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Diocese of Metuchen 
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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts ........ Pastoral Assistant, 

Connxions and Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
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PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7168 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any chance in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Evangelization and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, 
which is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish mem-
bership and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No bap-
tisms are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
 

�	�������	���
�

Rose Fay .. Pastoral Assistant, Catechesis 
Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance 
Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Earl Roberts .............. Pastoral  Assistant, 
 ..................... Connxions & Social Ministry 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
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June 5 & 6 

Saturday                                4:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ................................................................................................... D. Geerinck 
Altar Server .................................................................................... Germino Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................................. J. McCabe, E. McCabe,  
 ....................................................................... D. Lance, J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle  

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ................................................................................................ C. Drzewiecki 
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Rogers Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ...................................... C. Behrens, B. Gates, K. Malley 

Sunday                          Children’s Liturgy of the Word 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ....................................................................................................... P. Gagen  
Altar Server .......................................................................................... Hunt Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ...................................................... A. Giametta, E. Lacy, 
 .......................................................................... A. DeStefano, C. Carroll, M. Milko 

Sunday, May 30 

  p.m. Away Memorializing 

Monday, May 31 

  Office Closed 

Tuesday, June 1 

 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, June 2 

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Religious Education Board (Office Center) 

Thursday, June 3 

 10:00 a.m. Appointment (Away) 
 5:00 p.m. Princeton  

Friday, June 4 

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 6:00 p.m. Tricky Tray (Church Center) 

Saturday, June 5 

 4:30 p.m. Mass (Tent) 
 5:30 p.m. Wine and Cheese (Church Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Dinner Dance and Auction (Church Center)  

 
 
 

Sunday, May 30 — Family Underwear Month & July 4 Food  
         Card Collection Starts  

Monday, May 31 — Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

  Memorial Day—Office Center Closed 

Tuesday, June 1 —  St. Justin  

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
 3:00 p.m. Piano Recital Rehearsal (Church Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, June 2 — St. Marcellinu & St. Peter  

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Religious Ed Advisory Board (Office Center) 

Thursday, June 3 — St. Charles Lwanga & Companions  

 6:30 p.m. Tricky Tray Set Up (Office Center)  
 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, June 4 — St. Lifard  

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)  
 6:00 p.m. Tricky Tray (Church Center) 
 7:15 p.m. Baptism Preparation (Office Center)   

Saturday, June 5 — St. Boniface   

 4:30 p.m. Mass (Tent) 
 5:30 p.m. Wine & Cheese Tasting/Silent Auction (Church  
  Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Dinner Dance (Church Center)  

Sunday, June 6 — Yellow Brick Road  

 10:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center) 
 3:00 p.m. Piano recital (Church Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Catholic Heart Workcamp Meeting (Church Center) 

Tuesday, June 1 

 7:00 p.m. Ernest Jandersit req. Lynn 
  & Don Mergen 

Wednesday, June 2 

 9:30 a.m. John Aquino req. Cucciara 
  Family 

Friday, June 4 

 7:00 a.m. People of the Parish  

Saturday, June 5 

 4:30 p.m. Edward & Katherine  
  Ostapczuk  req. Cohen 
  Family     

Sunday, June 6 

 8:00 a.m. Gary Brice McVicker req. 
  Alan & Sharon Janks 
 10:30 a.m. Evelyn Bitters  
  



 

 

Irene Adams 
Ms. Ally 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Bonnie Beneszewski 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Olga Charkut 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Patty Colaneri 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Gloria Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Virginia DeCasino 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Mary DiGiovanni 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
Harry Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Trudy Kaemmerer 
 
 

Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
John McCabe 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
Irma Price 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Christopher Skuza 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Katherine Waddleton 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Eileen Zocchi 
Michael Zocchi 
Lucille Zmuda 

Remember in Your Prayers 
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PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD OF OUR MORTGAGE  
Next Weekend 

Next weekend, the first weekend of the month, our second collection will be for 
paving the Yellow Brick Road of our mortgage. We continue to receive over 2/3 of 
our monthly payment of $6,707.00. Thanks to all who continue contributing to this 
collection.   We appreciate and thank the 117 families who gave $4,227.00 to meet 
that total. The rest is made up by our fundraising efforts. 
 
The Office will be closed on Monday and reopen on T uesday, June 1 in honor 

of Memorial Day   

Remembered at Mass 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The 
following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  Rev. Anthony Dan-
dry — Sophie Arendacs — Eleanor Angeline — Jerry Ca mpbell — Rev. 
William Gardner — Leona (Ludza) Mickiewicz Piskadlo  

HOLY WISDOM 

Today we celebrate the Trinity’s work for our sal-
vation. God the Father is the beginning. The work 
continues with the sending of the Son, Jesus, the 
Christ, who lives among us as the way, the truth, 
and the life. Then the Spirit of Truth comes to 
lead us to the complete truth. Out of love, God 
sanctifies us in his family. Holy wisdom delights in 
the Trinity’s great work on our behalf. We nourish 
ourselves with word and sacrament as we follow 
Jesus’ way to the Father. Maranatha! 

