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Diocese of Metuchen
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski,
Bishop
Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, retired
Bishop
www.diometuchen.org

Trustees:
Mary Connolly
Lyle Garcia

Rev. J William Mickiewicz...... Pastor
Thomas J. Gilheany.Retired Deacon
Earl Roberts........ Pastoral Assistant,
Connxions and Social Ministry

Dr. Rose Fay....... Pastoral Assistant,
Formation

PO Box 455
Califon, NJ 07830

398 County Route 513
Califon, NJ
HE IS RISEN 908-832-2513
908-832-7168 fax
WWW.CCSjn.org

Catholic Community of St. John Neumann
398 County Road 513

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, (Church Center)
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian o

Communities, Saturday Vigil Mass........... 5:30 p.m.
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and  guigd ™o go oy

STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is
a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual

390 County Road 513
(Neumann Residence)

journey of hope: Tuesday ........ccceevererererenenns 7:00 p.m.
. Wednesday .......ccccceeeeviennnns 9:30 a.m.
TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith TS X 2 7:00 a.m.

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. Saturday......cccceeeeennee 4:45-5:15 p.m.




PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830
WWW.CCSjn.org

Office Center..........ccccuvvee.. 908-832-2513
Church Center.................... 908-832-6343
Social Ministry...........cc....... 908-832-2262
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162
ConNNXiONS ....ceeeveeviiiieeeeenes 908-832-2262
FaXx..ooooooo 908-832-7618
Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance
Sharon Janks........ Pastoral Administrator
Rita Price ......cccccceevunne Parish Secretary
Kristin Gemma......... Bulletin Coordinator

Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session,
which is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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May 8 & 9 Tuesday, May 4
Saturday 5:30 p.m. 7:00 p.m. Margaret Sebastian req.
Celebrant.........oooiiiiii e Fr. Mickiewicz Lehnert Family
=T o1 (o ] SO PRSPPI A. Piechowski dnesd
ARBE SEIVET ...t a e e e e e eaaeeeeanes Germino Family Wednesday, May 5
Ministers of the Eucharist............ccccciiviiiiiii L. Garcia, B. Garcia, 9:30 a.m. Vincent Freer req. Mary
.................................................................... J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle, J. Gardner Roupenian & Lynda Doerr
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Friday, May 7
COIBDIANI......ooo s Fr. Mickiewicz 7:00 am. George Wunder req. Sally
LBCTON ... D. Rogers Graham
ABE SEIVET .t e e e e e e Stanski Family
Ministers of the Eucharist.........cccceevveeeeeueenn... C. Behrens, J. Klawunn, T. Klawunn Saturday, May 8
Sunday Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m. Kathy Bock req. Sharon &
— Alan Janks

CIBDIANT. ... Fr. Mickiewicz
=1 o USROS G. Porto Sunday, May 9
ABE SEIVET .t e e e e e e eaanees Hunt Family . :

. : . . 8:00 a.m. Ellen D . Stansk
Ministers of the Eucharist...........ccccccoeiiiiiiiieee e, B. Gerristead, L. Gerristead, am Fa?nnily oran req. stansx
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' A. Giametta, D. Torczon, M. Milko 10:30 a.m. Evelyn Bitters req. Sharon

& Alan Janks
+ )
Sunday, May 2 — Paving our Yellow Brick Road/Computer Sunday, May 2
Recycling Ends 4:00 p.m.  Opera (Lambertville)

9:00 p.m.  K-6 Catechesis/FFD Gr. 5 (Valley View)
10:30 a.m.  Baptism — Oborne (Church Center)
6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)

Monday, May 3 — St. Philip & St. James

Tuesday, May 4 — BIl. John Martin Moore

9:30 a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
Wednesday, May 5 — St. Waldrada
9:30 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting

(Office Center)
Thursday, May 6 — BI. Elizabeth of Hungary

7:00 p.m.  Quilting (Office Center)

7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry (Church Center)
Friday, May 7 — Ss. Eovald & Sixtus

7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

5:00 p.m.  Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, May 8 — BIl. Anthony Bajewski

2:00 p.m.  CPIIl Day of Reflection (Church Center)
5:30 p.m.  Confirmandi Mass (Church Center)

Sunday, May 9 — Mother’s Day
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center)

Monday, May 3
Bulletin

Tuesday, May 4
7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)

