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Parish Staff
Kerri Caldaro........ Financial Administrator
Wayne Infusino ................... Maintenance
Sharon Janks........ Pastoral Administrator
JoAnn Jarvis ............ Office of Catechesis
Kristin Gemma.......... Bulletin Coordinator
Deacon Dennis King ........cccccoueeenne Parish

Catechetical Leader

Staff Email Addvesses

Catholic Community of St.

John Neumann sjn@ccsjn.org

Kerri Caldaro............... ....kcaldaro@ccsjn.org
Kristin Gemma ........cc.ccenee. kgemma@ccsjn.org
Sharon Janks.........c.cccevnienines sjanks@ccsjn.org
JoAnNn Jarvis ... .... jjarvis@ccsjn.org
Deacon Dennis King................. dking@ccsjn.org
Rev. J. William

Mickiewicz.................... jwmickiewicz@ccsjn.org
Earl Roberts........ccocvevrivireininnn, earlrl@ptd.net

Parish Registration

Anyone living within the parish boundaries who would like to become a member of
our Catholic Community or who is interested in learning more about the Catholic
faith should call or email the church office. We will meet with you at your conven-
ience where you will learn about our parish and the opportunities we offer. Those
joining the parish are encouraged to celebrate their welcome and registration at a
weekend Mass.

Please notify the parish office of any change in phone number, address, email ad-
dress or when leaving the parish.

Parish registration is required for religious education, celebration of sacraments
and certification as a sponsor.

Regular Sunday worship indicates a practicing Catholic, not just parish registration.
An assurance of family practice and raising children in the faith they seek is neces-
sary for the sacraments of initiation and certification of sponsorship.

Sacrawents of Initiation

Baptism: Baptism is celebrated at any weekend Mass. The preparation process
begins during pregnancy and includes an initial pastoral visit with the Pastoral As-
sistant for Connxions and attendance at one Baptism Preparation Session, which
is offered quarterly. Please call the parish office to register. Parish membership
and active worship is required for two months prior to preparation. No baptisms
are celebrated during Lent.

First Eucharist: First Eucharist is celebrated in May, following two years of prepa-
ration. Family participation and regular worship are an integral component.
Confirmation: Confirmation is celebrated in the fall, following three years of
preparation. Active participation and weekly worship are an integral component.
Adult Confirmation: The formation process is held in the parish, followed by a
parish celebration of Adult Confirmation.

Initiation of Adults and Older Children: This is an extended gradual formation
process for unbaptized or uncatechized adults, or baptized Christians who wish to
enter the Catholic Church or for unbaptized or uncatechized school-aged children.
Interested persons may begin the process at any time, please contact the parish
office for more information.

Sacrament Celebrations

First Reconciliation: First Reconciliation is celebrated in Advent of the second
grade. Parent participation and regular worship is required.

Matrimony: Couples wishing to be married at St. John’s are required to make
arrangements one year in advance. Four sessions with the Pastor and Pre-Cana
or Engaged Encounter take place during this year. Parish registration and active
worship are required.

Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is seriously ill or unable to come to church for
a length of time should contact the parish office so someone may visit and bring
the sacraments.

Holy Orders: If you are interested in learning more about the priesthood or reli-
gious life, contact the Vocations Office of the Diocese of Metuchen at 732-562-
1990 ext. 1700 or by email at vocations@diometuchen.org or Vvisit
www.diometuchen.org/vocations.
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This Week at Saint John's

Mass Schedule

December 31 & January 1

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
CEIBDIANT ... nanae Fr. Mickiewicz
[I=T03 (o] GOSN Needed
ARAr SEIVEN .. ..o Needed
Ministers of the EuchariSt...........cooovuueeiiiiiiieeee e B. Garcia, L. Garcia,
.............................................. J. Eacovalle, L. Eacovalle, M. MacKenzie, K. Malley
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
(072111 o] =10 | A Fr. Mickiewicz
I=To] (o] QOO RPPRRR A. Piechowski
ARBE SEIVEL ... e Mastro Family
Ministers of the Eucharist........................... B. Gates, J. Sima, D. Sima, 1 Needed
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
(072111 o] =10 | A Fr. Mickiewicz
=T o] (o | GO J. Geerinck
ARBE SEIVEL .. Zelesny Family
Ministers of the Eucharist..........cooocoiiiieiiiiiiiiee R. Pojedinec, S. Pojedinec,

....................................................... D. Torczon, M. Wickel, D. Wickel, A. Giametta

Mass Intentions
Tuesday, December 27

7:00 p.m. Very Rev. Florian Gall
Wednesday, December 28

9:30 a.m. Christmas Flower
Intentions

Friday, December 30

7:00 a.m. Catherine Bohen &
Family

Saturday, December 31

5:00 p.m. Walter & Margaret Money
- penny req. Rita & Walt
Price

Sunday, January 1

8:00 a.m. Olga Charkut req
Vincenzi Family
10:30 a.m. Margaret Mickiewicz Dill

Parish Calendar
Sunday, December 25 — Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

Pastor’s Schedule
Sunday, December 25

10:30 a.am.  Mass (Church Center) “Fast Asleep”
Monday, December 26 — St. Stephen Monday, December 26
Office Center Closed Office Closed
No Zumba Dinner Out

Tuesday, December 27 — St. John

Tuesday, December 27

7:00 p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) Bulletin
Wednesday, December 28 — The Holy Innocents 7:00p.m. Mass (Neumann Residence)
9:30 a.m. Mass (Neumann Residence) Wednesday, December 28
Thursday, December 29 — St. Thomas Becket 9:30am.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
7:30 p.m.  Music Ministry/Bells (Church Center) Thursday, December 29
Friday, December 30 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 1:00p.m. Appointment (Away)
and Joseph Friday, December 30
7:00 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence) 7:00 a.m.  Mass (Neumann Residence)
12:00 p.m.  Office Center Closes 12:00 p.m.  Office Center Closes
5:00 p.m.  Cleaning (Church Center) 12:00 p.m.  Appointment (Away)
Saturday, December 31 — St. Sylvester | Saturday, December 31
5:00 p.m.  Mass (Church Center) 5:00 p.m. Mass—Note Time Change (Church Center)
Sunday, January 1 — Mary, Mother of God/Yellow Brick Sunday, January 1
Hoad 8:00 a.m. Mass (Church Center)
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church Center) 10:30 a.m.  Mass (Church Center)
10:30 a.m.  Mass (Church Center)