The Most Holy Trinity, Year C. Illustration © 2001 M. Erspamer, OSB. Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, 
STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: 5:30 MASS  
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DEACONATE ORDINATION  

This is to serve as an official announcement that the diocese requires for the ordi-
nation of one to the deaconate. 
After four years of preparation we are happy to announce the Ordination to the 
Order of Deacon of 

EARL J. ROBERTS III 

on Saturday, June 12, 2010, at 10:00 a.m. at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, South 
Plainfield, through the imposition of hands by The Most Reverend Paul G. Boot-
koski, D.D. Admission is by ticket only. We will celebrate here at St. John’s at a 
date to be determined. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We are in need of more volunteers to sell Shop Rite, A&P and Kings cards after 
Mass on weekends.  We particularly need sellers for after the 5:30 p.m. Mass on 
Saturdays, and after the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays.  Sign up using the tear-out 
sheet on the last page of this bulletin, or call Ri ta Price at the office .  
 

SEEKING INFORMATION/EXPERTISE ABOUT  
SOLAR ENERGY 

The Property Management Committee has been researching Solar Energy for the 
Church. This is new to us but we have had some representatives from some differ-
ent companies come out and give us information.  We are at a point where we 
really need to determine what, if anything would be our next step and we are ask-
ing for the help of anyone with information or expertise to please contact the office. 
You can speak to Sharon, Fr. Bill or anyone on the Committee. 
 

LABYRINTH MEMORIAL STONES  

Many thanks to Jarek Olesiak and Wayne Infusino who laid the latest batch of 
stones in the Labyrinth. They were assisted and directed by Anita Sawczuk . You 
can still memorialize stones, however we need at least 30 before they can be or-
dered. Fill out a form or see Anita for directions. They really look good. 
 

CHWC MEETING REMINDER 
Sunday, June 6, 7:00 p.m., Church Center 

Please remember your notarized pink medical forms, the St. John’s permission slip 
and the signed Code of Behavior.  Any questions, please contact Mary Con-
nolly at mandmconnolly@gmail.com  or 537-2032. 
 

PASTORAL COUNCIL  
We had three members retire after three years of service to the community by be-
ing a part of the Pastoral Council: Phyllis Baker – John Cole – Kevin Dean. 
Kevin and Phyllis have also served as chairs of the council.  We welcome three 
new members: Joanne Gardner – Steve Gemma – Donna Lance. 
Bill Harrison is the new chair and is assisted by Pam Casserly – Roger Malone 
– Mike Mastro – Eileen Papson – Marilyn Wickel as well as the three new mem-
bers.  We commissioned them last Sunday at the 10:30 Mass and ask for your 
prayers as they begin to serve the parish community. 
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 19, 2010 

 
Reflection:  10 Signs of a Vibrant Par-
ish "Outreach to the body of Christ is 
practiced." Practical applications at St. 
John's were discussed. 
  
Committee:  Sharon Lohrman briefed 
us on the activities of the Fundraising 
Committee. The Auction is uppermost 
in people's planning. 
  
Old and Continuing items : Report 
was made on the discernment process 
for Joanne Gardner and Donna 
Lance . Steven Gemma was present 
at the meeting by invitation to inquire 
about the working of the Council. In-
duction of new members will be on 
Sunday, May 23 at the 10:30 Mass. A 
meeting with the new members pre-
senting the basis of the Council will 
take place at the convenience of all. 
 
May 22 will be the last meeting for 
those retiring from the Council. 
 
The Five Year plan is still in the updat-
ing stage. 
 
The Town Meeting for May was can-
celled. 
 
Archives for the pastoral Council are 
in formation. 
  
New Business : Communication, this 
year’s focus, was emphasized and 
ways to achieve this among members 
of the Council. 
  