Wednesday, May 5

9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting

(Office Center)
Thursday, May 6

10:30 a.m.  Appointment (Away)
1:30 p.m.  Appointment (Away)
Friday, May 7
7:00 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)

Saturday, May 8

10:00 a.m.  Barbara Miller's Internment
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Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams

Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker

Mary Anna Bennett
Jean Blewitt
Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Olga Charkut

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Patty Colaneri
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Glorai Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Maria Elena Dawson
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Mary DiGiovanni
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Colleen Hendzrak
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Sheila Hup
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Robert Jandersit
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
Gertrude Kaemmerer
Harry Kaemmerer
John Kaemmerer
Trudy Kaemmerer

Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Irma Price
( )
Albert Rayburn
Tom Regan
Regina ReCasino
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
Diane Sacco
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Christopher Skuza
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Eileen Zocchi
Michael Zocchi
Lucille Zmuda

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 MASS

Responsorial Psalm: 10:30 Mass: Breaking Bread #82 8

NEW JERUSALEM

“The One seated on the throne spoke: ‘| make all creation new.
What is new? The novelty is that now God’s own people live in
God’s own city, New Jerusalem. Here God lives intimately with
his bride: us. Finally the Christmas promise arrives. Here and
now is the time of Emmanuel, God-with-us. Until the fulfillment,
we continue the Messiah work as do Barnabas and Paul. We
thrive on eucharistic nourishment that gives a foretaste of glory
divine: the Holy Eucharist of the New Jerusalem. Taste and see
how good it is.

Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C. lllustration © 2000 K. Sullivan. Text, Philip J. Sand-
strom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD
This Weekend

There will be two collections next weekend. The collection after the communion of
the Mass will be for paving the Yellow Brick Road of our mortgage. We need
$6,707.00 each week to meet the mortgage. What we don't get in the collection we
make up with fundraising. So when you buy cash cards or work for the yearly Auc-
tion you are helping to meet this mortgage. Last month 117 families gave
$4,179.00. Thanks you for your generous support to this indebtedness.

MOTHER'’S DAY SPIRITUAL BOUQUET

Rose Felitti

Remembered at Mass
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and resurrection. The

following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Anna Marshall —
Rev. Anthony Dandry — Sophie Arendacs — Eleanor Ang eline —
Jerry Campbell — Rev. William Gardner

Deceased: Rev. William Gardner , friend of Fr. Bill. May he find peace and comfort in
the embrace of the Lord and may his family find strength in the Lord and comfort and
support from family and friends.




ORDINATION SURPRISE!
BRENDAN JOSEPH BUCKLER

Last week | got an invitation in the mail from the Diocese of Raleigh, North Caro-
lina to the deaconate ordination of Brendan Joseph Buckler. | was surprised and
delighted.

The Bucklers were here at St. Johns from 1988 to 1998. Their oldest son Mickey
was confirmed here in 1990 and Brendan, their youngest, was confirmed here in
1993. | remember them well but have had no contact with them since then. | was
surprised to hear that Brendan was going to be ordained to the deaconate on June
5 and that | was invited. | was delighted to be remembered and invited. He is really
the first member of St. John’'s who has gone on to study for the priesthood. | am
presuming that this is the transitional deaconate because you have to be at least
35 to be ordained to the permanent deaconate.

Alas, that is the date of our Annual Auction and so | had to decline the invitation. |
hope that if he is ordained next year and | get invited | will go if it is the same day
as the auction or not. There are certain things that take precedence.

| extended our congratulations to him and this great blessing which | feel that we
are a part of.

SEEKING INFORMATION/EXPERTISE ABOUT
SOLAR ENERGY

The Property Management Committee has been researching Solar Energy for the
Church. This is new to us but we have had some representatives from some differ-
ent companies come out and give us information. We are at a point where we
really need to determine what, if anything would be our next step and we are ask-
ing for the help of anyone with information or expertise to please contact the office.
You can speak to Sharon, Fr. Bill or anyone on the Committee.

SPRING CLEANUP THANKS

Thanks to all those who helped with our annual spring cleanup. They are: David
Baumann and his friend Lucia, Mary Cangelosi, Lyle Garcia, Josh Geerinck,
Kristin Heimall, Daniel Infusino, Wayne Infusino, S cott Jarvis, France Ken-
nedy, James Kennedy, Ray Klacik, Liz Livoti, Michae | Maratta, Rita Price, and
Jack Zigmantanis . Also thanks to the Property Management Committee: Fr. Bill,
Fred Heimall, Lou Livoti, Bill Behrens, Tom Bennett , Barbara Martalus , and
Sharon Janks .

