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Diocese of Metuchen 
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, 
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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
����

�	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
����������� ���
PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me”  
(Jn 10:17).  
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
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Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance 
Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
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May 1 & 2 

Saturday                                5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ................................................................................................... D. Geerinck 
Altar Server .................................................................................... Germino Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................................. E. McCabe, J. McCabe,  
 ........................................................................... D. Torczon, D. Lance, J. Gardner  

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ........................................................................................................ C. Bitters 
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Rogers Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ...................... R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec, C. Drzewiecki 

Sunday                                    Baptism—Oborne  10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ........................................................................................................ K. Skuza  
Altar Server ..................................................................................... Zelesny Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................... A. Sawczuk, D. Wickel, 
 ............................................................................ A. DeStefano, C. Carroll, E. Lacy 

Sunday, April 25 

 2:00 p.m. Eagle Scout Award (Oldwick) 

Monday, April 26 

  Bulletin 

Tuesday, April 27 

 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 7:30 p.m. Connxions Ministry (Office Center)  

Wednesday, April 28 

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 4:00 p.m. First Eucharist Retreat (Church Center) 

Thursday, April 29 

  Singin’ in the rain  

Friday, April 30 

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Saturday, May 1 

 11:00 a.m. First Eucharist (Church Center) 

Sunday, May 2 

 4:00 p.m. Opera (Lambertville) 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 25 — Mother’s Day Intentions/Spring Giving  
  Tree Starts  

 9:00 a.m. K-6 Catechesis (Valley View) 
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)  

Monday, April 26 — Bl. Dominic &Gregory  

 7:30 p.m. Children’s Liturgy Committee (Office Center)  

Tuesday, April 27 —  St. John the Confessor  

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 7:30 p.m. Connxions Ministry (Office Center)  

Wednesday, April 28 — Ss. Peter Chanel & Louis Mary de  
         Montfort  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 4:00 p.m. First Eucharist Retreat (Church Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Bell Choir (Office Center) 

Thursday, April 29 — St. Catherine of Siena  

  No Quilting  
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, April 30  — St. Pius V  

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)  
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)  

Saturday, May 1 — St. Joseph the Worker  

 11:00 a.m. First Eucharist (Church Center)  

Sunday, May 2 — Paving our Yellow Brick Road/Computer   
         Recycling Ends  

 9:00 p.m. K-6 Catechesis/FFD Gr. 5 (Valley View) 
 10:30 a.m. Baptism — Oborne (Church Center)  
 6:30 p.m. Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center) 

Tuesday, April 27 

 7:00 p.m. Renee Healey req. Papson 
  Family 

Wednesday, April 28 

 9:30 a.m. Carole Dimech req. 
  Suzanne Jarusiewicz  

Friday, April 30 

 7:00 a.m. Henry Mickiewicz  

Saturday, May 1 

 5:30 p.m. Ernest Jandersit req. 
  Vigilante Family  

Sunday, May 2 

 8:00 a.m. Lawrence Best, Sr. req. 
  Murray Family 
 10:30 a.m. Evelyn Bitters req.  
  Carroll Family 



 

 

Irene Adams 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Olga Charkut 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Patty Colaneri 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Glorai Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Sheila Hup 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Robert Jandersit 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
 
 
 

 
Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Christopher Skuza 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Jerry Campbell , friend of Liz & Lou Livoti.  May he find peace and comfort 
in the embrace of the Lord and may his family find strength in the Lord and comfort and 
support from family and friends. 
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MOTHER’S DAY INTENTIONS 
This Weekend 

There will be a second passing of the collection basket this weekend. The passing 
after the communion of the Mass will be for your Mother’s Day intentions. There 
will also be Mass Remembrance cards available in the Narthex for Mother’s Day 
giving. 
 

YELLOW BRICK ROAD  
Next Weekend 

There will be two collections next weekend. The collection after the communion of 
the Mass will be for paving the Yellow Brick Road of our mortgage. We need 
$6,707.00 each week to meet the mortgage. What we don’t get in the collection we 
make up with fundraising. So when you buy cash cards or work for the yearly Auc-
tion you are helping to meet this mortgage. Last month 117 families gave 
$4,179.00. Thanks you for your generous support to this indebtedness. 

