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Diocese of Metuchen 
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Lyle Garcia 

April 11, 2010 Volume 28, Number 15  

��������������	
������������������ !"�� � � � � ��� �#�!$!"%$%�&"�

������
���	����
�������
���	����
�������
���	����
�������
���	����
� ����
Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
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PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
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Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance 
Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
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Tuesday, April 13 

 7:00 p.m. Gary McVicker req. 
  Mastro Family 

Wednesday, April 14 

 9:30 a.m. Vincent Freer req. 
  Sterphone Family  

Friday, April 16 

 7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen &  
  Family  

Saturday, April 17 

 5:30 p.m. Louis Eacovalle Sr. req. 
  Eacovalle Family  

Sunday, April 18 

 8:00 a.m. Adam Sulenski req. Mary 
  Sulenski 
 10:30 a.m. Stephen Tracey req.  
  Pannone/Sacco Family 
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Sunday, April 18 — Aid to Eastern & Central European   
  Churches/Mission Appeal/Food Pantry Weekend  

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)  
 7:00 p.m. CHWC Meeting  (Office Center) 

 

 

Monday, April 12 

 1:00 p.m. Meeting (Diocese) 
 4:00 p.m. Dinner (Away) 

Tuesday, April 13 

  Bulletin 
 4:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center)  
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 7:30 p.m. Stewardship (Office Center)  

Wednesday, April 14 

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 10:00 a.m. Appointment (Neumann Residence) 
 12:30 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center) 

Thursday, April 15 

 1:30 p.m. Appointment (Away)  

Friday, April 16 

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 1:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center) 
 3:00 p.m. Appointment (Office Center) 

Saturday, April 17 

  Spirituality Convocation (St. E’s) 

Sunday, April 11 — Second Sunday of Easter/Collection  
  for Retired Priests of the Diocese  

 9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View) 
 9:00 a.m. Family Faith Day—Grade 4 (Valley View) 
 10:30 a.m. Baptism—Sieber (Church Center) 
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) 

Monday, April 12 — St. Zeno  

 10:00 a.m. SHIP (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Pastoral Council Discernment (Office Center)  

Tuesday, April 13 —  St. Martin I  

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Meeting (Office Center)  

Wednesday, April 14 — Bl. Edmund Catherick  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Budget Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Discernment (Neumann Residence) 
 7:30 p.m.  Bell Choir (Church Center)  

Thursday, April 15 — Bl. Cesar De Bus  

 10:00 a.m. Nursing Home Visit (Little Brook N. H.) 
 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, February April 16  — Bl. Perrine Potier  

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)  
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)  

Saturday, April 17 — Bl. Lindalva Justo de Olivera  

 9:30 a.m. Saturday Catechesis (Church Center)  
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April 17 & 18 

Saturday                                5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ......................................................................................................... R. Ditzel 
Altar Server .................................................................................... Germino Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .............................................. J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle,  
 ............................................................. M. MacKenzie, C. Drzewiecki, A. Sawczuk  

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ...................................................................................................... D. Rogers 
Altar Server ....................................................................................... Mastro Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .......................................... S. Janks, K. Malley, B. Gates 

Sunday                       Children’s Liturgy of the Word  10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ....................................................................................................... S. Carroll  
Altar Server ................................................................................. DeStefano Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................. A. Giametta, S. Gemma, 
 ................................................................................ D. Torczon, E. Lacy, C. Carroll 



 

 

Remembered at Mass 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The 
following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  — Margaret Se-
bestian — Jennifer Thibault — Adam Altieri — Laura Tewskbury — 
David Thompson — Kathryn Bauernfeind — Ernest Jande rsit — Jef-

frey St. Amour — Frank Ghiselli — Pat Mansfield — A nna Marshall  

Irene Adams 
Eleanor Angeline 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Mary Bock 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Jerry Campbell 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Olga Charkut 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Glorai Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
 
 
 

Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Rolv Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Joseph Sterphone 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Phillip Sushko 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Anna Marshall , great-aunt of Tim Barrow. May she find peace and comfort in 
the embrace of the Lord and may her family find strength in the Lord and comfort and sup-
port from family and friends. 
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COLLECTION FOR RETIRED PRIESTS 
This Weekend 

The  collection after the communion of the Mass this weekend will be for the new dioce-
san collection to support our retired priests.   
 