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 15, 2010

Opening Prayer: Mike Mastro

Present: Father Bill, Pam Casserly,
John Cole, Kevin Dean, Bill Harrison,
Roger Malone, Mike Mastro, Eileen
Papson, Marilyn Wickel

Reflection : 10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish #6, the statement: "Faith is Nur-
tured” was discussed. It was noted
that Staff and the Property Manage-
ment Committee have closing prayer
and questions for discussion at each
of their meetings. The Pastoral Coun-
cil does this as well. While it is evident
that faith is nurtured in our parish,
there is always room for improvement.

Committee Meeting:  Fundraising
Committee will be rescheduled for
April. Social Ministry will be asked to
attend our May meeting.

Old and Continuing Business

New Member Recruitment/Vitality
Coffee Feedback — There was a good
turnout for the coffee with 5 possibili-
ties for new members. The possibility
of having a different set up in the nar-
thex or not having the coffee at the
same Mass as the children’s liturgy
due to space constraints was dis-
cussed.

Information night will be Monday,
March 29. Discernment will be Mon-
day, April 12. Induction of new mem-
bers will take place Sunday, May 23
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

Town Meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, May 3. The tentative topic will be
Transition Preparedness/Mapping the
Yellow Brick Road. Father Bill will ask
Mary Connolly, Lyle Garcia, Jim De-
Vito, and Marilyn Wickel to speak at

Continued on next page




Pastoral Council, Cont.

the Town Meeting.

It was decided to form a subcommittee
to archive vitally important historical
Pastoral Council data. Anyone with
electronic documents relating to the
pastoral is asked to send them to Pam
Casserly.

Calendar: A meeting calendar was
generated for the upcoming year.

Pastor's Corner : Father Bill informed
us that Wayne Infusino has been hired
for maintenance and will be fixing the
drain in the kitchen.

Closing Prayer : Mike Mastro

Next Meeting : Monday, April 19, 2010
7:00 p.m.

NEW MEMBER RECRUIT-
MENT DATES:

Pastoral Council Induction: May
23 at 10:30 a.m. Mass
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NEW USCCB WEBSITE

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops' Department of Justice, Peace and Hu-
man Development in collaboration with eleven Catholic organizations has estab-
lished a new website dedicated to promoting Catholic social teaching on campus.
While it is targeted at college students and campus ministers it can be a rich re-
source for all people young and old interested in knowing, understanding and
“Transforming Our World and Our Catholic Faith into Action.” The website can be
found at www.usccb.org/campus.

“The future is in your hands, because the gifts and riches that the Lord has en-
closed in the heart of each one of you, molded by the encounter with Christ, can
bring authentic hope to the world!” - Pope Benedict XVI, Message for World Youth
Day 2010

FREE SEMINAR

The Superior Court of New Jersey is sponsoring a free seminar entitled “Domestic
Violence...Let's Talk About It", Friday — May 14 at 1:30 p.m. at the Hunterdon
County Justice Center, 65 Park Avenue, Jury Assembly Room , 1% Floor, Fleming-
ton. Topics covered will include: What constitutes domestic violence under the law,
and what does not? What is coercive control? What is a temporary restraining or-
der and how can | get a TRO? What community services are available to people
affected by domestic violence?

(Questions call 908-231-7632 or email SOMOmbudsman@judiciary.state.nj.us )

GENNESARET RETREAT

The 37" Gennesaret Retreat for the seriously Ill will be help on May 14, 15, and 16
2010. Due to the closure of the Vincentian Center, the May Retreat will be held at
the Archdiocesan Retreat Center in Kearny, NJ. The retreat is designed to provide
a spiritual and temporal oasis for men and women suffering with a serious illness.

Please let those who are seriously ill and those who work with them know of
this retreat.

Pray for both the retreatants and those working in this ministry program.

One can assist by writing a short note of encouragement for the retreatant.
This could come from school children as well as adults. Address it to “Dear
Friend” and send it to Gennesaret at 11 Anton Place, Aberdeen, N.J. 07747

Consider sponsoring a retreatant. (The retreat is free for the retreatants; how-
ever the cost to Gennesaret, which is covered through donations, is $130 per
person for meals and lodging.
For further information or to participate in the retreat please contact Hilare Reinold
at 732-566-7237

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house, they
are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 — website

www.rvhabitat.org




SHIP'S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN
Monday, May 10, 10:00 a.m., Office Center

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, May 10 . We will need hot casse-
roles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please
call Anne Germino at 908-343-1618 . All items must be at the Office Center by
10:00 a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. Thank you for your continued support

of this Ministry.

