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Diocese of Metuchen 
Most. Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, 

Bishop 
Most Rev. Edward T. Hughes, retired 

Bishop 
www.diometuchen.org 

 

Trustees: 
Mary Connolly 

Lyle Garcia 
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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann 

 

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ, 
NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian 
 Communities, 
FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and 
STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit 
 

    The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is 
 a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual  
 journey of hope: 
 

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith 
TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures 
TO CHERISH all life 
TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love. 
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Rev. J William Mickiewicz ...... Pastor 
Thomas J. Gilheany .Retired Deacon 
Earl Roberts,  ........................ Deacon 
    Pastoral Assistant, Connxions and 
    Social Ministry 
Dr. Rose Fay ....... Pastoral Assistant, 

Formation 
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PO Box 455 

Califon, NJ 07830 
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398 County Route 513 

Califon, NJ 
908-832-2513 

908-832-7618 fax 
www.ccsjn.org 
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398 County Road 513 

(Church Center) 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass ........... 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday ............................... 8:00 a.m. 
Sunday ............................. 10:30 a.m. 
 

390 County Road 513  
(Neumann Residence) 

 
Tuesday ............................. 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday ........................ 9:30 a.m. 
Friday ................................. 7:00 a.m. 
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Saturday.................... 4:45-5:15 p.m. 
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of 
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic 
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those 
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a 
weekend Mass. 
Please notify the parish office of any change in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish. 
Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments 
and certification as a sponsor. 
Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.  
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship. 
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Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass.  The preparation process 
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Connxions and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, which 
is offered quarterly.  Please call the parish office to register.  Parish membership 
and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation.  No baptisms 
are celebrated during Lent. 
First Eucharist :  First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration.  Family participation and regular worship are an integral component. 
Confirmation :  Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of 
preparation.  Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component. 
Adult Confirmation :  The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a 
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation. 
Initiation of Adults and Older Children :  This is an extended gradual formation 
process for  unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to 
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.  
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish 
office for more information. 
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First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second 
grade.  Parent participation and regular worship is required. 
Matrimony :  Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make 
arrangements one year in advance.  Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana 
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year.  Parish registration and active 
worship are required. 
Anointing of the Sick :  Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for 
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring 
the sacraments. 
Holy Orders :  If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit 
www.diometuchen.org/vocations. 
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PO Box 455, Califon, NJ 07830 

www.ccsjn.org 
 
Office Center ...................... 908-832-2513 
Church Center .................... 908-832-6343 
Social Ministry .................... 908-832-2262 
Religious Education ........... 908-832-2162 
Connxions .......................... 908-832-2262 
Fax ..................................... 908-832-7618 
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Rose Fay .. Pastoral Assistant, Catechesis 
Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance 
Sharon Janks ........ Pastoral Administrator 
Rita Price ...................... Parish Secretary 
Kristin Gemma ......... Bulletin Coordinator 
Earl Roberts .............. Pastoral  Assistant, 
 ..................... Connxions & Social Ministry 
Maureen Stout .....Financial Administrator 
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August 7 & 8 

Saturday                                5:30 p.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ......................................................................................................... R. Ditzel 
Altar Server ........................................................................................... F. Kennedy 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................. C. Drzewiecki, L. Garcia,  
 ............................................................................ B. Garcia, D. Lance, D. Kelemen  

Sunday                                                                                                 8:00 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Deacon ................................................................................................... E. Roberts 
Lector ...................................................................................................... D. Rogers 
Altar Server ...................................................................................... Stanski Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist .................................................. B. Gates, M. MacKenzie 

Sunday                            10:30 a.m. 

Celebrant ........................................................................................... Fr. Mickiewicz 
Lector ......................................................................................................... G. Porto  
Altar Server ..................................................................................... Zelesny Family 
Ministers of the Eucharist ................................................ A. Giametta, C. Behrens, 
 .............................................................................. S. Gemma, J. Gardner, E. Lacy  

Sunday, August 1 

 11:30 a.m. Vitality Coffee (After Mass) 

Monday, August 2 

  Recollection  

Tuesday, August 3 

  Bulletin 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, August 4 

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center)  

Thursday, August 5 

 10:30 a.m. Appointment (Away) 
 1:30 p.m. Appointment (Away) 

Friday, August 6 

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Saturday, August 7 

 10:00 a.m. Appointment (Office Center) 
 1:00 p.m. Communion Call 

 

 
 
 

Sunday, August 1 — Paving Our Yellow Brick Road  

 11:30 a.m. Vitality Coffee (Church Center) 

Monday, August 2 — St. Eusebius of Vercelli, St. Peter  
  Julian Eyrnard   

Tuesday, August 3 — St. Maximus   

 9:30 a.m. Quilting  (Office Center) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 

Wednesday, August 4 — St. John Mary Vianney   

 9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) 
 12:00 p.m. Staff Meeting (Office Center) 

Thursday, August 5 — Dedication of the Basilica of St.  
        Mary Major in Rome  

 7:00 p.m. Quilting (Office Center) 
 7:30 p.m. Music Ministry (Church Center) 

Friday, August 6 — The Transfiguration of the Lord  

 7:00 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)  
 5:00 p.m. Cleaning (Church Center)   

Saturday, August 7 — St. Sixtus II and Companions, St. 
         Cajetan   

Sunday, August 8 — Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

   

 
 

Tuesday, August 3 

 7:00 p.m. Edward Paschik req.   
  Catholic Community of St. 
  John Neumann  

Wednesday, August 4 

 9:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

Friday, August 6 

 7:00 a.m. Donna Sterphone req. Al 
  Sterphone 

Saturday, August 7 

 5:30 p.m. Cecelia Cangiano req. 
  Hunt Family    

Sunday, August 8 

 8:00 a.m. Helen Schneiderwind req. 
  Klawunn Family 
 10:30 a.m. Andrew Rogers req.  
  Abigail and Dorothy Rogers 
     



 

 