Remembered at Mass 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The 
following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  — Frank Ghiselli 
— Pat Mansfield — Anna Marshall — Rev. Anthony Dand ry — Sophie 

Arendacs — Eleanor Angeline — Jerry Campbell  

GOOD SHEPHERD 

On the walls of underground corridors and cemeteries where early 
Christians hid from their Roman persecutors, the most ancient rep-
resentation of the risen Lord was the image of the Good Shepherd. 
Figures of a beardless young man bearing a lamb on his shoulders 
or playing a flute gave countless potential martyrs courage at times 
of great danger. A shepherd leads and protects. Two thousand 
years later who are our “good shepherds?” Heroic men and women 
who make advances at great personal cost? Older, wiser people 
who watch out for us and teach us by their lives? Children who dare 

to trust? Who is Christ for us today? 
Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year C. Illustration © 1997 M. McGrath. Text, James A. Wilde, PhD © 
1998, OCP. All rights reserved. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 & 8:00 MASSES  

Responsorial Psalm: 10:30 Mass: Breaking Bread # 80 8 
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EASTER THANKS  

I am truly grateful that Father Šimo could join us this Holy Week and help not just 
with the Masses but also with the many things that I run around and do to get eve-
rything ready. It was a blessing to have him with us. 
There are many people who do many things to prepare for the week but getting 
ready for the Easter Vigil is really demanding. Thanks to the great crew that 
planted, arranged plants, hung wreaths, cleaned pots etc. 
The Easter (Paschal) Candle was again prepared by the Fabianos . We have been 
recycling former candles. In fact they have them ready for the next two years. 
Elizabeth Lacy; Liz Harmon; Joan DeHaas; Marie Malo ne; Joe Sima; Joseph 
and Anne Germino; France and Jamie Kennedy; Mary an d Pete Cangelosi; 
Stacy, Sarah, Nicolette Niemiec and her friend; and  Fred and Kristen Heimall 
were busy bees on Saturday morning. Fr. Šimo was keeping pace with them and 
joined Earl Roberts in setting up the Repository. The Office staff and Fred Pfeu-
fer, Liz Livoti and Earl Roberts assembled the worship aides. Wayne Infusino 
shaped the place up and cleared the walkway to the Repository and prepared the 
palms. Jarek Olesiak planted the new poles along the driveway and Veronica 
Drucker did her usual great job on the front entrance spots by the church door. I 
hope that I didn’t miss any one. If so let me know. 
The Music Ministry at St. John’s brings all of this together by surrounding us with 
music, bells, voices and instruments which give praise to the Lord. Thanks to Jim 
Weber and Jaki Fesq who coordinate, direct and keep everyone in tune and to-
gether. You truly made a joyful sound. Special thanks to those who were at all 
three Easter Masses. 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
Saturday, May 1, 11:00 a.m., Church Center 

First Eucharist will be celebrated on Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 a.m. in the Church 
Center. All First Communion children should arrive by 10:30 a.m.  All are invited to 
join with us in this celebration. There are 17 in the class so there should be plenty 
of room for parishioners. Come join us.  We invite all parishioners to pray for these 
children and their families as they prepare to celebrate First Eucharist. 
 

FATHER ŠIMO’S RETURN 

Father Šimo arrived back in Sarajevo on Monday morning at 4:00 a.m. He left 
Newark at 8:10 p.m. on Saturday and arrived in Zagreb, Croatia around 2:00 p.m. 
on Sunday. He went to Zagreb to witness his youth group in a band competition 
there. He then drove home with them and arrived in the wee hours of the morning. 
He was a “dead man walking,” one of his favorite expressions. Thanks to Kristin 
Gemma who picked him up from the airport and to Bob and Joann Gardner who 
took him back to Newark on Saturday, April 10. He appreciated his time for Holy 
Week Retreat, liturgies and relaxation. 
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

 
Opening Prayer: Mike Mastro 
 
Reflection : 10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish #6, the statement: ”Faith is Nur-
tured” was discussed. It was noted 
that Staff and the Property Manage-
ment Committee have closing prayer 
and questions for discussion at each 
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Continued on next page 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
FOR VOCATIONS 

The image of the Good Shepherd 
brings us to the real need for leaders 
of the flock. Ministry in the Church is 
necessary to carry on the stories of 
faith and the presence of God in our 
lives. On this weekend we pray for 
vocations to leadership in ministry. 
Pray that men and women will answer 
this call both to priesthood and reli-
gious life and also all the other minis-
ters that make Christ present in our 
midst. 
 