Pastor's Corner : Automatic light 
switches are being tried in various 
rooms. Two new members of staff 
were announced. Earl's ordination 
date, Saturday, June 12 was an-

Continued on next page 



 

 

HOPE FOR HAITI 
Catholic Relief Services continues to feed over 700,000 
Haitians daily. They are also providing vouchers for 
seeds and cash for work, as the survival in the camps, 
cleanup and reconstruction depends on local labor. A 
second, more durable set of shelters is being con-
structed as transitional housing with materials that can 
later be used to build additional new housing. CRS con-

tinues to support doctors, nurses and hospitals as they focus on the needs of in-
oculation and support for the large number of amputees. 
For years, Catholic Relief Services Haiti has provided food and support to more 
than 100 orphanages and child-care centers in Port-au-Prince and Les Cayes. In 
the weeks after the quake, CRS provided food, water, hygiene kits, child-care ma-
terials and counseling support to affected centers. 
Catholic Relief Services is the official international humanitarian agency of the 
Catholic community in the United States. They strive to alleviate suffering and pro-
vide assistance to people in need in more than 100 countries, without regard to 
race, religion or nationality. 
 

LITTLE BROOK NURSING HOME PICNIC  
Thursday, June 17, 11:00 a.m., Church Center 

Our annual picnic for the residents of the nursing home will be held in the Narthex 
on Thursday, June 17 at 11:00 am. If you can assist with entertainment, serv-
ing, etc. please give Nancy a call at 832-7548.  

/
������������
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nounced. Opportunities for Council 
members to broaden their horizons 
were presented. 
 
Next Meeting - Saturday, May 22 at 
8:30 a.m. in the Drexel Room. 
�
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Pastoral Council, Cont.  

 

DEACON RECRUITING IS NOW UNDERWAY 
The Diocese is looking for men who are interested in becoming Permanent Dea-
cons.  A new diaconate formation class will begin in September 2011.  A general 
information meeting is being conducted at the St. John Neumann Pastoral Center 
in Piscataway on Tuesday, June 8 at 7:00 p.m.  If you believe you are being called 
to this ministry, you and your wife are cordially invited to attend this meeting.  If 
you have any questions, please contact the Diocese Diaconate Office at 732-
562-1990, ext. 1710.  
 

COME FOLLOW ME—LIFE AWARENESS WEEKEND  
June 25-27, Newton, NJ 

The Office of Vocations, Diocese of Metuchen is sponsoring a vocation weekend 
for single adults thinking about priesthood or the religious life.  It is open to men 
and women, ages 16-40.  For more information, or to register, please contac t 
the Office of Vocations at 732-562-2457 or www.diom etuchen.org/
deptsministries/vocations.  A donation of $25 is requested.  If you are experienc-
ing financial difficulties and want to attend, but can’t afford the $25, please call—
limited scholarships are available. 
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“CELEBRATE LIFE” - A DAY 
FOR MATURE CATHOLICS  

Friday, June 25, 11:00 a.m., St. John 
Neumann Pastoral Center, Piscata-

way 

SENIORS!!!  You are invited to the 
fourth annual “celebrate life” day.  This 
event is planned just for YOU!  The 
day includes Mass, good food, enter-
tainment and fellowship!  Often we 
worry far too much about the future, 
failing to recognize God’s presence in 
the moment…in the here and now.  
God’s gift to us is the present.  Join us 
as we celebrate and savor life as God 
intended!  The day begins with Mass 
in the Chapel with Bishop Edward T. 
Hughes, Celebrant.  Special guest 
homilist, Rev. Msgr. John B. 
Szymanski, followed by lunch, and a 
musical interlude provided by the 
“Happy Days String Band.” 
Registration fee of $25.00 includes hot 
luncheon, entertainment, and door 
prizes.  Make check payable to:  
“Diocese of Metuchen” send form and 
payment to:  Family Life Office, Dio-
cese of Metuchen, P.O. Box 191, Me-
tuchen, NJ  08840.  Questions????  
Call Family Life Office (732) 562-
1990 x 1624. 



 

 

���
�	�0
�
�����

6 

REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 

SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN  
 

Monday, June 14, 10:00 a.m., Office Center 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup 
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, June 14 . We will need hot casse-
roles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, please 
call Anne Germino at 908-343-1618.  All items must be at the Office Center by 
10:00 a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need continues 
to grow in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or getting in-
volved but figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to assist 
in this monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Minist ry. 
 

FAMILY UNDERWEAR  MONTH  
Family Underwear month begins today, and will run through June 27. 
This effort helps the homeless and those less fortunate than us, by your 
donation of a new package of whatever type and size underwear you 
wear and dropping it in the social ministry hamper in the Narthex. We 

call this “Family Underwear Month” because we need as many members of the 
family to take part in it as possible. Those in need come in all ages, sizes and 
shapes, so we can only fall short if we don’t have participation.     
 