Irene Adams 
Ms. Ally 
Joe Angeline 
Pat Arat 
Antonia Baasten 
Kate Bachman 
Richard Baker 
John Ballard 
Peter Barbieri 
Agnes Barhart 
Alice Beardsmore 
Carol Becker 
Bonnie Beneszewski 
Mary Anna Bennett 
Jean Blewitt 
Eugene Brzezienski 
Shirley Bumen 
James Burns 
John Burns 
Eileen Caflin 
Angie Caponetti 
Barbara Carbonneau 
Joseph Carpentiere 
Jose Castro 
Olga Charkut 
Lou Citarelli 
Riley Clark 
Lorraine Cochrane 
Peggy Colaneri 
Gerard Cook 
Valerie Cordero 
Kristine Orvos Cresti 
Natalia Cresti 
Gloria Cucchiara 
Dalton Cummins 
Joseph D’Achino 
Sr. Ann Damian 
Maria Elena Dawson 
Virginia DeCasino 
Peter Demchur 
Dorothy Deo 
Nick DeVincenzo 
Anthony DeVito 
Ann Dodwell 
Betty Doyle 
Paul DuPre 
Courtney Ellis 
Hannah Farrington 
Akiea Finn 
Anthony Fiorillo 
Ann Flemming 
Ryan Flynn 
Helen Galligan 
Theresa Galvano 
Frank Gargiulo 
Maria Gargiulo 
Jayne Giese 
Alice Giordano 
Jerry Goski 
Sophia Goski 
Robert Govett 
Rose Gradone 
Angela Grieco 
Christina Grillo 
Colleen Hendzrak 
Anita Horan 
Richard Hughes 
Brittney Ianitto 
Jeannine Imperiale 
Nona Janks 
Diana Janowski 
Bob Jenkinson 
Gertrude Kaemmerer 
John Kaemmerer 
Rosemary Kimbal 
Mary Kirchner 
 
 
 

Frank Kostecki 
Spencer Kydd 
Michael Lamotte 
Harry Larson 
John Lauler 
Kevin Leahy 
Holly Lear 
Jewel LeVine 
Michele Makos 
Taylor Maleski 
Silas Mastro 
Tom Martin 
Judy Martino 
Marie Mazzoni 
John McCabe 
Susan McHugh 
Patrick McKenna 
Brett Melworn 
George Meyer 
George Milke 
Betsey Miller 
Michael Milto 
Nina Montouri 
Erica Morgan 
Robert Olivetti 
Gloria Omstead 
Floyd Opdyke 
Daisy Ort 
Bill O’Toole 
Nilsa Perez-Parsons 
John Pfeufer 
Steve Plume 
����	(	������	��
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Albert Rayburn 
Tom Regan 
Ed Reinagel 
Alissa Marie Ricciardi 
Pat Roach 
Julie Ruby 
Diane Sacco 
John Sawczuk 
Maria Sawczuk 
Ed Scharf 
Chris Seltzer 
Abe Shalaby 
Paul Shubeck 
Sister Mary George 
Marianna Sivori 
Christopher Skuza 
Austen James Slinger 
Carol Smarsh 
Colleen Smith 
Felicia Steward 
William Stortz 
Timothy Struble 
Evelyn Sulenski 
Mary Sulenski 
Julie Suplee 
Tracey Sutch 
Margaret Sweeney 
Joan Thompson 
John Toolan 
Rose Uricchio 
Robert Villani 
Katherine Waddleton 
Dayelle Watts 
Harvey Whille 
John William 
Gloria Wood 
Elizabeth Wodrich 
Lynn Yondolino 
John J. Zelesny 
Joey Zieba 
Michael Zocchi 
 

Remember in Your Prayers 

Deceased:   Richard Fieltz,  friend of Tom and Rosary Gilheany; Jack Larson , 
uncle of Bonnie Garcia. May they find peace and comfort in the embrace of the 
Lord and may their families find strength in the Lord and comfort and support from 
family and friends. 

-
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YELLOW BRICK ROAD  
This Weekend 

This weekend is the first weekend of the month and thus our collection for the Yel-
low Brick Road of our Mortgage. The collection after the communion of the Mass 
will be for this purpose. Each month people have been faithful with helping to meet 
this indebtedness. Our monthly payment is $6,707.00. Last month 106 families 
gave $3,765.00 towards this payment . Thank you for your continued generosity. 
Last month we needed $1,978.00 besides the collection to make up the remainder 
of the payment. $347.50 came from the cash card sales. If you cannot give to this 
collection please consider using these cash cards to help out. It cost you nothing 
more than you already spend on groceries but the stores contribute to this need. 
 

VITALITY COFFEE 
After the 10:30 Mass this weekend sponsored by the staff. 

Remembered at Mass 
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection.  The 
following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:  Sofia Bautista — 
Mary DiGiovanni — Susan Rimar — Emma Demerest — Ric hard Fieltz 
— Jack Larson  

ABUNDANCE IN CHRIST  

“Keep your eye on the main chance” is advice for gamblers 
and followers of Jesus! The pessimists who say, “All is van-
ity,” the rich man in today’s Gospel, and we need to follow 
that simple rule. Living in the presence of God is truly the 
only security necessary; all the rest will be filled in later and 
better. Paul tells us to think about the life we have hidden 
with Christ and how we will be revealed in all our glory with 
him. “There is only the Christ: He is everything and in all.” 
He is our main chance of holiness! 
 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C. Illustration © 2001 M. Erspamer, OSB. Text, Philip J. 
Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights reserved. 
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THANKS TO KATIE!  

Only a small group of people got to appreciate Katie’s afternoon concert last Sun-
day. It was delightful! Katie Matheson has a great voice that she uses so well to 
entertain and lead us in worship. We were privileged to reap the benefits of her 
summer three-week intensive program with CoOPERAtive. We were thrilled with 
the program of Opera, Gospel and mixed presentations including Jazz. “Taylor, the 
Latte Boy” brought many smiles to our faces and “Danny Boy” tears to our eyes. 
Thanks Katie! 
If you did not have the opportunity to be there you can make a contribution to help 
defray Katie’s participation in this summer program. You can make checks out to 
St. John’s and we will forward one check to her. 
 