MAY DAY 2010 
A Cry to God for a Nation in  

Distress 

“There are many people who are pray-
ing for the United States on an individ-
ual basis. They know the nation is in 
serious trouble. While the reports are 
ominous, we still believe that God will 
hear from heaven when we gather to 
pray and beseech heaven’s mercy. It 
is biblical for God’s people to gather in 
times of need to humble themselves 
before Him. Our situation is so dire 
that only a miracle from the Lord can 
rescue us in our time of moral and 
financial crisis.” Dr. Cindy Jacobs, 
General International. 
Join the gathering at LINCOLN ME-
MORIAL – May 1, 2010 
MayDay2010.org         



 

 

SOCIAL MINISTRY 
“Peacemaking is not an optional commitment. It is a requirement of our faith. We 
are called to be peacemakers, not by some movement of the moment, but by our 
Lord Jesus.”  Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has called on the international 
community to help Israelis and Palestinians to discard the “dead end” of violence 
and pursue instead “the path of dialogue and negotiations.”  The U.S. bishops 
wrote in “The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response”. 
USCCB and CRS support strong U.S. leadership to seek a comprehensive peace 
agreement that ends the conflict in the Holy Land and achieves both the Palestin-
ian goal of an independent, secure and viable state and Israel’s goal of a secure 
state with recognized borders. 
You can let your members of Congress and President Obama know that you 
strongly support U.S. leadership to secure a just and lasting peace in the Holy 
Land.  Visit the Catholics Confront Global Poverty Action Center to send them a 
m e s s a g e  n o w  a t  h t t p : / / a c t i o n c e n t e r . c r s . o r g / s i t e / R ?
i=Om5W1taoGkGZn6Bw0NGgYg. 
 

GENNESARET RETREAT 
The 37th Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously Ill will be help on May 14, 15, and 16 
2010. Due to the closure of the Vincentian Center, the May Retreat will be held at 
the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in Kearny, NJ. The retreat is designed to provide 
a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and women suffering with a serious illness. 

· Please let those who are seriously ill and those who work with them know of 
this retreat. 

· Pray for both the retreatants and those working in this ministry program. 

· One can assist by writing a short note of encouragement for the retreatant. 
This could come from school children as well as adults. Address it to “Dear 
Friend” and send it to Gennesaret at 11 Anton Place, Aberdeen, N.J. 07747 

· Consider sponsoring a retreatant. (The retreat is free for the retreatants; how-
ever the cost to Gennesaret, which is covered through donations, is $130 per 
person for meals and lodging. 

For further information or to participate in the retreat please contact Hilare Reinold 
at 732-566-7237 
 

COMPUTER RECYCLING 
Our computer recycling is winding down for the month. It will end on May 2. We are 
specifically looking to repurpose not so old units for those who cannot afford a 
computer. So, depending on make, model and condition some are updated and 
given to those in need and others are recycled. If you have recently replaced your 
computer and don’t know what to do with the old one, please consider dropping it 
off at the Carriage House during the month of April. (All hard drives are wiped re-
gardless of whether the machine is rebuilt or recycled.) Windows P4 or Mac G4 or 
newer. Question call Earl at 908-832-2513 or email erobert s@ccsjn.org   
 

ST. JOHN’S SPRING GIVING TREE 
Our Spring Giving Tree is blooming in the Narthex. This year we are assisting The 
Center for Great Expectation, The Women’s Crisis Center, Elijah’s Promise and 
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of their meetings. The Pastoral Council 
does this as well. While it is evident 
that faith is nurtured in our parish, 
there is always room for improvement. 
 
Committee Meeting:  Fundraising 
Committee will be rescheduled for 
April. Social Ministry will be asked to 
attend our May meeting. 
 
Old and Continuing Business : 
Induction of new members will take 
place Sunday, May 23 after the 10:30 
a.m. Mass. 
 
Town Meeting  is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 3. The tentative topic will be 
Transition Preparedness/Mapping the 
Yellow Brick Road. Father Bill will ask 
Mary Connolly, Lyle Garcia, Jim De-
Vito, and Marilyn Wickel to speak at 
the Town Meeting. 
 
It was decided to form a subcommittee 
to archive vitally important historical 
Pastoral Council data.  Anyone with 
electronic documents relating to the 
pastoral is asked to send them to Pam 
Casserly. 
 
Calendar : A meeting calendar was 
generated for the upcoming year. 
 
Pastor’s Corner : Father Bill informed 
us that Wayne Infusino has been hired 
for maintenance and will be fixing the 
drain in the kitchen. 
 
Next Meeting : Monday, April 19, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 

several local families. Please take a tag, sign it out and return the item on the tag 
to the Narthex or Seton Room with the tag affixed by Sunday, May 16. There is no 
need to wrap any item, however, gift cards should be placed in an envelope to pro-
tect the magnetic strip. Your contribution will make a difference in someone’s life! 
 