ST. JOHN'S SPRING GIVING TREE

Our Spring Giving Tree is blooming in the Narthex. This year we are assisting The
Center for Great Expectation, The Women'’s Crisis Center, Elijah’'s Promise and
several local families. Please take a tag, sign it out and return the item on the tag
to the Narthex or Seton Room with the tag affixed by Sunday, May 16. There is no
need to wrap any item, however, gift cards should be placed in an envelope to pro-
tect the magnetic strip. Your contribution will make a difference in someone’s life!

PROJECT EARTH GARDEN

In the past two weekends we have planted two varieties of pota-
toes and three kinds of onions along with fifty daylilies in a vari-
ety of colors. Thank you to Lon D’Armiento leading the Girl
Scout Troop including Angie D’Armiento, Clare Moriarty, Amy
Scalera, Hope Murray and Brigit McGill . They put in a lot of
hard work. Also, thanks to Ed D’Armiento for tilling all the beds
and restoring them to a size they haven't seen in several years
due to the encroaching grass. He was assisted by his son Phil.

The Girl Scouts also started a variety of seedlings that will be planted when the
danger of frost is past. You can assist the Scouts with spreading composted ma-
nure (donated and delivered by Fran Spann and Joe Hulsemann ) this Sunday
afternoon April 25. On May 2 we will continue with planting carrots and beets. We
usually begin at 1:00 p.m. Consult the website for the tentative calendar for the
season.

Our sincere thanks to Anne Germino who once again is leading our garden efforts
which will help supplement the fresh vegetable needs of those in need at the two
food pantries that we support.

XAVIER SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND

Do you know someone who has poor vision or is blind? Do you know someone
who has trouble holding a magazine or a book? The Xavier Society for the Blind
has a large lending library of books in Braille, large print and audio CDs. They
record ten periodicals (some weekly, some monthly and some quarterly), and pro-
vide the Mass readings for Sundays and Feast days in all three formats. Mailing is
free to and from people certified as blind (which can also include having partial
vision or having difficulty dealing with traditional print because of other physical
ailments, dyslexia or other impediments. To register and get a free catalogue of
books and periodicals and other materials available, call 212-473-7800 or 800-637
-9193. The website is www.xaviersocietyfortheblind.org.

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate you Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!




FIRST EUCHARIST

Congratulations to all our First Com-
municants and their families:

- % &

Lisa Cucchiara
William Dainoski
Catherine Evanko

Emma Evanko

Dana Marie Fabiano
Isabella Fleischacker
Madison Kelly
Nina Lewis
Hannah Nacamuli

Amelia Puglia
James Quartuccio

Hannah Redrup

Joseph Rojas
Casey Roskowski

Sarah Upwood

Daniel Uss

Special thanks to Fr. Bill , who always
makes this celebration so meaningful
for the children and their families. We
also want to thank Cathy Gagen, our
Sacramental Coordinator, for her
many years of excellent First Eucha-
rist catechesis of our children. Thank-
you to the catechists: Gloria Cuc-
chiara, Susan Kelly and Linda Quar-
tuccio, who dedicated their time and
talent to this year's class. We also
want to show our appreciation for the
music ministry of Gerry Brisson , who
generously works with the children
before our celebration and helps us
along with other members St. John’s
Music Ministry celebrate First Eucha-
rist so beautifully.
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, June 4, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process,
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day
of Baptism as well. All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend
Mass, except in special circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the
child into the church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise
their child in the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St.
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — June 4 at 7:15 p.m. The dead-
line for signing up to attend this program is Frida y — May 14. For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

CONFIRMATION DAY OF REFLECTION
Saturday, May 8, 2:00 p.m., Church Center

Our Confirmandi (CPIIl) will be coming together for a Day of Reflection on Satur-
day, May 8 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Center. Parents should be working on com-
pleting their preparation for their activity. The Day of Reflection will conclude with a
Confirmandi Mass at 5:30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION DAY OF DISCERNMENT
Saturday, May 22, 2:00 p.m., Church Center

All CPII candidates for Confirmation will be having their Day of Discernment on
May 22 at 2:00 p.m. in the Church Center. At least one parent is required to ac-
company their child. Sponsors are also invited to participate along with their candi-
date. Following this Day of Discernment, the Rite of Covenant will be celebrated
at the 5:30 p.m. Mass .
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SAVE THE DATE
Friday, June 4 & Saturday, June 5

The 24th Annual Auction & Dinner Dance
It will be a wild weekend of winning!

