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Catholic Community of St. John Neumann

FOUNDED on the teachings of Jesus Christ,

NOURISHED by the hospitality of the Califon Christian
Communities,

FORMED with a commitment to Social Ministry, and

STRENGTHENED by the Holy Spirit

The Catholic Community of St. John Neumann is
a jubilant people on a continuing spiritual
journey of hope:

TO CELEBRATE and DEEPEN our faith

TO SHARE our unique gifts, talents and treasures
TO CHERISH all life

TO LIVE in openness, acceptance and love.
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Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any change in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Baptism : Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Connxions and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, which
is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish membership
and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No baptisms
are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist : First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation : Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult_Confirmation The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children __: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

First Reconciliation : First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony : Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick : Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders : If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or visit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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Tuesday, November 30

7:00 p.m. No Mass

December 4 & 5
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
(OF=11=] o] =1 o | SO PPUOR PPNt Fr. Domenick
Y03 (0] SO A. Sawczuk
ABE SEIVET .ttt e e e e e e Germino Family

Ministers of the EUCNAriSt.........coovuveieieee e J. McCabe, E. McCabe,
.............................................................................. L. Garcia, B. Garcia, J. Gardner

Wednesday, December 1

9:30 a.m. Donna Sterphone reg. Al
Sterphone

Friday, December 3

7:00 a.m. Margaret Helbling
Saturday, December 4

5:30 p.m. Margaret Gilzow req.

Livoti Family

Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant.............cc Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o] o ) TR C. McVicker
ARBE SEIVET ..ttt e e e e e e e e et aaeaeeeaeaes Rogers Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............cccccevnnnnne. R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec, B. Minick
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Celebrant.............cc Fr. Domenick
=T od (0] USRI S. Gemma
ARBE SEIVET ...ttt e e e e e e e e s arr e eaaeeaanes Malone Family
Ministers of the Eucharist............ccooeeeeeiieieieeceeeeeeeeee, A. DeStefano, B. Martalus,

R. Martalus, A. Giametta, E. Lacy

Sunday, December 5

8:00 a.m. Gary Wolf req.
Barbone Family
10:30 a.m. Rose Guastella req.
Giametta Family

Sunday, November 28 — First Sunday of Advent/
Christmas Giving Tree Ends

Sunday, December 5 — Second Sunday of Advent/Yellow
Brick Road/Christmas Cash Drawing

10:30 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy of the Word (Church Center) 9:00 a.m.  K-6 Catechesis (Valley View)
10:30 a.m.  Baptisms—Evans & Kowalewski (Church 11:30 a.m.  Christmas Cash 50/50 Drawing (Church
Center) Center)
Monday, November 20 — BI. Tutta of Rustat 6:30 p.m.  Jr. High Catechesis (Church Center)
7:00 p.m.  Fundraising Meeting (Office Center)
7:30 p.m.  Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting (Office + ,

Center)
Tuesday, November 30 — St. Andrew

9:30 a.m.  Quilting (Office Center)
No Mass

Father Bill is back home and is progressing. Although he is
continuing to recuperate, Fr. Bill has resumed saying weekday

Masses and plans to begin saying one Mass on the weekends.

Wednesday, December 1 — Advent Weekday

9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting (Office Center)
7:00 p.m. Religious Education Advisory Board Meeting

(Office Center)
Thursday, December 2 — Advent Weekday/Hanukkah
Begins

Quilting (Office Center)
Music Ministry (Church Center)

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Friday, December 3 — St. Francis Xavier

7:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Mass (Neumann Residence)
Cleaning (Church Center)

Saturday, December 4 — St. John of Damascus
11:00 a.m.

First Reconciliation & Reception (Church
Center)
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Remember in Your Prayers

Irene Adams

Ms. Ally

Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Agnes Barhart
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker
Maria Beckman
Bonnie Beneszewski
Mary Anna Bennett
Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin

Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Olga Charkut

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Peggy Colaneri
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Gloria Cucchiara
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Percival Davids
Maria Elena Dawson
Virginia DeCasino
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Georgette Ezyske
Courtney Ellis
Jacob Fakelmann
Hannah Farrington
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Frank Gargiulo
Maria Gargiulo
Jayne Giese

Alice Giordano
Jerry Goski
Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Dorothy Gross
Colleen Hendzrak
Tyler Hodulik
Anita Horan
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
John Kaemmerer
Rosemary Kimbal

Mary Kirchner
Frank Kostecki
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear
Jewel LeVine
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Lily Anna Mastro
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
Tyler Messinger
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort
Bill O'Toole
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Brian Plushanski
) *
Albert Rayburn
Tom Regan
Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach
Julie Ruby
John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Jim Sklenar
Christopher Skuza
Austen James Slinger
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Jonathan Solis
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
Margaret Sweeney
Joan Thompson
John Toolan
Rose Uricchio
Robert Villani
Katherine Waddleton
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Joey Zieba
Michael Zocchi