SUMMER HAS ARRIVED 
If you are traveling and looking for Mass in the place you are at go on-line to 
www.masstimes.org/. 
Remember that just like you must pay your bills while you are on vacation so do 
we. Please remember to contribute to the church you are visiting as you pay for 
your room but also remember St. John’s as you keep up the payments on your 
mortgage. Thank you for keeping us running. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
September 5th, Sunday at 1:00 p.m. (raindate - Sept ember 6th) 

St. John's Annual Picnic   
We will join this year for the 1st time with 

St. Joe's in High Bridge 
 

YOGA AT ST. JOHN’S  

Ana Giametta will be offering yoga classes in the Church Center loft beginning 
September 8. The sessions will run for 11 weeks on Wednesdays starting on Sep-
tember 8, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is a gentle yoga class and no prior 
experience is necessary. 
The cost breakdown is as follows: 

Entire session for 11 weeks is $121   ($11 saving)  
Any 6 weeks for $69  ($3 saving)  
Any 4 weeks for $43 ($1 saving)  
Drop in is $12 (individual classes)  

Payment is check (made out to Ana Giametta or Cash) or cash. NO credit cards 
please.  Please sign up in advance by emailing Ana at 
ana.giametta@gmail.com.  
 

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE  

Donna Wellbrock  is offering home-based before school care and aftercare for 
Lebanon Township.  For more information, call Donna at 528-6857.  
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

I.  "Communal Life Abounds" was the 
9th sign of the Vibrant Parish to be 
discussed. 
  
II. Liaison Assignments, Committee 
Meeting schedules were arranged for 
the year and the integration of the 
Five Year plan was presented. 
  
III. Reports were given on the proc-

ess of Archiving the historical data 
of the Pastoral Council 

 
The success of the orientation meet-
ings for new members was presented 
and agreed upon by the new mem-
bers, 
 
The Yearly Parish Calendar was dis-
tributed and adjustments made. 
 
Council meeting dates were con-
firmed, contact list and the Prayer 
Schedule were settled. 
  
IV.  The Five year Plan including 2013 
- 2015 was approached with a brain-
storming session.  
The results were categorized and 
though difficult to prioritize one over 
the other, we decided that the 
Connxions ministry was our first prior-
ity.  We will return to this process at 
the next meeting. 
 
Sub- committees were established 
and 2 of each members of the PC 
chose which they wished to handle. 
 
The areas of focus are - 1. The Five 
year Plan; 2. Archives; 3. Communica-
tion; 4.New Pastoral Council Member-
ship. 
  
V. The pastor asked for help in plan-
ning Earl's deaconate celebration; 

Continued on next page 



 

 

CRS-ACTION ALERT  

TAKE ACTION NOW!   Let your members of Congress and 
President Obama know that you strongly support U.S. leader-
ship to secure a just and lasting peace in the Holy Land.  Visit 
the Catholics Confront Global Poverty Action Center to send 
them a message now.  https://secure.crs.org/site/Advocacy?

pagename=homepage&page=UserAction&id=641  
WHY IS THIS ACTION IMPORTANT NOW?  An Israeli announcement to expand 
settlements in East Jerusalem, recent violence that led to four Palestinian deaths 
in the West Bank, and a rocket attack from Gaza that killed a worker in southern 
Israel are causes for serious concern among Christian leaders in the United 
States, including Bishop Howard Hubbard, Chairman, United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Committee on International Justice and Peace, and 
Ken Hackett, President of Catholic Relief Services (CRS).  In a recent letter to 
President Obama they stated: “The expansion of settlements endangers efforts to 
start the proximity talks that are to be the first step towards direct negotiations on 
all final status issues that include borders, refugees, security, and a shared Jerusa-
lem.” They added: “We cannot permit the benefits of reconciliation and peace to be 
undermined by fear. Continued violence only strengthens rejectionists on both 
sides.”   
USCCB and CRS support strong U.S. leadership to seek a comprehensive peace 
agreement that ends the conflict in the Holy Land and achieves both the Palestin-
ian goal of an independent, secure and viable state and Israel’s goal of a secure 
state with recognized borders. -from CRS news update 
 

GOOD NEWS HOME FOR WOMEN 
Hundreds of women have walked through the doors of the Good News Home for 
Women in Flemington. They come from all walks of life in search of help and treat-
ment for their addictions to the life-destroying effects of alcohol and drugs. The 
Good News Home for Women provides a, long-term, residential holistic treatment 
program in which spiritual birth and growth are stressed, along with the Christian 
12-Step process. 
If you or a member of your family is in need of ass istance please call 908-806
-4220 or check out their website at www.goodnewshom e.org .  
PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING IN SUPPORT OF THEIR WORK BY PLACING 
A DONATION IN AN ENVELOPE (available on the Social Ministry Stand) MARK-
ING IT “GOOD NEWS HOME DONATION” AND DROPPING IT IN THE SOCIAL 
MINISTRY DROP-BOX IN THE NARTHEX.  
 

SHIP’S GALLEY SOUP KITCHEN  
 

Monday, August 9, 10:00 a.m., Office Center 

The next scheduled mission providing the noon meal to the SHIP’s Galley Soup 
Kitchen in Somerville is scheduled for Monday, August 9. We will need hot 
casseroles, soup, tossed salad and fresh fruit. To donate any of these items, 
please call Anne Germino at 908-343-1618.  All items must be at the Office 
Center by 10:00 a.m. that Monday, as scheduled. As you might imagine the need 
continues to grow in this area. If you have thought about making a donation or get-
ting involved but figured all the bases were covered, now would be a good time to 
assist in this monthly effort. Thank you for your continued support of this Ministry. 
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Announced the plans for having a joint 
picnic in September with St. Joe's in 
High Bridge. Reported on the Auction 
success and thanked those involved. 
Distributed reading material on Dean-
ery Councils - articles from the Catho-
lic Spirit by Jeff Korgen. An article from 
the book "How Jesus became Christ" 
by Barrie Wilson. 
  