PROJECT EARTH GARDEN  
In the past two weekends we have planted two varieties of potatoes and three 
kinds of onions along with fifty daylilies in a variety of colors. Thank you to Lon 
D’Armiento  leading the Girl Scout Troop including Angie D’Armiento, Clare 
Moriarty, Amy Scalera, Hope Murray  and Brigit McGill . They put in a lot of hard 
work. Also, thanks to Ed D’Armiento for tilling all the beds and restoring them to a 
size they haven’t seen in several years due to the encroaching grass. He was as-
sisted by his son Phil . 
The Girl Scouts also started a variety of seedlings that will be planted when the 
danger of frost is past. You can assist the Scouts with spreading composted ma-
nure (donated and delivered by Fran Spann and Joe Hulsemann ) this Sunday 
afternoon April 25. On May 2 we will continue with planting carrots and beets. We 
usually begin at 1:00 p.m. Consult the website for the tentative calendar for the 
season. 
Our sincere thanks to Anne Germino who once again is leading our garden efforts 
which will help supplement the fresh vegetable needs of those in need at the two 
food pantries that we support. 
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK  
Tuesday, April 27, Wednesday April 28 and Friday Ap ril 30 

Our parish will be supporting Spruce Run Lutheran Church for the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network.  The Network provides temporary housing for families as well as 
individuals in need.  The guests will be at Spruce Run from Sunday April 18 
through Sunday May 2.  Saint Johns is responsible for Tuesday, April 27, Wednes-
day April 28  and Friday April 30.  Volunteers are needed for providing meals and/
or hospitality.  This is a great opportunity for service for families as well as individu-
als.  Look for sign up sheets in the bulletin and our website.  Please call Eileen 
Papson at 832-7290 with any questions.  Or email at   papson@comcast.net .   
Each of our 3 days we need: 

· 5:00- 8:00 p.m. hospitality 

· dinners 

· dessert 

· 8:00- 10:00 p.m. hospitality 

· 10:00 p.m.  - 7:00 a.m. overnight  (Friday overnight is until 8:00 a.m.) 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using 
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations 
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house, they 
are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – website 
www.rvhabitat.org . 
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St. 
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community.  Following an initial pastoral visit 
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social 
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, 
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly.  
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in spe-
cial circumstances.   
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – June 4 at 7:15 p.m.  The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y – May 14.  For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 
 
 

FIRST EUCHARIST RETREAT 
Wednesday, April 28, 4:00 p.m., Church Center 

First Eucharist children are meeting for their retreat on Wednesday, April 28  at 
4:00 p.m. in the Church Center.  A practice with parents will follow at 6:15 p.m.  
Parents are also invited to witness their child’s renewal of baptismal promises at 
6:00 p.m. in the Church Center. 

 

 

CONFIRMATION DAY OF RELECTION  
Saturday, May 8, 2:00 p.m., Church Center  

Our Confirmandi (CPIII) will be coming together for a Day of Reflection on Satur-
day, May 8  at 2:00 p.m.  in the Church Center. Parents should be working on com-
pleting their preparation for their activity. The Day of Reflection will conclude with a 
Confirmandi Mass at 5:30 p.m. 

“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Fourth Sunday of Easter  

 

Focus:  The Lamb and the Shepherd  
 “God cares for us like a loving shepherd.” 
 

Scripture : "My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me . . . " 
John 10: 27-30 

 

Reflection:  What is your experience of recognizing a voice?  Have others recog-
 nized your voice without seeing you?  When have you felt secure in 
 another’s presence? 
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101 QUESTIONS AND AN-
SWERS ABOUT DEACONS  

These questions have been taken 
from Deacon Bill Ditewig’s book enti-
tled, “101 Questions and Answers 
about Deacons” and have been pro-
vided by Deacon Sam Constantino, 
Director, Officer of the Diaconate for 
the Diocese of Metuchen. 
 

Question #9 — I understand that 
priests receive a salary for their 
ministry.  Do deacons get paid or 
are they volunteers? 
A.  In general, deacons are not com-
pensated for their ministry as dea-
cons.  Sometimes a deacon holds a 
job in the Church as a member of the 
bishop’s staff or a parish employee, 
such as the principal of a parish 
school.  In these cases, the deacon is 
usually paid whatever a lay person 
would be paid for serving in the same 
position.  Notice that such compensa-
tion is associated with the position 
accepted by the deacon in addition to 
his ecclesiastical assignment as a 
deacon, for which no compensation is 
generally provided.   
  

Question #10 — What are faculties, 
and why does a bishop give them to 
deacons? 
A.  One source defines faculties as 
“grants of jurisdiction or authorization 
made by Church law or by a compe-
tent superior to perform ministerial 
acts such as hearing confessions, 
officiating at weddings, granting dis-
pensations.”  In other words, faculties 
describe the specific authority a priest 
or deacon has to exercise certain 
functions, and all priests and deacons 
must have faculties from the diocesan 
bishop.   
A deacon’s faculties normally include 
functions such as celebrating bap-
tisms, weddings, funerals, and prayer 
services; proclaiming the Gospel and 
preaching at Mass and other occa-
sions; and performing other functions 
described in canon and liturgical law. 
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RESPECT LIFE 
“Any country that accepts abortion is 
not teaching its people to love, but 
[rather] to use violence to get what 
they want.  This is why the greatest 
destroyer of love and peace is abor-
tion.”  Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
 