COME LORD JESUS

The “ripe time” has come, the time to wake up for the coming
of the Lord! We do not know exactly when he will come, but
we do know that the time is already ripe so we must “stand
up now for Jesus!” Advent is a time of expectancy. We wait
for the next step in the Lord’s plan for his creation and for
each of us. He came once as a baby, he comes to us in our
worship and daily lives, and he will come again in full power,
glory, and majesty. Are we, are you, ready to meet him face

to face?
First Sunday of Advent, Year A. lllustration © 2001 M. Erspamer, OSB.
Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2001, OCP. All rights reserved.

PAVING THE YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

Next weekend we will pass the baskets after the communion of the Mass for the
monthly mortgage payment of $6,707.00. . We are grateful for the continued sup-
port of those families who give and those who use cash cards that are a part of
making up the difference. Our fundraising activities supply the rest. So every bit
counts to reach this monthly need. Thanks you for your support.

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

Children’s Liturgy of the Word gathers two times per month during 10:30 Mass.
This ministry, which is an extension of our Religious Education Program, is de-
signed to give all children, Kindergarten-5" grade the experience of hearing God's
Word from their perspective. The readings, prayers and Homily are prayerfully
prepared with a child’s view of life, in mind. Each child who gathers in the Narthex
with the adult leaders has an opportunity to be an active part of the Mass Liturgy
designed exclusively for them. It's a perfect chance to enrich a child’s spiritual
development during Mass.

Check the bulletin or call the church office for dates that Children’s Liturgy of the
Word is gathering at 10:30 Mass.

Any adult, young adult or teen who is interested sh
Stefano at 908-713-6839.

ould contact Regina De-

Remembered at Mass
We stand together in the mystery of Christ’'s death and resurrection.

The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer: Dorothy
Melovitz — Margaret Reilly Walsh — Kenneth Tyburczy —
Bettyann Mirota — Theresa Brine — Fannie Appio — De acon
James S. Bell — Jon Slusher — Minnie Ann Contursi — Jean Sa-
batos — Corinna Cebula — Patricia Fallon — Diane Sa  cco




TOWN MEETING

We had a wonderful cross section of our parish community participate in the No-
vember 15 Town Meeting. Thanks to everyone who came for a good start to our
planning the future of faith formation at St. John’s. The presentation given at the
Town Meeting on Lifelong Catechesis will be posted as soon as possible on our
parish website. We will also be starting a blog to keep the conversation going.
Stay tuned.

CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP
Summer 2011

We will be traveling to Magnolia, Delaware the week of June 26—July 1, 2011. If
you are interested, please contact Mary Connolly at 537-2032 or mandmcon-
nolly@gmail.com . A $75 deposit will be due to secure your spot.

WE'RE NOT DONE YET AT ST. JOHN'S

We celebrated the 25 year anniversary of the parish in May 2008. The committee
had been working on a parish history. In December of 2007 | had a serious auto-
mobile accident and only part of the history was printed: there were two pamphlets
printed, mostly pictorial. There should have been more. Those of you who have
been around for more than the past two years, remember that we interviewed
many key parishioners. What happened?

We welcome a new member, Jane Varcadipane , to the History Committee. Jane
and her husband have been members of St. John’s for over 25 years. She served
as a Religious Education Volunteer during the early years of the parish and was
mentioned many times by the parishioners interviewed in preparation for the parish
history.

In the diocese, historians are wanted...the diocese feels it is important for each
parish to keep good records of what goes on and schedules a conference of parish
historians each year.

Rosary Gilheany 832-6961

LUMINARIES

We need empty gallon milk containers for the luminaries that light the way for the
Christmas Masses. Please drop off your containers in the Seton Room of the Of-
fice Center. Thank you!

JOIN THE BELL CHOIR

If you are interested in playing with the St. John' s Bell Chair,
please contact Jaki Fesq at jakifesg@gmail.com. The first re-
hearsal is Thursday, September 16 at 7:30 p.m. We usually re-

\ hearse every other Thursday from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. No prior bell

experience is necessary, but it helps if you can read music. Our

I\

current ringers are of all ages, but children who are interested
should be at least 10 years old.

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 18, 2010

Anthony DeStefano attended our
meeting and spoke about Stew-
ardship. One of their new objec-
tives is Environmental Steward-
ship. November 6 and 7 is Stew-
ardship weekend.