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday, July 28, 
2010,  7:00 p.m. 
�

�������	���
��
	�1��(����
$�
	�������
	�����������	%�
�������
��
������
	
�����	���)���	������	�������)���*+�
�������
	
�����	��

�	������������	���

��������)�����
	
,���	-�������	���������	������������./����
������
	
�����	0����	�������������	�������12/����
������
	
�����	!�����	�����������������	�%
��32��
������
	
!���	!�����	�����������������	3
���
14��
������
	
���	!�����"��#	������������	�"
�����"��#����������	
&�����	$�%���	����������������	%�%������
��������	
!����
�	 �����	������	
�"�������
'��5
������
	

Pastoral Council, Cont.  ���
�	�1
�
�����

 

THANK YOU 
Allow me to once again express my 
thanks to all those who stopped by 
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass, Sunday to 
wish me well in my ministry.  
 
A special thanks to Marie and Roger 
Malone and all those who worked to 
make a memorable reception. 
 
I thank God for the blessing of your 
friendship and support. 
 
Deacon Earl 
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REMINDERS 

 
Let Us Know – In order to minister to 
our community at large, we need your 
assistance in letting us know who may 
be in need of help. Often those who 
are in need are either too entwined in 
their situation to contact us directly or 
to proud to ask for help. You can be 
the “angel of mercy” who helps by 
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita 
at the Office Center, send us an email 
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the 
parish website – http://www.ccsjn.org/ 
 
Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis, 
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry 
and more. Questions? See website 
http://www.helplinehc.org/  
 
CALLERS WISHING TO REACH 
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO 
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING 
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357. 
 
Haves ‘n Needs 
Parish member? List either your 
Haves or your Needs on the parish 
website: www.ccsjn.org 
 
New Eyes for the Needy 
Donate your old eyeglasses in the 
Narthex. 
 
St. Jude’s Ranch 
Donate you Campbell Soup labels in 
the Narthex. See parish website for list 
of items. 
 
Sponsor Child 
Please remember Angel in your 
prayers, and drop your donation in the 
Jar at the Social Ministry Station. 
Don’t forget to write! 

BACK TO SCHOOL GIVING TREE  
Our annual Back to School Giving Tree is in full bloom in 
the Narthex.  Please pick a tag from the tree, sign the log 
and return your donation in the envelope provided (it pro-
tects the magnetic strip), no later than August 22.  You can 
leave your donations in the Social Ministry Drop Box in the 
Narthex or at the Parish Office Center during the week. 
This year we are requesting gift certificates from: Wal-Mart, 

K-Mart, Penney’s or Payless Shoes.  These gift certificates will be distributed via 
Catholic Charities in Phillipsburg and Social Services in Flemington as well as go-
ing to eight local families.  Our Goal is to provide the parents of 70 children a $25 
gift card each to purchase clothing or supplies to begin the school year.  
If you cannot get out to purchase a gift certificate or you wish to make a donation 
by cash or check, please take an envelope from the Social Ministry stand, enclose 
your donation and tag, and drop it in the Social Ministry Drop Box. (That’s the 
wooden box to the right of the Social Ministry Station. Please memo your check 
“back to school.”)  If you have any questions or suggestions, please ca ll Earl 
Roberts at 908-832-2513 or email eroberts@ccsjn.org . 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
August 15 & 16 

The weekend of August 15 & 16 is our Food Pantry weekend. Please give priority 
to the following items that are needed: pasta, pasta sauce, canned fruit, maca-
roni and cheese, cake or muffin mix, coffee, tea, c anned or bagged nuts, and 
healthy snacks . Monetary donations may be made at any time using envelopes 
available at the Social Ministry station and the Social Ministry drop-box in the Nar-
thex. Please mark your check or envelope “Food Pantry.” 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
Anyone who wishes to donate to the work of Habitat for Humanity can do so using 
the donation “House Box” at the Social Ministry station in the Narthex. All dona-
tions go to Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity. For those who would like to vol-
unteer to work on a house, they are starting constr uction of a home in 
Bridgewater. Call 908-704-0016 – website www.rvhabi tat.org  

 

PROJECT EARTH 
While the recent heat has been a little rough on us humans, the 
vegetables in the Project Earth Garden have been loving it! Only 
three weeks into the harvest and we have already surpassed 200 
pounds of produce donated to local food banks as well as casse-
roles that have been prepared for the SHIP soup kitchen. 

Thanks this week to parishioners Rose and Dylan Oelkers, Sam Martinson and 
the Girl Scouts of Troop 1017, Angie D’Armiento, Brigid  McGill and Hope 
Murray for help with the harvesting and weeding. Over the July 4th week while 
many were on vacation, Amy Scalera helped with watering and Claire Monarty 
and her mom Karen have been watering, weeding and harvesting. 
For questions about the garden or to offer assistan ce Call Anne Germino at 
908-343-1618. 
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50/50 CASH FOR  
CHRISTMAS 

With our financial challenges facing us 
and the loss of the Polish Dinner and 
the Wine and Food Fest the Fundrais-
ing committee is bringing back history. 
Our very first fundraiser as a parish 
was a 50/50 at Christmas time. We 
dropped that after several years in 
favor of the Auction. This year we 
would like to reintroduce this. 
The drawing will take place on De-
cember 5. There will be three prizes. 
The winners part of the 50/50 will be 
divided among the winners - 1st prize 
25% of the total; 2nd prize 15% of the 
total and the 3rd prize 10% of the to-
tal. 
The tickets should hit the mail some-
time at the end of August and the be-
ginning of September. 
We need a chairperson or persons 
to collect the tickets, record, fold 
and conduct the drawing. If you can 
assist please contact the Office or a 
member of the Fundraising Committee 
- Marybeth Harrison, Fran Barbone, 
Sharon Lohrmann, Susan Kuhn or 
Marlene Milko . 
 