A 1940’s Theme: “We Can Do It!” Event
Tricky Tray Wine/Beer/Cheese Tasting  Dinner Dance
50/50 Drawing . Fab 5 Raffle Silent & Live Auction
More information will follow in the coming weeks. If you are interested in helping
out, please let us know. Contact Judy Ross at ciao2@mindspring.com or Karen

Porto at kporto@aol.com.
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“‘OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Focus: Authentic Christian Living
“We find love and encouragement in Christian community.”
Scripture : "I give you a new commandment: love one another."
John 13: 31-35
Reflection:  When has your experience of love made God present? Have you
ever come to know Jesus in the love of others? If you could give
your friends one last message, what would you say?
Sona: “Love One Another” #422
Story: A family label, ungarbled

She was the daughter of emotionally distant parents, a couple always at war with
each other and their children. She grew up believing that there was something
wrong with her, that she was ungracious, selfish and cold. The label stuck into her
teens and as a young adult. Friendships and relationships were disastrous - but
she believed she deserved what she got, that she was the damaged one - and that
anyone who got close enough to her deserved what they got, too.
Then she met the man she would marry. She warned him that she was "too self-
ish" to love anyone. But he looked her in the eye and said, "I know who you
are. And | know you are a good loving person.” Hoping he was right, she married
him.
Then she gave birth to their first daughter. After three days without sleep and 14
hours of excruciating labor, she held her baby girl for the first time. And she dis-
covered something: She could, indeed, love another person. She writes:

"That night, and in the many wakeful nights and days that followed, | was thinking
first, and nearly wholly, about someone else . . . What | felt for my daughter by-
passed the language center of my brain altogether. It was a jolt, an electric sizzle
that connected my head to my heart. It wasn't hearts and flowers; in fact, much of
the time it felt nearly unbearable, like blood starting to flow in a frozen extrem-
ity. [It] kept me up nights, worrying about whether she was getting enough to eat,
to drink, whether she was happy. Whether she was still breathing . . . I'd come to
associate the word love with feelings of pain and despair. But this connection we
had, this bond - this was a whole new experience.
"For weeks | did not, could not name it. And then one day the word slid out of my
mouth as my daughter cried on the changing table. | love you, yes | do, | said,
patting her dry, fastening the Velcro strips on the diaper cover. And for the first
time in my life, | believed it."

[From "Modern Love: A Family Fable, Ungarbled" by Harriet Brown, The New
York Times, March 3, 2010.]

When we are able to see beyond our own labels, when we are able to embrace the
needs and hopes of another - spouse, child, or friend - the love of Christ becomes
a reality. Jesus the Healer and Reconciler, Jesus the Footwasher, Jesus the Cru-
cified, entrusts his Church a "new" standard and understanding of love: love that
places others first and the common good before our own, love that renews and re-
creates all human relationships, love that transforms the most Godless and secular
world view into the compassion and justice of God.

Connections, May 2010
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RESPECT LIFE

Pam Tebow, mother of the celebrated
college football star, Tim Tebow,
shared the story of her decision
against abortion as the Save A Life
Ministries annual banquet. She told
how she first reported the story in an
interview at the 2007 Heisman Trophy
award for Tim. “God was so gra-
cious,” she said. “I didn’t have to give
up my life, and he didn’t take the life of
my son.” LifeNews, 3/3/10.

BABY SHOWER FOR
LOCAL PREGNANCY AID
CENTERS
Saturday, May 8, 10:00 a.m.—2:00

p.m., Church of the Nazarene,
Beaver Avenue

Suggested gifts: diapers, wipes, cribs,
baby linens; infant, toddler and chil-
dren’s clothing up to size 6. Dressers,
sewing machines and monetary gifts
would be welcome.

Prayers for life are always appreci-
ated.

Refreshments will be available.

M
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SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 28 families purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last
weekend, for a total of $4,175.00 with
$208.75 coming to St. John’s. Stop
after Mass on the weekends or come
to the Office Center during the week. It
costs you nothing and the Parish gains
5% on all gift cards. Thanks to the
volunteers who are willing to stay a
few minutes after Mass to sell these
cards and all who use them to shop.