The Natiuity o the Lovd — Year B

Remember in Your Prayers

Ms. Ally

Carol Anderson
Joe Angeline

Pat Arat

Antonia Baasten
Kate Bachman
Richard Baker
John Ballard

Peter Barbieri
Alice Beardsmore
Carol Becker
Maria Beckman
Mary Anna Bennett
Darlene Brown
Eugene Brzezienski
Shirley Bumen
James Burns

John Burns

Eileen Caflin
Kathleen Campbell
Angie Caponetti
Barbara Carbonneau
Joseph Carpentiere
Jose Castro

Lou Citarelli

Riley Clark
Lorraine Cochrane
Kathleen Cohen
Gerard Cook
Valerie Cordero
Kristine Orvos Cresti
Natalia Cresti
Dalton Cummins
Joseph D’Achino
Sr. Ann Damian
Percival Davids
Maria Elena Dawson
Virginia DeCasino
Peter Demchur
Dorothy Deo

Nick DeVincenzo
Anthony DeVito
Ann Dodwell

Betty Doyle

Paul DuPre
Courtney Ellis
Msgr. Endebrock
Florence Fakelmann
Jacob Fakelmann
Hannah Farrington
Joseph Fay
Helena Ferguson
Akiea Finn
Anthony Fiorillo
Ann Flemming
Ryan Flynn

Helen Galligan
Theresa Galvano
Maria Gargiulo
Nicholas Gargiulo Jr.
Jayne Giese

Jerry Goski

Sophia Goski
Robert Govett
Rose Gradone
Angela Grieco
Christina Grillo
Dorothy Gross
Josephine Handy
Colleen Hendzrak
Tyler Hodulik
Anita Horan

Mary Ann Hughes
Richard Hughes
Brittney lanitto
Jeannine Imperiale
Nona Janks

Diana Janowski
Bob Jenkinson
John Kaemmerer
Rosemary Kimbal
Mary Kirchner

Frank Kostecki
Spencer Kydd
Michael Lamotte
Harry Larson
John Lauler
Kevin Leahy
Holly Lear

Brett Lewis
Michele Makos
Taylor Maleski
Melissa Martinez
Silas Mastro
Tom Martin
Judy Martino
Marie Mazzoni
John McCabe
Susan McHugh
Patrick McKenna
Brett Melworn
Tyler Messinger
George Meyer
George Milke
Betsey Miller
Michael Milto
Nina Montouri
Erica Morgan
Robert Olivetti
Gloria Omstead
Floyd Opdyke
Daisy Ort

Bill O'Toole
Joyce Owens
Linda Owens
Robert Patterson
Nilsa Perez-Parsons
John Pfeufer
Steve Plume
Brian Plushanski
John & Nicole Ramsden
Albert Rayburn
Tom Regan

Ed Reinagel
Alissa Marie Ricciardi
Pat Roach

Julie Ruby

John Sawczuk
Maria Sawczuk
Ed Scharf
Antonia Schulz
Chris Seltzer
Abe Shalaby
Paul Shubeck
Sister Mary George
Marianna Sivori
Jim Sklenar
Carol Smarsh
Colleen Smith
Jonathan Solis
Felicia Steward
William Stortz
Timothy Struble
Evelyn Sulenski
Mary Sulenski
Julie Suplee
Tracey Sutch
John Sutor
Margaret Sweeney
John Toolan
Brian Travis
Rose Uricchio
Laura Veslany
Robert Villani
Dayelle Watts
Harvey Whille
John William
Gloria Wood
Elizabeth Wodrich
Lynn Yondolino
John J. Zelesny
Joey Zieba
Michael Zocchi

LET IT SHINE

“Break out together in song” at the saving power of our God. With
all the angels of God, we worship the logos (word) become flesh.
Salvation comes to us through the incarnation present from the
creation of the world. The word of God has brought order to the
universe. We are called to be a light to the nations, “a true light,
which enlightens everyone.” Let your light shine!

OFFICE HOURS

The Office will close at noon all this week from December 27 to December 30.
The Office will be closed on Monday December 26 and January 2.
The staff will also enjoy the holidays. Thank you.

YELLOW BRICK ROAD
Next Weekend

Next week is the monthly Yellow Brick Road of our Mortgage collection. We need
$6,707.00 for that payment. Last month, we received $6,632.00 from this col-
lection. Thanks to all who participate and help us to make that payment. The
remainder of the funds to pay the mortgage comes from Shop Rite/A&P Cash
Cards and fundraisers. Please support these endeavors, especially the cash
cards, if you cannot contribute to this collection.

WELCOME BACK, FATHER SIMO

Father Simo (she moe) Marsi¢ is due back on Thursday, December 22 in the eve-
ning thanks to the kindness of a parishioner who shared many flyer miles and
costs for this to happen. We thank the family who made this possible and wish to
remain anonymous. He will return on Thursday, January 12.

Affectionately known as Father Boomerang, this may be his last trip unless he can
come at Easter. Then it will be up to the new pastor whether he will be invited
back. Take advantage of speaking to him this time around.

I am sure you will be as happy and excited as | will be. He has always been wel-
come here at St. John’s and we have enjoyed his company for many years.

Remembered at Mass
We stand together in the mystery of Christ's death and resurrection.

The following will be remembered in the Eucharistic Prayer:

Joseph Morrison — Jim Connolly — Raymond Klacik Sr. — Mary
Ann Eckert — Rev. Robert L. Santa Barbara — Frank T. Gargiuilo
— Rose Miserendino — Lou Pinto

Deceased: Frank T. Gargiuilo, father of Annette Tagliareni, Rose Miserendino,
aunt of Michael Connolly, Lou Pinto, uncle of Michael Connolly, May they find
peace and comfort in the embrace of the Lord and may their families find strength
in the Lord and comfort and support from family and friends.