JULY 4 TH FOOD CARDS 
Between now and June 27 we are soliciting Food Cards for families 
who are in need in the area. If you can, please donate a $25 food 
card (or more if you can afford it). Simply, purchase the card, put it 
in an envelope, and drop in the Social Ministry Drop box next to the 
Social Ministry station, which is where the envelopes are located.  

 

PROJECT EARTH 
The last month has seen a flurry of activity in the Project Earth Garden.  Carrots, 
beets and two kinds of beans were planted in early May, and this past weekend 
the remainder of the beds were filled with eggplant, peppers, three types of 
squash, pumpkins, cucumbers and lettuce.  Dahlias, sunflowers and marigolds 
were added to the border beds.  Much of this was accomplished by the Girl Scouts 
of Troop 1017 who have taken on the Project Earth Garden as their Silver 
Star  project.  If you are interested in helping with weeding, wate ring or har-
vesting throughout the summer, call Anne Germino at  908 343-1618 for more 
information.  

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using 
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the narthex. All donations 
go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. Over the past year $161 has been do-
nated to this cause. For those who would like to volunteer to work on a house, they 
are starting construction of a home in Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – website 
www.rvhabitat.org . 
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SAVE THE DATE 
Friday, June 4 & Saturday, June 5 

The 24th Annual Auction & Dinner Dance 
It will be a wild weekend of winning! 

A 1940’s Theme:  “We Can Do It!” Event 
Tricky Tray  �   Wine/Beer/Cheese Tasting  �  Dinner Dance  
�   50/50 Drawing .�� Fab 5 Raffle  �   Silent & Live Auction 

More information will follow in the coming weeks.  If you are interested in helping 
out, please let us know.  Contact Judy Ross at ciao2@mindspring.com or Karen 
Porto at kporto@aol.com. 
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 23 families  purchase Shop-Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last weekend, 
for a total of $2,750.00 with $137.50 coming to St. John’s.  Stop after Mass on the 
weekends or come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and 
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  Thanks to the volunteers who are willing to 
stay a few minutes after Mass to sell these cards and all who use them to shop.   
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, September 17, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St. 
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community.  Following an initial pastoral visit 
at the parish office with either the Pastoral Assistant for Evangelization and Social 
Ministry or the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the process, 
parents attend one preparation session, which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host 
Couples from St. John's Baptism Team facilitate the program and assist on the day 
of Baptism as well.  All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend 
Mass, except in special circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the 
child into the church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise 
their child in the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – September 17 at 7:15 p.m.  
The deadline for signing up to attend this program is Friday – August 27.  For 
more information or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center 
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 
 
 

CONFIRMATION DAY OF RELECTION  
Saturday, June 12, 2:30 p.m., Church Center 

All CPI candidates are to meet for a Day of Reflection on Saturday, June 12  at 
2:30 p.m.  in the Church Center.  At least one parent should accompany their con-
firmation candidate. The Day of Reflection will conclude with a Rite of Entrance 
during the 5:30 p.m. Mass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 BISHOP’S ANNUAL 
APPEAL  

Because We Are Church 

The 2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal 
continues.  We need your support to 
achieve our overall goal of $6.8 mil-
lion. Your participation is critical if we 
are to continue to meet the spiritual 
and physical needs of the people we 
serve throughout the four counties of 
the Diocese of Metuchen.  Thank you 
for your prayerful consideration. To 
date our parish has received 
$36,950.00 in pledges/gifts to the 
2009 Bishop’s Annual Appeal from 
161 families  toward our goal of 
$34,600. 

  106.8% to goal.   Thank you.  
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“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Trinity Sunday 

Focus:  The mystery of the Trinity 
 “We know God most fully through the Persons of the Trinity”  
 

Scripture :   "The Spirit of truth will guide you to all truth . . . 
       "Everything that the Father has is mine; for this reason I told you that 
        he will take from what is mine and declare it to you. "    John 16: 12-15 
 

Reflection:  “ I found I could say things 
  With colors and shapes 
 That I couldn’t say any other way — 
  Things I had no words for.” Georgia O’Keefe 
 What is the medium by which you can express what no words will 
 describe?  How do you describe God in images rather than words?  
 Is this adequate for you?  Does the Trinity make sense to you?  How 
 do you understand the Trinity? 
 