BABY SHOWER FOR  
LOCAL PREGNANCY AID  

CENTERS 
Satruday, May 8, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 

p.m., Church of the Nazarene,  
Beaver Avenue 

Suggested gifts: diapers, wipes, cribs, 
baby linens; infant, toddler and chil-
dren’s clothing up to size 6.  Dressers, 
sewing machines and monetary gifts 
would be welcome. 
Prayers for life are always appreci-
ated. 
Refreshments will be available. 
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OPERATION RICE BOWL  
The Risen Christ gives all people a 
new hope. It is truly a time for rejoic-
ing. Our efforts with Catholic Relief 
Services’ Operation Rice Bowl have 
also given hope and new chances to 
many of our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world. Even though our 
Lenten journey is over, our solidarity 
with the poor needs to continue all 
year long. Visit crs.org to stay con-
nected with the Church’s work on be-
half of those in need around the world. 
Operation Rice Bowl donations can 
still be dropped off in the Narthex col-
lection box or brought to religious for-
mation classes. 
. 

 

Song:  “Shepherd Me O God” #484 
 

Story:  The Power of Half 
 

Fourteen-year-old Hannah and her father were driving in downtown Atlanta and 
stopped at a traffic light.  Hannah saw out the window a homeless man holding up 
a sign:  Homeless, please help.  At the same time, she noticed to her right a beau-
tiful Mercedes.  She said to her dad, "You know, if that man in the Mercedes didn't 
have such a nice car, then that homeless man could have a meal." 
Her dad thought about what Hannah said, and then remarked, "You know, if we 
didn't have such a nice car, that man could have a meal." 
The exchange between father and daughter started their whole family on a unique 
journey.  The Salwens - dad Kevin, mom Joan, daughter Hannah and son Joseph - 
wondered how they, as a family, could give up some of what they had in order to 
help others.   
What they decided to give up was their house. 
The Salwens put their 6,000-square-foot home on the market and moved into a 
much smaller house; then they committed $800,000 from the sale of the house to 
The Hunger Project, to support the project's work in the African nation of Ghana, 
enabling poor villages to move, by their own hard work, from poverty to self-
reliance. 
Kevin and Hannah chronicle their family's odyssey in The Power of Half: One 
Family's Decision to Stop Taking and Start Giving B ack. 
The family spent more than two years taking a hard look at their spending habits, 
planning the sale of their beautiful home, downsizing their life-styles, and research-
ing the smartest, most effective way to use the money.   
Why half? 
"Because it's measurable," Kevin writes.  "Often when caring individuals see social 
problems, our gut reaction is 'I ought to do more.'  But 'more' is too vague to be 
useful, and we end up not doing much of anything.  By contrast, 'half' provides a 
metric to live with, a way to set a standard to push us to achieve. 
"Just about everything [our family] has done can be replicated, regardless of the 
economy or the individual asset level.  The Power of Half is more about how we 
undertook our family project than about what we did . . . our project was never 
about size.  We chose to sell our house because it was something our family could 
handle from the perspective of giving half . . . but your 'half' can be whatever you 
choose, at whatever budget you set." 
  
In the scene at that traffic light in Atlanta, the God of mercy spoke to Hannah and 
her dad; in the hearts of the Salwen family as they made the difficult choice and did 
the hard work to make a difference by their "half," the Christ of compassion prod-
ded and guided.  The "voice" of Christ speaks to all of us; what is required of us, 
first, is that we listen deliberately and intentionally for his voice in order to re-
spond.  The love and peace of the Good Shepherd are present in the many mo-
ments of compassion that bless our lives: in the kind word, in the listening ear, in 
every act of kindness and generosity.  Christ is present, as well, in every blessing 
of "half" we extend to others.  In our own acts of generosity, love and forgiveness, 
we echo and give voice to the Risen Christ and the good news of hope and grace 
that is the Easter miracle. 