AID TO CHURCH IN EASTERN/CENTRAL EUROPE AND 
HOME MISSION APPEAL  

April 17-18 

The great needs of the church in Central and Eastern Europe were recognized more 
than two decades ago with the fall of communism, and they still remain.  In most parts 
of the region, the Church cannot yet support its own renewal and growth.  Please be 
generous in your support of this collection. 
 

MOTHER’S DAY INTENTIONS 
The collection after the communion of the Mass on April 24-25 will be for your  Mother’s 
Day Intentions. 
 

Holocaust Remembrance Day – April 11 
 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY – April 11 
ask in God’s Mercy and accept his loving embrace. �

ALPHA AND OMEGA  
Doubting Thomas touches the risen Lord! But Jesus says, 
“Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.” That’s us. 
Jesus the Christ passes on his way and work through Peter, 
through the other apostles, through the Church. These are the 
bearers of what is “not recorded in the books” about the Living 
One, the First and the Last, the One who holds the keys of death 
and the underworld. Truly, the Christ is risen! 
Second Sunday of Easter, Year C. Illustration © 1997 T. Butler. Text, Philip J. 
Sandstrom, STD © 1998, OCP. All rights reserved. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 & 8:00 MASSES  

Responsorial Psalm: 10:30 Mass: Breaking Bread # 81 9 
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EASTER THANKS  

I am truly grateful that Father Šimo could join us this Holy Week and help not just 
with the Masses but also with the many things that I run around and do to get eve-
rything ready. It was a blessing to have him with us. 
There are many people who do many things to prepare for the week but getting 
ready for the Easter Vigil is really demanding. Thanks to the great crew that 
planted, arranged plants, hung wreaths, cleaned pots etc. 
The Easter (Paschal) Candle was again prepared by the Fabianos . We have been 
recycling former candles. In fact they have them ready for the next two years. 
Elizabeth Lacy; Liz Harmon; Joan DeHaas; Marie Malo ne; Joe Sima; Joseph 
and Anne Germino; France and Jamie Kennedy; Mary an d Pete Cangelosi; 
Stacy, Sarah, Nicolette Niemiec and her friend; and  Fred and Kristen Heimall 
were busy bees on Saturday morning. Fr. Šimo was keeping pace with them and 
joined Earl Roberts in setting up the Repository. The Office staff and Fred Pfeu-
fer, Liz Livoti and Earl Roberts assembled the worship aides. Wayne Infusino 
shaped the place up and cleared the walkway to the Repository and prepared the 
palms. Jarek Olesiak planted the new poles along the driveway and Veronica 
Drucker did her usual great job on the front entrance spots by the church door. I 
hope that I didn’t miss any one. If so let me know. 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s brings all of this together by surrounding us with 
music, bells, voices and instruments which give praise to the Lord. Thanks to Jim 
Weber and Jaki Fesq who coordinate, direct and keep everyone in tune and to-
gether. You truly made a joyful sound. Special thanks to those who were at all 
three Easter Masses. 
 

SPRING CLEANUP 
April 24 - 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. 

It's that time of year when we take a day and try to get the 
church and grounds all cleaned up.  If you can help out for 
all or part of the day please fill out the sign-up sheet in the 
bulletin and drop it in the basket, mail it or drop it off at the 
office.  If you prefer you can go on line to sign up or 
just call Sharon Janks at the office 908-832-2513, ext. 
222.  Many hands make the work lighter and 
faster.  Lunch and drinks will be provided.  If you have any 

questions call the office. 
 

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP  
Meeting: Sunday, April 18, 7:00 p.m., Church Center  

There will be a mandatory meeting for all participants on Sunday, April 18 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Church Center.  I would like to meet with all of the chaperones before-
hand at 6:30 p.m.  Necessary paperwork will be distributed and some will need to 
be completed that evening.  If you are unable to attend, please contact Mary 
Connolly as soon as possible to make other arrangem ents at 537-2032 or 
mandmconnolly@gmail.com.  
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

 
Opening Prayer: Mike Mastro 
 
Present:  Father Bill, Pam Casserly, 
John Cole, Kevin Dean, Bill Harrison, 
Roger Malone, Mike Mastro, Eileen 
Papson, Marilyn Wickel 
 
Reflection : 10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish #6, the statement: ”Faith is Nur-
tured” was discussed. It was noted 
that Staff and the Property Manage-
ment Committee have closing prayer 
and questions for discussion at each 
of their meetings. The Pastoral Coun-
cil does this as well. While it is evident 
that faith is nurtured in our parish, 
there is always room for improvement. 
 
