get to serve as a deacon during the 
summer as now is done. We did have opportunities at the seminary and various 
parishes to serve as deacon. When we went home for Christmas you could also 
act as a deacon. At that time there were no permanent deacons as we have today. 
Today someone who is a deacon and will be ordained as a priest is referred to as 
a “transitional deacon.” Being ordained as a deacon was not as nerve racking as 
the sub-deaconate and lost some of its importance to priesthood that came at the 
end of the year. 
All of these steps separated you from the laity or the laymen. There was a great 
emphasis on this in Church history. The lay state and the clerical state was a big 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
As I was vesting for the Palm Sunday bless-
ing and procession I popped my head out of 
the sacristy door. A woman my age stopped 
and said “Do you know me?” That is one of 
the predicaments that I dread. The person 
knows you and you should know them. I said 
you look familiar but I can’t place your face. 
You know that story of the armless man that 
needed a job. He applied to be bell ringer in 
the old European Cathedral. Of course the 
rector wanted to be nice and not draw atten-
tion to his handicap but he didn’t know how in 
the world he would ring the bell without any 
hands. The man explained that he would run 
and hit the bell with his head and so he did. 
The rector felt sorry for the man and so he 
gave in and hired him. The first time the man 
rang the bell it returned and knocked him out 
of the belfry and he splattered all over the 
pavement. People gathered and asked if 
anyone knew him. The rector looked and 
responded, “His face doesn’t ring a bell.” 
The suspense ended when she said she was 
“Ann Marie Canon.” I was in high school with 
her. We graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School (now Cardinal McCarrick High) in 
South Amboy, NJ in 1954. I hadn’t seen her 
since we graduated except for our 50th reun-
ion and I don’t remember talking much to her 
then. She was at Mass with her husband 
Gerry. They had an extra day from their stay 
at Hampton Inns on their way back from Flor-
ida and decided to come out to Clinton. They 
live in Medford, NJ. Gerry looked up the 
churches in the area, saw my name as pas-
tor, and remembered me from the reunion. 
They came to Mass and invited me to dinner 
at the Clinton Inn. He graduated from St. 
Mary’s in 1949. Since I was not from South 
Amboy I didn’t know him. Gerry was a ma-
rine, robbed the cradle and married the mas-
cot of his basketball team, Ann Marie. 
It was a delightful dinner, great memories and 
engaging conversation. How do you spend an 
evening with people you never knew, knew 
casually in high school and have never seen 
each other or talked since? You learn about 
their lives, their five children, their family 
background and educational background. 
Gerry went to Belmont Abbey where Msgr. 
Sullivan, the pastor sent a number of boys in 
those days. You think of people you have 
never thought of since graduation and people 
you never knew but are remembered by one 
or the other. Since my writing in THE YEAR 
OF THE PRIEST I have been thinking about 
a lot of these people. I also wondered how 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 



 

 

deal. Of course some of this led to the anticlericalism that has arisen throughout 
history. The separation and the designated titles are not as emphasized these 
days except in the young clergy again. The days and methods of preparation were 
not to emphasis distinctions and differences but the duties and responsibilities of 
those who would take these orders or now ministries on. We can see this even 
with those not ordained or ceremonial conferred on those who serve in the minis-
tries of Lector, Eucharistic Minister and Altar Server. When these ministries are not 
taken seriously, people do not show up or fail to get a substitute it throws the Ser-
vice into turmoil. Of course we do not have any disciplinary consequences so it has 
to be motivated by a desire to serve and be present to serve God’s people. 
Many now share in these ministries and have helped make this distinction less of a 
separation. But at one time in history this was the way it was on the road to live 
THE YEAR OF THE PRIEST.  
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was a breath of fresh air to discover the faith 
of the people of St. Mary’s Parish in South 
Amboy, predominately Irish, still is held by 
people like Ann Marie and Gerry. St. Mary’s 
was also the cradle of many vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. The convent 
which supplied teachers for the grammar and 
high school was filled with Mercy nuns who 
were predominantly the only teachers in the 
schools. The convent is now vacant - a sad 
commentary on a lot of things. 
Ann Marie goes to daily Mass. They know the 
priests who are there and who have served 
there. Their lives are permeated with the faith 
of their Irish ancestors and Gerry’s Hungarian 
connections. 
This was a chance meeting and I was free to 
have dinner. How often do these happenstan-
ces, serendipitous occasions arise in our 
lives? We can make them happen. We are not 
a culture that stops in on people anymore. 
There is not the occasion to go for a cup or 
have an unexpected conversation. Last Sun-
day I arrived early to hear confessions at St. 
Matthias Church in Somerset. I was waiting in 
my car until the church emptied out from eve-
ning Mass. There were two ladies that talked 
for at least a half an hour outside of church 
while their children romped through the 
bushes on the newly mulched beds. I became 
the curmudgeon that all kids hate. One girl 
greeted me cheerfully and I said, “You know 
you shouldn’t be running around the bushes.” 
The parents were oblivious to what they were 
doing so I became the nasty parent. What a 
lasting impression I left on that little girl. The 
point was that the mothers were totally en-
gaged. Their faith engaged them. They were 
touching base. They may not have had that 
opportunity if they weren’t at Mass. 
What if we reached out to people we did not 
know? What about making connections, shar-
ing stories and learning what you have in 
common? It is surprising how well that “six 
degrees of separation” works. How to make 
contacts, how to stay connected, how to share 
faith stories and be present to one another. 
The RCIA process is a faith journey with other 
people. These experiences still keep people 
together. I am often surprised how some of 
the WINGS connections still persist. How 
people have come to know and become 
friends with people whom they worked with on 
a fundraising or service project. How students 
from different schools are connected through 
religious education. The support we give, the 
memories we make through the faith we share 
will last a lifetime even when you don’t see 
people for 50 years or more. Thanks to Ann 
Marie and Gerry for dinner and these happy 
memories and recalling people who have 
gone to their rest.  
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PONDERING PAUSES, CONT. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION REGISTRATION  
Registration for Immaculate Conception School (Annandale-Clinton Township) 
2010-2011 school year is now open to non parish families.  Please call the school 
office at 735-6334 for more information. 
 