Jeff Korgen will be speaking on
Monday, October 25 at Our Lady
of Lourdes parish in Whitehouse
on The Future of Parish Life in the
Diocese of Metuchen. Some of
Pastoral Council members will
attend and share information. The
article on future staffing possibili-
ties in The Catholic Spirit (May 20,
2010 Vol. 15, No 14) can be ac-
cessed online through St. John's
website.

A Town Meeting is scheduled for
November 15, 2011. Dr. Rose
Fay will have a presentation on
Whole Community Catechesis. All
parishioners are welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Vitality Coffees: A guide for set-
ting up and running a Vitality Cof-
fee is kept in the top right hand
drawer in the counter in the Nar-
thex. The next Vitality Coffee will
be hosted by Stewardship on No-
vember 7 after the 10:30 Mass.

Parish Financial Update: We are
operating at a deficit every month
for both the mortgage payment
and operating expenses. The
Budget Committee will be looking
at other ways to meet expenses.

A discussion was held on the pro-
tocol for services when the priest
is absent.

Continued on next page
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THANK YOU

First of all many thanks for your kind-
ness shown in donations for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Remember too
that it is all of us working together, big
and small that brings all of humanity
closer together and closer to God.

But, just as in the case of Old Mother
Hubbard.....our cupboard is bare and
we need your help for Christmas and
also to revitalize local food pantries.
You will find an insert in the bulletin
that lists specific needs. If your sup-
plies go beyond our needs, please
donate them anyway since the food
pantries will be happy to stock up.

Just one more thing! We realize in
these trying times that there are more
needy out there that can use assis-
tance, so please contact Social Minis-
try and know that all information will
be acted upon in a discreet way. Part
of our mission as a parish is Social
Justice and Ministry. Keep it up with
God's good work.

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL WHO
HELPED IN THE FOOD DISTRIBU-
TION FOR THANKSGIVING:

Steve Bauernfeind, Samantha
Brynildsen, Deb Cucuzella, Mau-
reen, Ferraro, Ferrell Family, Joann
Gardner, Julia Governali, Joann and
Claire Jarvis, Steve and Teri
Kostiw, Kathleen Lande, Liz and
Lou Livoti, Marie Malone, Marie Ma-
rope, Jason and Stacy Niemiec,
Quartuccio Family, Jack Ranallo,
Rojas Family, Mackenzie Sherman,
Sieber Family, Owen Stanski, and
Zack Traylor.
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CHRISTMAS DELIVERY FOOD DONATIONS NEEDED

In four short weeks we make Christmas Food Deliveri es!

Completing our Thanksgiving Food
distribution signals the time to make ready
for our Christmas Food Delivery
scheduled for Saturday, December 18.
Donations can be dropped off at the
Social Ministry Station in the Narthex or
the Office Center during the week. Your
cash, check or gift certificate donation can
help to cover the cost of perishable items
that we will need to purchase. (Please, no
baby food or formula!)

SIGN UP FOR THE CHRISTMAS PICK
(Thursday-12/16 at 6:00 p.m.), PACK

(Friday-12/17 at 7:00 p.m.), DELIVERY

Frozen turkeys or canned hams (large
and small)

Bags of stuffing, pasta, grated cheese

Peanut butter, jelly, canned yams

Canned vegetables, soup

Cranberry sauce, icing

Gravy/sauces/condiments

Fruits (canned & dried)

Desserts—cake mixes, gelatin, pud-
ding

(Saturday-12/18 at 8:00 a.m.) USING Nuts, cookies, candy, applesauce

THE BULLETIN INSERT OR ONLINE!
If you have any questions call, Greg Wil- | Coffee, tea, hot chocolate

son our coordinator at 832-7322 or email
wgregw3@juno.com or Deacon Earl at eroberts@ccsjn.org

TWO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVE ASKED FOR HELP
GOOD NEWS HOME FOR WOMEN

Hundreds of women have walked through the doors of the Good News Home for
Women in Flemington. They come from all walks of life in search of help and treat-
ment for their addictions to the life-destroying effects of alcohol and drugs. The
Good News Home for Women provides a, long-term, residential holistic treatment
program in which spiritual birth and growth are stressed, along with the Christian
12-Step process.

FRIENDSHIP CENTER FOR NEW BEGINNINGS

Friendship Center for New Beginnings (FCNB) is a Christian outreach ministry to
single mothers, and a 501(c)3 organization, which has a history of adapting suc-
cessfully to the changing needs of single mothers in our community, since its foun-
dation in 1983. Our mission is to empower single parent families to reach their full
potential as individuals. We offer clients from the three counties of Hunterdon,
Somerset, and Warren, parenting education and material support items, at our fa-
cility here in the Hunterdon County seat of Flemington, and we have a further 300
clients visit our educational website from all over the nation. We are also invited
each year to local high school health fairs, at which several thousand students
have the opportunity to visit our booth (and they do, in great numbers!) for healthy
relationship education, which encourages them with current research on the
“success sequence:” finish high school, (and preferably graduate from college) and
save sex for marriage.