3




Parish News

Thanks to Hall’'s Tree Farm we again have a great tree. The size is just
right and is full all the way round. We thank the people at Halls and
those who cut it and delivered it to the Church.

A crew set it up last Friday — Roger Malone — Andrew Kuhn - Fred
Heimall — Conor and Charlie Ferns — Kyle, Owen and Joe Stanski
— Peter Cangelosi — Laura and Joe Sharp.

What a great job! THANKS!

THANK YOU

A thank you to those who helped put up the altar Christmas trees: Pete Cange-
losi, Connor Ferns, Lyle Garcia, Fred Heimall, Alan Janks, Roger Malone; Joe
Stanski, Owen Stanski and Kyle Stanski.

CLEANING CREW THANKS

Each week as crew of cleaners come in to clean up after our week of activities.

We don’t see them but we sure appreciate their dedication to this ministry. They
are tireless and dedicated. Thank God for those who keep God’s house and ours
so welcoming. Some have been cleaning for the life of the church. This year it is
now 21 years. Please help by cleaning up after yourselves, especially the chil-
dren. We could use your help as well to join one of the cleaning crews.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Deacon Dennis and his wife Kathy. Dennis and Kathy are the
proud grandparents of their fifth grandchild, Finn. We extend to them and their son
and daughter-in-law our best wishes and prayers.

ZUMBA NEWS

There will be no Zumba Fitness on Mondays, December 19 and 26. Class will
resume on Monday, January 2 at 6:00 p.m. at the Church Center. Begin the new
year with a fun and healthy gift to yourself!

Contact Arminda (quiltingblockhead@gmail.com) or
(mhbaumann@earthlink.net) for further information.

FUNERAL HANGING FOR AMBO

Many thanks to the former Thursday evening quilters who quilted the hanging for
the Ambo for funerals to match the Pall that we put on the coffin. This also was
dedicated in memory of Jane Wilmot. Such a fitting tribute and a marvelous work
of many hands.

Maggie

PIANO DEDICATION

We would like to mention that you still have the opportunity to make a donation to
commemorate someone before year end 2011.

We have been enjoying the sound of the new piano since August of 2010 and still
have a balance due. If you would like to include a name (such as that of a relative
or friend) on the dedication plague, we are asking a donation of $500.00. However,
we will accept a donation in any amount. For more information, please contact
Maggie Baumann at 908-832-2207 or mhbaumann@earthlink.net.
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Pastoral Council

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Saturday, November 17 , 2011

Present— Fr. Bill, Pam Casserly, Joann
Gardner, Steve Gemma, Bill Harrison,
Donna Lance, Roger Malone, Mike Mas-
tro, Laura Sharp, Brandon Staten
Reflection

The Pastoral Council goal for 2011-2012
is “to support and engage our commu-
nity to prayerfully prepare for and em-
brace the transition of parish leadership.”
The Council continues to discuss ways
to achieve this objective. Father Bill dis-
tributed an article for discussion entitled
“Preparing a Church for a Pastor's De-
parture”. This article brought to light the
question of who is impacted by the pas-
tor’'s leaving. The stability of the parish-
ioners and the parish infrastructure is
impacted. “People in a church need
“stability zones” that help to provide con-
tinuity whenever there are major
changes. When the pastor is no longer
there a major stability zone is gone.” The
article goes on the say that “while no
plan is perfect we are prayerful and
hopeful ...to make the transition to a
new pastor in a way that encourages this
church to continue and grow and pros-
per to the glory of God.”

Committee Meetings
The Social Ministry co-chairperson,

Ann Germino, attended the November
18 Pastoral Council Meeting. She re-
ported on the committee’s progress to-
wards completing their objectives in the
Parish 5 year plan. A goal of Social Min-
istry is to develop a plan to increase
and strengthen participation in exist-
ing and newly developed social min-
istries among all parishioners, includ-
ing our teens and children. Ann re-
lated how truly happy and overwhelmed
the Social Ministry has felt with the par-
ticipation of the parish particularly with
Project Earth Garden. Nearly 1300
pounds of food was harvested, 500
pounds more than last year. Elijah’s
Soup Kitchen, Ship’s Galley, as well as
our Holiday Food deliveries, have all
reaped the benefits of the garden. Alana
Porto, a Girl Scout and parishioner, has
festively organized the Christmas Giving
Tree program. There has been a great
response from the Saint John’s commu-




nity to fulfill needs for the Thanksgiving
food drive and delivery. Father Bill ex-
tended a heartfelt thanks to both Greg
Wilson and Ann Germino for their dedi-
cation to this ministry’s mission.
The Finance Committee will attend the
next Pastoral Council Meeting on De-
cember 12 at 7:00 p.m.
Lyle Garcia reported on the October
29th Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting
which he attended, as well as a personal
discussion he had with Bishop Bootkoski
regarding Saint John’s transition of par-
ish leadership. Lyle presented to the
Pastoral Council for discussion, a letter
he has drafted to the Bishop based on
that conversation. A Parish Profile Com-
mittee was then formed to prepare a
response to the Bishops request for a
complete parish profile of Saint John
Neumann.
Old and Continuing Iltems of Business
® 5 Year Plan-/Covenant - Bill con-
tinues to update, revise, re-format,
and edit the 5 Year Plan into a
workable document. The Leader-
ship section of this plan was dis-
cussed.

® Communications — Town Meetings/
Vitality Coffee — A tentative date has
been set for the Spring Parish Town
Hall Meeting of May 21, 2012. Fa-
ther Bill suggested inviting Pat Kelly
of Kelly Counseling Associates to
address the emotional needs of the
parish as we prepare for the transi-
tion of parish leadership.

® Ad Hoc Website — Brandon, Bill,
and Pam will have an update at our
next meeting.

Pastor’s Items of Business

® Father Bill distributed The Parish
Financial Statement and Report
July1 2010-June 30 2011 as well an
article “An Open Letter to the U.S.
Catholic Bishops on the Forthcom-
ing Missal”

® Father Bill reported that the last
craft show went well, although there
was a drop in attendees and craf-
ters. The very talented quilters were
honored at a coffee after Mass.