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the office or drop the name
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers:

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. David Omstead, USA
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force

CONNXIONS

We have each been designed to live out our journey with God in
connection with those around us. God has brought each and
every one of us into community with one another and equipped
us for a specific function within that community. As a parish we
desire to see everyone discover their part and enable them to
live it out.
Connections are important in everyone’s life. We form relation-
ships with family and friends. Gravesites remind us of our con-
nections to those who have gone before us, and relics and writ-
ings connect us to saintly people in our Church. Without renewed connections we
often float away from family, friends and Church. Our Connxions ministry seeks to
assist our parishioners in establishing and maintaining connections within our faith
community and especially with the life of Jesus Christ.
Can you assist us in our work on our Connxions team? The people in this ministry
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month except December. The work involves
the exploration of ways to bring people together in a community dedicated to em-
powering people to live in accord with the Gospel message. Please consider join-
ing this ministry to strengthen our Christian bonds.
If you can’'t make a commitment to join us once a month, please consider volun-
teering to be a companion to a new parishioner or family joining our parish. Com-
panions keep in contact with those new to our parish and extend an invitation to
join in our liturgical and social activities where possible.
We cannot be effective without your help, so please
unteer to be a companion today. You can use the sig
bulletin or email Earl Roberts with your name, phon

oberts@ccsjn.org .

take a moment and vol-
nup at the end of the
e and email at er-_

VITALITY COFFEES

Vitality coffees provide members of the parish an opportunity to get to know and
understand the work of various parish programs and ministries. We connect with
each other and gain insight into the work that goes on within our community. If your
parish group has not yet sponsored a vitality coffee and would like to do so, please
contact Earl at the parish office 832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org to schedule
your coffee.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence,
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.
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A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST

Leviticus

Departures are always emotional. Leaving
a seminary where you have spent four
years of your life, professors and men with
whom you have studied for four, six and
some eight years is not an easy process.
Some of these men | would never see
again. It was also a mixed emotion be-
cause we were departing for the one thing
we had been preparing for all of this time
together.
It was traditional to ride in your car or the
taxi in a circle around the front of the build-
ing while the men sang “ECCE QUAM BO-
NUM” in Latin of course. It is from Psalm
133 - “How good, how delightful it is to live
as brothers all together! It is like a fine oil on the head, running down the beard,
running down Aaron’s beard, onto the collar of his robes. . .” One of my classmates
had a Beatle VFW. They put a plunger on the back with a cardboard cutout of a
winding key. They wound it before he took off. You then drove away to your home
diocese for ordination.
In those days | still carted a lot of things in my car and so | got a station wagon. It
was a black Chevrolet that had standard shift. Even though | was 25 | followed my
father’s direction. He did not believe in automatic shifts or air conditioning. So | got
a standard model. We had a great deal with a local car dealership. We bought the
car but did not have to pay anything until we had our First Mass and had monetary
gifts to pay for it. | think that that car cost me $3,000.00. Seven years later when |
got my second car | paid $4,200.00 and it had automatic shifting and AC. My father
had passed away in the meantime.
That trip home was very emotional. That drive from Baltimore to New Jersey was
not just a distance of miles but also a quantum leap to a new life, a dream coming
to reality and the facing of a new reality. As you know the word seminary comes
from the Latin word for seed. The seminary was a place where we were grown and
then transplanted to soil to take root and yield fruit. | went home first and then later
in the week we gathered at the Cathedral in Trenton for practice and an assign-
ment to the parish we would stay at overnight. | went to Incarnation in Trenton,
where a priest who had been stationed in my home parish was stationed, Father
John Sullivan. He was at my home parish of Our Lady of Victories in Sayreville
when | entered the seminary.
There were 12 of us ordained on Saturday, May 26, 1962. There were three men
from the seminary in Darlington, N.J., two from the Polish Seminary in Orchard
Lake, Michigan, one from the disbanded Fathers of Mercy and one from the previ-
ous class that was not ordained with his class and the five with whom | studied. We
also had two ordained in Rome, one of whom went on to become a bishop — Ed-
ward U. Kmiec who is now Bishop of Buffalo. That was a large class. The next year
the diocese of Trenton would ordain only two both of whom would leave the priest-
hood early on. Five of our class left the priesthood and two are deceased. Four of

Continued on next page
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PONDERING PAUSES