Song:  “God, Beyond All Names” #418 
 

Story:  An editor’s change of season 
 

As many of us know all too well, losing your job in this tough economy can be dev-
astating.  For ten years, Dominique Brown was the editor of House & Garden 
Magazine, until Conde Nast shut the publication down with no warning three years 
ago.  In a recent (March 28, 2010) essay in The New York Times Sunday Maga-
zine, Dominique Brown writes about making that difficult transition from the non-
stop life of the always-on-the-go-and-in-charge Manhattan editor to becoming a 
real person again. 
The title of her essay says it all:  "How I was laid off - and learned to love life 
again."  Since the magazine folded, she has rediscovered the joy of playing Bach 
piano cantatas; she has found planting her own garden infinitely more enriching 
than writing about them; she has become a more available mother to her two adult 
sons; she has found a quiet walk in the woods near her home more invigorating 
than an editorial meeting.   
Dominique Brown writes: 
"As I stop struggling with fear and simply accept the slow tempo of my days, all 
those inner resources start kicking in - those soul-saving habits of playfulness, 
most all of all: reading, thinking, listening, feeling my body move through the world, 
noticing the small beauty in every single day . . . One adventure is over; it's time for 
another.  I have a different kind of work to do now.  I am growing into a new sea-
son. 
"In those sleepless nights, when I am at the keyboard, I connect with something I 
may have once encountered as a teenager and then lost in the frantic skim through 
adulthood - the desire to nourish my soul.  I do not have the temerity to think I have 
found God; I think instead that I have stumbled into a conversation that I pray will 
last for the rest of my life." 
The economic and emotional toll of losing one's job cannot be minimized - but 
sometimes, in such difficult experiences, we can hear anew the Spirit of truth call-
ing us to refocus our time and energy on the lasting things of God: compassion, 
reconciliation, community, justice.  As Dominique Brown rediscovers, the Spirit of 
God engages us in an ongoing "conversation" as we struggle through unexpected 
changes in seasons to seek the life and love of God, as revealed and taught by the 
Jesus of the Gospels.                                                           Connections, May 2010 
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RESPECT LIFE 
Two days in American history that will 
live in infamy are December 7, 1941 
and September 11, 2001.  Another 
infamous date in which a war was 
launched, a war against the unborn, is 
January 22, 1973.  As we remember 
the countless men and women who 
have given their lives to defend us, let 
us pledge again to defend the right of 
the unborn and remember the more 
than 50 million nameless children who 
have died since 1973. 
 
 

8 

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
THANKS 

Through the generosity of our parish 
community we are contributing almost 
500 dollars to Catholic Relief Services 
annual Operation Rice Bowl collection. 
Twenty-five percent of these donations 
will go to help needy local families and 
the rest will be spent on projects 
meant to lift families out of poverty and 
hunger throughout the world. Re-
cently, we received a letter of thanks 
from Catholic Relief Services for our 
parish’s Mardi Gras fundraiser that 
donated to the CRS Haitian Fund. 
They send heartfelt thanks for our help 
in relieving the suffering of our broth-
ers and sisters in Haiti. The need con-
tinues.  You can find more information 
and add your support on the CRS 
website: www.crs.org. 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 

Petty Officer Behr, Fred, U.S. Navy  
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 

Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 

LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
LCPL Dombrowski, David, USMC 

Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 

CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. David Omstead, USA 
Capt. Barbara Omstead, USA 

SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 
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MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT  
You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment.  Several families in St. John's community have lived with the 
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian 
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine 
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.  

CONNXION GREETERS 
It is a proven fact that within five to ten minutes of entering a new envi-
ronment individuals come to their first conclusions as to whether or not 
they like or feel comfortable in that new environment. For this reason it is 
vitally important that those arriving for Mass feel welcomed in accor-
dance with our Mission Statement as a parish to be nourishing in hospi-
tality, and live in acceptance and love. 

The core of this ministry is Jesus himself, welcoming and revealing His love for 
those who enter His house. If you can arrive fifteen minutes prior to the star t of 
a weekend Mass to meet and greet, please signup usi ng the bulletin signup 
sheet, online or contact Earl Roberts 832-2513 or e roberts@ccsjn.org  . 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary  according to 
each individual’s starting point.  
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS 

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each 
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries. 

9 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 30, 2010  
Sunday:  Prv 8:22-31/Rom 5:1-5/Jn 16:12-15 
Monday: Zep 3:14-18a or Rom 12:9-16/Lk 1:39-56 
Tuesday: 2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18/Mk 12:13-17 
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12/Mk 12:18-27 
Thursday: 2 Tm 2:8-15/Mk 12:28-34 
Friday:  2 Tm 3:10-17/Mk 12:35-37 
Saturday: 2 Tm 4:1-8/Mk 12:38-44 
Next Sunday: Gn 14:18-20/1 Cor 11:23-26/Lk 9:11b-17 
© Liturgical Publications Inc 
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Leviticus 