Please consider donating in support the work of these two groups by placing a do-
nation in the basket at the Social Ministry Station in the Narthex or in an envelope
(available on the Social Ministry Stand) marking it “gnhw” or “fcnb” and dropping it
in the Social Ministry drop-box in the Narthex. Our goal is to raise $300 to help
ensure the continued work of these organizations.
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CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Our Christmas Giving Tree ends this weekend. If you have
forgotten to return your gift and tag you can drop them off in

the Seton Room anytime during the week. Please do this as
soon as possible as many of our donated gifts need to be in-
spected and wrapped by volunteers at the sites we work with. If
you wish to assist in delivering gifts to one of our sponsored insti-
tutions using your sleight please let Greg Wilson know as soon as
possible.

If you have any questions please call Greg Wilson, project

coordinator at 908-832-7322 email wgregqw3@juno.com or
Deacon Earl email eroberts@ccsin.org Thank you for your
generous giving!

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity will be selecting partner families for two single-
family homes that will be built in Lambertville in 2011-2012. The applicants must be
in the low-income range, be able to repay the no-interest mortgage provided by
Habitat, be willing to contribute their own sweat equity and have a need for hous-
ing. All applicants must attend one orientation session (October 16 or 24) as the
first step in the selection process. To receive information about the selection proc-
ess, applicants should call the Habitat office at 908-704-0016 ext. 13 or log on to
www.rvhabitat.org.

SHIP

On December 13 we will be providing the noon meal at the SHIP's GALLEY SOUP
KITCHEN. At this time we have a full team of servers, and all of the food neces-
sary has been donated. Thanks to all for their generous contributions. Our next
date of service will be January 10, 2011.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28, 2010

Sunday: Is 2:1-5/Rom 13:11-14/Mt 24:37-44
Monday: Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11

Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Mt 9:35---10:1, 5a, 6-8

Next Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12
©Liturgical Publications Inc

©LPi

REMINDERS

Let Us Know - In order to minister to
our community at large, we need your
assistance in letting us know who may
be in need of help. Often those who
are in need are either too entwined in
their situation to contact us directly or
to proud to ask for help. You can be
the “angel of mercy” who helps by
simply making us aware of an individ-
ual or family in need. Call Earl or Rita
at the Office Center, send us an email
or use the “Samaritan Tip” form on the
parish website — http://www.ccsjn.org/

Emergency Shelter; Personal Crisis,
Suicide Hotline; Abuse Reports; Sup-
port Groups; Animal Aid; Senior As-
surance Calls; Locate a Food Pantry
and more. Questions? See website
http://www.helplinehc.org/

CALLERS WISHING TO REACH
HELPLINE FOR ANY OF ITS SER-
VICES ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO
REACH THE AGENCY BY DIALING
211. THEY NEED TO CALL 800-272-
4360, 782-4357 OR 735-4357.

Haves ‘n Needs
Parish member? List either your
Haves or your Needs on the parish

website: www.ccsjn.org

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate your Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in your
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don't forget to write!




THE OPPORTUNITY
SCHOLARSHIP ACT

Catholic schools continue to provide an
important educational option in New Jer-
sey, and they are a needed resource for
the mission of the church to educate stu-
dents of all economic incomes. S-1872/A-
2810 (known as the Opportunity Scholar-
ship Act) offers opportunities for parents
who might be unable to send their children
to a Catholic school or another nonpublic
school in New Jersey. In a series of ques-
tions and answers, the New Jersey Catho-
lic Conference offers a response to misin-
formation that has been promulgated in
many public forums.

Q. Do nonpublic schools accept classified
students?

A. Yes, nonpublic schools accept classi-
fied students.

Unfortunately, these nonpublic school
students do not receive the same level of
state and federal aid given to public school
students. In last year's budget, special
education for public school students was
funded at a level of over $700M in State
aid. This is in addition to the millions of
dollars in additional federal aid or local aid
given to public school students.

On the other hand, nonpublic school stu-
dents, when they are classified, receive an
ISP (Individualized Service Plan) rather
than an IEP (Individualized Education
Plan). The IEP indicates all the needs that
the public school student has and the ser-
vices to be received using a combination
of state, federal, and local dollars. The
ISP is more restrictive in scope, indicating
only services which will be provided to the
nonpublic school student through the lim-
ited state and federal dollars, regardless of
the child’s needs. In other words, the IEP
reflects what special education services
students need, while the ISP provides
fewer services.