Next Meeting: Monday December 12,

2011 7:00 p.m. Prayer: Laura Sharp

Minutes prepared by Donna Lance

Parish News

CONGRATULATIONS TO FATHER SIMO

Father Simo had the blessing of the cornerstone of the new Pope John Paul II
Youth Center in Sarajevo last month. | was invited but could not make the trip. The
Cardinal was there for the blessing and the Mass. You can see the work progress
by going to the web page — www.mladicentar.org and clicking on webcam during
daylight hours [ that is in our morning hours (they are six hours ahead of us)]. The
German Bishops are helping with a third of the costs. His Cardinal Archbishop was
in our country in September and asking the Catholic Bishops for assistance.

We congratulate him in this venture that has occupied many years of his ministry. |
hope | live to see the dedication. Plans for the Youth Center are on display at the
Eucharistic Sign In Station.

HYMNALS

There are three copies of the Gather Hymnals in each half pew. For those who sit
in the very front pew, or in the chair section or in either loft please take a book from
the book racks under the Angel Icons and return them there after Mass. Please do
not leave them on the chairs. This will help with the cleaning and also preventing
them from dropping on the floor thus shortening their life cycle.

PRAYER LIST UPDATES

We will soon begin the process of updating the prayer list. We are finding that
some parishioners forget to ask us to remove a name from the sick list after the
individual has recovered and is well, or perhaps they feel it is “bad luck” to remove
the name. If you would like a name to remain on the sick list for the next six
months, please let us know and we will keep the name on the list.

*CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP UPDATE**

We are almost out of available spots for camp next summer! If you would like to
join us in Providence, Rl from June 24-29, please contact Mary Connolly as
soon as possible at 930-0784 or mandmconnolly@gmail.com. The final cost is
$330 and a $75 deposit is due now.

MEMORIALIZE OUR NEW WORSHIP HYMNALS

We are ordering hymnals with the new Mass texts and
the Three Cycle Readings. “Gather Comprehensive”
They will be permanent books and so will last for sev-
eral years (unless Rome changes something else). So
if you would like to memorialize a book we would like to
offer you this opportunity to help us defray the cost of
these books. Since we will not have to order worship
aids any more they will be paid for in the amount it
costs our current “Breaking Bread” in three years. That
will help our budget and the environment.

The name plate will be placed in the front of the book. The suggested donation is
$25.00. Place your donation in an envelope and write the name or names that you
want memorialized.




Social Ministry

THANK YOU

Once again through the goodness and generosity of our
community, 8 families and 17 elderly throughout our
area have received food and groceries for Christmas.
These items may not have been available to them had
you not helped with your time, talent and treasure.

We want to thank all of our volunteers who helped shop
for, sort, pack and deliver the food: Stacy Niemiec,
Lisa and Owen Stanski, Elizabeth Lacy, Hugh and
Cara Shannon, Lynn and Alexa Johnson, Morgan
D'Avella, JoAnn and Ken Jarvis, the entire Cantelmi family, Clare and Sheila
Hulseman, Frances Spann, Steve and Teri Kostiw, Sharon Janks, Susie and
Jeremy Donovan, Liz and Lou Livoti, The Casserlys, The Farrells, Tania
Tozzi, Gloria Cucchiara, Charles and Melissa Fortenbaker, Steve Bauern-
feind, Tom Zubrycki and all others whose names were inadvertently left out. All of
you make a difficult task much easier. We will place thank you cards received from
the recipients of your gifts in the Narthex during the coming weeks. We will be
happy to supply letters of certification for your community service if you request
them. Thanks again.

Anne Germino and Greg Wilson

Funoraising

VALENTINE’S DINNER DANCE
Friday, February 10, 2012

If Halloween candy is out in August and Christmas decorations are up in October,
then it's not too soon for a “SAVE the DATE.” The Valentine’s Dinner Dance to
benefit our teens’ 2012 CATHOLIC HEART WORKCAMP trip is Friday, February
10, 2012. Mark the date on your calendar and plan to join us!

REMINDERS

Haves ‘n Needs

Email us a short description of your
usefl but unwanted item and we’ll post
it in our “Haves ‘n Needs” section of
the parish website.

New Eyes for the Needy
Donate your old eyeglasses in the
Narthex.

St. Jude’s Ranch

Donate your Campbell Soup labels in
the Narthex. See parish website for list
of items.

Sponsor Child

Please remember Angel in vyour
prayers, and drop your donation in the
Jar at the Social Ministry Station.
Don'’t forget to write!

NEW YEAR'S MASS
SCHEDULE

New Year’s Masses

Saturday, December 31 ....... 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 1 ............... 8:00 a.m.
........................................... 10:30 a.m.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 25, 2011

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25
Midnight: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
Tuesday: 1.Jn 1:1-4/dn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1Jn 1:5--2:2/Mt 2:13-18
Thursday: 1.Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or
Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40
Saturday: 1Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18
Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21

©Liturgical Publications Inc
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A PRAYER FOR TRANSI-
TION OF LEADERSHIP

Lord Jesus, we thank you for this time
to meet and pray as a community in
preparation for new parish leadership.
We are so grateful for the wisdom of
your loving Spirit expressed through
each of us and as a community. This
is our home, our beautiful spiritual
family, one in body with you that you
have blessed beyond measure.

The immense love, vision, and leader-
ship that we have experienced are the
most special of blessings that we have
and continue to treasure. Now as we
prepare for transition of leadership, we
experience mixed feelings of denial
and deep sadness, and at the same
time, feelings of great happiness for
our pastor as he prepares to respond
to the Spirit’s call for a new beginning.
We ask you Lord to help us move
through these feelings by finding ways
to support each other, our pastor and
the next spiritual leader. We trust in
your constant care as we understand
our needs for preparation and for fu-
ture leadership. In communion with
your Holy Spirit we continue to open
our hearts to your direction and un-
conditional love. With the deepest of
gratitude we release these words into
your heart, knowing our prayer is al-
ready answered. (Laura Sharp)

THIRD EDITION
logical meaning and concern behind the word.