Committee Meeting:  Fundraising 
Committee will be rescheduled for 
April. Social Ministry will be asked to 
attend our May meeting. 
 
Old and Continuing Business : 
New Member Recruitment/Vitality 
Coffee Feedback  – There was a good 
turnout for the coffee with 5 possibili-
ties for new members. The possibility 
of having a different set up in the nar-
thex or not having the coffee at the 
same Mass as the children’s liturgy 
due to space constraints was dis-
cussed. 
Information night will be Monday, 
March 29.  Discernment will be Mon-
day, April 12. Induction of new mem-
bers will take place Sunday, May 23 
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
Town Meeting  is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 3. The tentative topic will be 
Transition Preparedness/Mapping the 
Yellow Brick Road. Father Bill will ask 
Mary Connolly, Lyle Garcia, Jim De-
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Continued on next page 
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Vito, and Marilyn Wickel to speak at 
the Town Meeting. 
 
It was decided to form a subcommittee 
to archive vitally important historical 
Pastoral Council data.  Anyone with 
electronic documents relating to the 
pastoral is asked to send them to Pam 
Casserly. 
 
Calendar : A meeting calendar was 
generated for the upcoming year. 
 
Pastor’s Corner : Father Bill informed 
us that Wayne Infusino has been hired 
for maintenance and will be fixing the 
drain in the kitchen. 
 
Closing Prayer : Mike Mastro 
 
Next Meeting : Monday, April 19, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 
 

NEW MEMBER RECRUIT-
MENT DATES: 

· Pastoral Council Discernment 
April 12, 7:00 p.m., Drexel Room 
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Pastoral Council, Cont.  

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St. 
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community.  Following an initial pastoral visit 
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social 
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, 
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host 
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day 
of Baptism as well. 
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the child into the 
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in 
the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – June 4 at 7:15 p.m.  The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y – May 14.  For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST PREPARATION  
All children preparing for First Eucharist are to meet in the Church Center for class 
and communion practice on Saturday, April 24 at 2:30 p.m. Note the start time is 
an hour earlier and pickup will be at 5:00 p.m. as usual. 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST RETREAT 

First Eucharist children are meeting for their retreat on Wednesday, April 28  at 
4:00 p.m. in the Church Center.  A practice with parents will follow at 6:15 p.m.  
Parents are also invited to witness their child’s renewal of baptismal promises at 
6:00 p.m. in the Church Center. 

 

FIRST EUCHARIST  

First Eucharist will be celebrated on Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 a.m. in the Church 
Center. All First Communion children should arrive by 10:30 a.m. We invite all pa-
rishioners to pray for these children and their families as they prepare to celebrate 
First Eucharist. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL DISCERNMENT  
Only one person came to the Pastoral Council informational meeting last Monday.  
If you’ve thought about joining the Pastoral Council in the past, please reconsider.  
And if you haven’t considered joining, maybe now it the time to find out more.   
We will be holding a Discernment Night on Monday, April 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Office Center.  There is no obligation, come and learn, even if you did not attend 
the March 29 informational meeting. 
If you are interested but cannot make the meeting call the Office or email 
(sjn@ccsjn.org) and let us know or speak to a Pastoral Council member. 
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THANK YOU 

Thank you to thank the following people for their help with the Easter food pack 
ups: Debbie and Tommy Cucuzalla; Laurie Ann Williams; Ja son Niemiec; 
Owen Stanski; Stacy Niemiec; Lisa Stanski; Steve an d Terry Kostiw; Jennifer 
and Cassidy Sieber; Carol Brantner Klacik and Ray K lacik; Rene Osgood and 
Barbara Pannone . 

 

GENNESARET RETREAT 
The 37th Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously Ill will be help on May 14, 15, and 16 
2010. Due to the closure of the Vincentian Center, the May Retreat will be held at 
the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in Kearny, NJ. The retreat is designed to provide 
a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and women suffering with a serious illness. 

· Please let those who are seriously ill and those who work with them know of 
this retreat. 

· Pray for both the retreatants and those working in this ministry program. 

· One can assist by writing a short note of encouragement for the retreatant. 
This could come from school children as well as adults. Address it to “Dear 
Friend” and send it to Gennesaret at 11 Anton Place, Aberdeen, N.J. 07747 

· Consider sponsoring a retreatant. (The retreat is free for the retreatants; how-
ever the cost to Gennesaret, which is covered through donations, is $130 per 
person for meals and lodging. 