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS  

We had 31 families  purchase Shop-
Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last 

weekend, for a 
total of $3,725.00 
with $186.25 com-
ing to St. John’s.  
Stop after Mass on 
the weekends or 

come to the Office Center during the 
week. It costs you nothing and the 
Parish gains 5% on all gift cards.  
Thanks to the volunteers who are will-
ing to stay a few minutes after Mass to 
sell these cards and all who use them 
to shop.    
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ATTENTION ALL ST. JOHN GOLFERS  

(MEN, WOMEN, & TEENAGERS)  
Saturday, September 25, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.,  

Minebrook Golf Club, Hackettstown 

Reserve the date on your calendar for the upcoming St. John's annual Golf Outing. 
We had a great turnout last year that included a number of women golfers and a 
few teenaged golfers as well.  Hugh McKenna of Johnson Dodge-Chrysler-Jeep 
will once again be offering the opportunity to win a new car for the designated hole-
in-one prize. 
To register:  Please e-mail Bob Martalus at: bob_martalus@dalecar negie.com 
or call him at 908-439-3970.  
Registration:  $125 per golfer  
Sponsorship Opportunities are also available.  
 

BOOK SALE  
The Book Sale is coming. We have cleaned out the old and need 
to renew our supply. Donations may be left at the Carriage house 
or in the box by the church entrance.  Please call Linda Ger-
ristead at 908-638-8930 if you have any questions.  

SILVER & GOLD WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
Sunday, September 26 at 4:00 p.m., St. Francis Cath edral 

You are warmly invited to celebrate your 25th or 
50th Wedding Anniversary with the Church of 
Metuchen.  Renew your marriage vows and 
receive a personalized certificate from Bishop 
Paul G. Bootkoski at a special Evening Prayer 
Service* in the Cathedral of St. Francis of As-
sisi, Metuchen.   

Application forms may be secured from your parish office or downloaded from the 
website by logging on to http://www.diometuchen.org/deptsministries/family-life/ 
click on box for Silver/Gold Application Form.   
Forms must be signed by the pastor and returned to the Family Life Office by 
the parish office.   Application forms will be accepted by the Family Life Office until 
Friday, September 3, 2010.  A confirmation letter will be sent once your application 
has been processed.  
Formal invitations and seating tickets will be mailed approximately two weeks prior 
to the celebration.   
To ensure your reservation please fill out an application as soon as possible.  *The 
prayer service does not fulfill your Sunday obligation. 
For additional information call the Family Life Off ice/Diocese of Metuchen 
(732)562-1990 ext. 1624 



 

 

 

“OUR BELIEFS ARE SHOWN IN THE WAY WE LIVE”  
Eighteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time 

Focus:  Being rich in what matters with God 
 “All our possessions, all our achievements amount to nothing unless 
 we become rich in what matters to God.”  
 

Scripture :  The parable of the rich man and his storage barns:  "'You fool, this 
        night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have pre-
        pared, to whom will they belong?'" 

Luke 12: 13-21 
 

Reflection:  Have you ever had the experience of a great financial windfall?  What 
 did you do with it or what would you do with it?  Have you ever had an 
 experience of a relationship where money got in the way or ruined it?  
 What is more important, riches or good relationships? 
 

Song:  “To You O Lord, I Lift Up My Soul” #398 
 

Story:  Looking good but not looking well…  
 

 
A woman had a dream.  God appeared to her and said, "I'm going to grant you 
another 40 years, 8 months and 22 days of life."  Well, she woke up very ex-
cited.  She thought, If that's going to happen, I'm going get a little bit of work done. 
  
So if you could nip it or tuck it, push it or pull it, she had it done.  And when the 
doctors were finished, she really looked good.  To celebrate, she decided to treat 
herself to a night on the town.  But just as she was crossing the busy downtown 
boulevard, a car ran a red light.  Bam!  The car hit her and . . . well, suddenly she 
found herself in heaven, standing before God.   
  
"I don't understand it, God.  You said you'd grant me another 40 years, 8 months 
and 22 days of life, and here I am standing before you.  What happened?" 
  
God looked at the woman and said, "I'm sorry, but I didn't recognize you." 
  
Our never satisfied search for beauty, wealth and celebrity often obscures who we 
really are, what we really seek out of this life, what we really value and honor.  We 
become so obsessed with the successful career, the beautiful house, the yield of 
our stock portfolios, and the bigger and best toys that we are crushed when those 
things fail us - and, ultimately, they will.  In today's Gospel, Jesus makes clear that 
our lives are not about amassing fortunes or achieving great renown.  As wonderful 
as those things may be, God has given us this precious, wonderful life in order to 
embrace and be embraced by his selfless and affirming love, to discover how to 
love one another as God loves us: totally and completely, without condition or 
limit.   

 
Connections, August 2010 

���
��
���3�����
���4��������
�5�

RESPECT LIFE 
Yet another example of the ongoing 
flood of success stories with non-
embryonic stem cells is that of three 
year old Alyssa Dupuis who suffered 
brain damage at birth that caused 
cerebral palsy.  Her parents decided 
to bank her umbilical cord blood which 
was recently given to Alyssa via stem 
cell transfusion.  Immediate positive 
results were seen and at last report 
this little girl, according to her mother, 
is “about 85% cured from cerebral 
palsy.”  NRL News, Feb-March 2010. 
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CONFIRMATION 2010 

 
We have a banner 
display of this year’s 
Confirmandi in the 
Narthex of the 
Church. Stop by and 
see who our candi-
dates are. Please 
keep these young 

people and their families in your 
prayers. 
They will be confirmed on October 10, 
2010 at a 12:15 p.m. Mass. 

THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT 
The Catholic Spirit will be available 
after Masses next weekend, August 7-
8. Upcoming features and stories in-
clude: 

· Photos of parish Vacation Bible 
Camps/Schools 

· Parishes create gardens to feed 
the hungry 

· Marriage Rally – Bus touring 
country stops in Trenton 

· Couples for Christ changes lives 
of families 



 

 

MILITARY PERSONNEL  
If you have someone in the military that 
you would like us to remember in our 
prayers, call the office or drop the name 
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers: 

2nd Lieutenant, Baumann Katherine 
Petty Officer Behr, Fred, U.S. Navy  

Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force 
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army 

Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC 
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC 

IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy 
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC 

Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC 
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC 

AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force 
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force 

RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy 
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army 

2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC 
CW5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army 

Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy 
Hafke, Michael, National Guard 

CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy 
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army 

GM3 Hurler, Shane 
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force 

PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC 
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy 

Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot 
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC 

SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army 
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army 

ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy 
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy 

SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army 
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army 
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force 

HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy 
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret 

Maj. Martin, John, USMC 
ATI Mastro II, Michael R., U.S. Navy 

Capt. Omstead, David, USA 
Capt. Omstead, Barbara, USA 
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army 
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army 

PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy 
1st Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard 
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard 

Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy 
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC 

Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC 
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army 

SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force 
Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army 
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC 

Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force 
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VITALITY COFFEES 

The staff of St. John’s is hosting a coffee after t he 10:30 a.m. Mass this week-
end. Please plan to stop by after Mass. Meet each other and talk with members of 
our staff about how you can help to fulfill the needs of our parish community. 
 

CONNXION GREETERS 
“Give my greeting to every holy one in Christ Jesus. Those who 
are with me send you their greetings…The grace of the Lord Je-
sus Christ be with your spirit.” – Philippians 4:21, 23 
The importance of a greeting cannot be over emphasized in any 
parish. Here at St. John’s we are looking for individuals or fami-
lies who can work in this ministry, welcoming those who come to 
Mass on the weekends. This is an excellent opportunity to involve 
the whole family. 

The core of this ministry is Jesus himself, welcoming and revealing His love for 
those who enter His house. If you can arrive fifteen minutes prior to the star t of 
a weekend Mass to meet and greet, please signup usi ng the bulletin signup 
sheet, online or contact Earl Roberts 832-2513 or e roberts@ccsjn.org . 
 

CATHOLIC INQUIRY 
Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time 
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is 
leading.  It’s a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church.  If you are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St. 
John’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic 
Christian.  The details and duration of this faith journey vary  according to 
each individual’s starting point.  
 

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH? 
If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long absence, 
please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and provide 
a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith. 
 

YOUR PRAYERS 
Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each 
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit 
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 1, 2010  
Sunday:  Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23/Col 3:1-5, 9-11/Lk 12:13-21 
Monday: Jer 28:1-17/Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22/Mt 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7/Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Jer 31:31-34/Mt 16:13-23 
Friday:  Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Lk 9:28b-36 
Saturday: Hb 1:12---2:4/Mt 17:14-20 
Next Sunday: Wis 18:6-9/Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 or 11:1-2, 8-12/Lk 12:32-48 
  or 12:35-40 
©Liturgical Publications Inc 



 

 

Continued on next page 
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NUMBERS 

Upon my transfer on June of 1968 I was headed for St. 
Augustine’s in Franklin Park. Today the mailing address is 
Kendall Park. The area in South Brunswick centered on the 
west side of Route 1 built by Kendall Homes Inc. The parish 
also took in North Brunswick. One of the young girls in the 8th 
grade, Kathleen Shafer, called the pastor to tell him to take 
good care of me. She is still a dear friend even though I have 

not always agreed with her actions.  
It was not easy to leave the people of Middlesex whom I dearly loved but I would 
not have survived mentally in that work environment. I drove into the St. Augustine 
parish complex in the midst of their annual carnival, quite a production. I think that 
they even had a diving horse. What a way to be initiated into a parish. 
The pastor, Father Jack Reilly, was the pastor of my first seminarian assignment 
the summer of 1957 in Blairstown. I knew him to be a decent man even though a 
bit flamboyant, unique and creative. He had big ideas and expectations. He was 
not a great communicator and this after four years would be the background of my 
next transfer. In fact he celebrated his 25th anniversary in 1969 and declared that 
he was taking an unannounced sabbatical for the summer. You never knew when 
he would be there or not. There was a Haitian priest, Father “Yellowbird” named 
after the song he sang. He was a young an energetic man exiled from Haiti and 
studying in the USA. He was succeeded by Father Roger LaBonte, also from Haiti 
by way of Canada. Father “Yellowbird” helped out that summer from time to time. 
The pastor was able to do this since a trusted friend; Mary Hengert was his secre-
tary/administrator assistant. She gave me orders and direction. The first year and 
summer were not bad under the circumstances especially after being rescued from 
the bowels of hell. 
The June I arrived the first graduating class of the school was going off to high 
school. There was a good CYO in place already so they just flowed into the ranks 
and made it swell. This was the beginning of a great experience with the CYO 
(now called Youth Ministry). It was not without its problems but we achieved some 
great things. Believing that the whole program of CYO should be in place, instead 
of just sports, I dived into the deep part of the pool. 
We carried out the four part plan of CYO, engaging in Spiritual. Cultural, Athletic 
and Social activities. We had students and adult advisors involved in each area, 
planning and meeting as a group before coming together for the monthly meetings. 
Gary Abbamont was the president that first year. He was a senior at South Bruns-
wick High School. He was a fine young man who did a good job.  
I brought over the Sunday paper sales from Middlesex. This with special fundrais-
ers made us self sufficient. We supported all the basketball fees and any other 
items that needed finances. We met in half of the basement of the church which 
was divided into two classrooms. I was meticulous in leaving the room just as we 
found it. We had an evening Mass, which became the Folk Mass followed by a 
social. Bill and Helen Darmon were the adult advisors soon joined by Sally Perna. 
Each month we marked and moved the desks. Of course it soon became a battle 
of wits with the teacher of this room. I was called into the principal’s office. Sister 
Mary Felicia told me of the situation. Of course with all of this precaution I was dev-
astated. My cry was, “Can’t we find some way of using the same space for such a 