Nonpublic school parents are willing to
trade limited services for their classified
children in return for the greater rewards of
attending a nonpublic school of their
choice. Nonpublic school administrators
are more than willing to accept classified
children; however, with those children
should come the same state and federal
dollars available to public schools, espe-
cially since it would still result in a lower
overall cost to the taxpayers in total educa-
tion dollars expended.

50/50 CASH FOR CHRISTMAS

Just one more weeks before the big drawing! As of last Tuesday, our 50/50 raffle is
up to $4,500. Thanks to all those who have already sent back their returns! With
your help, we hope to see that total grow higher. Three lucky winners will receive
25%, 15% or 10% of the grand total' Additional tickets are available at the parish
office, in the Narthex or call Suzanne Kosakowski at 908-581-1869. The drawing
will take place after the 10:30 Mass on December 5. Tickets/stubs may be returned
to the parish office, at Mass or through the mail. (As required by law, please return
unused tickets as well). TO INSURE TIMELY DELIVERY, PLEASE DO NOT MAIL
RETURNS BACK AFTER NOVEMBER 30. Good luck!

THANK YOU SACRISTY STITCHERS

The Sacristy Stitchers, who put in many hours over the past year to bring this
year’s quilt to raffle are: Bernadette Andrejco, Arminda Barbone, Mary Cange-
losi, Joan Eacovalle, Celeste Fleming, Bonnie Garci  a, Barbara Gates, Susan
Griffin, Liz Livoti, Anna Maria Miele, Dee Palmer , and Therese Shick .

CRAFT SHOW THANK YOU

Thank you to Annette Uss , who chaired the craft show this year and thanks to all
the volunteers who helped with the craft show this year. They are: Geri Am-
brosky; Christa Bachman; Arminda Barbone; Maggie an d Peter Baumann;
Tom Bennett; Julianna Benson; Grace Best; Jessica, Maria, Samantha and
Victoria Brynildsen; Mary and Pete Cangelosi; Kenna Caprio; Regina DeSte-
fano; Cookie DeVito; Bob and Paulette Estok; Dana a nd Joanne Fabiano;
Charles and Conor Ferns; France Kennedy; Cathy and Paul Gagen; Bonnie
Garcia; Barbara Gates; David and Josh Geerinck; Ann , Joe and Joseph Ger-
mino; Liz Harmon; Bill and Marybeth Harrison; Doug Hingos; Derek Howarth;
Diane Howarth-Sobey; Debbie Hunt; Daniel and Wayne Infusino; Alan and
Sharon Janks; Scott Jarvis; Lori Keker; Suzanne Kos akowski; Brianna Ko-
shinski; Andrew and Susan Kuhn; Diane Lehnert; Liz Livoti; Sharon Lohr-
man; lole Matthews; Brian McMahon; Anna Maria Miele ; Jim and JoAnn
Murray; Karen Porto; Rita Price; Rannallo Family; Arminda Ruibal; Jennifer
Seiber; Daniel, Jonathan and Mike Uss; Mary and Nat asha Vincenzi; Donna
Wellbrecht and Prints Plus . Special thanks to the Dishwasher Emergency Team
- 1st responders Mary Cangelosi and Bill Harrison . And to Alan Janks who
came with the tools & expertise to actually fix the dishwasher

Thank you to all who supplied food for the kitchen and crafts for the St. John's ta-
ble and also to anyone whose name we might have missed.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

We had 17 families purchase Shop-Rite, Kings and A&P gift cards last weekend,
for a total of $2,725.00 with $136.25 coming to St. John’s. Stop after Mass on the
weekends or come to the Office Center during the week. It costs you nothing and
the Parish gains 5% on all gift cards. Thanks to the volunteers who are willing to
stay a few minutes after Mass to sell these cards and all who use them to shop.
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‘MATRIMONY: SACRAMENT OF ENDURING LOVE.”
First Sunday in Advent

Scripture : “Stay awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord will
come.”
Matthew 24: 37-44
Story: Here if you need me

Kate Braestrup is a chaplain with the Maine Warden Service, the men and women
who conduct search-and-rescue missions in the deep woods and frozen ponds of
northern Maine. As chaplain, Kate has become an expert in waiting: While war-
dens search, Kate holds families and friends of the lost together with warmhearted
common sense and modest prayer whether the crisis ends well or ill. She writes
about her work and what brought her to it in her book Here If You Need Me.

There is always hope as the search begins, Kate writes. As they wait for news,
families comfort themselves with memories of the missing loved one. They are
compelled to tell Kate and the wardens what a beautiful, wonderful parent or child
or friend they are searching for. For the wardens, the lost becomes their parent
and child and friend, as well.