For further information or to participate in the retreat please contact Hilare Reinold 
at 732-566-7237 
 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 
April is the month when we look to collect old computers. Depending on make, 
model and condition some are updated and given to those in need and others are 
recycled. If you have recently replaced your computer and don’t know what to do 
with the old one, please consider dropping it off at the Carriage House during the 
month of April. (All hard drives are wiped regardless of whether the machine is 
rebuilt or recycled.) Windows P4 or Mac G4 or newer. In you have questions, call 
Earl at 908-832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org 
 

SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN  

It is not too late to volunteer! Call Anne Germino 908-343-1618 if you are inter-
ested in participating in this expanded ministry as  a substitute or provider of 
prepared food.  

Monday, April 12 
 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup 
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, April 12 . We will need hot casse-
roles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please 
call Anne Germino at 908-343-1618 .  All items must be at the Office Center by 
10:00 a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues 
to grow in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting in-
volved but figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist 
in this monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry. 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 
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HAITI UPDATE 

90-million dollars has been contributed to Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) for aid to Haiti since the January earthquake and contribu-
tions continue to come in. Even as relief services continue CRS is 
working on a long-term recovery plan for the country according to 
CRS president Ken Hackett. 

Current planning includes three phases - acute relief lifesaving work, which is on-
going, an intermediate recovery phase that will last through 2010 and a long-term 
phase expect to last several years. All three phases will overlap each other with 
staff devoted to the immediate needs of food, temporary shelter and clothing, inter-
mediate transitional housing as the rainy season approaches which must be able 
to withstand some hurricane force winds, deal with sewage and water needs and 
allow people to begin to rebuild some semblance of normal life. Long term work will 
focus on rebuilding infrastructure, permanent housing and commerce. 
Within the intermediate phase, already begun, people are employed in cash-for-
work projects that pay people to clear rubble and drainage canals and other activi-
ties so they can earn money to shop in markets. 
Providing healthcare continues to be an ongoing challenge. Teams from the Uni-
versity of Maryland continue to rotate in and out of St. Francis de Sales Hospital 
which is still operating out of tents as most of the buildings in the hospital complex 
were destroyed. CRS is looking to develop a new site suitable for patients and hos-
pital equipment so that this crucial health care facility can continue to provide its 
lifesaving services without interruption.  A special taskforce works to ensure the 
safety and security of children by establishing safe spaces for children in the 
camps, working with surrounding orphanages and reuniting those separated from 
their families as the transitional housing communities are being setup. 
Scott Campbell met with former U.S. presidents George W. Bush and Bill Clinton a 
few weeks ago to brief them on humanitarian relief efforts to date. The Clinton-
Bush Haiti Fund has raised 37-million dollars thus far for aid work. 
To view a PBS video on Easter Hope in Haiti, go to: www.pbs.org/wnet/
religionandethics/episodes/april-2-2010/easter-hope-in-haiti/6005/ 
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  
Tuesday, April 27, Wednesday April 28 and Friday Ap ril 30 

Our parish will be supporting Spruce Run Lutheran Church for the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network.  The Network provides temporary housing for families as well as 
individuals in need.  The guests will be at Spruce Run from Sunday April 18 
through Sunday May 2.  Saint Johns is responsible for Tuesday, April 27, Wednes-
day April 28  and Friday April 30.  Volunteers are needed for providing meals and/
or hospitality.  This is a great opportunity for service for families as well as individu-
als.  Look for sign up sheets in the bulletin and our website.  Please call Eileen 
Papson at 832-7290 with any questions.  Or email at   papson@comcast.net .   
Each of our 3 days we need: 

· 5:00- 8:00 p.m. hospitality 

· dinners 

· dessert 

· 8:00- 10:00 p.m. hospitality 

· 10:00 p.m.  - 7:00 a.m. overnight  (Friday overnight is until 8:00 a.m.) 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the 
work of Habitat for Humanity can do 
so using the donation “House Box” at 
the Social Ministry station in the nar-
thex. All donations go to Raritan Val-
ley Habitat for Humanity. Over the 
past year $161 has been donated to 
this cause. For those who would like 
to volunteer to work on a house, they 
are starting construction of a home in 
Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – 
website www.rvhabitat.org . 
 

LITTLE BROOK NURSING 
HOME VISIT 

Thursday, April 15, 10:00 a.m., Little 
Brook N. H. 