Connections, April 2010 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 
 

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 

IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 

SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

CONNXIONS 
We have each been designed to live out our journey with God in 
connection with those around us. God has brought each and 
every one of us into community with one another and equipped 
us for a specific function within that community. As a parish we 
desire to see everyone discover their part and enable them to 
live it out. 
Connections are important in everyone’s life. We form relation-
ships with family and friends. Gravesites remind us of our con-
nections to those who have gone before us, and relics and writ-

ings connect us to saintly people in our Church. Without renewed connections we 
often float away from family, friends and Church. Our Connxions ministry seeks to 
assist our parishioners in establishing and maintaining connections within our faith 
community and especially with the life of Jesus Christ. 
Can you assist us in our work on our Connxions team? The people in this ministry 
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month except December. The work involves 
the exploration of ways to bring people together in a community dedicated to em-
powering people to live in accord with the Gospel message. Please consider join-
ing this ministry to strengthen our Christian bonds. 
If you can’t make a commitment to join us once a month, please consider volun-
teering to be a companion to a new parishioner or family joining our parish. Com-
panions keep in contact with those new to our parish and extend an invitation to 
join in our liturgical and social activities where possible. 
We cannot be effective without your help, so please  take a moment and vol-
unteer to be a companion today. You can use the sig nup at the end of the 
bulletin or email Earl Roberts with your name, phon e and email at er-
oberts@ccsjn.org . 
 

VITALITY COFFEES 
Vitality coffees provide members of the parish an opportunity to get to know and 
understand the work of various parish programs and ministries. We connect with 
each other and gain insight into the work that goes on within our community. If your 
parish group has not yet sponsored a vitality coffee and would like to do so, please 
contact Earl at the parish office 832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org to schedule 
your coffee. 
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
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Leviticus 

FOURTH YEAR OF THEOLOGY is a very mixed year of 
preparation from a celebration point of view and the spiritual 
dimension. A good deal of the time is spent in practicing Mass. 
You are buddied up with another deacon and at least once a 
week practice Mass. You watched him and he watched you. 
My partner was Bob Howe a tall, lanky southern gentlemen. 
We worked well together. We also took sign language to-

gether. I think that he subsequently left the priesthood. I wonder if he can still say 
Mass the old way, the pre-Vatican II Mass that we learned in Latin. Yes, my first 
Mass was in Latin. I had a wooden chalice that was passed on to me by someone 
else who no longer needed it when he was ordained and got his own. Some were 
made of glass. It was important to have a node because you were tested as to 
where you put your fingers after the Consecration. Once you consecrated the 
bread you had to keep your thumb and first finger together for the rest of the Mass 
until after the distribution of communion when you purified your fingers. Thus you 
had to grasp the cup around the node - the reason for the node. 
The rest of the rubrics (way to celebrate) of the sacraments were not as compli-
cated. Rubrics are called thus because the instructions are written in red and the 
Latin for red is ruber. The other sacrament that caused some angst was Penance, 
not because of the rubrics but because of the awesome job of listening to some-
one’s sins and giving advice. The first time I went into the confessional I went 
armed with books. I didn’t want to say the wrong thing or give wrong advice. This 
was as frightening as saying Mass was awesome. 
In my first year of priesthood I had the challenge of hearing bestiality confessed 
and a man in the Vroom building of the State Hospital. The Vroom Building was for 
the criminally insane. The man kneeling beside me on the floor as I sat on a chair 
confessed to murdering his wife. I got so nervous I just gave him 3 Hail Marys and 
got rid of him fast. Talk about the big sweat. 
My other concern was Extreme Unction (today it is called Anointing of the Sick.) I 
had a dread, nay in fact a fear, of dead people. My concern for the sick was that I 
wouldn’t know what to say or not know how to comfort. My first assignment was to 
a parish in Trenton, Blessed Sacrament. This parish had a city hospital and a State 
Hospital as well as a State Home for Girls and a pastor who said he was the head 
of the parish (the brains) and the two associates were the feet. He had pretty much 
retried from running around. One of my first sick calls to the State Hospital was to 
anoint a dead lady. She was covered with a sheet. I pulled the sheet down off her 
face. Her eyes were closed and so I proceeded to anoint her forehead with oil. As I 
moved the skin on her forehead one eye opened. There was almost another dead 
body, mine on the floor. After that I just lowered the sheet to the forehead and did 
not uncover the eyes. 
I was once called to the home of three elderly people. The brother was sick and 
the two ladies had been tending him. Of course they never called us for commun-
ion because if someone saw the priest go into the house they assumed someone 
was dying. You did not want the priest to come to your house. They said that they 
thought he had trouble breathing. Trouble breathing? They had books under his 
chin because he was dead and his mouth was open. Denial is not just a river in 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
I continue reflecting on the Focus Group in 
which I was asked to participate on the idea 
of priesthood. The reflection has to be two 
way since the priest does not act in isolation. 
What may be problematic for the priest and 
the church also involves the response or lack 
of response of another. 
One of the solutions to the priest shortage is 
international priests (priests from other coun-
tries.) Besides last week’s problems there is 
another difficulty. The countries that these 
men are coming from are also in need of 
priests. Is it right to steal these men away 
from the need of developing countries where 
Catholics are growing in numbers? So often 
people ask Father Šimo why he doesn’t come 
to this country and work. Of course they are 
looking for him to be “their” priest. 
They don’t want him to come and go to an-
other parish. Nor are they considering his 
desires and the amount of education his dio-
cese has supplied for his training. They don’t 
realize that his family is in Bosnia and Austria 
and not in the USA. The presumption is that 
America is a better place and that he doesn’t 
enjoy the work he is doing or the people he is 
serving and that he would prefer to come to 
the “land of opportunity.” He works with the 
youth and seminarians in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. They still come out and respond 
to what he is offering. We can’t get our youth 
to come out or anyone to work with them 
(outside of Catholic Heart Work Camp in the 
summer and Confirmation retreat in the Fall.) 
Are we not being selfish and self centered? 
Why don’t we work on promoting, supporting 
and encouraging vocations? Why don’t we 
get our own vocations or promote a sense of 
ministry in the Church with young people? 
We have two men being ordained to the 
priesthood this year in the diocese and one 
being ordained to the transitional deaconate – 
so one priest next year. We have already this 
year lost two priests to death and two who left 
the priesthood. They are slipping out the back 
door as quickly as they are coming in the 
front door. That is neither an increase nor 
helping the dilemma. 
Since we are not supposed to talk about 
women priests or a married clergy or  bring 
back those who left and got married maybe 
we should change our focus. Why don’t we 
put our efforts into encouraging and training 
people for ministry in the Church? As they 
grow into recognizing the worth of ministry 
and get caught up in serving others they may 
be inclined to become deacons or even 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 