Before long, families become desperate to do something. They ache for some
resolution. They want — they think they want — the truth. A father took Kate
aside, away from his distraught wife, and demanded to know the truth about his
missing daughter. What that father wanted to hear, Kate remembers, was not an
objective assessment of the situation: “He wants me to tell him, with all the weight
and authority my presence conveys, that his daughter is not dead.”

After some time, families accept the reality that time is not on their side. Kate's
role then becomes one of speaking hope — realistic, grounded hope despite the
family’s agony and despair. When the news is bad, Kate offers families comfort
and provides a safe space for them to sort out their grief, anger and confu-
sion. Then Kate explains the legal and medical protocols and helps them through
their first difficult decisions.

And Kate is there for the wardens, as well. It is never just a job for the war-
dens. Cold weather, rain and sleet, murky water, deep snow are all shaken off as
these dedicated professionals focus on their mission. When the search ends tragi-
cally, Kate writes, the wardens “will go home, hold the warm, living bodies of their
own children, and know all too well the risk they take by loving in such a precarious
world.”

And when the news is good, when the lost are found and families are reunited, the
job of the wardens and their chaplain is the best in the world.

As Kate Braestrup has learned, waiting is hard and miserable work — but waiting
is often the beginning of miracles and everyone involved is changed forever.

As Kate Braestrup has learned, waiting is a wise teacher. The experience of wait-
ing reveals the presence of God in our midst; it enables us to realize what we ap-
preciate, value and cherish; it teaches us how to be present and attentive to family
and friends; it opens up our vision and spirits to realize the love of God in our
midst. In the middle of the busiest season of year, Advent calls us to embrace the
wisdom of waiting: to slow down and see the goodness of God around us that we
rush by too quickly to see, to behold Christ in every moment of compassion, for-
giveness and joy we experience in the everyday Advent of our lives.

Connections

SATURDAY ADULT
CATECHESIS OPEN TO ALL

One of the results of our Town Meet-
ing is to invite all adults to share in the
Saturday Morning Catechesis gather-
ing that meets once a month. You are
cordially invited to drop in any month
to join our adult faith sharing on the
Sunday scripture readings from 10:00
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on the following
Saturdays: December 18, January
22, February 12, March 12, April 9
and May 21. We gather for prayer at
9:30 a.m. and at 11:00 a.m. there is
time to socialize and continue conver-
sations. You are welcome to drop in
and participate in just the hour discus-
sion from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. or join
us for all or part of this monthly Cate-
chetical gathering.

‘INTRODUCTION TO THE
CATHOLIC FAITH” ONLINE
COURSE

Recently the Diocese of Metuchen has
arranged a partnership with the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame. All parishion-
ers are eligible to participate in a
seven week online course that will
survey our Catholic faith.  Online
courses are convenient because you
can easily fit them into your schedule
and you get to interact with Catholics
from around the country. For more
information, go to www.step.nd.edu.
Select the tab “Courses” at the top of
the home page. You will need to regis-
ter with an ID and password, so click
on “Click Here To Register”. After
establishing an ID, you will automati-
cally be logged in and can view the
course description and then register
for “Introduction to the Catholic Faith”
by clicking on it from their list of
courses. Remember to select Metu-
chen on the discount drop down box.
The course will then cost $39.60 in-
stead of $99. The course begins on
January 3 and the registration dead-
line is December 10.




MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that
you would like us to remember in our
prayers, call the office or drop the name
into the collection basket. Please re-
member the following in your prayers:
2nd Lieutenant, Baumann Katherine
Petty Officer Behr, Fred, U.S. Navy
2nd LT Behrmann, John, USMC
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
Lt. Colonel Campbell, Vincent, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A., U.S. Navy
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army
GM3 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
ET2 Linzmeyer, Travis, U.S. Navy
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro Il, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. Omstead, David, USA
Capt. Omstead, Barbara, USA
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
PC2 Quinn, Lisa, U.S. Navy
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force

THE CONNECTION IS ALREADY THERE

We often waste a great deal of time looking for the right time,
place or prayer to make a connection with God. What we
need to realize is the God has already established a connec-
tion with every single person. We simply fail to realize it and
respond.

In those times when we think we are alone, He is there with
us. As we move through our day, He is there enjoying those
moments that we are living our faith, and He makes His
grace available for us to sustain us through the challenges of
our lives. We strain to see God in some distant view when
He is actually present within us. It makes it easier for most of us to think of Him as
walking beside us as our closest friend. Once we recognize Him, we can talk to
him as a friend in personal prayer, and appreciate the grace He makes available to
us charting and navigating our life’s course.

CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of the journey to initiation for adults. It is a time
for informally sharing our stories and helping one another discern where God is
leading. It's a time to get acquainted with Catholics and our Church. If you are
thinking about becoming Catholic, you are invited to journey with members of St.
John'’s Initiation Team on the rewarding and enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of this faith journey vary according to
each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is returning to the Church after a long ab-
sence, please call Earl Roberts at 832-2262. Let us welcome you/them back and
provide a copy of a “Handbook for Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in your faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as a spiritual partner by remembering us each
day in your prayers using your own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the Holy Spirit
will be with all of us who are actively involved in our community ministries.

MILITARY FAMILY SUPPORT

You are not alone in your experiences of dealing with a loved one who is on mili-
tary deployment. Several families in St. John's community have lived with the
emotional roller coaster and are here for you should you wish. Contact Marian
and Russ Ditzel (638-4640), Mary and Mike Mastro (5 37-6224), or Catherine
McVicker (303-0907) at any time.
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FIRST RECONCILIATION CELEBRATION
Saturday, December 4, 11:00 a.m., Church Center

Our First Holy Communion children will be celebrating the sacrament of Recon-
ciliation on Saturday, December 4 at 11:00 a.m. in the Church Center. A reception
for the children and their families will follow this celebration.

BAPTISM HOST COUPLE NEEDED

St. John’s needs the assistance of an individual or couple willing to join our
Baptism Ministry team. As a team member you assist in helping to equip parents
attending St. John’s Baptism Program with the basic theology and symbols of the
Sacrament. In addition, each individual or team couple assists in a welcoming
manner as host at an assigned infant’s Baptism.

To serve in this ministry you need only be a practicing member of the Catholic
Community of St. John Neumann with a desire to help parents and godparents
understand the Sacrament, the responsibilities it carries and the joy associated
with it. Based on need, the program is currently offered quarterly.

If God’s grace is urging you to volunteer to work i n this ministry please call
Earl Roberts at 832-2513 or email > eroberts@ccsjn. org !

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Friday, December 10, 7:15 p.m., Church Center

Infant baptism preparation is an outreach of support to new parents by the St.
John's Baptism Team on behalf of our community. Following an initial pastoral visit
at the parish office with either Deacon Earl or the Coordinator of the Baptism
Preparation Team to start the process, parents attend one preparation session,
which is offered quarterly. Baptism Host Couples from St. John's Baptism Team
facilitate the program and assist on the day of Baptism as well.

All St. John's Baptisms are celebrated at a regular weekend Mass, except in
special circumstances. The Community is present to welcome the child into the
church and to pledge their support to the new parents as
they raise their child in the faith we share.

Parents are expected to be registered active members of
The Community of St. John Neumann. At least one
Godparent needs to be a practicing Catholic. The next
scheduled Baptism Prep Program is Friday — December
10 at 7:15 p.m. The deadline for signing up to attend
this program is Friday — December 3.  For more infor-
mation or to begin the process please call Rita at the parish office center at 832-
2513 or use the online form from the parish website — www.ccsjn.org.

¢
IUO men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and
one will be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill;
one will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore, stay
awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord
WIll come.” — Mt 24:40-42

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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2010 BISHOP'S ANNUAL
APPEAL

Christ for One Another

O’ Come, O’ Come, Emmanuel are
words all of us recognize as we begin
this Advent Season. As Christmas
nears, you are asked to make a spe-
cial effort to remember the 2010
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have
yet to make a gift, please consider
doing so today.

To date, our parish has received
$24,171.25 in pledges/gifts to the
2010 Bishop’s Annual Appeal from
93 families toward our goal of
$37,400.00. 64.6% to goal.

THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT

The Catholic Spirit will be available
after Masses this weekend, November
27-28. Upcoming features and stories
include:

Bishop issues decree on Parish
Pastoral Councils

Diocese sponsors Faith Formation
Convocation

Clergy and Laity invested; pro-

moted in the Equestrian Order of
the Holy Sepulchre
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

Office Angels
Monday,11/29 Angel Needed
Tuesday, 11/30 Angel Needed
Wednesday, 12/1  S. Griffin
Thursday, 12/2 P. Anderson

Grocery Cards
November 27 & 28

5:30 p.m. C. Crescenti

8:00 a.m. S. Pojedinec

10:30 a.m. R. DeStefano
December 4 & 5

5:30 p.m. E. McCabe

8:00 a.m. K. Dabrowski

10:30 a.m. V. Hoffart

Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 11/28 T. Menzie
Week of 12/5 L. Feller

Church Center Cleaning
December 3 Team B
December 10 Team C

Bulletin Transporters
December 3 P. Nanna
December 10 L. Patterson

SPONSORING ST. MARY'S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don't use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. In Septem-
ber, we collected $141.25 in profits
from the sale of Shop Rite, A&P and
Kings cards to be sent to St. Mary’s

in Coeburn.