Nursing home residents are usually 
senior citizens who are fragile. Most 
have wrinkled faces, sometimes are 
wheelchair-bound and generally need 
special care. They are a group of peo-
ple who have lost their attractiveness 
in the eyes of society, and so many 
are lonely. This is why in Christian 
charity we visit nursing homes. Can 
you help to light-up a life? 
Our next monthly visit to Little Brook 
Nursing Home will take place on 
Thursday, April 15 from 10:00 a.m. 
until noon.  Please consider joining us 
and spend some time with the resi-
dents - they really look forward to our 
visits.  Children are always wel-
come!!  If you would like to provide a 
snack or if you would like more infor-
mation, please call Nancy DuBeau at 
832-7548 
 

ST. JOHN’S SPRING GIVING 
TREE 

Our Spring Giving Tree will start the 
weekend of April 24/25. 
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RESPECT LIFE 
Adult stem cells are showing promise 
in growing bones to replace those 
damaged from birth defects, arthritis 
or injury.  Cheekbones and a jaw bone 
have been grown from stem cells in 
the patient’s own bone marrow and 
subsequently implanted.  “The avail-
ability of personalized bone grafts en-
gineered from the patient's own stem 
cells would revolutionize the way we 
currently treat these defects,” com-
mented a researcher at Columbia Uni-
versity which, along with Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital, has achieved suc-
cess in this area.  NRL News, 10/09 
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OPERATION RICE BOWL  
The Risen Christ gives all people a 
new hope. It is truly a time for rejoic-
ing. Our efforts with Catholic Relief 
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl have 
also given hope and new chances to 
many of our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world. Even though our 
Lenten journey is over, our solidarity 
with the poor needs to continue all 
year long. Visit crs.org to stay con-
nected with the Church’s work on be-
half of those in need around the world. 
Operation Rice bowl donations may 
be dropped off in the Narthex collec-
tion box or brought to classes on April 
11 or 17. 

“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Second Sunday of Easter  

Focus:  Belief in Jesus  
 “The Risen Christ calls us to faith.” 
 
Scripture : Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, "Peace be 
 with you." 
   
  Jesus said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands, and 
 bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but 
 believe."                                                                          John 20: 19-31 

 
Reflection:  What are your experiences of doubt? What are your religious experi-
 ences of doubt? Have people doubted your word or experience? 
 What were your reactions? Have you ever been made a fool of be
 cause of your doubts or beliefs? 
 
Song:  “We Walk by Faith” #533 
 
Story:  Nail marks 
 
 A relative or friend of yours is going through a difficult time: an illness, the loss of a 
job, a breakup.  You want to pick up the phone and call, you begin to write a card, 
you think about making something to bring over.  But you hesitate.  What do I 
say?  What can I do?  How can I possibly make this situation better?          
So you back off.  You don't want to say the wrong thing.  You don't want to appear 
to pry.  You don't want to make things worse. 
But somehow compassion trumps your doubts about your ability to help; your love 
and concern are stronger than your fear of doing or saying the wrong thing.  So 
you make the call, write the note, bake the casserole.  And you somehow find the 
right thing to say - or you realize, wisely, that nothing needs to be said.  Your lis-
tening ear, your compassionate shoulder, your concerned presence are more than 
enough.   
  
In today's Gospel, Jesus appears to his disciples and shows them his hands and 
his side; later he invites the doubting Thomas to touch the marks made by the nails 
and the gash from the soldier's lance.  Easter does not deny the effects of Good 
Friday nor erases the wounds of crucifixion - but Easter is God's compassion mov-
ing us beyond crucifixion to healing and wholeness.  We all have scars from our 
own Good Fridays that remain long after our own experiences of resurrection.  We 
learn from our scars.  Our "nail marks" remind us that all pain and grief, all ridicule 
and suffering are transformed into healing and peace in the love of God we experi-
ence from others and that we extend them.  Jesus tells Thomas and his brothers 
not to be afraid of nail marks and scars and fractured bones and the crushed spirit 
and the broken heart.  Compassion, forgiveness, justice - no matter how clumsily 
offered - can heal and mend.  In the light of unwavering hope, with the assurance 
of God's unlimited grace, even the simplest act of kindness and understanding is 
the realization of Easter in our midst.   