A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A PRIEST  PONDERING PAUSES 
South Africa: Bishop Dowling re-

flects on trends in the Church  

What we should have, in my view, is a 
Church where the leadership recog-
nizes and empowers decision-making 
at the appropriate levels in the local 
Church; where local leadership listens 
to and discerns with the people of God 
of that area what “the Spirit is saying 
to the Church” and then articulates 
that as a consensus of the believing, 
praying, serving community. It needs 
faith in God and trust in the people of 
God to take what may seem to some 
or many as a risk. The Church could 
be enriched as a result through a di-
versity which truly integrates socio-
cultural values and insights into a liv-
ing and developing faith, together with 
a discernment of how such diversity 
can promote unity in the Church – and 
not, therefore, require uniformity to be 
truly authentic. 
 
Diversity in living and praxis, as an 
expression of the principle of subsidi-
arity, has been taken away from the 
local Churches everywhere by the 
centralization of decision-making at 
the level of the Vatican. In addition, 
orthodoxy is more and more identified 
with conservative opinions and out-
look, with the corresponding judgment 
that what is perceived to be “liberal” is 
both suspect and not orthodox, and 
therefore to be rejected as a danger to 
the faith of the people. 
 
Is there a way forward? I have grap-
pled with this question especially in 
the light of the apparent division of 
aspiration and vision in the Church. 
How do you reconcile such very differ-
ent visions of Church, or models of 
Church? I do not have the answer, 
except that somewhere we must find 
an attitude of respect and reverence 
for difference and diversity as we 

Continued on next page 



 

 

search for a living unity in the Church; 
that people be allowed, indeed en-
abled, to find or create the type of 
community which is expressive of their 
faith and aspirations concerning their 
Christian and Catholic lives and en-
gagement in Church and world….and 
which strives to hold in legitimate and 
constructive tension the uncertainties 
and ambiguities that all this will bring, 
trusting in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  
 
At the heart of this is the question of 
conscience. As Catholics, we need to 
be trusted enough to make informed 
decisions about our life, our witness, 
our expressions of faith, spirituality, 
prayer, and involvement in the 
world……on the basis of a developed 
conscience. And, as an invitation to an 
appreciation of conscience and consci-
entious decisions about life and partici-
pation in what is a very human 
Church, I close with the formulation or 
understanding given by none other 
than the theologian, Father Josef 
Ratzinger, now Pope, when he was a 
peritus, or expert, at Vatican II: 
 
“Over the Pope as expression of the 
binding claim of ecclesiastical author-
ity, there stands one’s own conscience 
which must be obeyed before all else, 
even if necessary against the require-
ment of ecclesiastical authority. This 
emphasis on the individual, whose 
conscience confronts him with a su-
preme and ultimate tribunal, and one 
which in the last resort is beyond the 
claim of external social groups, even 
the official Church, also establishes a 
principle in opposition to increasing 
totalitarianism”. 
 
(Joseph Ratzinger in: Commentary on 
the Documents of Vatican II,Vol. V., 
pg. 134 (Ed) H. Vorgrimler, New York, 
H e r d e r  a n d  H e r d e r ,  1 9 6 7 ) . 
 
Bishop Kevin Dowling C.Ss.R. 
Cape Town, 1 June, 2010  

worthwhile ministry?” Of course I don’t think that I used the word ministry in those 
days so immediately following the Second Vatican Council. 
We started a newsletter and named it the Canterbury Chronicles after the name of 
the patron of the parish, St. Augustine of Canterbury. Sally Perna had a column 
called “Pick-a boo” where she kept everyone guessing at its authorship and the 
happenings in the student’s lives. We got involved in the One Act Play contest. We 
took trips like our famous Mystery Tour. The folk group grew and we even tried a 
unique Mass modeled after the musical TOMMY by the Who. The girls made pais-
ley vestments; we used black light to create an atmosphere and used the song 
See Me, Feel Me Touch me for the Gospel. One of our members Bill Umbach’s 
band played the music. They had played at a dance and I observed how the young 
people stood in awe filled reverence listening to them and this gave me the idea. It 
was a great success though we baffled some adults who normally came to this 
Sunday evening Mass. 
We also participated in county and diocesan activities. I felt we were a great suc-
cess and had the advantage of capitalizing on the enthusiasm that accompanied 
the first graduating class of the parish. We had one of the few parishes that partici-
pated in all four parts of the program instead of just athletics. The second president 
was Sharon Darmon, followed by Bob Bauer and concluding my fourth year with 
Brian Newman who was a part of that first graduating class and went on to become 
a physician. 
The pastor never made any comments nor supported us financially nor gave any 
compliments. He never stood in our way and gave me full reign. I never knew what 
he thought but kept him updated on everything we were doing. I learned that from 
my first pastor. He was not always there but when we were at dinner together I 
would engage him in conversation about the kids, families and our activities. 
So a new era of the Year in the Life of a Priest had begun. 
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BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM  
Friday, September 17, 7:15 p.m., Church Center 

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St. 
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community.  Following an 
initial pastoral visit at the parish office with either Deacon Earl or 
the Coordinator of the Baptism Preparation Team to start the 
process, parents attend one preparation session, which is offered 
quarterly. Baptism Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team 

facilitate the program and assist on the day of Baptism as well. 
All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in 
special circumstances.  The Community is present to welcome the child into the 
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as they raise their child in 
the faith we share. 
Parents are expected to be registered active members of The Community of St. 
John Neumann. At least one Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The 
next scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday – September 17 at 7:15 p.m.  
The deadline for signing up to attend this program is Friday – August 27.  For 
more information or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center 
at 832-2513 or use the online form from the parish website – www.ccsjn.org. 