It was not easy to put on the image of priest. There is a 
spiritual statement that you kneel before the bishop as a 
simple man and arise to be a priest forever. But it doesn’t 
come just by putting on vestments or saying the sacra-
mental words of the consecration. My friend Father Chet 
said in his homily for his 25th anniversary Mass that the 
vestments were to hide our ego. I am not sure that I 
agree but it is a brand of spirituality. In fact much spiritu-
ality revolves around these images of priesthood and 

belief. For me you cannot cover what you are. You are what you are. What is that 
expression – “We can dress you up but we can’t take you out.” Another one is “You 
can take Kitty out of the alley but you can’t take the alley out of Kitty.” Some phi-
losophers describe what happens in ordination as an “ontological difference.” I’m 
not sure I buy that even if I understood it. 
All of this is a struggle for most of your priestly life but for those first years it is 
really challenging. It can be well expressed when in that first year I was taking altar 
boys in training home and we passed an accident and I thought to myself, “They 
should call a priest.” Driving a few blocks away, I said to myself, “You are a priest.” 
In my first years I was really naïve. I spent a lot of time with training altar boys. 
They had to learn the Latin responses, how to walk in a cassock and in those days 
a lot of changing the book from side to side, lifting up the chasuble during the ele-
vation of the host and chalice and just how to conduct oneself. I had an altar boy 
who rang the bells with his feet and at the wrong time. He always was kicking 
them. When to ring the bells and paying attention to the signals was a chore. Then 
there was the training of a master of ceremony for a solemn high Mass. I wanted 
them to do it as well as was expected when I was in the seminary. Only the best 
altar server got this job. One of the best I had was Michael Ward. He was the best 
and a great kid. I wonder what he did with his life. 
One of the saddest things that happened in training altar servers at Blessed Sacra-
ment was the day I was sick and I could not have class. One of the boys walking 
home decided to try out the ice in the canal. He fell in and drowned. If I had driven 
him home he would not have tried the ice. The other was the funeral of the boy 
who was killed on the first day that he was driving after he got his license. Paul 
was one of the other priest’s boys but he could not give the homily. It fell to me. He 
was an altar boy and a good one at that. I can still remember his name, Paul 
Preszmienski (Preston in some circles). He was a great kid. 
I loved working with these boys. It was great to see them well trained and serving 
Mass. It was even better when they grew up and they returned as young men with 
families. I remembered them when. . .  I had no idea in those days of pedophilia or 
that the pastor may have thought I spent too much time in training them. I use to 
take them on trips. I remember that two of them helped me move after five years to 
my second assignment. There was a young server who use to deliver the local 
newspaper to me and so I took all three to the shore. They wanted to go to the 
boardwalk at night and so oblivious to time I took them. It was late getting back and 
first we had to drop Frank and George in Trenton and then proceed to Middlesex. I 
had asked Harold if his parents would be concerned and of course he said no. I 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
Last week I reflected on the image from 
THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PAR-
NASSUS of keeping the world going with 
the telling of stories. After the 25th anniver-
sary celebration of my friend, Father Ches-
ter Carina last Sunday, I went out with two 
other friends, Fr. Doug Haefner and Fr. 
Greg Malovetz for drinks. It’s like going for 
coffee, not to drink coffee, but to have a 
reason to talk. In one of our many conver-
sations Fr. Greg, who is teaching the dea-
conate candidates preaching, said that the 
deacon candidates need a course on tell-
ing stories. A homilist must be able to tell a 
story. It is like my image that a priest 
should not preside at the table of the Lord 
until he has shopped for the food, cooked 
the meal, set the table, served and cleaned 
up. The priest is the host at the Lord’s ta-
ble. It is not even his table. 
 

We all love story tellers especially if those 
story tellers tell jokes. That is a form of 
good story telling. People repeat a good 
joke or a good story. My chiropractor said 
that he tells everyone the story of supersex 
that I found absolutely hilarious. It is so 
good because you think it has something 
to do with sex but really it is about confu-
sion and the old man chooses soup. The 
world is indeed held together by stories or 
it at least makes life bearable or exciting. 
 

The story within the story of the movie 
about Doctor Parnassus does just that. In 
the movie the cast of characters in the 
traveling theatre troupe performs outside a 
pub in London. “A drunkard barges on-
stage, crashing through a stage mirror. He 
is thrown into a journey of the imagination 
that culminates in his being offered a 
choice between enlightenment and a pub. 
After he enters the pub, it explodes. Par-
nassus says he has lost another one to Mr. 
Nick” (the devil.) Terry Gilliam “described 
the premise as ‘a film and humorous story 
about the consequences of our personal 
choice in life,’ and explained his goal for 
the film: ‘It’s autobiographical. I’m trying to 
bring a bit of fantasticality to London, an 
antidote to modern lives. I loved this idea 
of an ancient travelling show offering the 
kind of storytelling and wonder that we 
used to get, to people who are just into 
shoot-em-up films.” He seems himself as 

Continued on next page Continued on next page 



 

 

Dr. Parnassus - “a tale of an aging man 
with a vivid imagination in a world that 
doesn’t listen anymore.” 
 