 
Connections, April 2010 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 
 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 

IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 

SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 

�����
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

CONNXIONS 
Connections are important in everyone’s life. We form relationships with 
family and friends. Gravesites remind us of our connections to those 
who have gone before us, and relics and writings connect us to saintly 
people in our Church. Without renewed connections we often float away 
from family, friends and Church. Our Connxions ministry seeks to assist 
our parishioners in establishing and maintaining connections within our 

faith community. 
We are seeking an individual or couple to work on our Connxions team. The peo-
ple in this ministry meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month except December. 
The work involves the exploration of ways to bring people together in a community 
dedicated to empowering people to live in accord with the Gospel message. 
Please consider joining this ministry to strengthen our Christian bonds. 
If you can’t make a commitment to join us once a month, please consider volun-
teering to be a companion to a new parishioner or family joining our parish. Com-
panions keep in contact with those new to our parish and extend an invitation to 
join in our liturgical and social activities where possible. 
We cannot be effective without your help, so please take a moment and volunteer 
to be a companion today. You can use the signup at the end of the bulletin or email 
Earl Roberts with your name, phone and email at eroberts@ccsjn.org. 
 

VITALITY COFFEES 
Vitality coffees provide members of the parish an opportunity to get to know and 
understand the work of various parish programs and ministries. We connect with 
each other and gain insight into the work that goes on within our community. If your 
parish group has not yet sponsored a vitality coffee and would like to do so, please 
contact Earl at the parish office 832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org to schedule 
your coffee. 
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to each indi-
vidual’s starting point. 
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Leviticus 

One of my classmates just died, Father Frank Bach. One of 
our classmates, Gene Ruane, keeps us posted. This time he 
sent an old article that was written while we were in the semi-
nary. It had pictures and one of them was supposed to be 
Frank but the call is out to identify the seminarian because it 
isn’t Frank. In one of the other pictures there is a class scene. 
Everyone is diligently writing away for the camera. I am in the 

picture but I am looking out in space or at the board or some other object. I thought 
that it was interesting. 
The article appeared in the BALTIMORE AMERICAN SUNDAY, May 20, 1962, six 
days before I was ordained. The article is entitled SPARTAN TRAINING OF A 
PRIEST written by J. William Jones. 
“CUT THE unnecessary roughness.” The referee yelled, waving his finger at the 
hulk of man before him, “or I’ll throw you out of the game.” 
The sport was two-hand touch football, and it was the big game of the year. St, 
Mary’s Seminary was playing the Maryland Penitentiary, as always on the latter’s 
home grounds, a cement field. 
St. Mary’s had brought its own referee, who was chagrined later to learn that the 
man he was threatening with banishment was serving 99 years for killing a police-
man with his bare hands. 
As unorthodox as its sports program is university life at the seminary, which trains 
men for the Catholic priesthood. 
Ever student has a job. He waits on tables and does his own wash. He runs the 
library, the sport shop, the book store, the print shop, bindery and his own radio 
station. He reads no newspapers and can watch only one television newscast a 
day, one World Series game a season. He can never leave the campus alone. 
COMMNECEMENT IS June 7, but there will be no senior prom or the frivolities of 
other universities on such an occasion. And yet none of the men, many of them in 
their 40’s are starting a second career and a new way of life, would have it differ-
ently. 
St. Mary’s is the largest seminary and the oldest pontifical university in the United 
States. Its students come from as far north as Ontario, south as Brazil, Puerto Rico 
on the east and from the west as Australia and Japan. 
More than 80 per cent college graduates, their four years of theology study at the 
Roland and Belvidere Aves Institution is as Spartan as a race horse’s training and 
as disciplined as a military cadet’s.  
Each day begins at 6 A.M. and from 7:45 P.M. the evening before until grace at 
breakfast is said in Latin, not a word is spoken. Meals are eaten in silence, except 
for two student-delivered sermons. 
Every day is crowded with work, study, piety and play, which doesn’t diminish the 
exuberance of any. Three classes fill the morning. Athletics follow the noon meal 
and chapel until 3 P.M. when classes resume until 5:40 P.M. 
Somewhere in between, each man must read his New testament, say the service 
of Office, practice the mass and attend evening prayers. 
Every student must go on a walk Wednesday afternoon. Walks are visits to hospi-
tals and jails, religious instruction for the blind, visits to the sick, aged and orphans, 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
I just finished the young adult novel THE 
PEOPLE OF SPARKS. It was the basis 
of my Easter homily. The novel is called 
“a post apocalyptic novel” by Jean Du 
Prau. I came upon it looking for the book 
that was the basis of the movie CITY OF 
EMBER. It was rewarding to find the 
movie and the sequel of books that are 
the origin of the first film and the other 
novels. 
I am not sure what the adults think about 
me reading young adult novels but I 
have found out how much our young 
people read, understand and even de-
vour books. I often find something reli-
gious or spiritual  to take away and apply 
in a movie or book. (Try out the innuen-
dos of the new version of THE CLASH 
OF THE TITANS.) Maybe I have found a 
new source of material and inspiration. 
They are also a new source for homily 
material and entertainment as well. 
 