 

 

Egypt. 
The nurses did the same thing. They never said someone was dead. They used 
euphemisms like – “I think that he has ceased to breathe,” “she is in need of last 
rites,” “he doesn’t have long.” They just could not say they died. Maybe they were-
n’t allowed to say that. I remember anointing someone whom I was told passed 
and while I was anointing him, he gasped. I went out to get the nurse. I said “He’s 
not dead.” She came in and assured me it was just a last sound as the air left him. 
The time and lessons of preparation were of course nothing like the real thing, 
however we were prepared well theoretically if not practically. I don’t think that any-
one is ever prepared thoroughly. The Year in the Life of a Priest brings many days 
and nights to mind. There are many good memories, some that bring tears and 
others that bring laughter. And there are always people who are the essence of 
these experiences.  
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SAVE THE DATE 
Friday, June 4 & Saturday, June 5 

The 24th Annual Auction & Dinner Dance 
It will be a wild weekend of winning! 

 
A 1940’s Theme:  “We Can Do It!” Event 

Tricky Tray  �   Wine/Beer/Cheese Tasting  �  Dinner Dance  �   
50/50 Drawing .� Fab 5 Raffle  �   Silent & Live Auction 

 
More information will follow in the coming weeks.  If you are inter-
ested in helping out, please let us know.  Contact Judy Ross at 
ciao2@mindspring.com or Karen Porto at kporto@aol.com. 

 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 24 families  purchase Shop-Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last weekend, 
for a total of $2,675.00 with $133.75 going to St. Mary’s.  Stop after Mass on the 
weekends or come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and 
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  Thanks to the volunteers who are willing to 
stay a few minutes after Mass to sell these cards and all who use them to shop. 

priests - and if not at least help with ministry 
which doesn’t require ordination. For really 
what does a priest do that can’t be done by 
others except say Mass and hear confessions 
(there aren’t many of these anymore.) He also 
anoints the sick but I think it would be easier 
to get a deacon to do this if it did not involve 
confession. A deacon can baptize, marry, give 
out communion, and visit the sick. A lay per-
son can baptize in emergency, give out com-
munion, visit the sick and I am sure without 
any stretch of the imagination witness a mar-
riage. Are not all people at the wedding wit-
nesses? The priest or deacon is not the minis-
ter of Matrimony. The couple are the minis-
ters. Haven’t we always taught that?  We 
need to rethink ministry and priesthood. Peo-
ple need to change their expectation and 
nostalgic perspective on priesthood. It is worn 
out. 
On that score we need to adjust to the 
changes. Mass is not a service of conven-
ience. Neither, of course, is ministry of the 
Word and Sacrament. We need to have peo-
ple committed to being present to read and 
distribute communion not on their own time 
and terms but on the need of the community 
and their commitment to that ministry. That 
means showing up, before time, and also at 
times when it is needed but not convenient. 
We expect the priest to do this. Why should 
we not expect the minister of word and sacra-
ment? 
As people expecting a funeral service or plan-
ning a wedding maybe it can’t be at a time 
convenient for them but at a time that fits into 
the presider’s schedule and availability. We 
don’t have this problem because we don’t 
have that many weddings and funerals. We 
do have to adjust our needs or wants with 
availability. 
Recently Earl, our deacon candidate, wanted 
to attend his granddaughter’s confirmation, a 
legitimate request. He had a class or day of 
recollection at the diocese and I have been 
asking for him to come each weekend to one 
of the Masses. I will expect this when he is 
ordained a deacon. There is no problem with 
the request or desire. However, I could not go 
to my niece’s First Holy Communion because 
I was a priest and I had to work on the week-
end. When my mother died I had to go back to 
the parish to celebrate Mass on Mother’s Day 
and return for the wake at night. We did not 
have those liberties when I was young. Even 
recently I had a chance to go away on a 
weekend but could not find a priest for Mass. 
My point is that there is not only a need for 
vocations. There is also a need for commit-
ment to ministry and a change in what is ex-
pected and what can be done about it by both 
people and the Church.  
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PONDERING PAUSES, CONT. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 25, 2010  
Sunday:  Acts 13:14, 43-52/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 
Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:1-10 
Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24---13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 
Next Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 
© Liturgical Publications Inc 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 4/26 S. Griffin  
Tuesday, 4/27 Angel Needed   
Wednesday, 4/28 D. Zigmantanis 
Thursday, 4/29 Angel Needed   
 