SHOP RITE & A&P CARDS

_ We had 29 families
‘ purchase Shop-Rite,
Kings and A&P gift
cards last weekend, for
a total of $4,400.00 with $220.00 go-
ing to St. Mary’s. Stop after Mass on
the weekends or come to the Office
Center during the week. It costs you
nothing and the Parish gains 5% on all
gift cards. Thanks to the volunteers
who are willing to stay a few minutes
after Mass to sell these cards and all
who use them to shop. Purchase of
these cards goes to help pay our
monthly mortgage.

Christian Formation (Catechesis)

NEW TRANSLATION

. | am surprised in the reaction of people on the
| other side of the altar. | am very pleased that they
are having reactions. They are aware and dis-
. turbed. The most disturbing change seems to be
“consubstantial” with the Father. That doesn’t
bother me too much since | understand the theo-

“Consubstantial (Latin: consubstantialis) is an adjective used in Latin Christian
christology, coined by Tertullian in Against Hermogenes 44, used to translate the
Greek term homoousios. "Consubstantial" describes the relationship among the
Divine persons of the Christian Trinity and connotes that God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit are "of one being" in that the Son is
"generated" ("born" or "begotten") "before all ages" or "eternally” of the Father's
own being, from which the Spirit also eternally "proceeds."

Since the Latin language lacks a present active participle for the verb "to be," Ter-
tullian and other Latin authors rendered the Greek noun "ousia" (being) as
"substantia,” and the Greek adjective "homoousios" (of the same being) as
"consubstantialis”. Unlike the Greek words, which are etymologically related to the
Greek verb "to be" and connote one's own personal inherent character,
"substantia," connotes matter as much as it connotes being.

The term is also used to describe the common humanity which is shared by all
human persons. Thus, Jesus Christ is said to be consubstantial with the Father in
his divinity and consubstantial with "us" in his humanity. This term was canonized
by the Catholic Church in 325 at the council of Nicaea.” (from Wikipedia)

You need to have the world view of the day to understand the deeper meaning.

It is an Aristolian world view which was later Christianized by St. Thomas Aquinas
in the 13" century and became the primary philosophy of the Church. Aristotle saw
the world as made up of substance and accidents. Our substance is the core of our
being and always remains the same. It makes us who we are. The accidents are
the accidental things about us that change frequently — we get older, greyer —
heavier. Since God is a spirit and has no body we are speaking about the sub-
stance that makes God, God. The Father, Son and Spirit, which is Jesus experi-
ence of God, are of one substance — “consubstantial.” Con is an ltalian derivitative
from the Latin “cum” and means with. So the literal translation is one substance
with.

We also use that world image for “Transubstantiation” for the Eucharist. In this use
it means that the substance is fransferred from the bread and wine to the body and
blood of Jesus. The accidents stay the same. The bread is Jesus Body, has the
same qualities of bread and the wine that is the blood of Christ looks like wine and
you can get intoxicated from drinking too much of the Precious Blood. The acci-
dents do not change.

We do not view the world this way and so this is foreign to us but churchmen feel
that it is the correct theological expression. Maybe church women would do it dif-
ferently. If for no other reason the new translation gives us a challenge to under-
stand our roots. How many other things have challenged you in the new transla-
tion?



Christian Formation (Catechesis)

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
“Do This in Memory of Me”

Christmas transforms time
“In the peace proclaimed by the angels, in the love that dawns in a
cave.”

Focus:

Scripture: Mary gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn.

Luke 2: 1-14

Reflection: How do you feel when you look at your baby pictures on your birth
day? Do people have an image of you that is not age appropriate?
Do they treat you as a kid? When you look at the Christ child can you
picture him grown?

Song: “From the Cradle to the Cross”
Story: ‘O Holy Night’

There is a French legend that at midnight on Christmas Eve a mysterious spirit of
peace prevails throughout the world, a spirit so powerful and all-encompassing that
even the cattle in the stables and deer in the forest fall to their knees in adoration.
Shakespeare refers to this mysterious Christmas peace in Hamlet (act 1, scene 1):
Some say that whenever that season comes

Wherein our Savior's birth is celebrated

The bird of dawn sings all night long;

They say that no spirit can walk abroad,

No planet strikes,

No fairy takes,

No witch has power to charm,

So hallowed and gracious is this time.

On this holy night, heaven and earth become one. God ascends his heavenly
throne and comes to make his dwelling among us. It is an extraordinary moment -
and it continues from Christmas to Christmas and in every moment of every sea-
son between them. This day is an island of calm in our stormy year. The pursuit
and squabbles of every day yield to the good cheer of this day. Even nations at
war have managed to call a halt to their deadly dealings for this day. May this
Christmas not just "interrupt" our normal flow of time but may Christmas transform
time in the peace proclaimed by the angels, in the love that dawns in a Bethlehem
cave.

Connections, December 2011

CHRISTMAS SPIRITUAL BOUQUET MASS REMEMBRANCE

Mary & Tony Bevacqua
Frances Cambria
Jack Frank

Jennie Sepe
Louie Sepe

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Parents are reminded to please call in
when a youngster is going to be ab-
sent from class (908-832-2162). In-
clude the date, child's and teacher's
name, and a reason for the absence.
See p.6 of the Catechetical Handbook.
We are looking for Sunday Morning
and Junior High substitutes, if you
could give us any time even if only
occasionally please call the office.
Thanks in advance.

2011 BISHOP’S ANNUAL
APPEAL

In Faith, With Hope

Thank you to the parish families who
made a pledge to the 2011 Bishop’s
Annual Appeal. Your gift expanded
God’'s work and enriched the lives of
our communities and our Catholic
faithful.

To date, our parish has received
$28,475.00 in pledges/gifts to the
2011 Bishop’s Annual Appeal from
102 families toward our goal of
$37,400.00. 75.1% to goal. Thank
you!

is born in our

HEARTS

©LPi



PROJECT EARTH GARDEN

As another growing season ends and
we are preparing the garden for winter
we would like to thank the following
people who helped throughout the
year: Annette Uss, Karen and Dick
Hopkins, Ali Martinson, Diane
Sobey and her son Derek, Andy
Kozlowski, Wayne and Daniel Infus-
ino, Ed, Lori and Angie D'Armiento,
Joe Hulseman and Frances Spann,
and Scott Jarvis and his daughter
Claire. Angie D'Armiento is once
again taking on the Garden for a Girl
Scout Award project with a focus on
the border flower beds. She planted
more bulbs this past week and helped
arrange for the delivery of more ma-
nure. She will continue to plan over
the winter and be back at work
throughout the spring and summer of
2012 to complete her project.