“Gilliam put a number of references to sud-
den, tragic, and premature death into his 
script before the loss of (Heath) Ledger 
became a reality.” This story within a story 
which reflects reality gives us a different 
perspective that was not originally intended 
by the telling of the story or the making of 
the film. This brings to mind the statement 
that “reality is often more scary that a book” 
or variations of this statement – “Reality is 
less scary than my imagination” and “reality 
is more fascinating than fiction” by Smile 
Pinki, director. 
 

Our lives are a story. We live within a myth 
(story) of our own making. Sometimes we 
feel that we have to stay to the script and 
follow it to its logical conclusions. We get 
caught in the thought that there are no 
choices or we get depressed because we 
feel we have no control over the story. As 
in the film we are frequently directed by our 
own imaginations. That is the basis behind 
the image of suicide and how Tony can be 
saved by picking the correct pipe. “Tony 
spots a gallows, but Parnassus confronts 
him, holding two copies of Tony’s pipe, 
which he had used to brace his windpipe 
against the noose. Parnassus challenges 
Tony to choose which pipe is genuine and 
which will break. Tony chooses the wrong 
pipe and died.” Tony is played by Heath 
Ledger, Johnny Depp, Jude Law and Colin 
Farrell. 
 

Is the world kept alive by story? Is Tony 
kept alive by entering into the story and 
choosing life? Does he choose death be-
cause he chooses the wrong pipe or does 
he have no desire to live? 
 

What is our story? Do we live a prewritten 
story or is the story written as we live it? Do 
we have power over the story? In other 
words are we directed by the writer or do 
we direct the writer by our dreams, imagi-
nation or actions? Do you believe that 
“Everything happens for a reason?” Or 
does God work with us with what we have 
to write our story with us – no planned end-
ing or chapters that are already set? The 
story unfolds and our imagination plays a 
principle part. Or do we think that it is al-
ready written? 

like a fool believed him. Talk about being young and naive. Of course his mother 
was worried and called the rectory. Fr. Fibner was sitting at his desk at the top of 
the stairs in his pajamas taping his pencil. Of course I got cross-examined. The 
next day I could see him from my window moving back and forth to the garage 
where my car was parked. He then got close enough to peer in. Now I know what 
he was looking for. Then I had no idea. It would never have entered my mind nor 
been anything in my farthest imagination. He even accused me of having a woman 
in my room and I did. It was my mother. She had to see where I was living and 
where her son had to exist. I wonder if anything ever happened on his watch. To-
day all of that would be another story. 
In all of my work with altar servers and youth in CYO and Youth Ministry I never 
had any boy join the priesthood. There is no one to replace me. I guess I just was 
not a role model. I’m not sure if that is something that I regret. It was a theory 
though about encouraging vocations. Frequently priests took altar boys to the 
seminary. I remember that Father Sullivan took us. We went to Immaculate Con-
ception Seminary, Darlington in Mahwah, NJ. I remember it well. It was the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, the patroness of the seminary. We stayed for dinner 
and were served these huge bowls of ice cream. I thought that happened every 
afternoon. This place was for me. They even had their own rooms with bathrooms 
between two rooms. What a luxury. The dangers and red lights that would set off 
today never came to mind then. But then there may have been safety in numbers. 
It truly was another age and probably was problematic is hindsight if a priest was 
so sick and addicted. I think I liked it when I was naïve or young and innocent. I 
never saw nor suspected things like that could take place. I remember when I was 
young and saw the movie Johnny Belinda. It was the first time I found out that you 
didn’t have to be married to have children. I marvel at that innocence and the sim-
plicity of that belief. Though naïve, wasn’t it a great concept without knowing that I 
was so stupid? 
I still love children though I have to keep a distance especially when they want to 
grab you by your legs or run into your arms. I love to see them beginning to put two 
and two together for the first time, the thinking process, the awakening of their 
minds. I remember three incidents here at St. John’s. The little girl who called out 
at Mass in the front row of the Methodist Church where we offered Mass in the 
early days, “Ma, he said there was blood in that cup,” Or the little boy at the door of 
the Presbyterian Church who said, “Was that really your blood in that cup?” And 
then the boy who asked me, “If Jesus died on Good Friday, why do they call it 
Good?” 
I also love those years in high school when they begin to question and ask ques-
tions because things do not seem to make sense. Or better still when they figure 
something out and explain it to you. Or the girl who in her Confirmation interview, 
when asked what was on the hard drive of her mind about Jesus, she asked, “Do 
you want the “history or the mystery?” Those are moments of triumph. Now don’t 
ask me if any of those kids go to Mass. That saddens me. 
The simple joys of the days in the Year of A Priest are mingled with fond memo-
ries, sad happenings and questioning if it was all worth it. 
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday, 5/31 Office Closed   
Tuesday, 6/1 Angel Needed   
Wednesday, 6/2 Angel Needed    
Thursday, 6/3 P. Anderson  
 