SHARING GOD'’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talentan d
Treasure as a way of life.

321 families; 20 Time & Talent Responses,17 Treasur e
Responses; 1 Youth Response

REMINDER

Don't forget to pick up some Fair Trade Coffee and Chocolate on your way out
today. We have some new varieties of coffee for you to try. For those of you who
prefer a heartier, stronger blend try the new French Roast and if you prefer some-
thing a little lighter you will enjoy the new Breakfast Blend. Both are Fair Trade
and organic, so with every purchase you continue to support and help farmers and
their families with a better life.

With Fair Trade more of the purchase price goes directly to the farmer and not the
middleman. The program enables native populations to have more of a say in their
futures and allows them to continue their way of life. The Fair Trade group also
educates farmers in organic and sustainable growing methods, thereby supporting
the land and future generations. For millions of farmers around the world, Fair
Trade means thriving communities, kids in school and a healthy environment. For
consumers, it means great taste and a responsible purchase.

If you would like more information you can go to www.fairtradecertified.org.

As always, thank you for your purchase and support.

REPLACE THAT PLASTIC

The Stewardship Committee is continuing to sell canvas bags to replace plastic for
groceries, Christmas shopping and general household use. The bags are sturdy
canvas and made by a small family owned company employing Fair Trade prac-
tices. They are sturdy enough to carry gifts or food as you go from party to party
this holiday season. You can even leave them as a great thank you gift for the
host. They are available in the Narthex.

, 5%

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For November 15, 2009

Weekly DONOors ......ccccvvennen.. $2,425.50 Weekly Averages
Monthly DONOIS...........cove.... $2,552.00 September. ... $5,608.00
LOOSE MONEY .vvvvvereeeeeeeeee. $52.00 AUGUSE ..o $5,315.00
Total .. $5.029.50 Uy omii $6,544.00
19 Direct DEPOSit ........vvvvvvveen..., $851.25 JUNE..coviieee, $4,687.00
MY covvooeoeeeeeeoeeee oo $5,296.00
For November 14, 2010 FN Y DO $5,732.00
61 Weekly DONOS «.....ooo........ $1,753.00 MACH. ... $5,616.00
28 Monthly DONOrs................. $2.695.00 February ......ccc.ccooveeeviniens $6,165.00
LOOSE MONEY ... $94.00 January ... $5,668.00
TOtAl v eeeeeseneeee $4,542.00 ~ DECEMDEr..ooininnnnn $6,022.00
20 Direct DepOSit ............co....... $971.00 NOVEMDET ......ooooniriiinnans $5,771.00
October.......cccovviiviiieecien. $5,795.00
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STEWARDSHIP

Time & Talent Opportunities

As Stewards, we share out time, tal-
ent, and our material gifts as an out-
ward sign of the relationship we hold
with Jesus in God.

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing

time, talent and treasure as a way of
life.

On-going Stewardship Opportunities:

Worship/Liturgy
Greeter/Hospitality
Lector
Altar Preparation
Minister of the Eucharist
Music Ministry
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Formation:
Religious Ed Advisory Board
Catechist

Pastoral/Organizational:
Pastoral Council
Finance Council
Property Management Committee

Connxions:
Team Member
Connxions Companion
RCIA Team
Baptism Preparation Team

Stewardship:
Committee Member
Fair Trade
Shop Rite & A&P Card Sales

Other ways | can help:

Please complete the contact information and check appropriate volunteer section.
Return by way of the collection basket—Social Minis try box—send or drop
off at the Office Center—go to web site and fill ou  t under forms.

Name(s):

Day Phone:

Evening Phone:

Email:

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN'S

If you are new or visiting you can learn more about the parish by visiting our web-
site www.ccsjn.org. You can email Father Bill jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org if you have
any particular questions. If you want us to contact you, email the parish or check
off your request or information you want to communicate below.

[ ]Inewinthearea [ ]visitor [ ]planning to live in the area

[ ] parishioner [ ]former parishioner [ ]been in the area awhile
[ ]Jchangeof [ Jaddress [ ]Jemail [ ]phone number[ ]| marital
status

[ 1 wish to join parish [ ] would like envelopes [ ] would like info on direct
deposit contributing

Christmas Food Delivery

Food pick (December 16, 6:00 p.m.)
Food pack (December 17, 7:00 p.m.)
Food delivery (December 18, 8:00 a.m.)

Grocery Card Sales
Companions Ministry
Connxions Ministry
Greeter

5:30 p.m. Mass
8:00 a.m. Mass
10:30 a.m. Mass

Vitality Coffee Help
Office Angel
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