Our total harvest of 15 different types
of vegetables came to almost 1300
pounds and 200 ears of corn. Most of
the harvest was delivered to Elijah's
Promise Soup Kitchen in New Bruns-
wick where it was prepared fresh and
served for the daily meals as well as
being used in their culinary school to
help train people for jobs in the restau-
rant industry. Additionally, fresh vege-
tables were prepared for the SHIP's
Galley Soup Kitchen where we serve
the noon meal once a month. Butter-
nut Squash we grew here at St. John's
was included in each of the food bas-
kets we delivered to families for
Thanksgiving. Pumpkins were proc-
essed, made into pumpkin pies and
served at the Thanksgiving meal at
SHIP in Somerville. Flowers were
used on the Altar and a few were
taken to homebound members of our
community, a ministry we hope to ex-
pand on next year.

See you in the spring!

Adult Eormation

PONDERING PAUSES

“To prayerfully prepare for and embrace the transition of parish leadership”

The fifth and last stage of Dr. Kubler Ross’ stages of grief is Acceptance.
Acceptance: again this stage definitely varies according to the person’s
situation, although broadly it is an indication that there is some emotional
detachment and objectivity. People dying can enter this stage a long time
before the people they leave behind, who must necessarily pass through
their own individual stages of dealing with grief.

Acceptance comes at different times for different people. Acceptance can happen
early on in the process and then has to recur during the process. There is no sim-
ple “over and done with it” technique. | already shared with you that | mourned my
mother’s death, felt | had dealt with it (accepted it) and then it rose six months later
to deal with all over again.

Acceptance has deep spiritual meaning in both Western and Eastern spiritual
thought. | feel that this stage of the process can be a healthy growth in our lives.
“The power of acceptance and your willingness to consciously activate its power in
every aspect of your life is the often overlooked key to experiencing a quality of life
that surpasses common human logic. Consciously choosing the power of accep-
tance enables and empowers you to go with rather than against “The Flow.” (cf.
abundance-and-happiness.com)

We need to be careful not to confuse this with God’s will. | don’t think it is the East-
ern idea of “que sera, sera” either. | believe that acceptance has a psychological
component. We need to work through the process or it comes back to haunt us. |
think that it is similar to the process of forgiveness. You can’t forgive and forget.
You need to work through the hurt, anger and denial before you can forgive. There
are times that you can’t forget, you live with the emotion. But | drift afield.

Can | live with the experience? How do | make the experience a part of my life?
Maybe it is similar to the loss of love. Someone breaks up with you, you mourn the
fact of the love loss but you grow and learn to live with or without it but you never
really forget it especially if it was a first love. Again this is for me a deep spiritual
experience and helps us to grow and leads us closer to God. Of course when we
go through the process it doesn’t seem like it will ever end or that we will ever ar-
rive there — the light at the end of the tunnel. This process is helped with conversa-
tion and dialogue. Frequently it can be achieved through spiritual direction or coun-
seling. The process is helped when it is done in community or with a group of peo-

ple.

What did the disciples do after the death of Jesus? They gathered in the upper
room and recalled all that they had experienced with Jesus. The disciples on the
way to Emmaus were “heavy of heart” so much so that they did not recognize Je-
sus until the “breaking of the bread.” These reflections were the start of the scrip-
tures. We do the same when someone dies. We gather to wake, to recall stories,
we laugh and we cry. Gradually we deal with the loss. | remember a friend who lost
her father. Her sister could not be with the family for the funeral. My friend had to
go to be with her sister so that together they could remember. If we skip this proc-
ess we never really achieve peace. We do what we have to do.

Continued on next page



Adult Eormation

You know how it is when you move from a place where you have lived a period of
your life. You return frequently at first and then you meld in with the new place and
don’t return as frequently. Pretty soon when you return you have nothing in com-
mon but memories. You are no longer a part of that life which is a living and chang-
ing organism. We discover that life goes on and so do we.

THE SEASON OF CHRISTMAS

Christ’s light shines in the darkness

Christmas celebrates God’s becoming incar-
nate in time and history. The God who prom-
ised to be among us has come and continues
to be with us, now and always, through Jesus
and the Holy Spirit.

As the shortest days of the year end and the
light of a new year begins, we celebrate
Christ's presence with us to transform our
world. The darkness of sin and the reign of evil
now must confront the light of the nations and
the reign of God. Where Christ’s light is al-
lowed to shine, the dark shadows of sin will be
illuminated, allowing us to live in the light. So each day, as the light intensifies, we
proclaim that “Christ’s light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not over-
come it” (John 1:5).

Like John the Baptist, we too are called “to testify to the light, so that all might be-
lieve through him” (John 1:7). Our testimony to Christ’s light will be evident in our
words and in our actions. As we are more and more enlightened by Christ, we be-
come beacons of hope for others in a world still steeped in darkness.

Our lives are Christmas in miniature. We are invited to let God enlighten us so that
we become “divinized’ persons, full of the gift of the divine life and its power to
change us completely. In us, God makes an appeal to all humanity to enter into
this new life and live in God’s light.

SUNDAYMISSAL, Living with Christ, p. 101.

Diocesan News

CAN YOU SAVEYOUR MARRIAGE?

Retrouvaille — a lifeline for troubled marriages

If your marriage has become unloving and uncaring, or if your relationship has
grown cold and distant, if you are thinking of separation or divorce, or if you are
already separated or divorced, but (both of you) wish to try again - then the
RETROUVAILLE program may help you.

RETROUVAILLE (Rediscovery) sponsored by the Family Life Office/Diocese of
Metuchen consists of a weekend experience for couples (no group discussions)
with six follow-up sessions.