The second question that was asked
on the Task Force that | participated in
recently on the priesthood asked this
question. “Many priests today are af-
fected by a growing Catholic popula-
tion and a presbyterate that is declin-
ing in numbers and aging. Have you
noticed this trend in your diocese?
How is your ministry affected by it?”
My first puzzlement is that if so many
have left the Catholic Church because
of the sexual scandal why is there an
increase? |If half of fundamental
churches are former Catholics how is
it that we still have such large num-
bers? The prohibition against birth
control can’'t be making our numbers
to soar especially because most mar-
ried people practice birth control. Mar-
riages may bring many into the church
but again that is not my experience
and many who have had children bap-
tized don’'t come to church until reli-
gious education — especially for Com-
munion and Confirmation. After finish-
ing the sacraments of Initiation fami-
lies leave anyway.

Maybe we never drop those who no
longer go to church and so the re-
ported numbers rise. Each year at St.
John’s we weed out those who no
longer go to church. They may con-
sider themselves Catholic and they
may be good people but they are not
practicing. If we haven't heard from
people in a year or they don’t pick up
their envelopes we put them on the
inactive list. If two years go by without
any contact we drop them. We have
about 80 people on the inactive list.
We will shortly be calling them to see
what the problem is. If they are going
elsewhere or not going at all we will
drop them from our census. If this isn’t
kept accurate how can we say that
numbers are increasing?

In places where there is an increase,
people expect the same services they

Continued on next page




PONDERING PAUSES, CONT.

had when there were three priests in
the parish. People who do not go to
church reach out for baptisms, com-
munions, confirmations, marriage and
burials. Almost half of our confirmed
don’t come back to weekly Mass, not
just the student, the whole family
unless there are still other children to
be confirmed in the family. Families
who celebrate baptism also do not
return until the next child comes along
or they want religious education. Even
then some do not return.

My frustration in ministry is not the
growing numbers but the growing
numbers that you spend time minister-
ing to who drop out after you have put
so much time and energy into. Work
that bears no fruit is worse than work
that is demanding because of an in-
crease in numbers. There is a sense
of frustration when you plant but do
not harvest, when your crop is rooted
out, when it withers and dies like the
parable of the sower and the seed. My
ministry is affected more with frustra-
tion than by overwork. People’s atti-
tudes, demands and expectations (i.e.
when someone who does not go to
church wants a certificate to be a
sponsor when they are not practicing —
we both are aware that they do not go)
are what bring about a malaise.
Ministry has and will continue to
change. Not only because there are
less priests but because people are
not realistic about the shortage. When
they call for a funeral they want it at
their convenience and not what works
with staff and availability of church.
People expect not only the priest but
also the staff to be at the Church 24/7.
People will call at 7:00 at night asking
for a staff member as if they should be
here. They don’t expect staff to have
families, needs and time off. They are
even surprised when they learn that
they are paid.

There are more than meets the eye in
simple questions that seem to be the
problem. We have a lot to learn in this
age of transition and change.

the class are retired and three of us are still working.

The ordination ceremony is a long but beautiful ceremony filled with a lot of sym-
bols and life commitments. One of the impressive parts of the ceremony was to
have your anointed hands bound together, touching the chalice and paten. The
cloth that was used was traditionally buried with the mother of a priest. | cut a piece
off and buried it with my father two years later.

My father comes from a family of nine with many cousins. They hired a bus to take
them from Sayreville to Trenton though this may be common to do now this was an
unusual feat in those days. | don’t think that there was another bus at the ordina-
tion. It is now the custom to have a dinner after ordination. In those days we just
went home, collapsed and prepared for the First Mass the next day. That day be-
comes a pivotal date in your life. That date is the day of new beginnings and be-
comes the anniversary date to celebrate for the rest of your life. As | would learn
many years later the only difference between celibate and celebrate was two let-
ters. That was the first day of the rest of my life and the days of the Year of the
Priest.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 2, 2010

Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-334a, 34-35
Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Jn 15:9-11

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21

Next Sunday:  Acts 15:1-2, 22-29/Rv 21:10-14, 22-23/Jn 14:23-29

© Liturgical Publications Inc

WHERE DID YOU FIND GOD TODAY?
for God

Other6.com — the missing piece in your daily search

Some of us find God at chuch on Sundays, but finding God the other six days of
the week can be a puzzle. Other6.com is a community of people answering two
simple yet profound questions: Where have you found God today? And Where do
you need to find God today? Other6.com, brought to you by Loyola Press, a Jes-
uit Minisitry, is based on “examination of consciousness” — a prayerful review of
the day intended to help us recognize God in our daily routines.