Grocery Cards 
May 29 & 30 

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti  
8:00 a.m. J. Klawunn 
10:30 a.m. M. Vincenzi 

June 5 & 6 
5:30 p.m. E. McCabe  
8:00 a.m. V. Santoro 
10:30 a.m. R. McShane 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 5/30 B. Lee 
Week of 6/6 M. Buniva 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
June 4 Team E 
June 11 Team A 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
June 4 C. Carroll 
June 11 A. Giametta 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life.   

323 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re  
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

Trinity Sunday  
“Today’s’ psalm reminds us that we have been crowned with glory and 

honor and given rule over the works of God’s hands. But we must be good stewards, for the 
Lord will surely hold us accountable for the use of those gifts!” 
 
I frequently am challenged to translate things into a modern idiom. I don’t mean a different 
language but a different concept, a different world view, a different way of expressing some-
thing. It’s like looking at things from a slant, a different perspective. 
Starting with the premise of love how do we translate anything that implies force or fear? 
Can we love that which we are forced to love or love because we are afraid of punishment or 
because we will get a reward? When we take on another perspective it changes our vocabu-
lary and our imagery. I frequently tell the story of my mother who was afraid that they did 
away with heaven with the Second Vatican Council. I asked her if she did things because of 
the fear of hell or the reward of heaven. Of course I knew that she didn’t. She did things and 
believed in things because she was adamant about what she believed and would not change 
her values for a reward or punishment. She would have made a great martyr. She did what 
she did because she believed or rather loved in the above imagery. 
So in the above quote I am challenged to translate the words “the Lord will surely hold us 
accountable for the use of those gifts.” Or can we say that the Lord will hold us accountable 
for practicing stewardship? How do we translate that in a context of love? If you have suffi-
cient or even are just making it would you not share what you have with someone you love? 
In love you may not only share, you may give it all and do without if it was for someone you 
loved. Accountable doesn’t fit in here does it? Like God you would not be satisfied until eve-
ryone has reached their capacity, not necessarily all having the same, but reached their sat-
isfaction. In this image I believe that in giving we are never depleted. You give a hundred 
percent and you get back a hundred and ten present. 
Don’t look at stewardship as being accountable but as being moved to share with those you 
love even when they are not in dire need of what you have to give. What you give will fulfill 
them and pay it forward to others. 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

 

SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. In May, we 
collected $155 profit from the sale 
of Shop Rite, A&P and Kings cards 
which will be sent to St. Mary’s in 
Coeburn.  

For May 24, 2009 
79 Weekly Donors  ................. $2,169.00 
21 Monthly Donors ................. $4,211.00 
Loose Money ............................... $71.00 
Total ....................................... $6,454.00 
38 Catholic Communication ....... $581.00 
13 Direct Deposit ....................... $581.00 

For May 23, 2010 
70 Weekly Donors  ................. $1,838.00 
28 Monthly Donors ................. $5,590.00 
Loose Money  .............................. $71.00 
Total .................................. $3,701.00.00 
38 Catholic Communication ....... $476.00 
19 Direct Deposit ....................... $878.75 

Weekly Averages 
April ...................................... $5,732.00 
March ................................... $5,616.00 
February ............................... $6,165.00 
January ............................... $5,668.00 
December ............................ $6,022.00 
November ............................ $5,771.00 
October ................................ $5,795.00 
September ........................... $5,590.00 
August .................................. $5,350.00 
July ....................................... $5,915.00 
June ..................................... $4,950.00 
May ...................................... $5,474.00 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� Grocery Card Sales �
�� Companions Ministry �
�� Connxions Ministry  
�� Greeter�
�� Vitality Coffee Help�
�� Help with Project Earth Garden 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 

�� Help with Auction Weekend  
 
� �� Tricky Tray Set Up 
� �� Tricky Tray Event 
� �� Tricky Tray Clean Up 
� �� Auction Dinner Dance Set Up 
� �� Auction Dinner Dance Clean Up 
� �� Food Donations 