The next program begins the weekend of February 10-12, 2012. All inquiries are
confidential. For further information please call the Family Life Office (days)
(732) 562-1990 Ext.1624 or Tom & Pat McTague (732) 583-4468.
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MILITARY PERSONNEL

If you have someone in the military that you
would like us to remember in our prayers, call
the office or drop the name into the collection
basket. As military personnel leave the Service,
please notify us so that we can remove them
from the list. Please remember the following in
your prayers:

2nd Lt, Baumann Katherine, Army Engineer
Petty Officer Behr, Fred, U.S. Navy
2nd LT Behrmann, John, USMC
Lt. Col. Blewitt, Joseph, U.S. Air Force
Capt. Bohanan, Luke P., U.S. Army
Sgt. Brisson, Mark D., USMC
HM Bullis, Christopher, US Navy
LCpl Bunce, Evan, USMC
IT2 Combel, Tracey, U.S. Navy
Lance Corp., Coe, Kevin, USMC
CPL Connaughton, Michael, USMC
AMN Connaughton, Christopher, U.S. Air Force
AMN Connaughton, Monica, U.S. Air Force
RP2 Ditzel, Joseph, U.S. Navy
Capt. Gutowski, Charles M., U.S. Army
2Lt. Gutowski, Jared, E., USMC
CWS5, Ferguson, Michael, U.S. Army
Lt. Friedman, Lee E., U.S. Navy
Hafke, Michael, National Guard
CMDR Hopkins, John A.; U.S. Navy
CPL Howard, Jeffrey, U.S. Army
GM83 Hurler, Shane
SSgt. Jirouschek, Thomas, U.S. Air Force
PFC Jones, Joshua, USMC
MC2 Juday, Gregory, U.S. Navy
Lt. JG Kellogg, Kenyon, U.S. Navy Pilot
CPL. Krause, James E., USMC
SFC Lamberton, Brian, U.S. Army
Capt. Larsen, Christopher M. U.S. Army
Chaplain (LT) Logan, Eddy, U.S. Navy
SGT Ludwig, Konrad, U.S. Army
Lt. Mallue, Edward Paul, Jr. U.S. Army
Maj. McVicker, Andrew, U.S. Air Force
2Lt. McLaughlin, Brian, U.S. Army
HN Meyer, Pamela A, U.S. Navy
Novello, Chris, U.S. Army, Green Beret
Maj. Martin, John, USMC
ATI Mastro I, Michael R., U.S. Navy
Capt. Omstead, David, USA
Capt. Omstead, Barbara, USA
SPC Osburn, Jared, U.S. Army
Maj. Pidgeon, Paul, U.S. Army
1% Lt. Rautenberg, Erik, Army National Guard
2nd Lt. Royal, Benjamin, USMC
Scardino, David, U.S. Navy
2nd Lt. Sekula, Daniel R. Army National Guard
Commander Simila, Edward A. U.S. Navy
Lt. Slack, Terry, USMC
Staff Sgt. Sowa, Paul, USMC
Sgt. Vasquez, Armando, U.S. Army
SSGT Vigilante, William, U.S. Air Force

Captain Wade, Dominic, U.S. Army
Capt., Warkentin, William J., USMC
Airman Basic Wiedmann, Alex J., US Air Force




Connxions
CATHOLIC INQUIRY

Catholic Inquiry is the first phase of
the journey to initiation for adults. It is
a time for informally sharing our sto-
ries and helping one another discern
where God is leading. It's a time to
get acquainted with Catholics and our
Church. If you are thinking about be-
coming Catholic, you are invited to
journey with members of St. John’s
Initiation Team on the rewarding and
enriching path to becoming a Catholic
Christian. The details and duration of
this faith journey vary according to
each individual’s starting point.

RETURNING TO THE
CHURCH?

If you or someone that you know is
returning to the Church after a long
absence, please call the office at 832-
2513. Let us welcome you/them back
and provide a copy of a “Handbook for
Today’s Catholic” to help you grow in
your faith.

YOUR PRAYERS

Please support all parish ministries as
a spiritual partner by remembering us
each day in your prayers using your
own prayers or the Bible. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will be with all of us who
are actively involved in our community
ministries.

"My life has taught me that
happy endings only happen
in the movies."

"The story is not over yet."

My dear people,

This is my last Christmas message. It has been a marvelous run! Thank
you!

I haven't seen the movie HUGO yet but I have watched the trailer and a
few other sneak previews and I came upon the above quotes. I did not realize
the first was a familiar quote until I did a" Good Search” on it and discovered
it is frequently used. The second quote is what Hugo replies to the quote -
"The story is not over yet."

We may not have experienced a “happy ending” but indeed the story is
not yet over. The story starts in Genesis and as we know there are galaxies
out there that have not yet sent us the final story. It was renewed in Bethle-
hem and even that "story is not over yet.” Hugo leads us to unlock the mys-
tery, one that I have not yet experienced in the movie. There is a “key to
unlock the mystery.” Hugo asks Isabelle, "Do you want to have a mystery?”
"Yes, I love mysteries.”

You know I love "mystery” and “history” should not keep us from the
“mystery.” Come with Hugo, Isabelle and me for this last time o unlock the
mystery. The mystery that we think we know but realize “the story is not over
yet."

May this Christmas lead us deeper into the mystery that will never run
out. May it entice us to make the journey to the Bethlehem that lies here at
St. John's, in our hearts or wherever we can unlock the mystery with the key
of God's love, manifested in Jesus and in each one of us when we delve into
"the story that is not over yet."

May you find your way deeper intfo the mystery of this season, this
story. May you and all you love, and have not yet loved be filled with the light
that guides us through the darkness.

Merry Christmas and a holy one too!

Love and prayers,

Father Bill
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Stewardship

SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

We are a Stewardship Parish sharing Time, Talent and
Treasure as a way of life.

281 families; 63 Time & Talent Responses, 35 Treasure
Responses; 10 Youth Responses

DECEMBER 25, 2011 - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn.” - Luke 2:7

Where is Jesus in your life? Have you made room for Him or is He still in the man-
ger wrapped in rags? If we are living our lives like all the rest of the modern and
commercial world, we may be leaving Jesus out. It might be time to pick up this
Infant Child and make Him a priority in our lives.