“The People of Sparks picks up where 
The City of Ember leaves off. Lina and 
Doon have emerged from the under-
ground city to the exciting new world 
above, and it isn't long before they are 
followed by the other inhabitants of Em-
ber. The Emberites soon come across a 
town where they are welcomed, fed, and 
given places to sleep. But the town's 
resources are limited and it isn’t long 
before resentment begins to grow be-
tween the two groups. When anonymous 
acts of vandalism push them toward 
violence, it's up to Lina and Doon to dis-
cover who's behind the vandalism and 
why, before it's too late.” 
 
The young people, Lina and Doon, are 
challenged to find a solution to the ca-
tastrophe that has occurred in Sparks. 
How to bring people, ready for war and 
destruction, into line with a better way to 
do things? They don’t have to manipu-
late or create things. The situations of 
life present themselves and they seize 
the opportunity in doing what is right to 
bring about a new direction. 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 



 

 

donations of blood or service as a guinea pig for a doctor testing a new depressant 
drug. 
The whole program has a double purpose – spiritual as well as intellectual training. 
“Each student is highly motivated here” says the Very Rev. Eugene Van Antwerp, 
former chaplain aboard the U.S.S. Missouri and seminary rector. 
A former dance band leader is a student at St. Mary’s, another is a former tennis 
champion, one was a dentist and still another one-time professor of education in 
Australia. 
“Still,” says Father Van Antwerp, “the dropout is high, about 25 percent. Many learn 
here that the task of shouldering a priest’s responsibilities is too enormous.” 
Not quite the way I would describe the seminary. The author took some writing 
liberties but he did capture some of the varied views of seminary life that would 
lead many to The Year of the Priest. There was also a student from Japan who 
was in training to be a kamikaze pilot, but the war ended.  
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SAVE THE DATE 

Friday, June 4 & Saturday, June 5  
A 1940’s Theme:  “We Can Do It!” Event 

Tricky Tray * Wine/Beer/Cheese Tasting * Dinner Dance * 50/50 
Drawing * Fab 5 Raffle * Silent & Live Auction 

 
More information will follow in the coming weeks.  If you are in-
terested in helping out, please let us know.  Contact Judy Ross 
at ciao2@mindspring.com or Karen Porto at kporto@aol.com. 
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 15 families  purchase Shop-Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last weekend, 
for a total of $2,125.00 with $106.25 coming to St. John’s.  Stop after Mass on the 
weekends or come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and 
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  Thanks to the volunteers who are willing to 
stay a few minutes after Mass to sell these cards and all who use them to shop. 

We are all confronted with similar situa-
tions over the course of our lives, with 
individuals and groups. We are not al-
ways creative in the way we approach 
incidents which usually follow the most 
likely known conclusion. Sometimes we 
dismiss a movie or book or story with the 
phrase, “It was predictable.” We like new 
twists, O Henry endings, unusual plots, 
character arcs. We like happy endings, 
loose ends tied up neatly, good succeed-
ing over evil and even openness for a 
sequel. We like our appetites to be en-
ticed to look for more. Of course this is 
good for business. Sometimes we are 
moved to action as they claim Nixon was 
after he saw PATTON and then invaded 
Cambodia.  
“People of Sparks” is a great title for life. 
What are the sparks about? What sparks 
our imagination and creativity? Sparks 
start a fire and get us going inside or to 
form a fire that warms us and enables us 
to see. The sparks that start a campfire 
bring us together to share stories and 
experiences. There is also the spark of 
love. The book ends with the recreation 
of sparks doing something that has been 
lost to the post apocalyptic civilization 
but that the people of Ember have kept 
alive. Of course it is an introduction into 
the next novel but also a model of what 
we are called to do in life. 
What are the sparks that have gotten 
you going? Where can you bring the 
spark of hope and vision? How are you 
rejuvenated? We need to be people of 
sparks. One of the challenges I see be-
fore us is the abuse of children. What we 
have seen paradigmatically in the church 
is just a reflection of what goes on in our 
culture all the time, not just in this cen-
tury but in centuries past. The symptoms 
and causes are the same. The cover ups 
are rampant. The unbelievable stories 
and the lack of recourse to a trusting 
person to turn to are not just found in the 
church. We need to see the pedophile in 
the church as the tip of the iceberg of 
what goes on in our culture. We should 
be aware that others prey upon the 
weak, the disenfranchised, the marginal-
ized who have no rights in society and 
spark a new way of reaching out to those 
in need.  
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PONDERING PAUSES, CONT. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 11, 2010  
Sunday:  Acts 5:12-16/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 
Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7/Jn 6:16-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41/Rv 5:11-14/Jn 21:1-19 or 21:1-14 
 