 

 

Weekly Averages 
June ..................................... $4,687.00 
May ...................................... $5,296.00 
April ...................................... $5,732.00 
March ................................... $5,616.00 
February ............................... $6,165.00 
January ............................... $5,668.00 
December ............................ $6,022.00 
November ............................ $5,771.00 
October ................................ $5,795.00 
September ........................... $5,590.00 
August .................................. $5,350.00 
 
Weekly Need ....................... $7,034.00  
 

For July 26, 2009 
71 Weekly Donors  ................. $1,999.00 
26 Monthly Donors .................. $4295.00 
Loose Money ............................... $51.00 
Total ....................................... $6,345.00 
16 Direct Deposit ....................... $796.25 
Weekly Average for 07/09 .... $6,711.25 
 

For July 25, 2010 
58 Weekly Donors  ................. $1,682.00 
30 Monthly Donors ................. $4,163.00 
Loose Money  .............................. $65.00 
Total ....................................... $5,910.00 
20 Direct Deposit ....................... $971.00 
Weekly Average for 07/10 .... $6,544.00 

FINANCIAL UPDATE  
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES 

 
 

Office Angels 
Monday,8/2 Angel Needed   
Tuesday, 8/3 C. Behrens  
Wednesday, 8/4 Angel Needed   
Thursday, 8/5 Pat Anderson 
 

Grocery Cards 
July 31 & August 1 

5:30 p.m. E. McCabe  
8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski 
10:30 a.m. V. Hoffart 

August 7 & 8 
5:30 p.m. J. Eacovalle  
8:00 a.m. S. Pojedinec 
10:30 a.m. J. Varcadipane 
 

Church Center Plant Watering 
Week of 8/1 L. Feller 
Week of 8/8 C. Fortenbacker 
 

Church Center Cleaning 
August 6 Team D 
August 13 Team E 
 

Bulletin Transporters 
August 6 L. & H. Patterson 
August 13 P. Dattler 

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent an d  
Treasure as a way of life.   

316 families; 50 Time & Talent Responses, 47 Treasu re  
Responses, 11 Youth Responses 

“Jesus urges us to be rich in what matters to God. The psalmist warns against 
hardening our hearts. Are our hearts open to really matters?” 
This weekend’s Gospel is a really great parable for those who are not good stew-
ards. We might ask ourselves what we do when we have abundance - when we 
experience a windfall. If you hit it big at Atlantic City what would you do? A friend 
hit a jackpot. Many people shared in his winnings. I know I did as well as this par-
ish as well as his home parish. At a Diocesan gathering recently 2 priests won part 
of a 50/50 as well as a layman. I know that the layman gave it right back to the 
fund that was the recipient of the dinner. I don’t know if the priests shared any. I 
know that it would not have entered my mind to share. But that is because I am not 
a good steward. Working for the church I sometimes feel that I am entitled to some 
benefits like winning. I don’t get any other bonus. However, even though it is not 
the first thing on my mind I usually find a way to share. 
I did change my approach when I first became a pastor. I was on vacation and 
when it was time for the collection I took $5.00 out of my pocket. As I waited for the 
basket I reflected that I had given the waitress more for a tip the night before. Then 
I said in my mind but I am a part of this organization and so I should get some 
benefits. Then I realized that I wanted good music, air conditioning etc. So I put 
back the $5.00 and took out $20.00. I don’t know if it was because I now was a 
pastor or because I was becoming a good steward. 
When we receive an abundance we think of what we can get that we could not 
buy. We look ahead for a rainy day, college tuition, wedding receptions etc. We 
don’t usually think of charity or sharing in justice. What Jesus is reminding and ask-
ing us to do is the share our blessing, our treasure as well as our time and talent. 
“Take carte to guard against greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not 
consist of possessions.” “Store up treasure in heaven.” 

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS 

 

SPONSORING ST. MARY’S 
PARISH 

In March 2009, we began sending 
profits from cash card sales on the 
third weekend of each month to St. 
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If 
you don’t use these cash cards but 
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you 
may leave a donation in the basket 
provided in the Narthex. In July, we 
collected $150.00 in profits from the 
sale of Shop Rite, A&P and Kings 
cards to be sent to St. Mary’s in 
Coeburn.  
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STEWARDSHIP 

 
Time & Talent Opportunities 

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold 
with Jesus in God. 
 
We are a Stewardship Parish sharing 
time, talent and treasure as a way of 
life. 
 
On-going Stewardship Opportunities: 
 
Worship/Liturgy 
�� Greeter/Hospitality 
�� Lector 
�� Altar Preparation 
�� Minister of the Eucharist 
�� Music Ministry 
�� Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
 
Formation: 
�� Religious Ed Advisory Board 
�� Catechist 
 
Pastoral/Organizational: 
�� Pastoral Council 
�� Finance Council 
�� Property Management Committee 
 
Connxions: 
�� Team Member 
�� Connxions Companion 
�� RCIA Team 
�� Baptism Preparation Team 
 
Stewardship: 
�� Committee Member 
�� Fair Trade 
�� Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales 
 
Other ways I can help: 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.  
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop 
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou t under forms.  

Name(s): ______________________________________________________  
 
Day Phone: ____________________________________________________  
 
Evening Phone: ________________________________________________  
 
Email: ________________________________________________________  

�� Grocery Card Sales  
�
�� Companions Ministry  
�
�� Connxions Ministry  
 
�� Greeter 
 

 �� 5:30 p.m. Mass 
 �� 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 �� 10:30 a.m. Mass 
�
�� Vitality Coffee Help 
�
�� Help with Project Earth Garden 
 
�� Chair—Cash for Christmas 50/50 

13 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN’S  
If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have 
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check 
off your request or information you want to communicate below. 
 
[    ] new in the area     [    ] visitor                       [    ] planning to live in the area 
 
[    ] parishioner            [    ] former parishioner   [    ] been in the area awhile 
 
[    ] change of   [    ] address  [      ] email  [    ] phone number [    ] marital 
          status 
 
[  ] wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct 
      deposit contributing 
 