Our prayer is that you will find www.other6.com helpful in you desire for a closer
relationshop with God. Join us today; you'll be glad you did.
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SHARING GOD’'S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re
Responses, 11 Youth Responses

“And when they arrived, they called the church together and reported what God
had done with them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” Acts
14:27

This week’s reading from Acts of the Apostles recounts the travels of Paul and
Barnabas all over Asia Minor and the sharing of Jesus’ message. The reality is that
they were sharing what originally was meant for the Jews with the Gentiles. Of
course they caused difficulties with the Jews who didn’t think that anything should
be shared with the Gentiles. This controversy in the early Church did not stop Paul.
He made an issue of it. He felt the good news was meant for all people.

Sometimes on the issue of stewardship we may feel that people have no right to
what we have been given, or earned, or found. The treasure we possess should be
kept for ourselves. We may give away leftovers or what we don’t want or that is
useless but not what we value, worked for or inherited. The Jews, as a tribal faith,
thought in tribal terms. Jesus challenges them repeatedly out of this mentality
when he commands his apostles to go out to the whole world.

We see Paul and Barnabas answering that call.

We too are challenged to respond and reach outside of our narrow mentality when
it comes to stewardship. This is a matter of justice and we as Americans have diffi-
culty with this concept of justice. We think primarily in terms of charity. Charity has
a whole different motivating action. Justice must precede charity. Charity is what
we give or do once we have satisfied the obligation of justice.

How do we open doors of faith to stewardship?

, 2%

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For April 26, 2009 Weekly Averages
75 Weekly DONOIS ................ $2.048.00 March......cccoooeeviiiii $5,616.00
35 Monthly DONOFS ................ $4.155.00 February.......ccccoooevvveiieennnnn. $6,165.00
1chid... $5.00 January ......cccooeeeeieiieeninnnn $5,668.00
LOOSE MONEY -..vvevoeeeeeeeee $72.00 December ........cccevvvveiiieennnen. $6,022.00
Total o $6,280.00 November ........cccceevveicveennnen. $5,771.00
21 Direct DEPOSit..........cooovvvv..... $910.00 October.....ccceeevvveeiiiiicee, $5,795.00
Weekly Average for 4/09 ...... $6,757.00 September ........ccccceeevveeenee. $5,590.00
AUGUSE...c.eveeiiieciee e $5,350.00
For April 25, 2010 JUIY .o, $5,915.00
64 Weekly Donors ................. $1,680.50 JUNE .o $4,950.00
26 Monthly Donors.................. $4,962.00 MaY .o $5,474.00
LO0SE MONEY ....ocecvvveeeirieeeinen. $53.00
TOA! e, $5,014.00 Weekly Need..........ccoeevenne $7,034.00
20 Direct Deposit..........cceeevveenee. $971.25

Weekly Average for 4/10....... $5,732.00
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

Office Angels
Monday, 5/3 Angel Needed
Tuesday, 5/4 C. Behrens
Wednesday, 5/5 Angel Needed
Thursday, 5/6 P. Anderson

Grocery Cards

May 1 & 2
5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti
8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn
10:30 a.m. R. DeStefano
May 8 & 9
5:30 p.m. E. McCabe
8:00 a.m. Help Needed
10:30 a.m. F. Cook
Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 5/2 L. Feller
Week of 5/9 M. Cangelosi
Church Center Cleaning
May 7 Team A
May 14 Team B
Bulletin Transporters
May 7 L. Patterson
May 14 P. Dattler

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don’'t use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. Last week-
end, we collected $133.75 in profit
from the sale of Shop Rite, A&P and
Kings card. This profit will be sent

to St. Mary’s in Coeburn.
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou  t under forms.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S

If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check
off your request or information you want to communicate below.

[ ]Inewinthearea [ ]visitor [ ]planning to live in the area

[ ] parishioner [ ]former parishioner [ ]been in the area awhile
[ ]Jchangeof [ Jaddress [ ]Jemail [ ]phone number[ ]| marital
status

[ 1 wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct
deposit contributing

Help with Auction Weekend

Tricky Tray
Wine/Cheese/Beer Tasting
Dinner Dance

50/50 Drawing

Fab 5 Raffle

Silent & Live Auction

Companions Ministry
Connxions Ministry
Vitality Coffee Help

Help with Project Earth Garden
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