USED BIKE DRIVE 
Saturday, April 10, 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon., Clinton 

Pedals for Progress, in its continuing effort to recycle bicycles properly, is having a 
used bike collection.  Anyone with an adult or child’s bicycle in repairable condition 
is urged to donate his or her bike to this worthy cause.  We do not accept “bikes for 
parts” or disassembled bikes.  Bikes can be dropped off rain or shine from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday, April 10 at Unity Bank, 64 Old Highway 22, Clin-
ton.  To date Pedals for Progress has shipped more than 124,500 bikes  to devel-
oping countries in Latin America, Africa, and the Pacific Islands. In these countries, 
the bikes are reconditioned by partner agencies and distributed at low cost to poor 
working adults.  These bikes provide them with reliable transportation for commut-
ing to work, transporting produce to market or accessing health care or other ser-
vices.   Its costs $35 to collect, process, ship rebuild and distribute each bike.  A 
donation is necessary ($10 minimum suggested per bi ke).  All cash and ma-
terial donations are fully tax deductible.  We also accept working portable sew-
ing machines, soccer cleats and soccer balls. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 4, 2010  
Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/Jn 20:1-9 
  or Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35 
Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 4/5 Office Closed   
Tuesday, 4/6 C. Behrens  
Wednesday, 4/7 Angel Needed   
Thursday, 4/8 P. Anderson  
 

Grocery Cards 
April 3 & 4 

8:00 p.m. D. Hingos  
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski 
10:30 a.m. V. Hoffart 

April 10 & 11 
5:30 p.m. E. McCabe  
8:00 a.m. Help Needed 
10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 4/4 T. Menzie 
Week of 4/11 B. Lee 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
April 9 Team B 
April 16 Team C 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
April 9 P. Dattler 
April 16 J. Stemple 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life.   

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re  
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

“In the second reading today, St. Paul reminds the Colossians that they have been 
raised with Christ, exhorting them to “think about the things above rather than 
things of earth. “We, too have been raised with Christ. Let us rejoice and be 
glad!” (See Colossians 3:2) 
 
Again we have Paul with his head in the clouds, thinking primarily of heaven. That 
is one perspective but in the wrong context can lead us from another aspect of the 
resurrection, especially for those of us who are earth bound. If we have our heads 
in the clouds we miss the things of earth. Paul’s’ perspective is important but only 
half of it. The story of Jonathan Livingston Seagull was about a gull that made it to 
the above but returns to guide others. We get our motivation from above and the 
paschal mysteries but we still have to live on earth. 
Resurrection is also about the renewal of the earth. As we are captured by the 
emerging beauty of nature we see how this can take place. In the series that takes 
off from the book “City of Ember” two children find a way from the darkness of their 
underworld to the light of day, the blue of the sky, and the green of nature. They 
throw a note underground and people follow their directions in the People of 
Sparks. Life is still challenging but now they are in the light of day not artificial light. 
They don’t keep the light for themselves they lead others to the light. 
Is this not about the stewardship of Easter? After we have been awed by the pas-
chal mysteries we turn to lead others to the light. We share what we have experi-
enced. At the Ascension the angels ask the apostles why they are looking upward. 
Get on with your mission. Spread the good news. Live and preach what you have 
experienced. The stewardship of Easter is to share the experience. Live the new 
life. Go for it! 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

For March 29, 2009 
89 Weekly Donors .................. $2,261.00 
18 Monthly Donors ................. $1,884.00 
Loose Money ............................. $139.00 
Total ....................................... $4,284.00 
21 Direct Deposit ....................... $910.00 

 
For March 28, 2010 

85 Weekly Donors .................. $2,190.50 
32 Monthly Donors ................. $4,580.00 
Loose Money ............................. $105.00 
Total ....................................... $6,875.50 
19 Direct Deposit ....................... $955.00 

Weekly Averages 
January ............................... $5,668.00 
December ............................ $6,022.00 
November ............................ $5,771.00 
October ................................ $5,795.00 
September ........................... $5,590.00 
August .................................. $5,350.00 
July ....................................... $5,915.00 
June ..................................... $4,950.00 
May ...................................... $5,474.00 
April ...................................... $6,757.00 
March ................................... $6,133.00 
February ............................... $6,165.00 
Weekly Need ....................... $7,034.00  

FINANCIAL UPDATE  SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. In March, 23 
families bought gift cards for a total 
of $2,825.00 with $141.25 going to St. 
Mary’s.  St. Mary’s in Coeburn.  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� Spring Clean –Up  
�
�� Companions Ministry  
�
�� Connxions Ministry  
�
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
�
�� Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/ Auction  
 

13 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 

�� Interfaith Hospitality Network  
�� 5:00-8:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dinner (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dessert (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� 8:00-10:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Overnight Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 

 

Questions? Call Eileen Papson: 908-832-7290 
papson@comcast.net 