REPLACE THAT PLASTIC.

The Stewardship Committee is continuing to sell canvas bags to replace plastic for
groceries, Christmas shopping and general household use. The bags are sturdy
canvas and made by a small family owned company employing Fair Trade prac-
tices. They are sturdy enough to carry gifts or food as you go from party to party
this holiday season. You can even leave them as a great thank you gift for the

host. They are available in the Narthex.

Stewardship - Treasure

FINANCIAL UPDATE

For December 19, 2010

78 Weekly Donors .............. $2,135.50
32 Monthly Donors............... $4,585.00
Loose Money......cccceeeeeeeeiinnnnns $51.00
Total eveeeeeeeeee e, $6,767.50
20 Direct Deposit.......ccceeeueeee. $971.00

66 Weekly Donors .............. $2,061.00
39 Monthly Donors .............. $6,070.00
Loose Money ......cccceeeieeeeenneen. $60.00
Total ceveeeeeeeeee e, $8,191.00
19 Direct Deposit.........ccuuee.... $908.75

Weekly Averages
October......ccovveeeeeeeieeeeiinn. $4,905.00
September.......cccooiiiireen. $5,915.00
AUQUS .o $4,487.00
JUIY o, $5,015.00
B[] =R $5,167.00
MaY ..o $5,241.00
APIl oo $5,343.00
March ....cceeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee $5,963.00
February .......ccocvevvvveecieeennn. $5,133.00
January......ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenns $4,916.00
December........cccccevveeeeunennn. $5,575.00
November........cccoeeeeeeeeeeennne $5,727.19
Weekly Need ........ccccevemernee $8,182.00
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

Office Angels
Monday, 12/26 Office Closed
Tuesday, 12/27 D. Zigmantanis
Wednesday, 12/28 Angel Needed
Thursday, 12/29 Angel Needed

Grocery Cards

December 24 & 25
5:00 p.m. Help Needed
7:30 p.m. Help Needed
Midnight Help Needed
10:30 a.m. Help Needed

December 31 & January 1

5:00 p.m. D. Zigmantanis
8:00 a.m. P. Nanna
10:30 a.m. R. McShane

Church Center Plant Watering
Week of 12/25 L. Feller
Week of 1/1 C. Fortenbacker

Church Center Cleaning
December 30 Team C
January 6 Team D

SPONSORING ST. MARY’S
PARISH

In March 2009, we began sending
profits from cash card sales on the
third weekend of each month to St.
Mary’s parish in Coeburn, Virginia. If
you don’t use these cash cards but
want to contribute to St. Mary’s you
may leave a donation in the basket
provided in the Narthex. Last week,
we collected $220.00 in profits
which will be sent to St. Mary’s in
Coeburn.




Memory of:
Edna & Thomas Altavilla

Eleanor & Querino Angeline
Eileen Armstrong
Thomas E. Barrow
Kathryn Bauernfeind
Mr. & Mrs. J. J. Berg
Vincent & Mary Biunno
Robert & Katherine Blythe
James J. Boland
Harold & Evelyn Brynildsen
Edith Cangelosi

Ralph Cangelosi

Frank Corso

Karen Curtin

Jorge Dawson

Carmine & Marie Dominicus
Michael Donatiello
Henry & Mary Drucker
Tom Estock

Dick & Gerri Fitzgerald
Mary D. Frey

Edward Furlong
Fabiola Giametta

Vito Giametta

Robert Girard, Sr.
Daniel Handy

Leonard Handy

Mildred Healy

Lydia Hellriegel

Andres Hernandez
Emmanuel Hernandez
Nick & Lorraine Herrig
George Hilger, Jr.
Maureen Infusino
Linnea Janks

Albin Janks

Magdalena Jankauskas
Gertrude & Harry Kaemmerer
Joseph & Ann Kalafut
Catherine Keen

James Kiley

Gunter Kuhn

Mrs. Kulaksiz

Helen & Henry Laban
Alex Lacy

Anna Kelly Lacy

Helen Lance

Clair Lepine

Martha Lepine

Jewel Li Vini

Louis & Betty Livoti
Mark Livoti

Martha S. Malone

CHRISTMAS FLOWER INTENTIONS

Carol Mangello

Nora & John Mergen
Marion Milke
Alejandro Montezon
Oliver Murnane

Mr. & Mrs. Navarro
Mary Hickey Nolan
Robert and Elsie O'Neill
Robert O'Neill, Jr.
Leonard Paicer

Mr. & Mrs. Piechowski
Anna Pocius

Joseph Pojedinec, Sr.
Florence Prandato
Silvio Prandato

Anna Remon

John & Susan Rimar
Andrew Rogers
Jeannette Royal
Raymond Royal
Bernice c. Ruscetta
Stan Sawczuk

Frank & Anna Scaglione
Helen Schneiderwind
Christine & Morty Schwitzer
Karen Silva

Anita Sima

Doris Smith

Dorothy Sokoloski
Jack D. St. Amour
Jeffrey T. St. Amour
Richard Torczon
Richard Waddleton
John & Marian Zelinka
Eileen Zocchi

Souls of Purgatory

Members of the:
Barbone Family
Bennett Family
Brisson Family
Carlson Family
Cole Family
Cucchiara Family
Dabrowski Family
Dowhan Family
Fazekas Family
Fitzgerald Family
Fotta Family
Grant Family
Griffin Family
Henne Family
Hergert Family
Hulseman Family
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Kelemen Family
Kelleher Family
King Family

Klacik Family
Kucharski Family
Kostiw Family
MacKenzie Family
McCabe Family
McCormack Family
McKenna Family
Merriam Family
Milko Family
Mocarski Family
Murray Family
Owens Family
Pellegrino Family
Phillips Family
Prodocimi Family
Riley Family
Ruibal Family
Schenone Family
Spann Family
Stanski Family
Staten Family
Wade Family
Wickel Family
Wiepzynski Family
Zigmantanis Family

Intentions of:
Josephine Handy
Lehnert Family