© Liturgical Publications Inc 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 4/12 J. Santoro  
Tuesday, 4/13 M. McCall  
Wednesday, 4/14 Angel Needed   
Thursday, 4/15 B. Pannone  
 

Grocery Cards 
April 10 & 11 

5:30 p.m. E. McCabe  
8:00 a.m. Help Needed 
10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane 

April 17 & 18 
5:30 p.m. D. Hingos  
8:00 a.m. V. Santoro 
10:30 a.m. C. Manbeck 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 4/11 B. Lee 
Week of 4/18 M. Buniva 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
April 16 Team C 
April 23 Team D 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
April 16 J. Stemple 
April 23 A. Tagliareni 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life.   

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re  
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

“As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection increase our awareness of these blessings, 
and renew your gift of life within us.” (Opening Prayers for 2nd Sunday of Easter) 
 
The blessings of the resurrection do not dissipate or vanish. The resurrection is the 
font of continued blessings that renew us time and time again. It not only renewed 
the apostles but sent them forth filled with the Holy Spirit and proclaiming the good 
news. The resurrection experience came to the apostles in different ways. They 
shared their stories and the gift of life that they received from Jesus they then 
shared that combined experience as the message of the Risen Christ. 
 
Like all gifts in the gospel and even in the Hebrew Scriptures they increase as they 
are shared. If they are kept only for the individual self the larger reality of Jesus 
does not grow or transform the receiver. We pray that we might become more 
aware of these gifts, these treasures that attune us to much more than is at first 
apparent. The apostles in the Scriptures gradually become aware of the fuller 
meaning of this experience. At the end of Sunday’s Gospel we heard “for they did 
not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.” 
 
As this became more apparent and as they became more aware then the gift of life 
was renewed within them. When you have that kind of experience you do not keep 
it quiet or hide it under a bushel basket. You share the good news. As good stew-
ards we too proclaim what we have experienced and how we have been changed. 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

For April 12, 2009 
197 Easter Donors ............... $17,347.00 
57 Weekly Donors (4/12) ........ $6,954.00 
29 Holy Land ............................. $865.00 
21 Direct Deposit ....................... $910.00 
Weekly Average for 3/09 ...... $5,223.00 

 
For April 4, 2009 

197 Easter Donors ............... $16,355.00 
52 Weekly Donors (4/4) .......... $5,469.50 
29 Holy Land ............................. $824.00 
19 Direct Deposit ....................... $955.00 
Weekly Average for 3/10 ...... $5,616.00 
 

Weekly Averages 
February ............................... $6,165.00 
January ............................... $5,668.00 
December ............................ $6,022.00 
November ............................ $5,771.00 
October ................................ $5,795.00 
September ........................... $5,590.00 
August .................................. $5,350.00 
July ....................................... $5,915.00 
June ..................................... $4,950.00 
May ...................................... $5,474.00 
April ...................................... $6,757.00 
Weekly Need ....................... $7,034.00  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. In March, 23 
families bought gift cards for a total 
of $2,825.00 with $141.25 going to St. 
Mary’s.  St. Mary’s in Coeburn.  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� Spring Clean –Up  
�
�� Companions Ministry  
�
�� Connxions Ministry  
�
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
�
�� Chair/Co-chair Wild Weekend of Winning/ Auction  
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 

�� Interfaith Hospitality Network  
�� 5:00-8:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dinner (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dessert (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� 8:00-10:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Overnight Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 

 

Questions? Call Eileen Papson: 908-832-7290 
papson@comcast.net 