Grocery Cards 
April 24 & 25 

5:30 p.m. M. Stout  
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski 
10:30 a.m. R. McShane 

May 1 & 2 
5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti  
8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn 
10:30 a.m. R. DeStefano 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 4/25 C. Fortenbacker 
Week of 5/2 L. Feller 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
April 30 Team E 
May 7 Team A 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
April 30 C. Carroll 
May 7 L. Patterson 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life.   

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re  
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
“They will not hunger or thirst anymore, nor will the sun or any heat strike them.” 
Revelations 7:16 
 
The second reading today from the Book of Revelations speaks of John’s vision of 
the afterlife or heaven in the traditional image. Of course there is the sense of per-
fection in this vision. No hunger or thirst suggests that there will be no need to eat 
or no need to worry about eating. I always wonder in this image who will grow, col-
lect, prepare and serve the meal. Of course this is taking the image too far. The 
idea is satisfaction and contentment. 
Taking stewardship literally may also present such contradictions or questions. The 
truth is though, who in life supplies the food and drink? Does God give someone 
the power to multiply like Jesus, the bread and the fish, or does that also mean that 
we should share and that will make the difference? The difficulty of literal versus 
symbolical can lead us astray. When I was young, someone said to me not to 
waste food, they said that there were people in China starving. I don’t know why it 
was China. The current response, in a smart-mouthed way, is to wrap it up and 
send it to them. Of course it was symbolic not literal. 
“No hunger and no thirst” means that we should share and not let another go with-
out, especially if we have in abundance. We also don’t need sun block for the sec-
ond image to be realized. The protection from deadly rays will not strike but that we 
will be protected by one another. What a great image of heaven or the afterlife or 
just being protected under the wings of God. We are challenged today to put into 
image and action how stewardship can be affected and how we can become a 
stewardship parish by sharing as a spiritual way of life.  

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

 

SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. Last week-
end, we collected $133.75 in profit 
from the sale of Shop Rite, A&P and 
Kings card.  This profit will be sent 
to St. Mary’s in Coeburn.  

For April 19, 2009 
80 Weekly Donors  ................. $2,348.50 
20 Monthly Donors ................. $2,410.00 
Loose Money ............................... $67.00 
Total ....................................... $4,825.50 
49 Church in Eastern Europe . $869.00 
21 Direct Deposit ....................... $910.00 

 

For April 18, 2009 
73 Weekly Donors  ................. $2,117.00 
25 Monthly Donors ................. $2,860.00 
Loose Money  .............................. $37.00 
Total ....................................... $5,014.00 
46 Church in Eastern Europe . $755.00 
20 Direct Deposit ....................... $971.25 

Weekly Averages 
March ................................... $5,616.00 
February ............................... $6,165.00 
January ............................... $5,668.00 
December ............................ $6,022.00 
November ............................ $5,771.00 
October ................................ $5,795.00 
September ........................... $5,590.00 
August .................................. $5,350.00 
July ....................................... $5,915.00 
June ..................................... $4,950.00 
May ...................................... $5,474.00 
April ...................................... $6,757.00 
Weekly Need ....................... $7,034.00  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�
�� Companions Ministry  
�
�� Connxions Ministry  
�
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
�
�� Help with Auction Weekend  
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 

�� Interfaith Hospitality Network  
�� 5:00-8:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dinner (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Provide dessert (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� 8:00-10:00 p.m. Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 
�� Overnight Hospitality (4/27, 4/28 or4/30) 

 

Questions? Call Eileen Papson: 908-832-7290 
papson@comcast.net 


